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Sullivan Scraps $7,900 ‘Ceiling For 
Acts; Goes After Longterm Pacts 





Strategy by Ed Sullivan in view+¢ 


of the changing conditions brought 
on by the competing Steve Allen 
Show on NBC-TY, has changed con- 


siderably within the past few 
weeks. 
Custodian of the CBS-TV Sun- 


day night variety show seemingly 
has adopted Las Vegas tactics, 
both from the viewpoint of price 
and in the practice of signing up a 
performer for comparatively long | 
pet iods of time, for a period of four | 
s} within a few months time. | 

Aside from the record-breaking | 
$50,000 to*be paid for three shots 
by Elvis Presley, Sullivan has gone | 
beyond the $7,500 ceiling which | 
was the former rule. For example, 
Imogene Coca has been pacted for | 
three shows at $8,500 a clip. First 
appearance is Oct. 1 and final one 





10ts 





will be by April 1 of next year. 

Sullivan has also lined up a prom- 

isit pair of nitery comics, Davis 
& Reese for a foursome starting | 
Oct. 14 and thence Dec. 2, Jan. 

30 and March 25. Mitzi Green has 
been set for four shows starting 
Vet 21, and then to Jan. 13, March | 
3 and June 2. 


Cu ly, the bulk of the names 
he’s contracted for are not of the 
headliner type that will bring in 
more Nielsen points, but are sup- 
posed to be the reliable type that 
can offer entertainment. Sullivan 
apparently hopes that he’ll create 
a Situation like the first exhibit of 


Ri Lane, which caught on hand- 
Ssomely. Indéeations point to the 
possibility that Sullivan may be 
Shooting for big initial impacts so 
that he can again build up the 
§ ; Status as a starmaker 


Billy bates Makes Good 
Vs. Rin-Tin-Tin, Etc., At 
Mpls, Aqua—20,000-Plus 


Minneapolis, July 31. 


Along with its stage, water and 


numerous other shows and parades, 
! st-ended local 10-day Aqua- 
tennial, annual summer mardi gras, 
Came up this time with its most un- 
- attraction, evangelist Billy 

Graham proved that he merited 
the big billing he received along 
wit 


“Aqua Follies,” the WCCO 
Radio big stage and air show head- 
lined by Peter Lind Hayes & Mary 
Healy, the water ski circus, the 
Star-Tribune newspapers’ outdoor 
= Rin-Tin-Tin in person and 

Grand Ole’ Opry” as one of the 


festival's principal lures. 


The evangelist drew an overflow | 
crowd of more than 20,000 for his | 
morning outdoor preaching at the | 
Municipal stadium Sunday (29) 
morning. His success was dated on | 
4 par with that of the various top | 
Shows, 

Aquatennial directors will try to 
bring Graham _ back again next | 
year for the one-day stand. 


44 Years Later 


At the time of the Andrea 
Doria-Stockholm collision § at 
sea last week, Gen. David Sar- 
noff, RCA board chairman, was 
within 40 miles of duplicating 
his historic feat of being the 


first man to pick up the dis- 
tress signal from the SS Ti- 
tanic in the days (1912) when 


he was a Marconi Wireless ap- 
prentice. 

When last week's tragedy 
was flashed to the world, Sar- 
noff was on Nantucket Island. 
He still spends considerable 
leisure time with his favorite 
hobby of shore-to-ship tinker- 
ing—but on this occasion he 
was just relaxing. 


ML About Set 
For $5,000,000 











10 Yr., 16M Deal 


Metro is on the verge of signing 
a $5,000,000 deal with Films Ine. 
for the non-theatrical distribution 
of M-G’s 16m product in the U.S. 
Arrangement would run for 10 


years and also would give Metro a| 


percentage of the profits. In addi- 


tion, Films Inc. would extend to 
Metro something akin to a ‘“‘fa- 
vorite nations” clause, guarantee- 
ing that 60% of the playdates 
garnered by Films Inc. would go 
to the M-G pix Basic payment 


would be $500,000 a year. 

There are upwards of 18,000 non- 
theatrical situations in the U‘S., 
taking in schools, hospitals, con- 
vents, shutins, etc. Films Ine. is a 
wholly-owned subsidiary of Ency- 


ciopedia Britannica. It also handles 
the Warner Bros. and 20th-Fox 
16m films. 

Apart from negotiating for the 


(Continued on page 54) 


If Democrats Overlap 
GOP—What Gives? 
Washington, July 31. 
Biggest headache of the networks 
iis how to handle the situation if 
ithe Democratic National Conven- 
tion should snarl up and keep run- 
ning past the start of the G.O.P. | 
| Convention. 


{Democratic sessions, the party’s 
| hassle in Chicago would take prece- 
dence over the preliminary fea- 
|tures of the Republican meeting in | 


'in from time to time, the networks 
|figure. Which has given birth to} 
'a new gag line going the rounds 
here 


“We interrupt this convention to | 


bring you a convention.” 


| good are the suburban “ 


PX SLOW TOEND | 
DOWNTOWN KICK 


FRED HIFT 


| 





By 

Hogtied by the courts, snarled 
in red tape and held down by tra- 
dition, the film business continues | 
to give the suburbs the brush. 

Industry’s unwillingness—or in- 
ability—to keep pace with shifting | 


population patterns, which in re- 
cent years have seen suburbia 
emerging as a prime market, is 
costing Hollywood many millions 
|of dollars in potential boxoffice 
revenue each year. | 

Big questions asked are: Why 
can't the big pix preem day-and-| _ 


date in selected suburban firstruns 
and the downtown houses? What 
saturation” 
playdates? Why are films lagging 
behind other industries in recog- 
nizing the new trends in the flight 
of population to the suburbs? 
The distributors know they're 
missing out on a good bet and that, 
in the light of changing conditions, 
their merchandising approach 
nores the new and stringent 
tates of “convenience” 
lic, which no longer treats “down- | 
town” as its: entertainment mecca. 
But exhibition is slow to rise to 
the occasion. 
The only 
has been 
blossomed 
to 


an 


ig- 
dic- 
for the pub- | 


excep‘ion, of course, 
the drive-ins, which have 
out to a total of close 
3,000 since 1946 and which 
inadequate extent—are 
Continued on 


to 
an ex 
1°) 


page 


Amusements Big 


Segment of U.S. 


Washington, July 31 


Entertainment added. $2,695.000.- | © 


000 
year. 
Radio 


te. the national income last 


and television broadcast- 


{ing contributed $612,000,000 to the 


total, an 
casting, 
upbeat, 
the total, 


all-time high for broad- 
Motion pictures, onthe 
provided $1,003,000.000 of 
and all other amusements 


added $1,080,000,000, says the U.S 
| Department of Commerce. 
Film industry paid a total of 


$754,000.000 in wages and salaries 
last year, compared with $456,000.- 
000 in broadeasting and $804,000.- 
000 for all other. amusements and 


| recreations combined. 


Since it would be the peak of the | 


| 
| 


| 


San Francisco. Latter would be cut | jobs were provided. 


| 


All branches of motion pictures 
provided the equivalent of 205,000 
full-time jobs for 228.000 men and 
women in 1955. Radio and tv 
broadcasting had the equivalent of 
72,000 jobs spread among 79,000 
employees. In all recreation and 
amusement, about 238,000 full-time 


Broadcasting continues to hold 
its top position in the amusement 
field in wages and salaries. Its 
fulltime employees averaged $6,333 
last year. The comparable figure in | 
motion pictures was $3,678. 








\Zeckendort CBS in Huddles On 
)-Block N.Y. Television City for °59 





James Mason on Actors 
Here’s actor James Mason 
on the actor’s role in films: 
“It’s difficult to be a fine 
actor in pictures. As a matter 
of fact, the best performances 
are very often given by those 
who don’t know they’re acting 
—the ‘natural’ actors. 
“They're either the child ac- 
tors, or those who act on a 
child’s level. And for that 
matter—a dog can give a 
darn interesting performance 
sometimes.” 





| firm. 


$150 m0 000 In 
9 Profits For 
TV Broadcasters 


Washington, July 31 
A whopping $150,200,000 in 
profits (before Federal taxes) was 


registered by the television broad- 


casting industry last year for a 
gain of approximately 67° over 
1954, according to the annual re- 
port issued by the FCC last week 


on financial operations of stations 
and networks 

Earnings of the networks, in 
cluding their owned and operated 


stations totaled $68,000,000 and 
accounted for about 45° of the 
industry’s profits The year’ 
earnings compared with $36,500, 
000 in 1954. 

The industry’s gross’ business 
reached a new peak of $744,700.- 
000, an increase of approximately 


25° 1954. The nets, 
of $374,000,000, 
about 


1954 


with 
ac- 
half of the busi- 
their gross was 


o over 
revenues 
counted for 
ness In 
$306.700,000 
Of stations 
oper the full year 
mission reported that 
in the black, including 
(Continued 


were in 
the Com- 
228 were 
28 UHF 
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ee Davis’ Show Biz 
Gamut Now Covers Disks 


Kansas City, July 31. 

Blevins Davis, ballet, legit and 
motion picture producer, is now 
delving into a publishing and re- 
cording venture with local asso- 
ciates. He has set up Foremost 
Records, with two affiliates, San- 
dusky Music to handle BMI tunes, 
and Jennings Music, as the ASCAP 
Davis is president, and John 
Sandusky will be v.p. and general 
manager of the publishing compa- 
nies. 

Sandusky has been a longtime 
acquaintance of Davis. In the past 
he was associated with Shapiro- 


(Continued on page 52) 
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The talk about a Television City 
in New York for CBS has again 
cropped up and this time it’s re- 
ported that serious discussions are 
now under way between network 
chieftains William S. Paley and 
Frark Stanton, and realtor William 
Zeckendorf which lead a 
deal in the very future. 


could to 
near 
the Television 
extending from 


Proposed site for 
City is the area 
30th to 37th Sts., fronting on 11th 
Ave., oa Which now run the New 
York Central tracks. It’s under- 
stood that the tentative bluenrints 
for the project are so massive in 
scope that Columbia's TV City on 


the Coast is dwarfed in comparison. 
The plaza alone, it’s estimated, is 
five times as large as the one at 
Rockefeller Plaza, 

CBS-TV is understood ‘o be 
shooting for a 1959 occupancy 

Problem of where to locate has 
long been a vexing one to CBS 


Last serious proposal was to build 


in the West 60s in the area of the 
proposed Lincoln Square cuitural 
centre, but this hit a succession of 
snags. 

Apparently NBC looks all set to 
build opposite Radio City on Ave- 
nue of the Americas between 50th 
and 5lst streets, extending back to 
the Roxy Theatre in a project to be 
undertaken by the Rockefeller in- 
erests 


Pourbon on the Rocks 
When Cops Claim Rze’s 
No Lady in Coast Bow 


Hollywood, July 31 
Rae Bourbon’s debut as a 
“femme” entertainer has run afoul 
of the Los Angeles County Sher- 
iff’s office. Formerly Ray Bour- 
+ bon, a singer of risque songs, Miss 
30urbon who was “christined” 
several months ago in a ries of 
operations in Mexico, was arrested 
last night (Mon.) in her bow at the 
Melody Room here on a cliarge of 
impersonating a woman 
Defendant insisted she ym. 
an and spent the night in the 
county jail wearmg a velvet wn, 
She pleaded not guilty at hear- 
ing held this morning (Tu in the 
Beverly Hills Muncipal Court and 
a jury trial was set for Sept. 21. 
It’s recalled that when the Sa- 
hara Hotel, Las Vegas, wanted to 
dump the contract of Christine 
Jorgensen, the Las Vegas police 
dept. wrote the former GlI-turned- 
femme that he would be arrested 
if he showed up in the town. Let- 
ter was addressed ‘Dear Sir.” 
However, when contractual diffi- 
culties were straightened out, Miss 
Jorgensen became persona grata 


and has since played several Vegas 


| engagements, 
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‘Our Films Permeated With Love 
For the Ordinary Man, Says USSR 


Spokesman at Czech Festival 


By GENE MOSKOWITZ 


Karlovy Vary, July 31. 

East Europe plays its film fes- 
tivals straight; the Karlovy Vary 
outing had the spotlight only on 
pictures with none of the social 
diversions, such as visits by flashy 
stars of Hollywood, Rome or Paris, 
that are typical of the western 
fests. No celebrities, no political 
frictions, just films. And the lat- 
ter mostly were of light interest, 
meaning a dull time was had by all. 

It was the first Karlovy Vary 
Festival with Western coverage 
and the Babel of lingos left many 
statemenis subject to confused in- 
terpretations. Herewith a_ few 
quotes jotted down at random— 

“We went to make humorous 
films without them being comedies 
in the very sense of the word... . 
That Eastern German film showed 
the war was won only by the Rus- 
sians. It should not have 
called Ernst Thallmann but 
Quiet on the Western Front’. . 
You stav here and Ill Go to Amer- 
ica. 
get a car.” 

And some notes— 

At a visit to a local glassworks 
the visitors were given little glass 
pigs. One guide innocently re- 
marked that a year ago the me- 
mento would have been an image 
of Stalin. ... Igor Rachuk,. head 
of the Soviet Delegation, in his 
speech before the screening of the 
first Russo pic said, “I do not wish 
to speak now of Soviet films which 
you will see at the festival. They 
will speak for themselves. All I 
want to say is that all our films are 
guided by one idea, fully in keep- 
ing with the festival motto; they 
are permeated with love for the 
ordinary man, with our striving 
for noble relations among the peo- 
ples, which will guarantee lasting 
friendship between nations.” 

Karlovy Vary was a famous i 

Contes on page 16) 


NATKE’ s Tom 0’ Brien 
Influences BBC-TV 


Canceling Gridcasts 


London, July 31 

Appeals from Sir Tom O’Brien, 
MP, general secretary of the Na- 
tional Association of Theatrical & 
Kine Employees, British Actors’ 
Equity and the British 
Artists’ Federation urging the Foot- 
ball League to eall off proposals to 
network football matches for Sat- 


‘All 


n- 





urday night tv, influenced the de- 
cision to postpone the matter in- 
definitely. 

An offer of $280,000 from the 
commercial network was rejected 
along with a BBC-TV bid of 
$160,000. 

Sir Tom had stressed that. be- 


sides dealing a lethal blow to many 
provincial theatres, the network- 
ing of Saturday night games could 
ultimately lead to a complete 
breakdown of British film produc- 
tion. 
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fad will be dead by January, Lib-| great nephew) were among those 
erace is dropping his “Bridey who took part; Clemence Dane | 
| Marphy” revue, “Come as You scripted the proceedings. 

Were,” which was planned for’! 


|Instead he will do 
| With Liberace,” showcasing pian- , 


been | 


That is the only way I'll ever | 


been found by Olga Tschechowa, 


|industry for 


/of cosmetics 














Ellen Terry Memorial | 











| 


London, July 31. 
A lineup of topflight legit stars 





on Sunday (22) commemorated the 
first stage appearance 100 years ago | 
of Ellen Terry, who died 
The event, put on by the Ellen 
| Terry Fellowship, comprised a bi- 
ography in dramatic form with ex- 
itracts from some of the plays she 
acted in, and was staged at her 
former home in Kent. 

Sir Lewis Casson, Sybil Thorn- 
die, Margaret Johnston, Peggy Ash- 
'ecrof’, Irene Worth, Emlyn Williams 
and Sir John Gielgud ‘Miss Terry’s 





‘Reincarnation’ Can’t Last, 
So Liberace Dees a Switch 


Hollywood, July 31. 
On theory that the reincarnation 





opening on Broadway that month. 
“An Evening | 


Show People On 
The Andrea Doria 


ist and his brother George and or- | 
chestra for a limited engagement. | 
Liberace is retaining “Come” for | 


his return in October to the | 
Riviera, Las Vegas, where unit, 
broke in. | A batch .of show people and 


in 1928. | 





other notables were involved in 
| the collision of the Italian luxury 





| liner, Andrea Doria and the SS. 
Olga Tschechowa, Vet Stockholm of the Swedish Line | 
id | last Wednesday (25) night. 
German Pix Star, Runs Camille M. Cianfarra, N. 


Times Madrid correspondent who 
was on his way home aboard the 
Andrea Doria, and his eight-year 
old daughter, Joan, were killed im- 
mediately. Mrs. Cianfarra, the 
former wife of the American 
| Broadcasting Co.’s Washington cor- 
jrespondent Edward P. Morgan, | 
was seriously injured and Mor- ‘i 
igan’s 14-year old daughter, Linda, 
adopted by Cianfarra, was less | 
iseriously hurt. Her escape was | 
termed a “miracle” by many. 
Morgan, having been told that | 
his daughter Linda was killed, did | 
a report on the collision the same | 
night for the network. Though he! 
spoke of the “dead girl,’’ he didn’t 


OK Cosmetic Biz at 60 


Munich, July 24. 
What to do when youth and ¢a- 
reer are waning? An answer has 





reigning queen of the German film 
some 20 years, circa 
1925-45. 

Parallel with her pic career, Miss 
Tschechowa took up the science 
in Germany. After 
the war, she took advantage of a 
legit engagement in Paris to con- 
tinue biology studies at the Uni- 
versity of Paris. Two years ago, 
she opened a chic salon in Munich 
and started manufacturing beauty 


bk mention that she was his daughter. 
/creams, with her name and fame |. ‘ bhai tte a : g 
Retiger y ™ ae . | Lhe miracle ending resulted | 
as chief promotional plus. The biz cog . 
is doing fine when Linda who was in the same | 
; : ‘abi vhie or stepfather, N. Y. 
Miss Tschechowa, cabin which her stepfather, N. Y 


Variety | 


‘happen to the luxury 


winter 


now approach 
her 60th birthday, became a 
star in Germany in the mid-20s. 
She has 178 films to her credit, 
mainly starring roles, under direc- 
tors like Rene Clair and Willi 
Forst. 

Though her film activities have 
declined from the pre-war rate of 
five a year, she still makes an oc- 
casional flick. Next screen. assign- 


Times correspondent Camille Cian- 
fara was killed, was found on the 
Stockholm immediately after the 
crash—and before any life boats 
had passed between the two ships. 
Authorities believe that one of two 
things happened: the violent col- | 
lision catapulted her out of her | 
bed aboard the Doria to the for- 
ward deck of the Stockholm, or 


ing 





ment will be in the fall, together ad me a liner’s smashed | 
with daughter Ada and grand-|2°W Scooped her to satety as } 
daughter, Vera, now 16. withdrew after the crash. Juve 
: F suffered a broken collarbone and 
‘bruised legs, but will reportedly 


make a full recovery. 

Ballet dancers, Istvan Rabovsky 
and his wife, Nora Kovack, who | 
recently escaped from Hungary, | 
were close to the spot where the 
Doria was rammed, but they es- 
caped to safety in their under- 
clothes. 

Ruth Roman, on her way 

(Continued on page 63) 


Reported Hilton Eyeing 
The Breakers, Palm Bch. 


Palm Beach, July 31. 

Reported that Conrad N. Hilton 
negotiating to take over the 
snooty and historic old Breakers 
Hotel, through whose portals only 
an aged, “restricted” clientele is 
permitted to pass. Under Hilton 
operation, the Breakers’ would | 
break all barriers. 
Just the reverse is expected to 
Boca Raton 
Hotel, near here. Since the Schines 
sold out to Arthur Vining Davis 
it is expected that Boca Raton, 
home of many New York 
film moguls, will now become a re- 
stricted private “club.” 


is 
back 





Fewer Features 
Fret Mexicans 
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|Richter von Zalamea” 


| government, 


Republic Screen-Crediting Veit Harlan, 
Maker of Notorious ‘Jew Suess’ Film 





French Nudes Is Bad 


+ Political past of foreign film; 


ks 
|ers may worry the public in the 
| countries concerned, but it doe<n’t 
necessarily concern the American 


News for Choristers, “istr>utors. 


Republic has in release a 


Newcastle, July 31. | called “Circus Girl,” a combination 

Choristers in “The French Re- | of two German pictures made by 
vue” here received anonymous let- | Veit Harlan, who gets directing 
ters threatening “death” if they credits on the screen. The duo— 
appeared in the nude at the Opera | “Stars Over Colombo” and “The 
House, Belfast, during week of | Prisoner of the Maharaja’’- 5 
July 30. Letters, all typewritten, | released in Germany by the Gloria, 
bore Belfast, Northern Ireland,|, Harlan is the man who made (he 
postmarks. Police are treating | infamous and viciously anti-Semitic 
| them fairly seriously. ‘Jew Suess” for Hitler’s propa. 
Slim Ingram, manager of the ganda chief, Josef Goebbels. Fi 1, 
show, said: “I know this looks |# distortion of a Lionel Feuch. 
like a publicity stunt. Believe me, | “@"8e" novel, served to inflame 





racial hatred in Germany and ot} 


. , ” le 
it isn't. countries. ; 
The threatening letters included | Following the war, there were 
such phrases as “Even a Corpse | yiots in various cities in Germany 
wears a shroud in a coffin” and | when Harlan pictures were ye. 
“If you want to be a martyr, take | jeased. Sentiment has now died 
off your clothes and die.” Threat | gown somewhat. ~ 
of death was by shooting. ! Nevertheless, a prominent Ger- 
— ;}Man producer recently ditched 
i i , | Ernst von Solomon as a scripts 
Metro S Dance Plus 3 | writer on the upcoming film. “On 


Other Yank Pix Slated 


| Order of Canaris,” 


fearing Solo- 


mon’s past record. Solomon was 
a good Nazi and after the war 
wrote “Der | Fragebogen,” rhe 


For Edinburgh Festival 


London, July 31. 


“Invitation to the Dance,”’ made 
‘by Metro in Britain, which cap- 


tured the top award as an Amer- | 


ican entry at the 
| Film fest, has been 
;showing at the coming Edinburgh 
Film fest, under the British ban- 


the first issued list 
“The Brave One” 
(20th- 
(orig- 
(AA). 


included in 

of selections: 
(RKO), “The King and 1” 
Fox), and “On The Bowery” 
inally titled “Skid Row’), 


Three U.S. productions are | 


recent Berlin | 
accepted for | 


Questionnaire) which had a strong- 
ly anti-American bias. 
Republic has another German 


picture with a director who has 
openly avowed his Nazi leanings, 
It is “The Congress Dances." 
lensed by Franz Ante], an Austrian 
active in both local and German 
production. Antel recently pro- 
claimed (Variety, July 18, p, 2) 
;}in a Vienna bar that he was “an 
old Nazi and proud of it.” He, too, 
was charged with making anti- 
Semitic remarks. As a result, there 


Also chosen were “Reach for the | 


Sky,” “A Hill in Korea” and 
“Seven Years in Tibet” (British); 
“Les Assassins du Dimanche,” 


and “Les 
(French); 
(Russia); 
“Der 
Ger- 


“Marguerite de la Nuit” 
Mauvaises Rencontres” 
“The Rumyantsev Case” 
“Oedipus Rex” (Canada) and 
(East 
many). 

Other entries from these coun- 
tries are being reviewed by 
Festival Advisory Committee which 
| will issue further lists at intervals. 

Arrangements have been made to 
present “Reach for the Sky” in 
connection with a special series of 
performances to celebrate the 21st 
anniversary of the Rank organiza- 
tion. 


Billy Rose Talks Talent 
Exchange With Russians 


3illy Rose, after a week’s nego- 
tiating in Moscow with the Russian 
has got the Reds to 
agree in principle to an exchange 
of talent between the two nations. 
Impresario, who acted on his own, 





will try te clear with the U.S. gov- 


ernment on the barter of talent; 

in time to get showcasings open in 

both countries by New Year’s. 
Rose, seeking the Bolshoi Ballet, 


|Obraztzov’s Puppet Show and the 


Agents use talent as pawns, shifting them from screen to video. 


the | 


——— = = ee | , Mexico City, July 31 Soviet Army Ensemble of 200 
=| Mexican producers’ accent ON | yoices (who have appeared in Lon- 
g/1 |j| more quality and fewer pictures | don), has the interest of ABC-TV 
has the unions worried. in doing a video show. Plans, con- 
Joblessness so far this year is a | jydeq in Moscow this week, blue- 
“ARIETY matter of concern to the Picture ‘print an exchange of four com- 
Production Workers Union (STPC) | panies to play six cities in the re- 

| whose officials have been huddling | |spective countries 

. . ° with the Banco Nacional Cinema- | ; a ge le 
Subscription Order Form tografico in an effort to force up the | _ He will try to line up Marlan 
level of production Anderson, Vladmir Horowitz, Louis 
According to union, it now has | Armstrong, perhaps Emmett Kelly | 
on . ; only 13 units—with a crew of 29 | and a “couple of dozen American 
Enclosed find check for $ each—at work. However. produc- | beauties. He suggested other 
One Year ers aren’t worried. They say it |"ames, including Ann Mille 7 Ray | 
Please send VARIETY for Won Voor pays for them to take 162 weeks | Bolger, Benny Goodman and Tom- 
WO reals to make 40 pictures this year as|™y and Jimmy Dorsey. 

: against the 129 weeks it took to Soviet agreed on tv perform- 
To Terecrcr eer tere eee ee eee ee ee ee produce the same number of films|;ance for its stars if it proves 
(Please Print Name) | in 1955. _ ___'"necessary for economic reasons.” | 
| 
Pati cbeabewesedes cote nt be bbedebathekeases Pj St © k d | { TV? | 

+ PPPevre ry rer rrrerrree Zone.... eee IX ars uC ere nto 

Hollywood, July 31. 
2 Sereen Producers Guild roundtable on television brought out these 
Regular Subscription Rates | comments: 4 
Stars were being “suckered” into deals for telefilm series which | 
One Year—$10.00 Two Years—$18.00 | were cutting the throat of the film industry, and of the stars, too. 
} Canada and Foreign—$1 Additionai Per Year | Television was a promising, but just another, source of literary 
| Supply but tv scripts are deceptive and must be carefully translated 
VARIETY Inc. A theatre screen terms of impact. 
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But established boxoffice figures should stick with their home team 
‘and have no truck with the broadcasters. 





was a move to bar him from work 
in Germany. 


Harlan’s first film since the war 
was “The Undying Beloved,” made 
in 1951. It died. In 1954, he de- 


stroyed—in the presence of a no- 
tary—one of the two existing nega- 
tives of “Jew Suess.” The other 
is held by the U. S. Goyernment in 
Washington. Even as he burned 
the film, Harlan said he had many 
offers, including one from Eg 
for the footage. 


Hilton Looks Hot For 


New Hotel in Frisco: 
Means 2 New Legits? 


San Francisco, July 31 
Conrad Hilton’s plan to build a 





1.200-room hotel in Frisco, in the 
talk stage for many months, ap- 
pears on the verge of jelling. It 


would, as one result, give the Bay 
City a pair of new theatres to re- 
place the 30-year-old Curran and 
Geary. 

Main wheel in the project, aside 
from Hilton, is~ financier Louis 
Lurie, who owns the Curran and 
leases the Geary. 

He has insisted all along that 
there can be no deal for his prop- 
erty unless Hilton replaces the two 
theatres. 


Ordinarily, Hilton might be 
tempted to look elsewhere tor a 
location, but it’s known that: 

He wants a flat piece of land 


close to the heart of the downtown 
sector of Union Square; 

Contractor Robert Cahill, who 
owns a 99-year lease on the Geary’s 
land (Lurie sub-leases from him) 
and-owns the building next door, 
is eager to sell to Hilton, because 
it will help the business of his ad- 
jacent nine-story garage. and 

Cahill and Lurie will presum- 
ably give Hilton better terms than 
anyone else in Frisco. 

The land included in the Hilton 
deal would result in demolition of 
both theatres. It is the same site 
on which Matson Navigation Co. 
held an option last winter. The ship- 

(Continued on page 16) 


Dean Martin’s London 
Palladium Negotiation 


London, July 31 

Dean Martin has been in con 
munication with London Palladium 
impresario Val Parnell concerning’ 
stage dates in Britain as a solo at- 
traction, sans Jerry Lewis. 

Martin clicked here with his re- 
cen* record “Memories Are Mace 
of This,” and is anxious to piay the 
Palladium and provincial musi¢ 
halls. 
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Suburbs Grow 6/1 Over Towns 


The American suburbs are growing six times as fast as the 
population outside of metropolitan areas. 
As of the first of this year, the population in the suburbs of 162 


key 


63° increase over 1940. 


cities was estimated at 44,000,000. 


That’s a 17,000,000—or 


By comparison, the population in the metropolitan areas has 
gone up only by 10,600,000, or 25°, during the same 16 year span, 


4 


and there has been an 11% 


increase in the number of people liv- 


ing outside the metropolitan and suburban areas. 








Semenenko's Personal WB Holdings 


Not Fully Evident Yet Where Boston’s First National °* 


Bank Comes In On Warner Deal 
+ 





Serge Semenenko, senior v.p. of | 
the First National Bank of Boston, | 


is listed as owning 160,000 shares 
of Warner Bros. 


common stock in | 


a corporate notice relating to the | 
sellout of Harry M. and Maj. Albert | 


The shares are 
menenko’s name_ personally 
not in the bank’s. 

This suggests that First of Bos- 
ton is not 
WB and would be consistent with 
early suspicion that such a money 
institution, 
dent, would not want to buy into 
a picture company. There was no 
immediate clarification of the situ- 
ation and no hint as to whether 
Semenenko, if indeed he has the 
stock in his personal portfolio, was 
financed by the Boston institution. 

Deal for the 160,000 shares, 
consummated on July 10, makes 
Semenenko the second largest 
stockholder of WB, Jack Warner 
being the first. Basis of the trans- 


Warner. 


in Se- | 
and | 


actually an investor in | 


| 


| 


on the basis of prece- | 





Just Like Pop (In-Law) 


Hollywood, July 31. 

Robert L. Jacks, son-in-law 
of Darryl Zanuck, appears to 
be following the latter’s lead 
in the matter of subject matter 
for feature films 

Zanuck has announced “The 
Secret Crimes of Joseph Stal- 
in” as an upcoming produc- 
tion. Now, Jacks has regis- 
tered “Trotsky” and “The As- 
sassination of Trotsky’ for 
film properties. 








Ttalian Hunch: 


| 
| 


action was payment by Semenenko | 


$4,800,000 for the stock. 
Amount of stock taken by Wall 
Streeter Charles Allen and other 
Semenenko associates has yet to 
be revealed. 


of 





SANDERS FRERES PREP 
JAMES MASON FILM 


Hollywood, July 31. 


Denis and Terry Sanders, Acad- 
emy Award winning brother team, 
will launch independent feature 
production with “Bellingham,” star- 
ring James Mason. Deal is con- 
tingent upon final script approval 
and Mason’s ability to fit the proj- 
ect into his freelance schedule. 


Jellingham,” Elliot West’s Col- 


lier’s mag story of about three 
years ago, was purchased by the 
brothers for $15,000. It is the story 
of an Oxford University professor 
who is an international undercover 
killes West is now screenplaying. 

Brothers, who won an Oscar for 
the short “A Time Out of War,” 
will share production chores. Denis 
\ direct and Terry will be in 
Charge of photography and _ pro- 


duction design. Brothers currently 
are scripting “The Naked and the 
Dead” for Paul Gregory. 


HARRY WARNER’S HEALTH 


Active at NAG 


Pioneer Parks— 
Walks With Cane 
Hollywood, July 31. 

Harry M. Warner, since his re- 
t nt as head of Warner Bros 
has been the subject of many ru- 
mors as to his health. Efforts to 
Bt inside line a couple of 
V back were not successful. 
It is now known that he entered 
Cedars of Lebanon Hospital for a 
Checkup the same day Jack Warner 


assumed the WB presidency. 
i Now Harry Warner 
lénna a ar 
“ence at racetrack. He is involved 
in large 
Cushbreds and intimates think 
7 rather than motion pictures 
las been his predominant zest in 
Past two years. 


15, 


ne of the authentic pioneers of | 


| world-wide market, 


For Magic Slant, 
Use U.S. Writer 


Making a major bid for the 
ternational, and particularly 
American, market via _ its 
with Paramount on “War 
Peace,” 


in- 
the 
tieup 





| 


| Spain, 
ithe official 





OLD U.S. PRODUGT Too Consciously Aiming to Please 


V5, NEW FILMS 


Old, largely pre-1948, features 
which American film companies 
sold in block to “television” will 


soon begin playing South American 
and European theatres in competi- 
tion with current U.S. features. 
Also negotiations are under way 
between at least one of the tv dis- 
tributors of Hollywood backlog 
product and representatives of Iron 
Curtain countries to buy a group 
U.S. oldies. 
Furthermore, it now looks more 
than likely that pix from at least 
‘one of the libraries will go into 
where—as of the moment— 
American indus‘ry boy- 


|cott against imports continues. 


|Dominant Pictures, 
| release 
| bought 


| brary, 


chief for 
theatrical 
arm of PRM Inc., which 
the Warner Brothers li- 
said last week in N. Y. that 


sales 
the 


Norman Katz, 


| he was going to South America first 


| 


to make thea’rical deals, and that 


{he planned to leave Aug. 21 for a 


| trip to 


Eastern Europe, starting 


|} with Prague, Czechoslovakia. 


| 


| Same 
'the Soviet 


He no‘ed that, 
the theatres, 
fered an 
market 


quite apart from 
European tv also of 
important and 
for American 
is true of the tv 


product. 
chains in 
satellite nations. 

The Warner library, acquired by 


| PRM for $21,000,000, consis ed of 


|750 features. 
|repurchased the theatrical foreign | 


| 


and | 
the Italian production firm | 


of Ponti-DeLaurentiis is seeking to | 


make similar 
ture productions. 

In its desire to obtain story ma- 
terial suitable for international ap- 


arrangements on fu- | 


peal, the Itale production company | 


is aiming to team topnotch Ameri- 
can writers with Italian directors. 
It feels that American scripters 
experienced in writing for the 
can provide the 
ingredients for the European di- 
rectors 

In line with this thinking, 
DeLaurentiis is arranging meetings 


>, ago dies 


| for 
to transform to the screen. | 
Ponti- | 


between U. S. scribs and European | 


directors to discuss 
It recently flew Helen 
now a freelance scripter after be- 
ing with Metro for 12 years, to 
Europe to confer with Rene Clem- 
ent and Vittorio DeSica. As a re- 
sult of these conversations, Miss 
Deutsch has a tentative deal 
the Italo company to script 
pictures. 


story 


two 


ideas. 
Deutsch, 


with | 


‘ 


Miss Deutsch is currently in 
New York to confer with NBC on 
the spectacular, “Jack and _ the 
Bean Stalk,” which she is writing 
| for November airing. She expects 
to tackle the Ponti-DeLaurentiis | 
projects sometime next year. 
Meanwhile, she has a bid from 
Hecht-Lancaster to convert Irwin 
Shaw's “Lucy Crown” to the 
screen. 


| Street.” 


has left | 
hospital and is much in evi-| 


scale breeding of thor-| 


> fj Im industry and the daddy of | 


il ip} 1one, 
What 
the 


was to 
is to widescreen, 


which 
Cinerama 


‘th a cane but rumors of a’ 


sound | Gotham 


beginning of a technical re-| 
vi ‘olution, Harry Warner now walks | 


breakdow n of health are not sup-| 
Ported by his mobility and activity. | amount. 


Jules Schermer Off M-G 


Hollywood, July 31. 
an association of approx- 
one year, Jules Schermer 
Metro and 


negotiating 
a new deal with another major 
taking with 


Producer: is him, to 
launch his new affiliation, “‘The 
an original screenplay by 
Leo Townsend. 

While at Metro, Schermer pro- 
duced “These Wilder Years’ and 
conceived and prepared a musical 
version of “Anna Christie.’ Studio 
subsequently decided to produce it 
first as a Broadway musical. 

& 


Hitchy Back From Africa 
Alfred Hitchcock arrived in 
on the Queen Elizabeth 
| yesterday (Tues.) and after a three- 
day stay heads for Hollywood, 

Producer-director had been 
Africa scouting locations for his 
next, “Flamingo Feather,” for Par- 





After 
imately 
departed 


1S 





in | 


| 


Of these, Warners 
rights to only 250, leaving Katz 
free to sell the remaining 500 as 
he pleases. He made it plain that 
he had no misgivings whatever 
(Continued on page 63) 


Hypnosis Fad Fades, So 
Par Speeds Up ‘Bridey’ 
To Get In on Ballyhoo 


Paramount is speeding work on 
“The Search for Bridey Murphy” 
with the intent of getting the pvo- 
duction into release before interest 
in the hypnotic-regressive excur- 
sion back to Ireland of the years 
down much more. Film is 
the editing stige and 
are its release will be set 
late summer. 
was just a few 
(Continued on 





now in 
chances 

It months 
page 63) 


ago 


National Boxoffice 





Metro Lot Tells This— 


Hollywood, July 31. 

Director Tony Mann had as 
a visitor on the set where “Men 
in War” is shooting a Boston 
brain surgeon with whom 
Mann attended Newark’s Cen- 
tral High School. 

Medico reminded Mann that 
they had appeared together in 





growing 


a high school production of 
*Alcestis.”’ 


“That's right,” Mann said, 
“and do youremember another 
kid in the play named Dore 


Schary?” 

“Yeah,” responded the saw- 
bones, “Whatever happened to 
him?” 


No End to That 


Summer-Autumn 
Timing Argument 








Comparative lack of “big” pic- 
tures currently available to the! 


theatres is causing unhappiness 
among exhibitors. 

“What's the use 
‘Eddy Duchin Story’ and a ‘King 
and I’ a couple of months from 
now?” complained one theatreman. 
“I look down the list of upcoming 
features, and it looks good. Mean- 
while, what do we have to play 
right now?” 

Isn’t it wise for the industry to 
release its big product in the fall, 
when the tv shows cothe back on 
the air and competition will be 
stiff? 

“Tes,” 
people 


of having an 


“but 
to 


said, 
going 


he 
are 


right now 
the theatres. 


~ (Others) Trips Many: Jean Renoir 


Making pictures “conse iously 
| PR ese to please the public” is a 
mistake and frequently backfires, 
says French director Jean Renoir. 

In Manhattan to discuss release 
ot “French Can-Can” and to put 
the finishing touches on his latest, 
the Ingrid Bergman starrer “Elena 
and the Men,” Renoir said he was 
not at all happy with a tendency in 
Europe to aim for a treatment that 
would please American audiences. 

“IT don’t think we do it so much 
in France,” he noted. ““Most French 
directors seem to have made up 
their mind that they'll never 
‘conquer’ the American market. 
That’s the best way of making 
pictures. As for myself, I even 
think it’s wrong to try too hard to 
please the public. The main thing 
is to make good pictures that will 
satisfy and mect the artistic stand- 
ards of the men behind the cam- 
pra.” 

Commenting release of 


on the 


his “French Can-Can” in the U.S., 
Where it wasn't an outstanding 
success at the Fine Arts in New 
York, Renoir angrily pointed out 
that the pic'ure had been badly 
edited. 


“Can-Can in essence is a contrast 
between corny posteards and cyni- 
cal observations about making 
money,” he said. ‘In this version, 
they took out a lot of the money 
aspect. With my _ pictures it is 
dangerous to cut. I am like a 
painter. My pictures need color 
and contrast. It the contrast is 
removed, the film suffers.” 

Always a top craftsman in 
color lensing field, (he made 
River’ in India), Renoir said 


the 
“The 
he 


| was disappointed in the quality of 


That’s when we need the pictures. | 


I prefer 
to a pot 
rainbow.” 

Exhib, who asked to remain 
anonymous, said some of the de- 
ficiences in distribution and exhi- 


my 
0’ 


money 
gold at 


in the pocket 
the end of a 


bition were obvious, “but nothing 
will be done about them because 
(Continued on 


page 63) 


Survey 


‘King’ Still Wears Crown as Biz Keeps Up Pace; 
‘Moby’ Close 2d, ‘Duchin’ 3rd, ‘Cinerama’ 4th 


Most fir 


cevered 


the key 
had another 
week with last 
winners copping 
in 
Champ again 
(20th) with 
close 
Duchin 


in 
VARIETY 
Session this 
week’s, Big Three 
the boxoffice sweepstakes 
same order of finish 

“King and_I” 
nes “(WB) 
position and 


st-runs cities 
by 


good 


the 


“Moby 
in very 
“Eddy 


money. 


second 
Story” 
taking show 

All three are now in wide 
but 
hurt 
others 
Holiday”: (C’rs 
at the b.o 


show- 


case circulation none of them 


appears to be 
the 
*““Cinerama 


by the competi- 


tion of 
continues loud 


situations where it’s on 


(UA 
circus 


view and 
the 


entry, 


es ‘“Trapeze’”’ 
fourth spot. Latter 
first of the tall money 
go into circulation, is now 
stages of several of its 


repla in 
-makers 
in 
runs 


to 
late 








‘Cowboy’ for Presley 
Hollywood, July 31] 

Hal Wallis purchased Mar- 
garet Agnes Thompson's Good 
Housekeeping yarn, “The 
Lonesome Cowboy.” 

It will serve as first 
Presley film. Herbert 
will script. Filming 
year or early 1957. 


Elvis 
Baker 
late this 


but ! 


| 


| 


nonetheless showing Sufficient 
Slaying power to rate fifth in this 
week’s roundup. 

“Pardners” (Par) received only 
a mention last week, since it was 
playing only in Chicago It’s now 
in seven of the covered keys and 
on the basis of this makes seventh 
spot “Seven Wonders of the 
World” is eighth Next is “Some- 
body Up There Likes Me” which, 
although moderate in New York, is 
doing good to lofty business in 
many othe ities renth on the 
list is Fastest Gun Alive” (M-G 
which is taking nice income in 
most locations 

Oklahoma” Magy is plaving! 
too few dates to make the Top 
Ten but looks a cinch to take the 
spotlight when it gets around 
“Away All Boats” (1 is drawing 
tall coin but in this instance, too, 
exhibition has been too limited to 
warrant listing 

*‘Fantasia,”” Walt Disney reissue, 


business in 
and a couple 
keys reported on. 
‘lying Saucers” and 
Col combo, are strong 


is doing remarkable 
San Francisco, L. A., 
of the other 
“Earth vs. 
‘Werewolf,” 


ir Louisville. U's ‘“‘Rawhide Years” 
is good in N. Y. and Indianapolis, 
but slow in Detroit. 


*Ambassador’s Daughter” (UA), 


is showing plenty of strength in 
Chicago. 


Boxof fice 
Pages 9-11.) 


(Complete Reports on 


being turned out by the 
labs today. “They used to do good 
work,” he commented, “but they 
no longer do. It’s become too much 
of a factory proposition.” 


the color 


Renoir said he had made actually 
two versions one French and 
one English on the Bergman 
picture. Warner Bros. will release 
the film in the U.S., but only in 
the English “There are 
various estimates how much 

(Continued on 18) 
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Senators Flatly Reject Allied Plea 


For Film Rental or Other Controls’ 


Washington, July 31. 

A Senate Committee has unani- 
mously rejected exhibitor-recom- 
mended (1) arbitration of film 
rentals, (2): government control of 
film rentals, and (3) production by 
the divorced circuits as solutions 
to the problems of the theatre 


owners. 
Instead, just as it did three years 
ago, the committee has recom- 


mended that the industry handle 
its own problems, and that it set 
up an all-industry arbitration sys- 
tem (excluding film rental arbitra- 
tion) as the principal tool. It also 
favored elimination of the admis- 
sion tax. 

The Senate Small Business Com- 
mittee, in a report based on its 
hearings of exhibitor complaints 
Jast spring, agreed sympathetically 
that film exhibition is badly off, 
even worse off than it was during 
the 1953 hearings by the commit- 
tee. 

However, the Committee said it 
didn’t believe the problems were 
caused by villainy of the distribu- 
tors or failure of the Justice Dept.’s 
Anti-Trust Division to enforce the 
law, as alleged by independent ex- 
hibitors. Rather, it found the diffi- 
culties due to new competition— 
principally television—-and changed 
economic conditions. 

Significantly, the subcommittee 
which conducted the hearings this 
past spring was dominated by the 
Democratic Party. Three years ago, 
the hearings were held by a Re- 
publican-controlled subcommittee. 
But both produced aimost identical 
findings. 


Film Biz Tensely 
Awaits S0c Bill: 
Will Ike Veto? 


Washington, July 31. 
The eyes of the entire motion 
piciure industry are on the White 


House this week, waiting to learn 
whether President Eisenhower will 
sign or veto the admissions tax 
bill. 

The measure, approved unani- 
mously by both the House and 
Senate, would eliminate the 10° 
bite on all tickets costing 90c or 
less. Present law exempis tickets 


priced at 50c or less. 


The Treasury estimates that the | 


the govern- 
revenue an- 


lose 
of 


measure would 
ment $60,000,000 
nually. 

Before the bill passed, 
Treasury opposed it in any form, 
contending that the cut was un- 
necessary and the tax revenue was 
needed 
the Senate, spokesmen said assur- 
ance had been received from Ad- 
ministration circles that the 90c 
figure would be acceptable. Since 
then, the Treasury Department has 


refused to confirm any change in 
its earlier position. Thus, it may 
still be urging the President to 
veto the bill. 

On the other hand, the White 
House is certain to be impressed 
by the fact, that the bill sup- 
ported unanimously in both houses 
of Congress and _e that several 
G.O.P. senators who face nip-and- | 
tuck reelection races, have been 
Strongly for the bill. 

Finally, the speed with which 
the bill whipped through The 
House and Senate, in the busy 
closing days of the session, indi- 
cates that Lady Luck was riding 
with it. Some industry figures have 


a strong feeling that the same luck 
will not fail it now. 

Regardless of the outcome, some 
significant figures have been 
earthed by COMPO. This 
dustry organization reports that 
only 350 theatres have admission 
scales exceeding $1—meaning the 
great majority of situations would 
be free from all admission taxes 
if the measure now before Con- 
gress is approved. 

At present a 10° tax is levied 
On tickets costing over 50c. New 
bill would exempt admissions up 
to over $1. 


the | 


When the bill was before | 


un- | 
ail-in- | 





+ 
Berger Disappointed 


Minneapolis, July 31. 


Greatly disappointed over 
Senate Small Business sub- _ 
committee’s unfavorable re- * 


port on all Allied States’ exhib- 
itors relief proposals, Bennie 
Berger, chairman of Allied’s 
emergency committee which 
led fight for them, says other 
action must and will be taken 
to help small theatre owners. 

Need for relief is greater 
than ever because situation is 
becoming progressively worse, 
he claims. 

Berger is confident that at 
allied’s board meeting this 
month new steps will be 
adopted. 


Hal R. Makelim’s 


‘Peacemaker To 
United Artists 


Independent preducer Hal R. 
,Makelim claimed in New York this 
|week he spent a little under $400,- 
1/000 in making ‘The 
las the first of a projected series of 
features in participation, via the 
so-called Makelim Plan, with ex- 
hibitors. He said he shelled out 
'an additional $334.000 in ‘trying 
ito put the plan over.” As _ pre- 
viously reported, the scheme was 
ldropped because of inadequate 
itheatre support, and Makelim was 


} 














|left with “Peacemaker” on_ his 
| hands without a distributor. 
| But that’s the past; Makelim 


now has a deal with United Artists 
for release of his picture, which 
has James Mitchell and Rosemarie 
Bowe in the leads 

Makelim spent months on tour 
of the country, visiting exhibitors 
individually and in groups in quest 
of their backing. A total of 3.447 
houses pledged to play his product 
through pre-production contracts 


‘but he was still $500,000 short of 
his objective, said Makelim. He 
claimed all money poured _ into 


both the plan and the initial film 
was his own. 
Film-maker said he’s 
that all those who entered the now- 
abandoned contracts will book his 
picture in addition to the oper- 
ator of 6,000 other theatres who 
had expressed interest in his plan 


‘ ‘ ‘ . 
Graham Greene Scripts 
% ° J 4’ bd $ 
For Preminger’s ‘Saint 
Otto Preminger, now in London, 
vesterday (Tues.) signed British 
(Catholic) novelist Graham Greene 
to do the screenplay for “Saint 
| Joan.” 
| Preminger 


will produce and di- 


jrect the adapiation of the Bernard 
Shaw play for United Artists re- 
lease. 


CATHOLIC MEN PROTEST 
Say Swedish “Witch” Degrades 
Womanhood 

San Antonio, July 31. 

The Arechdiocesan Council of 
Catholic Men protested the show- 
ing of a Scandinavian film the 
council terms licentious and de- 
grading to womenhood 

Rev. Erwin A. Juraschek, 
erator, said the film is also 
cent and uses suggestive dialog 
The pie is “The Witch” which 
opened here at the Empire Theatre 





mod- 
inde- 


on Thursday (26). 

Censured by an AACM review- 
ing committee, the pic has also | 
come under fire of the San An- | 


tonio Movie Advisory board, Juras- 
chek said the council has protested 
to George Kaczmar, manager of 
the Empire, operated by Trans- 
| Texas Theatres, Inc. 
The film is showing to 
| only at $1 admission charge. 
Alfred Katz in N.Y. 

Alfred Katz, United Artists for- 
;eign department exec, returned to 
| his New York office last week after 
six weeks in the Far East and 
Australasia. 

He discussed sales and promotion 
plans with the company’s managers 
and distributors. 





Peacemaker” , 


confident | 


adults | 


'SKOURAS SCIONS’ 
UNITED ARTISTS PIX 


Hollywood, July 31. 

Plato and Spyros Skouras Jr., 
ons of 20th-Fox topper, have set 
'a deal with Max Youngstein to 
| make one-to-three pix annually for 
United Artists release beginning 
with “Sierra Baron” under Artists 
Productions banner. 

Brothers previously were in on 
a coproduction deal with Robert 
L. Jacks and Bob Goldstein, mak- 
ing “Killer Is Loose” and “Kiss 
Before Dying” for U.A. under 
Crown Productions tag. 


Court Restrains 


Early Release 
Of ‘Bus Stop 


Playwright William Inge won 
his case vs. 20th-Fox yesterday 
(Tues.) when Federal Judge Rich- 
ard H. Levet granted an injunc- 
tion to Inge and the limited part- 
nership of the W-S Bus Stop Co., 
restraining the motion picture 
company from release of the film 
version of the play prior to Dec. 1, 
1956. 

Order extends to the U. S. and 
Canada, but can be vacated should 
Inge & Co. fail to live up to the 
stipulations of the contract, i.e. to 
have a first-class road company op- 
erating until Dee. 1. If no 
company is functioning, 
would have the right to release the 
film within 30 days. 

Judge Levet ruled that not only 











could 20th not release the film till | 
but no theatres could | 
advertise the starting date of the} 
picture until four weeks prior to| 


December, 


the opening. 


Inge was required to put up a/ 


$50,000 bond, should 20th in the 
end be entitled to damages. Court 
was told that a road company 
would start presenting “Bus Stop” 
in Chicago Aug. 13. 

20th faced a _ similar 
once before, in the instance of 
George Axelrod’s “Seven Year 
Itch.” Like “‘Bus Stop,” the film 
also starred Marilyn Monroe. 
get an earlier release for ‘“‘Iteh,” 
20th reportedly paid $175.000. 
indicated that, with Inge, 20th will 
appeal the decision. 


L.A. to N.Y. 

Pier Angeli 

Nat Benchley 

Robert Breen 

George Cotton 

George Cukor 

Bill Doll 

Bert Friedlob 

Jack G. Gross 

Susan Hayward 

Jose Iturbi 

Stubby Kaye 

Philip Krasne 

Joshua Logan 

Walter Lowendahl 

Carol Morris 

Cyril Ritchard 

Alex Romero 
| Lou Schonceit 
| Renee Carroll 

Jimmy Wakely 

Max E, Youngstein 


Europe to N.Y. 
Alan Becker 
Mimi Benzell 
Carmen Capalbo 
Stanley Chase 
eter Glenville 
Alfred Hitchcock 





Schonceit 


Sol Hurok 
Dorothy Kilgallen 
Richard Kollmar 


Robert Lewis 

Joseph L. Mankiewicz 
Carole Mathews 
Siobhan McKenna 


Buddy Pepper 
Jane Pickens 


Helene Pons 
David Ross 

i; Sol C. Siegel 
Frank Sinatra 
Chandos Sweet 


| N.Y. to Europe 
| Fred Astaire 

| Gladys Cooper 
Buster Crabbe 
Jack Leffler 
James Mason 
Mitchell Parish 
Herman Shumlin 
Isaac Stern 

Don Tannen 
King Vidor 

j Jerry Wayne 
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dilemma | 


To | 


It’s | 


ee 


Foor eoe 


ew York Sound Track 
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Spyros P, Skouras told this one on himself at a recent London 
luncheon in his honor: “For years my assistant, Ulrie Bell, had 


trouble with his hearing and I wanted him to buy a hearing aid, 
Finally he got one and I asked him if he could hear me, ‘Yes, I cay 
Mr. Skouras,”’ Ulrie said, ‘but now I don’t understand you.’ ” 


Four-column cartoon in the Hindusthan Standard, New Delhi, has the 
new Russian leaders standing over Stalin’s grave.. Caption is, “The 
Trouble With Harry,” from the Alfred Hitchcock picture about a 
corpse that kept disinterring ... Jerry Reed, of the cast of “Inherit 
the Wind,” which is now on summer layoff, signed by Gold Medal 
Productions ... “Assassination of Trotsky” registered as title for a 
feature by Robert L. Jacks . . . Some important European films got 
made recently despite dark fiscal clouds. ‘Monte Carlo Story,” with 
Marlene Dietrich had money problems and almost didn’t get finished, 
Ditto ‘‘Gervaise,” the Maria Schell starrer. Latter had additional 
difficulties since Miss Schell insisted on dubbing her own voice in 
French and the producer didn’t think she was right for it. 

Columbia acquiring the French “Papa, Mama, the Maid and 1” tor 
U. S. release, with Edward L. Kingsley handling sales as per usual. 
Pic has a partly-English soundtrack . .. Warner Bros. honored the 
passing of its newsreel with a big announcement—exactly five lines, 
Reel folds Aug. 23... David O. Selznick interested in signing Canadian 
actor Christopher Plummer for films. Plummer is currently appear- 
ing at the Canadian Stratford Shakespeare fest. French producer 
George Loureau arrived last Friday 

Controversial nude footage in Norman Krasna’s “The Ambassador's 
Daughter,” snipped from domestic footage, has also been excised from 
the version to be released overseas. United Artists execs, after con- 
ferring with French exhibitors, deciced the material was a little too 
broad even for European tastes. Scene in question was shot by 
Krasna in a Paris nitery and shows a line of cuties nude from the 
waist up. Footage was to underline a story revolving around the 
blushes of leading man John Forsy the. 

Metro admen, making big plans to promote “Tea and Sympathy," 
refer to the film as the “boy-meets-boy” picture. It’s the first Ameri- 
can-made pic to deal frankly with the subject of suspected homo- 
sexuality. 
| Groucho Marx was invited by the London Observer to comment on 
the 60th anniversary of motion pictures in connection with the paper's 
| film exhibition. The reply came from Gummo Marx, who explained 
that Groucho was home with a cold. He added that Groucho was not 
in a position to write 1,000 words for $200. ‘‘As a matter of fact,” 
he added, “he has $200 and he doesn’t know 1,000 words.” 

French film director Jean Renoir writing a book on his father, the 
| painter Renoir who died in 1919. Book will be in the form of pere 
sonal recollections. Gallic film vet spent six months with him towards 














the end of World War I when Jean was wounded in the legs and 
|couldn’t walk. “We had much time for a great many talks then,’ 
recollects Renoir. No publisher has been chosen yet for the tome 


which should be out next year. 


Jean Renoir, asked on Bill Leonard’s “Eyé on New York” CBS-TV 


show whether he believed in worrying about the U. S. when making 
his pictures, replied: “The American public is like a pretiy girl. If 
you court her too much, she may rejéct you”... Same picture was 
advertised with two different titles in N. Y. last week. One ad, 
taken trom the 20th-Fox pressbook, read: “D Day, Sixth of June.” 
The RKO ad just read “Sixth of June.” And that’s the way 20th 
originally had it ... French Government now forces all French pro- 
ducers to process their color work at the new Technicolor lab near 
| Paris ... MPEA’s Robert Corkery on the sick list . . . London’s New 


Chronicle took a second look at Marilyn Monroe, this time through a 
woman’s eyes. Conclusion: Miss Monroe wears dresses that are too 
tight, and she should lose weight Leo Pillot, 20th exploitation 
topper and magazine contact, leaving the company, 

Sam Spiegel has-.his long-distance problems, with “End As A Man” 
now shooting in Florida and “Bridge Over the River Kwai’ set to 
roll in Ceylon in a few weeks. ... Sam Katzman has made the big- 
time. His production of “Earth vs. Flying Saucers” is set for the 
Paramount, on a two-week locked booking... October issue of Cos- 
mopolitan giving a heavy play to various aspects of the film industry. 

While RKO was working overtime on a buildup for Diana Dors, 
Allied Artists quietly snared distribution rights to “Yield to the 
Night,’ which the British actress made in England. Jack Cohn 
now owns 62,156 shares of Columbia stock, having collected 1.516 via 
the recent stock dividend and sold 3,100. ... Morey Reden, formerly 
with Disney, went to the animation department of Film Creations. 

Leonard -Wayne left Paramount, joined the Arthur Jacobs p.r. 
company “Moon is Blue,” current, is the first reissue to play 
the Little Carnegie in its 30-year history. 

Paramount’s “Ten Commandments” (four hours) and “War and 
Peace’ “three and a half) both will have 10-minute intermissions, with 
“Commandments” playing two a day and “Peace” continues. ... Most 
Broadway showcases sluggish over the past weekends, which was re- 
garded as the ebb tide of the tourist influx. Number of 
expected to pick up again within a couple of days. . . New seven- 
year pact given Abe Schneider at Columbia provides for a weekly 
payoff of $2,750 to Sept. 14, 1957, and then $3,000 per for the balance 
of the deal and an option on 35,000 Col shares at $17.76 per share 

Herman Weinberg on the committee to pick the six foreign films for 
the TOA film fair in September. Museum of Modern Art, incidentally, 
is charging TOA $175 a night for its screening roorn. Earl I. 
Sponable, 20th-Fox research topper, facing printing equipment prob- 
lems in his effort to put out a magoptical combination print Latter 


visitors 19 


should now be ready by the first of the year.... “Oklahoma” won't 
open abroad in the Todd-AO version before Christmas. Spyros 
P. Skouras, 20th prexy, due back from Europe Aug. 15. Edward 


L. Kingsley and Duncan McGregor joined with France’s Jean Renoif 
in a discussion of foreign films on CBS-TV Sunday (29). ... France's 
“Si Tous les gars du Monde,” which won the prize at the Czech Kar- 
lovy Vary film fest, will be released in the U.S. by Disney’s Bueno 
Vista outfit.... Big theatrical b.o. danger this fall are the many films 
skedded to go on television, opines Spryos P. Skouras Jr. of the Skoura$ 
circuit. German star Cornell Borchers and producer Toni A. 
Schelkopf send word of their marriage at Garmisch-Partenkirchen. 
Hal Makelim’s indie production of “‘The Peacemaker” credits screen 
play to a Hal Richards. Richards and Makelim are one and the same. 


. . Frank Sinatra is in from Madrid, starts his p. a. stand at the 
Paramount Aug. 15. 


N.Y to L.A. 


Lee J. Cobb 
Sidney Franklin 
George Jessel 
Marty Jurew 
Jerry Lewis 
Vincent Price 
Monty Shaff 





————— 


Joel Preston to Columbia 

. Joel Preston disclosed this week 
he’s liquidating his own public re- 
lations office to join the Columbia 
press department. 

He'll work directly under Al 
Horwitz, Col’s studio publicity di- 
rector. 
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~ Civilian Shudders For ‘Next War’ 
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DEAN—-DEAD STAR 





By KAY CAMPBELL : 
Hollywood, July 31. 

From Hollywood to the hinterlands of Camp Pendleton is a 
short hop, geographically speaking, but to the fourth estaters who 
junketed down the coast to attend the world premiere of Allied’s 
“Hold Back the Night,” it was a trip to never-never iand. The 
Hollywood press is not exactly unaccustomed to junkets, premieres 
or war films, but the spectacular show staged by the U.S. Marine 
Corps in various sections of its 200 square-mile-base was an eye- 
opener. 

mie is one thing to glimpse a new but dormant weapon and hear 
tall tales about its possible performance in actual combat and 
something else again to watch a realistic assault against the enemy 
from an up front observation post. It’s a far cry from sitting on 
the edge of your seat in a theatre while the hero conquers ail 
dangers to sitting on a hilltop with bombs bursting on the right, 
flame throwers searing the earth on the left, and jet planes diving 
to within 35 feet overhead. The impact on civilian eyes, ears and 
nerves is shattering. The Marine Corps’ newest concept of am- 
phibious warfare is something out of science fiction. 

Credits for the pre-premiere program for press and personalities 
go to Allied Artists, Major General George F. Good and his troops, 
and the Santa Fe R.R. It was a fine example of showmanship 
from beginning to end, a conversation piece packed with inside 
headline material for members of the Hollywood contingent, and 
loaded with thrills. The opening at the Cresta Theatre in Ocean- 
side netted $2,500 for the local USO. 


Renoir Restoring Cuts, Will Re-Issue, 











Perhaps Re-Make His Pacifist Film 


Rights to the French film classic, + 
“Grand Illusion” (The Great Illu- 
sion), have been bought back by 
the picture’s director, Jean Re- 
noir, who intends to reisue it in 
its original version. 

Renoir, in N. Y. last week, said 
he was collecting all the footage 
that had been cut from the film 
when it was first released in 1938 
and intended to restore it to the 





Hoilywood, July 31. 

“Paths of Glory,” 
Cobb tome about purported cow- 
ardice of some French troops in 
| World War I, has been bought by 





negative. After that, possibly in a| producer-director-writer team of 
year, he may remake the film which | Jim Harris and Stanley Kubrick. 
he described as set in a time|who will probably film it as an 
‘when war still seemed to be 


indie venture. 


fought by gentlemen.” “Grand II- 





en, 


WARNE RG EERIE 
Teal OF TACT 


By ROBERT J. LANDRY 


Nearly a year after his death 
(Sept. 30, 1955) the late James 
Dean is not only Warner Bros. 
most “alive” star but he is at the 
moment the company’s No. 1 pub- 
lic relations problem now that the 
young actor’s third and last fea- 
ture film, ““Giant”’ is going into re- 
lease. 

Recognizing that the James Dean 
cult is nothing to trifle with and 
aware that this phenomenon “goes 
way beyond ordinary pressagen- 
try” Warners will this week con- 
fer with outside psychologists, pub- 
lic relations counsel and funds- 





raising experts. The latter are in- 
cluded because of the possibility 
of all the James Dean fan clubs 
being united behind some sort of 


'a “Foundation.” 


Some World War | Cowards 
Theme of ‘Glory’ Film 


Humphrey | 


a : = Pair are currently working on a 
rates has a World War I beck- | tri-ply deal on Metro’s “The Burn- 
6 ana and a partner bought ing Secret,” and will begin screen- | 

r «= : ‘ ” 
; : - » 2... 1 Dilaying “Glory hereafter. 
back the rights to “Illusion” for | Playing rlory” thereafte 


They are repped by Ronnie Lu- 
| bin of the Jaffe agency. 


Eastman Kodak 


$20,000. He’s now trying to stop 
the global distribution of the film, 
which is still making the rounds, 
in anticipation of the release of the 
new version. Pic stars Jean Gabin, 
Pierre Fresnay and Erie von Stro- 
heim. It was based on a Renoir 
glory 

Coming at a time when the 
world was getting ready for World 
War II, the pacifist message of “II- 
lusion” caused many countries to 





Eastman Kodak Company’s sales 





delete footage from the picture. and earnings for the first half of 
= \ as edited differently in prac- | 1956 hit a record level. Sales for | 
sone every country, noted | the 24-week period totalled $325.- | 
° : ll 4 ni © > “y ‘ » : | 

is thé 0, &. dee tettanes. thal 0,431 with a corresponding net | 


a of $38,753,316. 
role of the Jewish character in the | a 6.6% I 


film was eliminated completely. It |j, 1955 
was played by Dalio. Renoir in- | ae: 
tends to restore it. 


Latter represents 
rise over the same period 


Sales rose 2.9% 
$315,850,102. Net was equal to 
$2.11 per share on 18,277,260 com- 
mon shares outstanding, compared 
with $1.97 share 





Buffalo, Town of Origin, 





per last year. 

° Earnings befor taxes stood at 

21st City to Install $83,274,031, compared with $79,- 
544,759 in 1955. 





Todd-AO ‘Oklahoma’ 


Buffa‘o, July 31. | 


DRIVE-INS SAVIOUR 


The Century (Buhawk) closed | 

Sunday (28) for installation of new ‘Dp? 

€quipment and screen for the FOR B FEATURES 
showing of “Oklahoma” beginning Minneapolis, July 31 
ae 15, Although preliminary! “Bg” pictures, which almost  in- 


for the Todd-AO projection | 
ess were held by the American | 
il Co. here 


variably nowadays experience 


Pro tough boxoffice sledding if they're 


Ont 


Bun ee a year a60,! able to crash a firstrun downtown 
ey a be the 21st city to see | theatre here. may be finding a 
ne py “a | . Te ° 
F —- a ,,| profitable haven in the local drive- 
‘Xpected run of Oklahoma” | jng 
Wil probably free for exhibition At least. in several instances dur 
In other - Rah: -aniecka ahh i. 2 ast, : ‘ Sté : - 
uct ep loc al first runs the prod- ing the past two seasons such fare, 
ime earmarked for | after being rejected by the down- 


town conventional houses, has had 
its initial showings in the ozoners 
to healthy business. 

Latest example is Allied Artists’ 





BRITAIN GETS ONLY 


C’SCOPE ‘OKLAHOMA’. 


London, July 31. 
Only the CinemaScope version 
of Oklahoma” is to be shown in 
Britain. RKO has set Rodgers and 
Hammerstein tuner to premiere at 
the Odeon, Leicester Square, dur- 

ing the first week in September. 
There is, apparently, no inten- 
tion of showing the alternative 
Todd-AO version which, of course, 


would involve a major theatre con- 
Version, 





Up 6% Over 55 


over last year’s | 


It is thought desirable—if a 
practical plan can be devised—to 
channel the adoration of Dean 
(5,000 to 6,000 letters a week still 
coming in) into affirmative direc- 
tions rather than let the macabre 
aspects get out of control. 

Psychologists will almost cer- 
tainly get into the act immediately 
Warners third James Dean film is 
exposed publicly. The 
would take care of that even if the 
more reputable members of the 
head-shrinking fraternity waited to 
be invited. 

Religious Overtones 

The amazing popularity of Dean 
goes beyond ordinary dimensions. 
He is some sort of a symbol, 
though exactly what sort is not 
fully evaluated. 
the mourning and some disturbing 


| 


+ 








quacks | 
| for scoring Cinerama’s new “Search | 


The intensity of | 


“resurrection” and “reincarnation” | 
themes recurring in the fan mail | 


are the more remarkable in the 


light of Dean having appeared be- | 


fore the American public in but | 
|two films—‘“East of Eden” and} 
“Rebel Without a Cause.” In each 


he played a soul-tortured, insecure, 
sensitive and parent-fighting youth. 

Just as the young actor zoomed 
across the national horizon, gen- 
| erally marked as one of the new 
| boxoffice bets, he died in an auto- 
mobile crash which carried neu- 


lessness bordering on self-destruc- 
tive urges. The nature of the death 
seems to have inflamed the mysti- 
cism since evident in his following. 

Warners this week will decide 
which is psychologically-best of the 
alternatives of: 

1) Ignoring Dean’s death (as do 
great numbers of the Dean fans 
who write him letters as if he were 
still alive). 

2) Making exploitation 
of the brilliant promise 
tragically short career. 


Not Like Valentino 

Plainly there is something un- 
precedented in the Dean phenome- 
non, Oldtimers groping for a com- 
parison go back to Rudolph Valen- 
tino in the 1920’s. The current ob- 
servers wonder if the fabulous suc- 
cess of another modern youth— 
“Elvis the Pelvis’. Presley—doesn’t 


capital 
and the 


————E 


have an affinity. But neither ex- 
ample is pat. First of all the off- 
| beat singer is still very‘ much 


alive and shooting for his dream of 
owning a different Cadillac for each 
day of the week. Dean is in the 
grave though. that grave is piled 
high with floral tributes day after 
day. 

The Valentino 
comparable with Dean _ worship 
save only in the intensity of the 
mourning. Valentino leaped to 
fame playing an Oxford-educated 
sheik of Araby. He could get away 


episode is not 


| with that as his films weré silent. 


“Shack Out on 101” which recently | 
finished a big grossing first-run | 


engagement at the local 101 Drive- | 


in theatre. 


isfactory loop deal for it. 
Development stacks up as akin 
to that which has occurred for for- 
eign films here. Unable to get 
downtown first-run playing time, 
many of them have been yielding 
big rental payments to their dis- 
tributors from initial and other en- 
gagements in the city’s four neigh- 
borhood “fine arts” theatres. 


The distributor had | 
been unsuccessful in making a sat- | 


| great symbol of prosperity. 


ithe man of exquisite courtesy. | 
'a brute-who-was-also-a-gentleman | 


He was an ex-waiter from Italy 
whose myopia gave his gaze a 
come-thither irresistable to Ameri- 
can women 30 years ago. There’s | 
no doubt that Valentino combined | 
two daydreams of the gals—the | 
dream of the masterful man who | 
takes by force and the dream of | 
As 


Valentino was the great symbol of 
romance when Coolidge was the | 


Valentino in the deep appeal of, 


| the 
| house 


|}and Sundays. Poor business is rea- 


rotic implications of personal reck- | 4 . 
|ford’s nabe houses did away with 


WHO ‘LIVES’ 


Producer Must Completely Package 
For ‘Independence, Says Frank Ross 








* Frank Ross, independent pro- 
|ducer who made “The Robe” and 
| “Rains of Ranchipur” for 20th-Fox, 
|is bent on averting control on his 
| pictures exercised by the distribu- 
|tors. Companies’ power lies in the 
|fact that they provide the financ- 
| ing and thus call the turns on 
| budget, which in turn means the 
‘caliber of talent that can be hired. 
| Film-maker’s idea now is to as- 
‘semble the full pre-production 
| package before seeking out a re- 

leasing agency and the financing. 
He has the rights to “Kings Go 
| Forth” and has Merle Miller now 
;at work on the screenplay. Upon 
;completion of this, Ross will do 
{the casting. Thereupon, as per 
current schedule, he'll 


One Man’s Career 
Hollywood, July 31. 
In the growing age of spe- 
cialization, Tommy Kingston 
has achieved fame by a rigid 
demeanor. He plays corpses. 
Kingston marked his 20th 
year in this career with an as- 
signment to play a murder vic- 
tim in Columbia’s “The Miss- 
ing Witness.” A favorite of 
Alfred Hitchcock, Kingston 
specializes in doubling corpses 
on all of the director’s murder 
pix. 
Recently, he brought his tal- 
ents to tv and worked the en- 
tire drama as 








a corpse on a urre look for a 
slab in the morgue—with only distributor and the production 
his_ tagged toe showing. money. 

Several companies, particularly 
United Artists, emphasize that 


|they refrain from interfering with 


J 7 
Cinerama Paying ‘et'in the: negotiation of the dea 
° 
Top Scoring Fee 


|}that Ross feels the distributor has 
'too much voice. 


His new approach means he'll 
| have to shell out his own coin for 
|the pre-production preliminary 

Hollywood, July 31. | work. 


Dimitri Tiomkin will receive $60,- 
000, reportedly an all-time high, | 





for Shangri-La.” He will both com- | 


‘Great Concert’ for Todd; 
y0Se an nduct. . . 
ig Bo Rages is working on Russians, Alone, Making 


George Stevens’ production of > ¢ ’ 
“Giant” at Warner Brothers. When | Tolstoy s ‘War and Peace 
he completes it, he'll report to} 


Karlovy Vary, July 31. 

Mike Todd's first coproduction 
film in Russia is to be “The Great 
Concert,” not “War and Peace,” 
according to the head of the Soviet 
film delegation, Igor Rachuk, here 
for the Karlovy Vary Film Fest. 

“Peace” is now being made as a 
completely Russo film. He also 
‘ffectiv esi Se At added that Russia was open for any 
_cttectivg tomorrow, (Wednesday) U.S: coproduction offers, and. they 

Pat . * | would supply all production facil- 
the first downtown filmer to drop ities while the U.S. had only to 
pegged pctngge lage pete ts foot the technical and artistic prices 

for Loew's Pall Theatre | “2, technicians, writers or actors 

here, will run mats on Saturdays aren SS ee ee ewe weer 

. would be made. Distrib rights 

would of course be on an East and 
West basis. 

Tedd is now wrapping up the 
|deal in Washington where he is 
|confering with Russo film head M. 
Sourine. Russia had six coproduc- 


Lowell Thomas in New York to be- | 
gin working on the Cinerama entry. 


ABOLISHING MATINEES 
MIDWEEK IN HARTFORD 


Hartford, July 31. 





son. 
Some two years ago, all of Hart- 


weekday matinee shows. The 1,600- 
seat theatre has been operated by 


| the Loew s Theatres Inc. since | tions this year, with France on the 
1934. It is one of more than a Victor Hugo novel “Nine Nine 
|100 houses operated by its parent Three.” China (Red) Bulgaria 


| 
| 
| 





(ert F. Morrell of Cincinnati, 


company, At one time, the house | Greece, Norway and India. Over 13 
operated as a vauder and later for | are planned next year. 

legit. Rachuck asserts that Russia usu- 
ally buys outright and pays from 
| $30,000 to $50,000 depending on the 
film. About 500 copies are normal- 
ly made of a film for its eventual 
distrib through the over 60,000 
theatres in Russia. Television runs 
2-11 p.m. daily save Wednesday, 
but is of no competition to pix. 





CREDIT MANAGERS ELECT 





Westrex’s Herles President of 
New Film Trade Body 





Hollywood, July 314. 

Herman Herles of Westrex Sound 
Services was named president of 
the newly formed Motion Picture 
and Television Credit Managers 
Assn. at an organization meeting 
held here. Outfit will coordinate | 
the activities of credit managers | 
in the industry. 


FULL MUSTER OF EXECS 
PLOT DE:MILLE SELL 


Hollywood, July 31. 


Otl Mi Gi A series of exec confabs on 
or 21ecte rere ra . » ’ ° 
c ort aye were Mike Simon, | policy and the handling of Cecil 

onsolidated Film Industries, vee- |B DeMille’s “The Ten Command- 
pee; Ken Jones, General Film Lab, | ments.” begins this week at Para- 


secretary; and Charles Conklin, 
General Service Studios, treasurer 

Group will meet bi-weekly to 
discuss common credit problems. 


| 


mount Meetings to be conducted 
by Barney Balaban, Y. Frank Free- 
man and DeMille, will be attended 
by top Par brass from both the 
home office and studio. 

Among the execs who planed in 











. ot ; 
iC | S f d 95 from Gotham along with Balaban 
0 e lar 0 Allie , I 0 | over the weekend were George 
_—— a | Weltner, Paul Railbourn, Hugh 
Owne, Sidney Deneau, James E. 


Dallas, July 31. 
Col. H. A. Cole, Texas theatre 
operator, will be honored for his 


Perkins, Charles Boasberg, Russell 
Holman and Morris Letko. 
Jerry Pickman, Par ad-pub veep, 


40 years of service to the industry 
at the 1956 convention of Allied 
States Assn. which will hold its 


convention here at the Statler Hil- | 


ton on Nov. 27 to 29. 

Julius Gordon, head of the Jef- 
ferson Amusement Co., Beaumont, 
was here as convention 
to set up arrangements and spent 
three days with Col. Cole and Rob- 
the 

is 


convention coordinator. There 


'Valentine in the deep appeal of | also to be a tradeshow in conjunc- 


(Continued on page 18) 


tion with the confab. 


chairman | 


will head the group who will par- 
ticipate in the week long meetings. 
Also on hand will be Maxwell Ham- 
ilton, co-ordinator of world-wide 
/promotion for “Commandments” 
and Samuel J. Friedman, press 
rep. 

DeMille’s “Commandments” are 
|scheduled for openings in Novem- 
| ber and December at the Criterion 
|in Times Square and the Warner's 
| Beverly here. Plans also call for 


| bookings at a dozen other major 
theatres throughout the country. - 











a song bird with a tennis racket so 





Much ado ‘about civil liber- 


a, 


6 FILM REVIEWS VARIETY ” Wednesday, August 1, 1956 
The Ambassader’s {ile sharper overseeing of story Storm Center tHt + FFF FFF ++ FFF FF F++ PoP Poor Poe teeter ons, 
Pawghter tela partly tat opening , 
7 sequenc . 2 
(C’SCOPE-COLOR) Rains, international crook, smashes| 7 '™ciple” rendered dull. At Czech Film Festival 


Frothy, Paris-lensed, romantic 
comedy with Olivia de Havil- 
land, others, accounting for 
pleasant reund of fun. 


Hollywood, July 26. 

United Artists release of Norman 
Krasna production, written and directed | 
by Krasna. Stars Olivia de Havilland, | 
John Forsythe, Myrna Loy, Adolphe Men- } 
jou, costars Tommy Noonan, Francis 
Lederer, Edward Arnold, Minor Watson, 
Camera (Technicolor), Michael Kelber; 
editor, Roger Dwyre; music, Jacques | 
Metehen. Treviewed July 24, ’56. Run- | 
ning time, 102 MINS. 





Joan . Olivia de Havilland | 
Danny es John Forsythe 
Mrs. Cartwright ; ~ Myrna Loy 
Senator Cartwright . Adolphe Menjou 
Al . Tommy Noonan 


Prince Nicholas Obelski..Francis Lederer 
Ambassador Fiske Edward Arnold | 
General Harvey Minor Watson | 


This is one of those lightweight, 
romantic comedy affairs usually | 
designated as good summer film- | 
fare. It is engaging enough in |! 
spinning its familiarly-plotted an- 
tics to earn a fair share of titters. 
The frothy diversion whipped to- 
gether by producer-director-writer 
Norman Krasna plays pleasantly 
against a Paris setting, thanks to 
an able cast of funsters flipping | 
through the lines and situations 
while CinemaScope and Techni- | 
color make it visibly worthwhile. 

‘Olivia de Havilland heads the 
cast and obviously enjoys her first | 
venture into light comedy in some | 





time. The good time she has gets 
through to the audience and she | 


looks terrific in the Christian Dior | 
cutfits. John Forsythe also ap- | 
pears to enjoy his romantic chores | 
opposite her, and they are an ex- 
pert team in foiling for each other 


|sists are 


his hungry cat can have breakfast. 
That’s hard to take and completely 
unnecessary to set the Rains char- 
acter. As director, Milland lets the 
suspense-building intrigue falter on 
oceasion, with some staginess and 
obvious action to lessen tension. 
Maureen O’Hara advantageously 
plays the young wife of a rich, old 
man who has been prisoner behind 
the Iron Curtain for two years. 
She wants him back, but dead so 
she can claim his fortune, and 


Rains is the big operator who ar-| kreddie Slater .......... 


ranges the details, including hiring 


| Milland and his boat for the pickup. 
| Miss O’Hara makes the mistake of 


revealing her intensions to Mil- 
land during some amatory byplay 
and he switches romantic interest 


|to Yvonne Furneaux, a very inter- 


esting young lady who is one of 
the beauties Rains keeps around 
to satisfy his esthetic tastes. 


upsets the plans of Miss O'Hara 

and Rains and takes off with Miss 

Furneaux. : 
The starring foursome are quite 


roles, and giving performance as- 
Francis Lederer, Rains’ 
killer; Percy Marmont, the old 
man; Jay Novello, Lisbon official; 
Edward Chapman, Rains’ butler, 
and other characters in the script 





Climax has its thrills as Milland | Jee 


by John Tucker Battle from a story | 


by Martin Rackin. ; : 
Jack Marta’s color lensing is a 
major asset, and Nelson Riddle’s 
music ). 
Score includes “Lisbon Antigua 
sung behind the titles by a_chorus 
and Roby Charmandy in English 


and in lifting a story that basically | and again in Portuguese during a 


has very few surprise twists and 
turns. 

Myrna Loy, 
the screen, is back in the type of 
breezy thing she does very well, 
airing with Adolphe Menjou as 

is wife and the duo account for 
chuckles. Tommy Noonan szores 
strongly on the laugh end as For- 
sythe’s G. I. 
Lederer, Edward Arnold 
the light plotting. 

Krasna draws out his story for 
an unnecessary hour and 42 min- ! 
utes, but mostly manages to keep 
the quips coming often enough to 
pick up the pace when material 
thinness starts slowing things down, 
Idea behind the fun is for Miss de | 
Havilland, daughter of Ambassa- 
dor Arnold, to test the good man- 
ners of American military person- 
nel in Paris and prove that Sena- 
tor Menjou is not justified in hav- 
ing the city declared off-limits 
Forsythe is the chosen G. I., who 
believes Miss de Havilland is just 
a working girl. The ending is eas- 
ily foreseeable, but most wont 
mind watching while Krasna and 
cast work it out. 

Miche! Kelber’s lensing is excel- | 
lent, capturing some intriguing vis- 
tas of Paris. Art direction, settings 
and background score are expert. 
Footage has an occasional flaw in 
the sound with some dubbed dia- 
log effects coming through. 


Brog. 


Lishon 
(NATURAMA-SONG-COLOR) 


Ray Milland, Maureen O’Hara 

in Lisbon-localed nefarious ad-_ | 
venture meller with okay pros- 
pects, 


Hollywood, July 31. 


Republic release of Ray Milland pro 
duction, directed by Milland. Stars Mil- 
land, Maureen O’Hara, Claude Rains, 
Yvonne Furneaux; features Francis | 
Lederer, Percy Marmont, Jay Novello, 
Edward Chapman, Harold Jamieson, 
Humberto Mé@deira. Screenplay, John 


Tucker Battle; story, Martin Rackin; cam- 
era (Trucolor), Jack Marta; editor, Rich- 
ard L. Van Enger; music. Nelson Riddle; 
filmed through the facilities of Amatezu, | 
Idia, Tobis Siudios, Lishon, Portugal 

Previewed July 26, ’56. Running time, 96 
MINS. 

Capt. Robert 
Svivia Merrill 
Aristides Mavros 
Maria Maddalena 


Ray Milland 
Maureen O’Hara 
Claude Ruins 


John Evans 


Masanet 
Yvonne 
Francis 


Furneaux 
Ledere) 
Perey Marmont 
Jay Novello 
Edward Chapman 
Harold Jamieson 
lumberto Madeira 


Serafim 
Lloyd Merrill 
Joao Casimiro 
Edgar Selwyn 
Phillip Norworth 
Tio Rabio 


Fonseca 


Lisbon makes a colorful setting 
for this taie of nefarious adventure 
among the international intricue 
set. It’s an interesting plot that, | 
while not always well done from a 
writing or directing standpoint, has 
the melodramatic ingredients to 
carry it through to okay prospects | 
generally. Republie’s anamorphic 
Naturama process and Trucolor ¢o 
a long way towards visual impres- | 
Siveness, particularly in showing | 
off the Lisbon scene, 

_Ray Milland stars, produces and) 
directs. As a smooth, romanti-| 
cally-inclined American amusing 
himself with smuggling operations 
in the Lisbon area, his trouping 
comes off very well. As.a produc- | 
tion, the picture is rich in pictorial 
effects, but could haye used a Jit-! 


long absent from | 


buddy, while Francis | 
and | 
Minor Watson go along easily with | 


'forcer of law and order, as well as | 


| doesn't 


| western 
;production should get its share of 


| that 


Art direction, set- 





cafe sequence. 
| tings, costumes and other physical 
assists are excellent. Brog. 
Gunslinger 
(COLOR) 
Sharpshooting Beverly Gar- 


land enforcing law a la Annie 
Oakly. An oater with corn 
mixed in liberally. 





Hollywood, July 30. 
American Releasing Corp. release of 
Roger Corman production, directed _by 
Corman. Stars John Ireland, Beverly Gar- 


land, Allison Hayes; features Martin 
Kingsley, Jonathan Haze, Chris Alcaide. 
Screenplay, Charles B. Griffith. Mark 


flanna: camera (Pathe Color), Fred West: 


‘Tessie-Belle Chris Miller 

It's a gal wearing the marshal’s 
badge in “Gunslinger” and Bever- 
Garland is a right pretty en- 
a sharpshooter whose gun 
miss in the line of duty, 
ever when she’s beading down on 
the man she loves at the finale. 
With this twist to the conventional 
plot, the Roger Corman 


being 


playing time attention in the pro- 
gram market. 


also star with Miss Garland and 
represent the heavies of the 
Charles B. Griffith-Mark Hanna 


plot He’s a killer imported by 
Miss Hayes to bump off the mar- 
shal, and she’s the town saloon 


j}operator who has been buying up 
|property in the hope the railroad’s 


coming through. Miss Garland has 
badge because Miss Hayes’ 
men have bumped off her husband, 
William Schallert, at the film’s 
opening and she is determined to 
clean up Oracle, Tex., not know- 
ing that Ireland has been paid to 


get her if the railroad goes else- 
where. What that has to do with 
eyents is never clear but, while | 


they wait, she and Ireland fall in 
love and indulge in heavy smooch- 
ing when he’s not busy doing the 
same thing with Miss Haves. When 
the truth comes out, though, duty 
is strong and she guns down Ire- 
land, just like any other crook. 


The script and Corman’s direc- 


tion lean heavily on sex, some- 
itimes justifiably in view of the 
/Story twist, and sometimes ludi- 


crously, and the Garland-Hayes 
combo backs up whatever is asked 
in the s.a. department. Since the 
material isn’t very believable, the 
star performances are on.the same 
level, although individual person- 
alities help some. Martin Kings- 
ley is seen as the town mayor and 
Jonathan Haze as Miss Hayes’ 
handyman who loves her. 

Corman unwisely tries to dress 
up values with a chorus line in 
Miss Hayes’ saloon, but since there 
are only three femmes doing poor 
routines it adds up to nothing. 


makes a strong point, too. | 


ties angle. Spotty boxoffice 


prospects. 
Hollywood, July 31. 


Columbia release of Julian Blaustein 
(Phoenix) production. Stars Bette Davis; 
features Brian Keith, Kim Hunter, Paul 
Kelly. Directed by Daniel Taradash. 
Story, screenplay, Taradash and Elick 
Moll; camera, Burnett Guffey: editor, 
William A. Lyon; music, George Dunning. 
Previewed July 11, °56. Running time, 


86 MINS. 
, ) Feaers eves. Bette Davis 
eee DON ...<4. 000098 .-» Brian Keith 


Martha Lockridge Kim Hunter 


Judge Robert Ellerbe 


.. Paul Kelly 
Kevin Coughlin 


ees eee Joe Mantell 
Leura BOISE .occccccess Sallie Brophy 
Mayor Levering ........ Howard Wierum 
Stacey Martin .....c...- Curtis Cooksey 
Edgar Greenbaum ,.... Michael Raffetto 
Reverend Wilson ........ Edward Platt 
Hazel : Ne ieee s Kathryn Grant 
Senator Bascomb .,..... Howard Wendell 
Cen. «ids ethene cetoanea bes Burt Mustin 
Mrs. immense oo cciceeces Edith Evanson 
Mr. Morrisey .ccccccocced Joseph Kearns 
OE .cssn6eseeowns sures .. Ted Mare 
CoD 2c vecavnscseweers .. Rudy Lee 

Pe ee ee Phillip Crampton 





Failure of “Storm Center’ to 
dress its civil liberties theme in 


|attractive attire nullifies the con- 


glib and pleasing at the principal | troversy to be anticipated from its 


release. The pro and con, already 
being fanned in some quarters, 
may result in some initial wicket 
interest, but the pic will short 
change those buying it as enter- 
tainment. Overall prospects are 
spotty at best. 

The Phoenix presentation, pro- 
duced by Julian Blaustein for Co- 
lumbia distribution, never gets the 
grip of reality on the viewer as it 
weaves through a wordy, slowly- 
paced account of the storm that 
develops when a smalltown librar- 
ion defies her employer, the City 
Council, after being instructed to 
remove a _ piece of Communist 


/ propaganda from her book shelves. 


|The storm is a dull one, despite 


the contrived efforts to make it 


‘tempestuous, and never generates 
'the kind of believable dramatic im- 


pact that might have put the show 
over and made the civil liberties 


' message effective. 


| 


Director Daniel Taradash, who 
also did the story and. script with 
Elick Moll, has a cast of able per- 
formers to work with and they de- 
liver what is asked of them com- 
petently, even if the characters 
and situations rarely get below the 
surface. Bette Davis stars as the 
librarian, so long entrenched in 


|her job she has come to look on 


ithe 


editor, Charles Gross; music, Ronald 
Stein. Previewed July 27, ’56. Running 
; time, 77 MINS, 

Cane Miro .. .scccccsecss John Treland |; 
Rose Hood ..cccocccses Beverly Garland 
Erica Page ...ccccccvecs Allison Hayes 
Gideon Polk ...sccccces Martin Kingsley 
Jack Hay ..ccccccccese Jonathan Heze 
Joshua Tate ..cccccccesess Chris Alcaide 
Jimmy Tonta ..ccccecerces Richard Miller 
Zebelon Tabb ....... Bruno Ve Sota 
Felicity Polk ........ Margaret Campbeil 
Seott Hoed .ccecveccce William Schallert 
IUCR BMS cccccccccsccies Aaron Saxon 





| 


John Ireland and Allison Hayes | 


library almost as her own. 
Fired from her post, she decides 
not to fight back even though some 
bigotry and gossip put a Red label 
on her and the town’s children she 
loves turn against her. The towns- 
people see the error of their ways 
when a child burns the library and 
She’s promised her old job when a 
new building is completed. 

Brian Keith plays a young poli- 
tician who seizes on Miss Davis’ 
defiance to make himself some 
headlines. In doing so, he loses 
his fiancee, Kim Hunter, who had 
taken over the librarian post. Paul 
Kelly does the City Council mem- 
ber who tries to back Miss Davis. 
Joe Mantell, an unimaginative boor 
who fosters the gossip against the 
librarian; Kevin Coughlin, his too- 
imaginative young son who fires 
the library; Sallie Brophy, his in- 
telligent wife, are among others 
who take sides in the controversy. 

George Dunning’s score provides 
the footage with a rousing back- 


| ground, and Burnett Guffey’s pha- 





tography is good. Technical credits 
measure up to standard.  Brog. 





The Baby and the 
Battleship 
(BRITISH-COLOR) 


Wholesome British comedy of 
baby smuggled aboard a bat- 
tleship during exercises. Spoof. 
at Naval brass and traditions, 
Good fun anywhere, 


London, July 10. 

British Lion release of Jay Lewis pro- 
duction. Stars John Mills and Richard 
Attenborough. Produced by Anthony 
Darnborough; directed by Jay Lewis: 
screenplay, Jay Lewis and Gilbert Hack- 
forth Jones based on novel by Anthony 
Thorne; camera, Harry Waxman: editor, 
Manuel del Campo; music, James Stevens 
and Humphrey Searle. At Warner Thea- 
tre, London, July 10, 56. Running time, 
96 MINS. 


Puncher Roberts. . 





. John Mills 


Knogker White....Richard Attenborough 
PPeOE 5 cers ve eseeeeses Bryan Forbes 
WO PMOED. 600 00:50 ove. 08% Harold Siddons 
Sails ene se ret eer Clifford Mollison 
ED <frs ics avons sou4 Lionel Jeffries 
ET “iis he oe hee a 64 vee Gorden Jackson 
Joe see ecceeces e2¢ewee Michael Howard 
eae ere .Michael Hordern 





Commander Digby Ernest. Clark 
Gunnery Officer...John Forbes-Robertson 
Master-At-Arms Duncan Lamont 





i MO: 6reescvese es Harry Locke 
Pe Aveo vileies Cwerwdss Cyril Raymond 
ae, eons Andre Morell 
ees ..». John Le Mesurier 
ERtOrpreter .eeccsccccerss. Ferdy Mayne 
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ki 2 eer ee Martyn Garrett 





As an exampie of good whole- 
some British fun, “The Baby and 
the Battleship” should be hard to 
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Karlovy Vary, July 24. 
Egy Pikolo Vilagos ‘A Half Pint of 


Beer) (HUNGARIAN). Enterprise Magyar 
release and production. Directed by Felix 
Maariassy. Screenplay, J. Maryassy; cam- 
era, I. Eiben: editor, I. Vinceze, With Eva 
Ruttkay, T. Bitskey., E. Bull, M. Sulyok, 
E. Schubert. At Karlovy Vary Film Fest. 
Running time, 95 MINS. 

Hungarian film shapes as a 
pleasant comedy about two young 
lovers, held apart by moral differ- 
ences, who finally come of age for 
a happy ending. Cleverly mounted, 
with telling notations of character 
and place, this is an entertaining 
film in the neo-realist vein and 
might matter enough for U.S. lingo 
marts. Some curio values in its 
closeup of dailv life there in Red 
Hungary and its looksee at the 
delinquent element. Acting is ex- 
cellent especially in the case of 
Eva Ruttkay as the wife-like fun 
loving girl who finds chastening in 
love. Direction is subtle and know- 
ing and if this is not a lyrical pic 
it makes up for a familiar denoue- 
ment in iis progression, types and 
well fashioned screenplay. 


Mahiru No Ankoku (Darkness at Mid- 
day) (JAPANESE). Gendai release and 
production. Directed by Tadashi Imai. 
Screenplay, Shinobu Hashimoto; camera, 
Shunichiro Nakao; editor, Akira Ifukube. 
With Kajiro Kusanagi, S. Uemura, Terno 
Matsuyama, T. Kojima. At Karlovy Vary 
Film Fest. Running time, 120 MINS. 

Hardboiled film journalism 
makes this an offbeat negative. 
Based on a real case still going on 
in Japan tis details how police 
brutality breaks down a confessed 
murderer, of two old people, into 
saying that he had accomplices. 
Film follows through the confes- 
sions extracted from these men 
and their trial, also weaving in the 
effect on their relations. Somewhat 
long this is still stark, telling and 
actionful and might be of U.S. in- 
terest for specialized theatres 
though somber theme is limiting. 
Direction is sharp and incisive and 
technical credits and acting’ all 
combine to make this a staccato 
absorbing pic. 





Memsoborna (‘The People of Hesmo) 
(SWEDISH: COLOR). _ Nordisk Tonefilm 
release and production. Directed by Arne 
Mattsson. Screenplay, Rune Lindstrom 
from the novel by Auguste Strindberg; 
camera tEzstmanColor). .Max Wilan; edi- 
tor, Lennart Lindgren. With Erik Strand- 
mark, Hiordis Petterson, Nils Hallberg, 
John Norrminn, Curt Lowgren. At Kar- 
lovy Vary Film Fest. Running time, 106 
MINS, 


Rustic and rugged pic deals with 
a group of islanders during the 
late 19th century. It concerns an 
opportunist who marries an older 
woman to get her estate, but meets 
his comeuppance at the hands of 
her son and the elements. Some- 
what literary and sprawling, with 
violent bucolic and bawdy over- 
tones, it spins a rabelasian looksee 
at the earthy actions of these peo- 
ple. Acting is somewhat too the- 
atrical and direction sometimes 
tasteless, but color and story com- 
bine to make this an offbeater that 
may be of value for special the- 
atres in the U.S. on its rawboned 
drama and humor. It spills its tale 
of an uncouth, insular people well, 


THE WEDDING OF THE FAIRY PRIN- 
CESS (RED CHINESE; OPERA). Chinese 
State release and production. Directed 
by Sh’Chuey. Screenplay from opera by 
Sang Chu; camera, Lo Tsung Chou; edi- 
tor, Feng; music and songs, Shts’Lin. 
With Yen Feng-Ying, Wang Shao Fung, 
Chang Yun Feng. At Karlovy Vary Film 
Festival, Running time, 100 MINS, 





The very conception of this film, 
a Chinese opera, limits this for the 
U.S. However, its delicate and ly- 
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rical charm might make this an up, 


usual offbeater though it is pr, | 
marily for those familiar with :),— 
sing song chanted Chinese ope, — 
It concerns a fairy princess |iying 

in Heaven who descends to earth al 
and marries a mortal. She | ; 


e] 

out of bonded servitude and thes 
are at the height of happiness 1 
an expected child, when che « 
called back by her father. S 
told in song and gesture it r 
a poetic level and moving en:|); 
Rare chances for the U.S., bit yn) 
usual enough for extremely <po.f 


ply 


Cheg 


cialized placing. Technical ¢)«¢\\;, 
and special effects all blend jnig 
making this a successful folk op.» 
with actors and actresses properly! 


stylized, and their high keyed sing. 
ing is soon acceptable via the \ e]] 
done visuals. 


DEVDAS (INDIAN). Mohan release ang 


production. Directed by Bim! Roy. 
Screenplay, Nabendu Ghosh: ¢; era, 
Kamal Bose: editor, Singh Bedi: ; 


sit, 


S. D. Burman. With Dilip Kumar, ' 





lave 

antimala, Suchitra Sen. At Karlo, | as 
Film Fest. Running time, 95 MINS. i 
Film is slowly outlined and 


played in native fashion, but hag 


the technique and = storytelling 
manner of the west. It emerucs a 
lyrical love story of a rich, weak 
boy separated from his poorer. 


sweetheart by convention and s0- 


cial differences. The seeniingly| 
mawkish story line never geis) 
sentimental or dreary, and 


the 
deft visuals, acting and direct on 
strike a poigant note that slant this 
for possible chances in specialized 
theatre setups in the U.S. 


; 


THREE IN ONE (AUSTRALIAN). Tra, 


dition Film release and production. Di- ¥ 
rected by Cecil Holmes. Screenplay, Rex 
Reinit from stories by Henry Liwson, 
Frank Hardy, Ralph Peterson; cimera, 
Ross Wood; editor, Raymond lianson, 
With John McCallum, Edmund Allison, 


Jerome Levy, Leonard Thiele, Joon Lan. 
dor, Brian Viary. At Karlovy Vary Film 
Fest. Running time, 90 MINS, 





Film ties together three stories 
and is the first neo-realist film 
from Australia. Tales are offbeat, 
give 
them an original air it aS a 
flair that might make this an okay 
filler for secondary U.S. spots, 
One concerns the burial of an un-. 
known visitor who gets a tancy 
sendoff by a group ef miners, an- 
other is about depression days 
which lead. a burly, individualistic 
worker to steal wood for his 
friends, on a cold night, irom a 
hoarding landowner, and third con- 
cerns how a young boy and gir! de- 
cide to overcome financial fears 
and marry after a fight one night 
and their individual se!f realiz- 
ation of their love. Though 
sketchy, this is a looksee at an. 
other aspect of Australian life. | 
Direction is fair with the story lines 
making for the most _ interest 
Technical credits are good. 

La Gata ‘The Cat) (SPANISH: COLOR; 
C’SCOPE). Hispano-Fox release — 
duction. Directed by Margueritc 
andre, Rafael Torrecilla Screenplay, 
Cesar Ardavin; camera, (Eastmancolor) 
Juan Marine; editor, Mecedes Alonzo. 
With Aurora Bautista, Jorge Mistral, Nanl 
Fernandez, Jose Nieto, Felipe Simon. At 
Karlovy Vary Film Fest. Running time, 
100 MINS. 





First Hispano C’Seoper is a fa 
miliar tune played with fiery pas 
sions, bull fighting and flamenco. 
For the U.S. its simple tale and 
mounting limit this for the lingo 
circuits where its action and color 
might make this of interest. Direc: 
tion, acting and genera) aspects are 
ordinary, but C’Scope does we!! by 
the landscapes. 


Mosk. 


— 





beat, but as always when there's 
a moppet around on the screen, 
the adult actors are too frequently 
left in the shade. Nonetheless, re- 
lease should garner steady results 
overseas. 

Jay Lewis and Gilbert Hackforth 
Jones have shrewdly explotted the 
laugh angles in their screenplay, 
which is taken from Anthony 
Thorne’s novel. It’s no more than 
a frolic which frequently makes 


good-humored fun at the expense | 


of naval traditions. Most of the 
action takes place on a battleship 
but location shots of Naples are 
shown to good advantage in hand- 
some Eastman Color lensing. 
There’s not much to the basic 
plot, but the incident which it de- 
velops provides for hilarious situ- 
ations. John Mills, a veteran of the 
British navy, while ashore at Na- 
ples, accidently finds himself with 
a baby boy in his care. Not wanting 
to leave the infant he takes it 
aboard, then suddenly finds that 


the ship is sailing ahead of sched- 


ule and the child cannot be re 
turned to his family. From then 
he and his messmates of the lower 
deck are involved in a game of 


‘hide and seek, trying to conceal 


the. child from their superior of- 





ficers. Their adventures become 
more involved when a distinguished 
marshal from a foreign power 
makes a tour of inspection of the 
ship. 

Richard Attenborough, now col 
sistently type east as a ranker I", 
the British services, is the lowe! 
deck hand, mainly responsible [0 


all the trouble. It was he who took 


John Mills along on a date to meet 
the baker’s daughter in Naples, but 
the girl (Lisa Gastoni) was not 4! 
lowed out unless she took care 
her infant brother. While thé 
other couple are dancing and Mills 
is literally left holding the ba’ 
he becomes involved in a free-fol 
all, and when the roughouse is ove! 
he finds himself alone with tht 
child. Attenborough and the gi! 
return to find the ship has sailed 
John Mills, one of the most ¢& 
pendable of British screen acto! 
more than adequately succeecs |") 
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Has Video Staled 
Screen Quipping? 


Are jokes becoming a stale com- 
modity at film theatres? 

Regarded as a striking example 
of this is “That Certain Feeling,” 
new Bob Hope starrer, which is 
doing only fair business despite the 
big “sell” job Hope is doing on the 
picture. Further, it’s his first since 
“Seven Little Foys,” which was 
smash, thus indicating that the 
followup pic, “Feeling,” would 
meet with average success. 

Trade analysts have it figured 
that Hope’s quips—even though 
“Feeling” has some plot material 
—are too much the type of enter- 
tainment he offers on television. 
On the other hand, ‘‘Foys’” had a 
wide assortment of believable 
characters, mainly Hope as Eddie 
Foy, engaged in a sentimental com- 
edy and there was no “tv feeling.” 


Leather-Jackets Ahoy, 
New Sell for Metro’s 
Rough Graziano Biopic 


There'll be no “soft-peddling” of 
Metro’s “Somebody Up _ There 
Likes Me.” Because of the re- 
sults of its campaign switch with 
the picture in New York, M-G has 
now decided to play up all the 
leather jacket-angles—that is, lay 
it on the line with the public that 
the film is about Rocky Graziano 
as a young hoodlum who did a re- 
form school stretch and went 
AWOL from the Army before be- 
coming a successful boxer. 

At the outset M-G played down 
the rough-&-tough aspects of the 
film’s content. suggesting instead 
romance and the influence which 
a gal had on a man’s career, all 
designed to lure femme ticket- 
buyers. With this kind of back- 
ing “Likes Me” did modestly upon 
opening at Loew’s State Theatre, 
N.Y., but the boxoffice picked up 
when the campaign change was 
made, 

Now M-G is going all out with 
the raw material. The switched-to 
ad approach in Gotham is to be 
used nationally. 


SUSAN HAYWARD’S NEXT 
ON PLANNING BOARD 


Hollywood, July 31. 
Susan Hayward will begin work 
this Fall on a new film for 20th- 
Fox, her first under a new six-pic- 
ture, non-exclusive contract. Deal 
replaces the former exclusive con- 
tract she held with the studio 

which was nearing its expiration. 
New pact tees with a starring 
role in an as yet unselected feature 
which rolls when she completes 














YANK ADVICE ON CRASHING U.S. MARKET 


Foreign-Language Films Should Either (A) Go for Circuit Bookings (In 
Which Case, Dub English Voices) Or (B) Stay Cozy In Arties (In Which 
Case, Use Titles Only)—Each Film Judged Separately 

















By FRED HIFT 


Despite fluctuating success, the policy of releas- 
ing voice-dubbed versions of imports after they've 
played off the art circuit with only English sub- 
titles seems to be gaining favor with the Ameri- 
can handlers. 


A number of important upcoming productions 
from abroad are getting that treatment, helped 
along by a strong conviction on the part of over- 
seas producers that dubbing is their answer in the 
broad American market. 


The U.S. distribs, who claim to know the market 
better than their foreign suppliers, say that, un- 
less absolute mass booking can be achieved (up- 
wards of 3,000 or 4,000 dates), efforts are better 
concentrated on a smaller number of houses. 


It is the general concensus that, even on the more 
successful importations, about 75% to 80% of the 
revenue comes from something like 250 key spots 
throughout the country. This, in a sense, is a 
mirror image of what has been true for some 
time of the big American companies also, veho get 
the majority of the coin out of a comparatively 
small number of situations. 

Expansion Economics 

Argue the indies: ‘“What’s the use of trying to 
expand into the hinterlands, when such bookings 
are apt to lose money for both distributor and 
producer?” It’s a different story, though, when a 
picture—and it would have to be dubbed—gets 
the kind of handling that catapults it into the 
circuits, where it might garner 4,000 or more dates. 

“It’s that in-between ground that doesn’t make 
the added distribution costs worth while,” main- 
tain the indies who've been prodded a good deal 
of late—particularly by the French—on the inade- 
quacy of their releasing setups outside the keys. 

There are two lines of thought re the release of 
dubbed films. One holds that it’s a good deal to 
follow up the artie dates with a dubbed version, 
cashing in on the publicity, particularly when a 
successful import like the French “Diabolique” 
(Richard Davis) is concerned, 

Others hold that, in most cases, release in the 
specialized houses “tags” a picture, and makes it 
difficult to sell to the commercial theatres. Added 
argument, of course, is that a dubbed film tends 
to rob a good picture of its guts unless it happens 


to be precisely the kind of production that lends 
itself to lip-syne treatment. 

French director Jean Renoir said last week that 
he didn’t like dubbing “but it seems to be the only 
choice.” 

To Dub or Not to Dub 


Increasingly, European producers keep this fact 
in mind and turn out dual version. This is true, 
for instance, of the upcoming “Elena Et Les 
Hommes,” in which Ingrid Bergman starred with 
Mel Ferrer in France, with Renoir directing. 


Both Renoir and Henri Deutschmeister, the pro- 
ducer, are currently in N. Y. discussing release of 
the pic in which Warner Bros. has an interest. Ob- 
viously, it'll be put out in English version. Another 
French pic on which an English version is forth- 
coming is the Maria Schell starrer, “Gervaise.” 

Some indie distribs say that it’s wise to follow 
a subtitled pic with a dubbed version, but hold 
that, too often, the timelag between the release of 
the two is too great. ‘Wages of Fear,” for ex- 
ample, was put out with titles, then was withdrawn, 
dubbed and released again, but without success. 
Distributors Corp. of America picked up “Bread, 
Love and Jealousy” following its N. Y. firstrun 
with titles and dubbed it. “The Bed” played off 
dates in dubbed form after playing the arties with 
titles, and so did “Too Bad She's Bad.” 

“Rififi,” an outstanding success at the Fine Arts, 
N. Y., has been dubbed by UMPO, its distributor. 
Pic particularly lends itself to the treatment since 
it has many long silent action stretches in it. An 
English version also is becoming available on 
“Freneh Can-Can,” which did diappointing business 
in its original French form. 

Dubbed pix in the U.S. have, with some excep- 
tions, not been successful to date. “Fabiola” some 
years back was dubbed and cleaned up, but it was 
strictly an exploitation film. IFE released “Bitter 
Rice” in English after the original had grossed 
very well, but the dubbed version was disappoint- 
ing. On the other hand, the dubbed “Anna” did 
fairly well. The French “Don Camillo” in English 
flopped just as hard as did the original version. 

Dubbing today costs between $14,000 and $20,000 
and can be done for as little as $8,000 in Europe. 
However, insist the distribs, unless the dubbing job 
is perfect, a picture doesn’t stand much of a chance. 
(Here, again, “Mr. Hulot’s Holiday,” the Tati come- 
dy, was an exception). 





MEAGRE RENTALS FROM COMMUNISTS; 
MOST PRODUCERS STILL INTERESTED 


With the holdout exception of 
the United States, the film produc- 
ing countries of the world and 


ternational 
levels. 


cooperation 
Thinking appears to be 
similar to that which moved the 


on all ;'~ Quite apart from that, American 
film execs, currently interested in 


revenue producing ventures, point 





particularly of Europe are showing 
marked interest in trading with 
Russia and the Soviet- satellites, 


The change has come about in 


Poland, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, 
etc. began to indicate that they'd 
be willing not only to show the 
western product, 

The French, the Italians, the 
Germans and, to a more limited 
degree, the British, all have begun 
to exchange film with the Eastern 


- aie : ‘ European “people’s democracies” 
a “levee stint with Kirk! and, in some instances, have been 
a as in Aelville Goodwin, paid in dollars for their product. 

UU. S. A.,” at Warners. 





Corp. Changes in Wake 
Of John D. Jones’ Demise 


San Angelo, July 31 

John H. Rowley of Dallas, prez 
1 Rowley United Theatres, was 
elected prez of Concho Theatres 
here, a subsidiary of Rowley 
United Theatres. New directors 
and officers were named in a re- 
organization caused by the death 
of John D. Jones here. Jones’ 
Widow was named veepee of Con- 
cho. C. V. Jones of Dallas was 
named secretary and F. M. Dowd 
of Dallas was named treasurer. Di- 
rectors include Mrs, Jones, Row- 
ley and C. V. Jones. 

Bill W. Slaughter of Dallas will 
be district manager of the Rowley 
circuit and Bill Harrison, former 
Manager of the Texas Theatre will 
become city manager for Concho. 
The circuit operates three ozoners 


and four conventional theatres 
here, 





Robert M. Gates has been named 
Manager of Neth’s Markham The- 
atre, Columbus. 


The Germans, eagerly looking 
for ways to expand their foreign 
market and sorely missing what 
used to be their own market, i.e. 
ithe Eastern zone of Germany, are 
now openly wooing the Soviet 
| satellites, where the German film 
{at one time used to be popular. 

It’s acknowledged that the Red 
nations don’t pay much, but the 
attitude of the Europeans is that 
some measure of an export market 
is better than none. Specifically 
this attitude is taken by the 
French, which arranged a film 
week in Moscow. A month ago, 
Jacques Flaud, director general of 
the Centre National de Cinema- 
tografie, went to Budapest to 
screen French films there during 
a “festival” and to make deals. 

Filming of the Arthur Miller 
play, “The Crucible,” as a French- 
East German (DEFA) coproduction 
venture, is an outgrowth of this 
new cooperation. All the Germans 
did, in this instance, was to pro- 
vide their share of the coin. 

A French spokesman termed the 
arrangement an effort by the East 
Germans to show their people that 
the Government was eager for in- 








recent months, when countries like | 


but also to pay | 








Russians to go along with Mike 
Todd on a number of projected 
pix, 

U. S. position still is that, until 
and unless the film industry gets a 
real ‘prod’ from the U. S. State 
Dept., the current reluctance to 
do business with the Reds should 
and will continue. Individual com- 
panies cannot do business with any 
of the satellites outside the Motion 
Picture Export Assn. orbit under 
the existing franehise arrangement. 
There is no absolute assurance, 
however, that this arrangement 
will be continued indefinitely, and 


it comes up for renewal every six | 
| months. 





' with the West. 


out that deals with the Soviets or 
their countries hold little financial 
promise. There have been continu- 
ing attempts by the Czechs and 
others to get the U. S. to sell them 
films, but at no point has there 
been any definitive offer. Not even 
the Russians, whose Ambassador 
huddled with MPEA prexy Eric 
Johnston, have yet indicated what 
they'd be willing to pay for getting 
Hollywood films. 

Soviet line leans towards ‘“ex- 
change” more than direct payment, 
a policy that’s practiced among the 
Communist nations but obviously 
holds little promise in dealings 





Basic Statistics on Possibi 


— 


ities 


CinemaScope Has 17,385-Equipped Houses in U.S. 
and Canada 


— 


Installations of CinemaScope 
equipment in U.S. and Canadian 
theatres has reached 17,385, repre- 
senting 13,826 posibilities, i.e. 
theatres in which any one film can 
play at a time. 

Depending on whose theatre 
count one accepts, the 13,826 fig- 
ure represents—or doesn't repre- 
sent—full C-Scope saturation of all 
U.S.-Canadian possibilities. Going 
by the 20th-Fox count, there are a 
total of 23,000 houses of which 
about 18,000 would be possibilities. 
That would leave a little over 
4,000 possibilities yet to be equip- 
ped. 





Accordinng to the statistics ac- 
cepted by COMPO, 13,826 possibili- 
ties equipped takes in virtually all 
the possibilities there are. 

Among the 17,385 houses listed 
by 20th as being equipped for 
CinemaScope, 3602 are drive-ins 
and 12,967 are regular hardtops. 
There are few additional stereo- 
phonic sound installations. Num- 
ber still stands at 3,665. In addi- 
tion, there are 829 mixers and 
12,775 single optical installations. 

Only 116 houses have installed 
the penthouse that would allow 
them to pick up a single magnetic 
track from the fourtrack magnetic 
print. 











AED FILMS AND 


IW THEY SLANT 


Karlovy Vary, July 31. 

Impressions of Russian and 
Satellite film production after two 
and a half weeks of viewing their 
product at the Czech Film Festival 
here: 

Russia: Still plenty of party line 
angles in scenarios but less pon- 
derous and absurd boy-meets-trac- 
tor plotting than of yore. 

East Germany: Most backward 
Red-dominated country cinemati- 
cally. Makes films with long-wind- 
ed orations by posturing heroes of 
early Communistic movement. De- 
light in picturing West Germany 
as full of unemployment and jazzy 
delinquents. 

Bulgaria: In this country’s films 
the workers sing joyously though up 
to their necks in mud. 

Poland: Allegory of good and 
evil, as Reds read those values, 
turns into a hobnailed fairy tale. 

Red China: Mixture from this 
land is one-part Chinese folklore 
and one-part Marxian heroics. 
When drawing on classical tradi- 
tion the results are frequently ly- 
rical and artistic. 

Hungary: Possibly the most real- 
istic and least party-slanted. This 
may reflect Budapest's long experi- 
ence in making stage plays about 
people rather than _ ideologies. 
Mainly their films concern inter- 
personal relationships and not the 
class struggle. 

Yugoslavia: Has developed a 
technique of slick thrillers clearly 
influenced by western civilization’s 
film techniques. 





Magazine Yarns Spark New 
Frank Rosenberg Indie; 
Release Deal in Works 


Hollywood, July 31. 

“The Lion,” based on Eleanor 
DeLamater’s Cosmopolitan mag 
yarn, will mark the debut of Frank 
P. Rosenberg Productions Inc., in- 
die formed by the producer who 
asked for and received his re- 
lease from Warners last week. 
Firm also has E. J. Kahn Jr.'s 
New Yorker yarn “It Has No 
Name” on its slate and is current- 
ly bidding for a third property. 
Release arrangements are pending. 

Associated with Rosenberg in 
the new venture are Joseph L. Ro- 
senberg, who will serve as veepee, 
and Harold Berkowitz, secretary- 
treasurer. 

“The Helen. Morgan Story” 
“Band of Angels,’”’ which were 
Rosenberg’s slate at Warners, 
be assigned to another 
by we Burbank studio. 


‘LUST “FOR LIFE 10 
OPEN AT PLAZA, N. Y. 


Metro is giving the art 
still another whirl, this time with 
“Lust for Life,” adaptation of Irv- 
ing Stone’s biography of- Vincent 
Van Gogh with Kirk Douglas in 
the title rele. Short time ago the 


and 

on 
will 
producer 





circuit 


company launched Gene Kelly’s 
“Invitation to the Dance” in off- 
Main Stem outlets 

“Life” is set to go into New 


York’s Plaza 
tember, 


Theatre in mid-Sep- 
this being the first book- 


ing. Company hopes for a long 
run to build word of mouth, then 
figures on circuit bookings. This 
would follow the pattern of the 


“Lili” distribution a 
years ago. 


couple of 





‘Titanic’ Reissued Pronto 


Following Andrea Doria 


Sinking of the Italian Andrea 
Doria after its collision with the 
Stockholm has cued immediate re- 
issue by 20th-Fox of “Titanic,” its 
1953 Clifton Webb-Barbara Stan- 
wyck starrer. 

Said 20th sales chief Alex Har- 
rison: “I am instructing our entire 


sales organization to bend every 
effort in making available prints 
of the picture to theatres in all 
parts of the country.” 
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$1.15)— “Certain Feeling’ (Par)| Hyland (Rank) (1,357; 75-$1) —| streng starter at the Hipp. Third |™@0DS) (1,254; $1.20-$2.85)—“Cine- wk) Pw ag OS Sg , it 
(4th wk). Stays ait $5,000 for 2d)‘ All for Mary” (Rank) (2d wk). pound of “The King And I” is |Tama Holiday” (Indie) (49th wk). week $11 000 " we aaah 
consecutive week. Stays. | Holding well at $4,500. Last week, | (igunch at the New. Fourth week Sennen oo  . tl bet week, $17,500, | Trans-Lux (T-L) (500: 99-$1.80) 

Pleza (T-L) (290; 80-$1.25) $6.000. a sles of “Moby Dick” is solid at the | - Cee '—Trapeze” (UA) (5th wk), Nice 
“ 1984" (Col) (2d wk). Big $7,000), Imperial (FP) (3,344; 60-$1.10}— | stanley while the fifth stanza of | Exeter (Indie) (1,200; 60-$1)— $12,000. Last week, $15.000 
after $9,500 last week. anew by ng ae 3 ty “Trapeze” is pleasing at the Cen-|“Make Me Offer” (Indie) and “An- Viking <«Sley) (1,000: 75-$1.49)— 

Warner (SW) (1,300; $1.20-$2.40) eel yp Sn pe ae # ae /tury. “Safari had a fairish week | gel Who Pawned Her Harp” ‘(In-| “A Rebel in Town” (UA). Good 
—"Cinerama Holiday” ndie) (42d | ¢49 000 , - be “sat the Town, | die) (3d wk), Oke $4,000 Last $8,500. Last week, “A Kiss Before 
wk). Off this stanza, but still good |" jiternational ‘Tavlor) (557: $1)— | Estimates for This Week | week, $5,000. ; Dying” (UA) (2d wk), $7,500. 
$12,000, after strong $14,000 last) «7 overs and Lollipops” “IFD). Century (Frucitman) 13,000; 50- |. Bate chen d (1,373; 60-$1)— | World (Pathe) (604; 99-51.49)- 
week. Stays. Lieht $3.500. Last week. “Now and | $1.23) —“Trapeze” (UA) (5th wk). |““Pardners” (Par) and “Massacre” | “Madame Butterfly” (IFE) (2d 

Trans-Lux (T-L) ‘600; 90-$1.35) | Forever” (IFD) ‘5th wk). $3,000. (Still lively at $5,500 after $9,000 (20th). Oke $5,000. Last week, | Wk). Up to $6.000. Last week 
—"“Eddy Duchin Story” ‘Col) (2d| Loew's ‘Loew) (2,098; 60-81) — tor the fourth. wean ‘First Texan” (AA) and *“Thunder- | $5,000. 
wk). Hefty $15,000 after sizzling “Tribute te a Bad Man” (M-G). | om chwaber) 1000, 30-03) |e (AA), bot ; —_ 
$18,000. Stays. Light $8.500. Last week, “Trapeze” |— “Front Page Story” ‘tndle) (2¢ enmeore (Indie) (700; 85-$1.25) M + So b d ? 

‘UA) 44th wk), $8.500 on $1.25 top. Wk). Mild $2,000 following wend “Gaby” (M-G) (5th wk). Neat, nls.: mepody Hep 


Shea’s (FP) (2.375; 60-$1)—"‘Man | opener. |$5.000. Last week, $6,500. ‘ , . 
In Wham |Who Knew Too Much” (Par) (sth| Film, Centre (Rappaport) | (890; |! yfemorial (RKO) (3.000; 75-$1.25) 76 Boats Trim 12G 
Buffalo: ‘Duchin’ Ik). Steady $3000. Last week, | $1.25-$2.50)—“Oklahoma” (Ma; gna) | oe All Boats” (U) and “Oute ; ; 


$18,000, ‘Pards’ Strong {913909 ep) sons; s1.50-82) — | alter $9.000 for the Zia weeks {Ede the Law" (W 2d wr. tot) — “C’rama’ 306, 53d & Out 


‘ 1G Oklahoma” (Magna) (14th wk). Five West (Schwaber) (460; 50-| Metropolitan (NET) (4,357; 75- Minneapolis. July 31 
163 G, Somebody’ § 2d. Okay $8.000. Last weck, same. $1)\—"Ladykillers” (Col) +10th-final | ¢) 95) _ “King and 1” (20th) (Sth With two more topnotchers ar- 


Buffalo. July 31.  |..,0Ptown (Loew) (2,745; 60-$1) — | \ “pe — to $2, os after $2,900 | wk). Holding beff $17,000. Last ,“iving in the loop to augment the 
The Paramount is riding hig Toy riser (L ), I oor $7,500. Last for the ninth — ” 4) (2.100: | week, $20,000 above hopes. |most powerful array of boxoffice 
with “Pardners ”" figuring on a br ek, Me i, are UA) (th wk c Th te | ie Decks (Col). Pilgrim (ATC) (2,100; 65-95)— | smash holdovers within SISTERS Y » 
aca soos ae eee “Rddy @ $7.25 top, $8,560. 30-$1.29 . a a in” ol). | “1984” (Col) and “Storm Over | downtown continues to sizzle and 
week's gross of $16,500. dd Loftv $18.000. Last week, “Fastest |wach» 77 ats See 
Duchin Story” is strictly top-rung | : 3 “ “ratty NTA nM CG) 2d wir) $5.000 Nile” (Col). Brisk $12,000. Last | Produce a hefty total take. Both 
with a wow $18,000 at the tatay-| "EARTH 116, L Vil [ E; Gun Alive a of 90-79) —.| Week, “Earth vs. Flying Saucers” | newcomers in question, “some. 
be * ? . ' Mastfair ldic ks) 9 4( . 20-7 . “aa (Col) and “W re if” ( 1) ( 24) _ bedy Up There Likes Me ’ and 

ette. “Awas All Boats ‘U). Starts iwk). $11.000 betula a . “Away All Boats,” rate high 
. ae a for signa gl ‘PARDS’ COMPATIBLE 0¢ iS morrow (Wed. h PB Dust | Paramount (NET) (1.700: 60-$1) Prnmeriy deag A it’s the gS a ~~ 
a (Loew) (& ; 30-85) Was ‘ v, | pm. “—” (Par) : “Macey. | Stanza for “‘Cinerama Holiday” ant 
“Somebeds Up There Likes Me” Louisville, July 31. Little (310; 50-$1) — “Last 10 cre : a Ro ty ee the fifth, third “oe souaed for 
(M-G) (2d wk). So-so $8,500, Last “Earth vs Flying Saucers” and Days” (Indie). bey | Ag tee weck, “First Texan” | AA) ond “Trapeze,” “Moby Dick” and “The 
week, $14,000. —— enen, | Werewolt.” horror combo at the Last pres Alec pi tac " val | “Thunderstorm” (AA). $10.000. Eddy Duchin Story,” respective 
_, Paramount (F ar) (3.000; 60-80 {State teed off strong, with kid n pe Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 65-$1)— | All are still high steppers. End of 
Pardners” (Par) and “fing of the} cea a “Somebody Up There Likes Me” the 10-day Aquatennial festival 


=» 


Coral Seas” (Indie), High $16,500.) trade, as well as “Pardners” at ‘KING’ CONTINUES RULE (M-G) and “Quine: Frontier €aseS the competitive boxoffice 
é ; : eae’ : na Pee ag er - and ulncannon, Frontier |“ i 4 
Last week, “Seven Men From Now”; the Kentucky, to spark biz on the ” (TTA) . pressure for the showhouses. 


ee : ‘af , q Boag Scout” (UA). Lofty $23,000. Last 
‘WRB? and “Star of India” (Indie), | Main scem. Only other new prod. | week “Trapeze” 1 UA) (4 . er 4% ; ’ 7 
Sg eee Pa : . \ . é j y th wk), |} Estimates for This Week 
$12.000 | uct, Catered A@air’ at the Brown, OVER DENVER, 143 rG 5TH $16,500. nae Century (S-W) (1.150; $1.75- 


‘enter (Par) (2.000: 50-$1)—"The | is mild. Third week h.o.’s at the - = ive ry 4 
Ming oy r" 20th) ny wk) (5!Mary Ann and Rialto are catching | Denver, July 31. a Kege 4 an 3000: 65-$1)— $2.65 )— Cinerama Holiday (In- 
davs). Oke $6500. Last week, Satisfactory returns. “King and 1” continues in the Oe: ,0Cy Up : There Likes Me” | die) (53rd wk). Ends a run almost 
$9 000. Saliescten Gos Whiis Week spotlight here, drawing a substan- ea “a = ee. Frontier | as remarkable (as. that ot its pre- 

Lafayette (Basil) (3.000: 50-95) Beceem (Fourth Ave) (united tial $14,500 in a fifth week at the nts Naked City” $15,000. Last | decessor, “So This Is Cinerama 
“Eddie Duchin Stor” (Cel) and Oe gaa ane” eee | Canine and continuing. “Proud a K, U cr ity” (1 ) and “Brute in a boxoffice blaze of glory. 
“The Magnificent Rouchnect MTair? (MG). | ety « od $4 000 and “Profane” is good for $9,000 | * 9! ) (re-issues, $7.000. Seven W onders of the Werk 
(AA), Brilliant £18.000 “oot _ bes nto. a Swe: : ,’ 10 a second trame at the Denham. eee opens Aug. 7. Tremendous $32.00! 

ae a an improvement ever last week's ek ee : Gopher (Berger) (1.000: 85-$1 
weck, “Earth vs. | Ivins Saucers Great Day in Morning” (RKO) | Estimates for This Week Concho’ Robust 173 G, “gs bod tn Tee T the ” 
(Col) and “The Werewolt iCol) ong re : “7 ‘- Santen iar) (1947: 95.01 OR). Somebody I p There Likes Me 
and “Murder On Approval” (RKO Centre ‘Fox 1.247; 75-$81.25 (M-G). Highly rated picture 


(2d wk). $4.000. *1 4 9 ‘6 Fi er (2 ; . r4 : e 
.. mild $3,000. King and I’ (20th) ‘Sih wk.). Good “ M by’ 14! 3d sho ria favor: “evi 
hn ae one ( v G should build via favorable reviews 
Century ‘Buhawk 2.000; 60-65 , : ce o $14.000. Last week, $17.000, € €., 0 y 25 


‘Brute Ponee iDCA) and Kentucky (Switow) (1,000: 55-85) and word-ot-mouth. Good $7.00 


“nN hed City” (DCA) (weissues 4 Pardners' Pai town's strony Denham ‘Cockrill) (1.750; 60-31) Cleveland, July 31. Last week, “Black Sleep” (WA) and 
lay’ "86 500. ‘| ced until Cmtey. likely fine $9,000 and maybe “Proud and Profane’ (Par) (2d “Johnny Concho” is the best of | “Creeping Unknown” (UA), $7.100 
ee ee Se eg oe h.o. Last week, “Congo Crossing” , “k.). Good $9,000, Last week, | 4 ir bere wi eight days 
Aug. 15 when “Oklahoma” opens. , @ ; vie aaah «19 the new product here with a robust BAL Gays. 

Teck (C Products) (1.209. (U)} and “Day of Fury” (U), oke | $12,000. ‘$17,500 at the State. “Mobv Dick” | Lyric (Par) (1,000; 85-$1)—“Trap- 
$) bag 10)"Ci Sat _ YW liday? 56.000. | Denver (Fox) (2,525; 60-$1)— 5. continuing big and “King and | €ze” (UA) (5th wk). Holds .on 
Viatiet akic . * ee aon” a Mary Andersen (People’s) (1.000: ME canng are a (Col) and iy excellent. “Trapeze” i. CE aeak tenaciously, but due to give way to 
week, $14,000. 75-$1)—"“Meby Dick” (WB) (5d on saat Y pee the igs oo D bn on a moveover while “Davy Cro- |“ Meby Dick” on latter's moveover 

Biter nee wk) looks like good $7,000 on wind- een won Prete ig Mihec Boom” | ckett” was short of good. Overall, be this stanza. Okay $4,000. 
in Sathine aaa up stanza, after 2d week's oke ‘Col). $5.000 for holdover ef two | DuSiness is drawing no complaints, | ast week, $5. 500. , - 

Me City. July 24 $8000. a (the type of product accounting for |, Radio City (Par) (4.100; 85-$1'— 

l em ype ity, rg ea Rialto ‘Fourth Avenue) (3,000; ie g : smart reterns. Bey PP LAD RL: 

All menivers Who are incapaci- 75-$1)—"Kine and 1” (20th) (3d] Orpheum (RKO) (2.600; 60-$1)— | Esti 5 Gir Chis Week 'of the town. They’re still pouring 
tated from working because of age | {27°*/-> BNE ane 1) (30) “First Texan” (AA) and “Magnifi- sstamates for = wes iin. Fat $9,000. Last week, $11. 
or infirmity are getting a lump sum “*! ey oe b.o. punch wi cent Roughnecks” ‘AA). Good| Alen (Stanley) (3,000; $1-$1.25) | 900. bnfhiid ‘ 
of $1,600 by the technical-manual |" 510,008, after last week's (3d) | $10,000. Last week, “Fastest Gun !—“Moby Dick” (WB) (3d wk). Big! RKO Orpheum (RKO) (2.800: 75- 
workers locals of the Piciure Pro. | TORE $12,000. Alive” «(M-G) and “Wiretapper” , $14.500; last week, $19,000. '$1)—“Eddy Duchin Story” ‘Col! 
duction Workers Union (STPC) ! _State (United Artists) (3.000: 50- (Cont) (2d Ww k.), $7,500. Hipp (Telem ) (3,700; $1-$1.25) | 42d w k). They like this one muc h 
which has developed # $32,000 8))>~ Earth vs. Flying Saucers” | Paramount ‘Wolfberg) (2.200; —"King and I” (20th) (4th wk). | here and they're flocking to see it. 


: : ; ne ‘Col) and “Werewolf” (Col), ! 60-81)\—“Kiss Before Dy’ ing’ ‘UA)| Excellent $15,000; last week, Bi 9,000. Last week, (previously 
=, for — , grin , . opened to strong kid trade, likely | and “Manfish” «UA). Good $10,- $15,200 pone BeasecPy $17,000. , 

‘ Be Stahl Jr, son of the pi- neat $11,000. Last week. “Eddy | 500. Last week. “Johnny Coneho” | Ohie (Loew) (1,244; 70-90) od RKO Pan (RKO) 11.650; 65-85 | — 
Oneer studios builder-operator in Duchin Story” (Col) 2d wk).|(UA) and “Timetable” (UA), ;' Dakota Incident” ‘Col). Oke | “Over-Exposed” (Col) and “Hous- 
Mexico, is fund chairman, jhealthy $12,500, } $13.500. | (Continued on page 18) i (Continued on page 18) 
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| CHI HIGH ON MARATHON RUNS 


Hefty $92,900 ‘Pards Divvy in 10 “CINERIAM’ Af NY. Going Steady With Hot H.0.'s 
LA Spots; ‘Concho-Patterns 406, | ROTH FRAME But 306 Payoff for (New) ‘Pards’ 
Francis’ 116, ‘Boats’ Slick 60156 Private’ Firm 12146, ‘Reef’ $9,800 


Hollywood, July 31. 








Chicago, July 31. 
Chi firstrun biz is being done 
mostly at holdover situations this 








} |;round, though several new entries * Gotham is going substantially 
pre ge re strong yy a lag l¢ ? t t shape okay but not spectacular. ‘ on? |like the rest of the country this 
poten ioldovers are helping to Pards Po en $8 500 “Santiago” and “Foreig | d | ° R h d Ok lweek with the tall coin for the 
Bri shine rh N i gn _iIn- } : . 
| hold overall firstrun boxoffice on | ’ ’ trigue” combo should get a solid n pis.. aw l € ay }most part being grabbed by a 


the sturdy side this current frame. 


Big $40,000 shapes fer the “Johnn handtul of blue-chips productions, 
18 § , snapes y 


Prov.; ‘Davy’ Slow 4} | $20,000 in the opener at the Roose- 


106, ‘Concho’ So-So 66 


” | velt and “The Ambassador's “Moby Dick,” with $36,000 at the 
° -_ : ‘De > a? : | = 4 ni < i “er Mid : ~b A ‘ ‘ . 
py po Fe. peed bo Providence, July 31. | Daughter” looks a hotsy $18,000 in Indianapolis, July 31. | Criterion ae $20,500 at the Sut- 
- es Ss, ; BI ‘ . . ie } _ Te swe 8S. ee Pe . - . P » 3 ek s a} 
four locations, while “Pardners” |. It’s still “Moby Dick” in the lead | the first at the Esquire. “I antasia Hold-overs are getting top biz at | '0" for the fourth week, is. high 
2 iin its 3rd sesh at the Majestic. |Teissue should do a fast $9,000 in first run situations here this week. | 0" the list. “Eddy Duchin Story 


also is hearty with $23,500 at two 


irst-runs. pine SURMEE Gk ane Salts is taking a nice $123,000—-particu- 


‘larly nice in view of length of run 


| Best of the new runs is Strand’s | the Loop initialer while another |“Moby Dick,” in second week at 
“Pardners.”’ Disney entry, “Davy Crockett and 


and seven drive-ins. “Francis in |* Loew’s | is fair with | S : a ° Keith’s, is boxoffice leader at fig- |“ ~ a. a Posed 
. ; ‘ ‘ . . the River Pirates ets a mild $7.- ee : icate " J aq —at the Music Hall. | rapeze 
the Haunted House” is a slow | “The Catered Affair.” RKO Albee | s ures that indicates long run, close- | was the first of the blockbusters to 


000 in the first at the Monroe. 
“The Last 10 Days” is headed for 
a swell $4,800 in the first week at 
the World. 

“Pardners” shapes lively in the 
second frame at the State-Lake as | 


slow with “Davy Crockett and the | 
River Pirates.” 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 50-85)— | 
“Davy Crockett and the River Pi-| 
rates” (RKO) and “Glory” (RKO). | 


$11,000 at three sites, plus $42,500 
at two nabes and eight ozoners. 
: Second frame of “Away All Boats” 
is $13,000 at three heuses and $47,- 
| 500 in seven ozoners, a niece total. 
“King and 1” in fifth week at the 


| ly followed by ’ King and I.” which go into circulation and is weaken- 
looks good, for another sianza. at ing with $1800" for the eighth 
| Years” is oke at Circle, “Johnny |f2me at the Capitol ‘but still 
Concho” not so hot at Loew’s ~ |mighty in earlier stages of its run 


: Saupe tdige ot |in other keys), “King and I” con- 
Estimates for This Week | tinues as a powerhouse with $105.- 





Chinese still is big at $28,000, 
while “Cinerama Holiday” is fine 
$33,100 in the 37th round at the 
\V.arner Hollywood. 

Estimates tor This Week 

Orpheum, Iris, Uptown, Loyola 
(Metropolitan-FWC) (2,213; 816; 
1.715; 1,248; 80-$1.50) — “Johnny 
Concho” (UA) and “Patterns” (UA). 
Rig $40,000. Last week, with El 
Rey, without Uptown, “Kiss Before 
Dying” (UA) and “Star of India” 
(UA), $14,000. 

Warner Downtown, New Fox, El 
tey (SW-FWC) (1,757; 965; 861; 
8U-$1.50) “Francis in Haunted 
House” (U) and “Congo Crossing” 
il Slow $11,000. Last week, 
Downtown with Hollywood, Up- 
town, “Crockett and River Pirates” 
(BV), $6,100. 

State, Hollywood 
(2.404; 756; 80-$1.25) — “Pardners” 
ir) and “Leather Saint” (Par). 
Hletiv $23,500. 

Hillstreet, 
EWC) (2,7 


2,408 


’ 


Vogue, Ritz (RKO- 
885; 1,363; 80-$1.50) 


Away All Boats” (U) and “Edge | 


oi Hell” (U) (2d wk). Mild $13,000 


Last week, $24,400, plus $87,100 in 


nabe, eight drive-ins. 


one 


Hawaii (G&S) (1,106; 80-$1.25)— | 


“Catered Affair’ (MG) and “Three 

isketeers’’ (MG-reissue) (2d wk). 
Slow $3,000. 
12.000, plus $41,500 in six nabes, 


ree ozoners 

Los Angeles (FWC) (2,097; 90- 
0i—"“Crime In Streets” (AA) 
“Naked Hills” (AA) (2d wk). 


so-so $6,000. Last week, with New 


Fox. $18,800. 
Hollywood Paramount (F&M) 
430: $1-$1.50) -— “Certain Feel- 
ing” (Par) (4th wk). Fair $6,300. 
Last week, $8,300. 


Downtown Paramount, Pantages, 
Wiltern (ABPT-RKO-SW) (3,300; 
2.312: 2.344; $1-$1.75) — “Moby 

(Continued on page 18) 


Cincy: ‘Moby’ Splashy 
21G, ‘King’ Goes 4th, 





‘Nightmare’ Alert 536 


Cincinnati, July 31. 


“Moby Dick” is rolling into the 
Palace on a huge $21,000 wave to 
the town and bulge genefal 

cde to a sturdy level. “Night-| 

ie.” another new bill shapes | 
isingly for the Grand. “King | 


I” reigns majestically in the 





(UATC-FWC) | 


Duchin Big 106, 


Last week, with State, |**Eddy Duchin Story” at the Roxy 


| stick 


Milked pretty much by tv showings 
and in for slow $4,500. Last week, 
“Francis in Haunted House” (U) 
and “The Gunslinger” (Indie), good 
$5,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 70-$1)— 
“Moby Dick” (WB) (3d wk). Fairly 


good $10,000 at upped scale. Third | 


sesh was nice $15,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 50-85)— 
“The Catered Affair’ (M-G) and 
“Ghost Town" (M-G). Fairly 
steady $7,000. Last week, “Johnny 
Concho" (UA) and “Mantfish” 
(UA), nice $8,500. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 50-85) 
—‘‘Pardners” (Par). Nice play for 
strong $8,500. Last week, “The 
First Texan” (AA) and “Thunder- 
storm” (AA), tair $5,500. 





K.C.: ‘Catered’ 76 


Kansas City, July 31. 


Week sums are moderately good | 
| with a couple ot nifty newcomers 


and several strong holdovers. 
is up in big brackets and due to 
around. “Catered Affair” 
at the Midland, as is 
Crossing” in three Fwx 
Midwest houses. ““Moby Dick” at 
the Paramount second week is 
sturdy, and “King and I” third 
week at the Uptown is pleasant. 
“This Is Cinerama” 


satistactory 
“Congo 


Missouri. 


abated, but really hot tempera- 
tures have arrived to help drive 
patrons to the air cooled houses. | 


Estimates for This Week 
Glen (Dickinson) (700; 75-$1)— 
“U.F.O.” (UA) and “Manfish’” (UA) 
(24 wk) held in this 


theatres. Current $1,500, oke. Last 
week same bill in Glen, Dickinson, 
Leawood 
In (700, 700, 1,000 ears, 
75-$1), fancy $14,000. 

Kimo (Dickinson) (504: 75-$1)— 
“Man Who Loved Redheads” (In- 
die), fairish $1,300. Last week 
“Samurai” (Fine Arts) (2d wk), 
so-s6 $900. 


1,000 cars; 


is | 


continues to | 
shew strong staying power, rolling | 
merrily on in seventh week at the | 
Long spell of rains has | 


house only, | 
latter first week in four Dickinson 


Drive-In, Shawnee Drive- | 


“Moby Dick” stays potent in 
{third week at the Chicago. “The 
| Fastest Gun Alive” and “Uranium 
| Boom” twin bill looks strong in 
the third at the Grand. “Sins of 
the Borgias” is okay in the third 
and last session al the Ziegfeld. 
“The Eddy Duchin Story” is hold- 
ing well in the fourth Woods 


tinues big in the fifth at the Ori- 
ental. “‘Ladykillers” stays stout in 
the sixth week at the Surf. “Tra- 
peze”’ is slowing down in the sev- 
enth United Artists stanza as “Ok- 
lahoma” continues steady in the 
3lst week at the McVickers. “‘Cine- 
j}rama Holiday” is staunch in the 
59th frame at the Palace. 
Estimates for This Week 
Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 98-$1.25) 
|—“Moby Dick” «WB» (3a wk). Nifts 
$37,000. Last week, $57,000. 
Esquire (H&E Balaban) 
85-$1)—"The Ambassador’s Daugh- 
ter” (UA). Wow $18,000. Last week, 





| “2,000,000 Killing’ (UA) (2d wk, 
$6,500. 

Grand (Indie) (1,200; 98-$1.25 
“Fastest Gun Alive’ (M-G) and 
“Uranium Boom” (Col) (3d wk). 


Swell $10,500. Last week, $14,000. 
Loop (Telem’t) (606; 90-$1.25)— 

“Fantasia” (BV) (reissue). Smart 

1$18,500. Last week, “Patterns” 

|(UA) (2d wk), $6,000. 

| MeVickers 4JL&S) 1,580; $1.25- 


| $3)—“Oklahoma’ Magna’ (3Ist 
wk). Strong $25,000. Last week, 
$20,000. 

Monroe (Indie) (1,080; 67-87)— 
|““Davy Crockett and the River Pi- 
|rates” (BV?) and “Man in Space” 
(PV). Dull $4,500. Last week, “Au- | 
tumn Leaves” (Coli (3d wk) 
| $4,900. 


Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 98-$1.25 


“King and I” (20th) (5th wk!. Loud 
$41,000. Last week, $39,000. 
Palace (Indie) (1,484; $1.25- 
$3.40)—‘‘Cinerama Holiday” (In- 
die) (59th wk). Stout $27,000. Last 


week, $24,000. 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1,400; 65-98)— 
| “Santiago” (WB) and “Foreign In- 


trigue” (UA). Fine $25,000. Last 
|week, “Johnny Concho” (UA) and 
“Storm Fear” (UA) (2d wk), 
$17,500. 

| State-Lake (B&K) (2,400: 98- 
$+.25)—"Pardners” (Par) (2d wk) 


Good $28,000. Last week, $33,000. 
Surf (H&E Balaban) (685; $1.25) 

“Ladykillers’” (Contr .(6th wk). 

Neat $6,200. Last week. $6,900 


United Artists (B&K) (1,700: 98- 


the | 


round and “The King and I” con-) 


(1,400: | 


Circle (Cockrill-Dolle) (2,800; 50- 


85) — “Rawhide Years” (U-I>} and | 
“Star in Dust” (U-I}. Moderate 
$8,000. Last week, “King Kong” 
(RKO) and “I Walked With Zom- 
bie’ (RKO) (reissues!. Very good 
$10,000. 

Indiana (Cockrill-Dolle) (3,200; 


75-$1.25)—"“‘King and IL” (20th) (3d 
iwk). Fine $11,000. making 
{proximately $48,000 for 
' date. 

Keith’s © (Cockrill-Dolle) 
75-$1.25) — “Moby Dick” 


run 


Hefty $12,000 after sock $16,000 
opening stanza. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,427; 50-80'— 
“Johnny Concho” (UA? and “Un- | 
lidentified Flying Objects’ (UA). ; 
\lild $6,000. Last week, “Some- 


bedy Up There Likes Me” (M-G) 
and “Broken Star” (UA), $7,000 


Fantasia 106, 
Pards 196, SF. 


San Francisco, July 31. 
“Fantasia,” Walt Disney 


proved sufficiently strong to war- 





rant an additional morning per- 
formance. Playing the pintsized 
Stagedoor, the entry drew a wal- 
loping $10,000 in its first week. 
*Pardners” is an ace newcomer, 
reeling in a mighty $19,000 in its 
initial week at the Paramount. 
| Holdovers for the most part are 
big. “Cinerama Holiday” is now 
its second year at the Orpheum 


after a total gross of $1,300,000 for 
the first. 


Estimates for This Week 
| Golden Gate (RKO) (2,859; 80 
$1\—‘‘Away All Boats” (‘UI & 
“Crashing Las Vegas” (Allied Art 


ists) (2d wk), $13,500 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; $1.25-$1.50) 
“The King & I” (20th) ‘5th wk), 
$15,500. Last week, $21,000. 

Warfield (Loew's) (2,656; 65-90) 
“The Fastest Gun Alive” (M-G! 
(2d wk), $13,500. Last week, $2] 
000. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 90-$1) 
“Pardners” (Par) & “The Leather 
Saint” (Par), $19,000 Last week, 


“Davy Crockett & The River Pi 
rates’. (BV) & “Man In ‘ 
| (BV), $9,500. 


a ’ 
Space 


St. Francis (Par) (1,400; $1-$1.25) | 


—‘‘Moby Dick” (WB) 


it ap-' 
to | 


(1,300; | 
(WB). | 


reissue, | 


(000 tor its fourth frame at the 
Roxy. 

Main Stem’s big newcomer is 
“Pardners” at the Mayfair where 


week's take of $30,000 is 
plenty healthy. “Secrets of the 
Reet” is strong on opening at the 
Baronet with an initial week's 
craw of $9.800. “Private’s Prog- 
ress” is a click at the Guild with 
$12,500 for the first stanza. 
“Phantom Horse” ts another 
fancy art house drawing card, tak- 
ing $10,000 in the first week at the 
Normandie. In an unusual situa- 
tion, all off-Broadway houses p:ay- 


the first 


ing offbeat product are taking nice 
coin, 

“Raw Edge” with vaude is give 
ing the Palace a good week, fige 
ured at $17,000. This is the high- 
est tally for this spot in many 
weeks. 


Estimates for This Week 
Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 75-$2)— 
“Proud and Profane’ (Par) (8th 
wk). Seventh frame ended yester- 
day was $17,500, good tor this 
stage or run, Sixth was $21,000. 
“Autumn Leaves” in today (Wed 
Little Carnegie (‘L. Carnegie) 
(550; $1.25-$1.80)\—"‘Moon Is Blue” 
(UA) opened Monday to 
nice initial draw “Simon and 
Laura’ (U), in ahead, mild $3,000 
for third week, 
Saronet§ (Reade 
JU Secrets of 
\\ k Iie st 


retssuc) 


(430: $1.25- 
Reet” (Cont) 
stanza ended Mon- 
day (30 was excellent $9,800, 
aller “Madame Butterfly” (IFE) 
tock $3,000 in final 14th week 
Capitol (Loew) (4,820; $1-$2.50) 


(Continued on 


Moby’ Great $29,000, 
Detroit; ‘Proud’ Loud 
206, ‘Okla.’ 136, 24th 


Detroit, July 31 


$1 
2d 


page 18) 


Only two neweomers this week 
among the downtowners but they 
are adding some zip to biz. ‘‘Moby 


~| Dick” looks wham at the Michigan, 
white “Proud and Profane” shapes 
strong at the Palms. Final splash 
o: ads keeps “Cinerama Holiday” 
in the higher brackets in the 77th 
week at Music Hall. “King and I” 
Slips in fourth week at the Fox. 
“Oklahoma” stays steady in 24th 
round at the United Artists 





: awe) (2 RON. 4 3d wk), $16,- i . ‘ 
bee and warrants an exeeptional | .. Midland (Loew Ss) (3,500; 60-80)— | $1.50)—“Trapeze” (UA) (7th wk). 00. Last week, $24,000 - Estimates for This Week 
fourt] anki *n : »» | “Catered Affair (M-G) and | Stil 9 NAC : 4 | 000. Last week, , s ne oeaiaii es a ee = 
h week, “Eddy Duchin Story | Still good $19,000. Last’ week, : ame mater Fox ( ox-Detroit) (5.000; $1-$1.25) 
’ : : ” “Broke Star” TA) sade | | Orpheum (Cinerama Theatet > alg 
tinues sweet musie in third roker Stal (UA), moderate | $22 000. | Calif 58- $1.75-$2.65'—“Cir e-|—"King and I” (20th) (4th wk). 
Kk at Keith’s. “Seven Wonders” | $7,000. Last week, “Somebody Up| Weods (Essaness) (1,206; 98- aca BoP (indie) 52d wk | Down to $20,000. Last week, $25,- 
WS no sign of a letdown in fast — wont 4 Ne = eS $1.50)—“Eddy Duchin Story” (Col) $17 400. Last week $18,000 | 000 
t-week pace. Against Joe” (UA), Oke $56, (4th wk) Fancy $29,000 Last |” tWnited Artic * Coast) (1.207 =e lInited Detroit) (4.000 
Estimates for This Week Missouri (SW) (1,194; $1.20-$2)— | week, $34,000 10.$1) “Trapeze” (UA sth wk), |$1-$1 Ih “Moby Dick” (WB? 
€ Albee (RKO) (3,100; 84-$1.50)— “This Is Cinerama” (Indie) (7th World (Indie) (430; 98)—‘“The $9 000 Last week, $10,000 Gre it $29,000 Last week, “That 
‘ ing and I” (20th) (3d wk). Lush | wk). Holds surprisingly strong at |Last 10 Days” (Indie). Big $5.800.|""Stagedoor (A-R) (440; $1.25-| Certain Feeling” (Par) and “Naked 
° (000 after $21,000 second stan- ! $19,000. Last week. same. | Last week, “Madame Butterfly” $1.50 ”_“Fantasia” (Re-Issue). $10.- Hills” (AA) $13.000 in second 
Warrants fourth week, an eXx- Paramount (United Par) (1,900; | (IF'E) (10th wk), $2,500. . |000. Last week, “Invitation to the | week 
ce] onal stay in_ this situation 75-$1)—“‘Moby Dick” (WB) (2d wk). | Ziegfeld (Davis) (430; 98)— “Ri- Dance” (M-G) (3th wk), $2,500 Palms (UD 2.961: $1-$1.25)— 
O7, apitol yy Cinema Corp) (1,-|Staunch $9,000, holds. Last week, | fifi” (UMI O} opens Thursday (2). Larkin (Rosener) (400; $1 ‘The |“Proud and Profane” (Par). Strong 
, ar ag = “seven Won- | fat $13,000. " a Sae” ‘Sins of she Borgias” | Last Ten Days” (Indie) (2d wk),! $20,000. Last week, “Johnny Con- 
mn last welts uae $32,000 Close to; Roxy (Durwood) (879: 75-$1)— et ad ae $2,700; second | ¢9 400. Last week, $2,800. cho” (UA) and “Emergency Hos- 
: Grand (RKO) (1.400: 75 $1) | “Eddy Duchin Story” (Col). Started sii | Clay (Rosener) (400; $1) ~Ador- | pital (UA) $15,000 in second 
y sé% , . “a at . _— ° « > ‘res sac’? { ie { wk) ] ek 
: Nightmare” (UA) and “The Kin- | £45t, looks for big $10,000, holds. able Creatures” (Indie) (4th wk), | we 





Last week, $3,000. 
(377; $1) | “Trapeze” 
—‘‘Lovers & Lollipops” (Indie) (3d | $15,000. Last week, $17,000. 


Madison (UD) (1.900; $1-$1.25)— 
(UA) 5th wk). Down to 


Last week, “Johnny Concho” (UA) . | $2,700. 
(2d wk), pleasant $3,500. Estimates Are Net | Vogue (S. F. Theatres! 


ing” 


(UA). Pleasing $5,500. Last! 


— i Week, “Somebody Up There Likes | 

















ik Me" (M-G) (2d wk), $5,500. |_ Tower, Fairway, Granada (Fox Film gross estimates as re- | 0 ast week, $2.2 Inite ‘isis (UA) (1,667: 
-_ __Keith’s (Shor) nee 75-$1.25)— Midwest) (2,100; 700; 1,217; 65-85)| Ported herewith from the vari- |“ Bridge (Schwarz) (386. $1-$1 95) | $1.25-$2,75)—-"Oklahoma”. (Magna) 

‘dy _Duchin Story* (Col) (34|—"“Congo Crossing” (U) and “Star} Ous Key cities, are net; ie, | “Tie say Killers” (Indie) 6th|i24th wk), Steady $13,000. Last 

\). Still plenty sweet, $8,000, ;in the Dust” (U). Average $9,000,{ without usual tax. Distrib- | 1) ¢5 809 Last week. $3,000. |week. $12200.. . 
5. 4.ter $10,000 second round. Likely | Last week, “Francis in Haunted utors share on net take, when Coronet “(Unit ed California) | Adams _ (Balaban) (1,700: $1- 
1) to hold. | House (U) and “Gunslinger (AIP), playing percentage, hence the (1.250:  $1.10-$2.75)—“‘Oklahoma!” | $1 95) — “Somebody Up There 
h Palace (RKO) (2,600; 84-$1.25)—_ sturdy $10,000. estimated figures are net in- (Magna) (23d wk), $16,800, Lust| Likes Me’ (M-G) (3d wk). Slip- 
it. : dk a es (WB). Heavy juve Uptown (Fox Midwest) (2,043; — —_ week, $17,100. ping to $8,500. Last week, $10,200. 
ly ane ac a flow points to tall $21,- 85-$1.25)—‘“King and I” (20th (3d The parenthetic admission | Rio (Schwarz) (397; $1)—“The| Music Hall (Cinerama Produc- 

tenia theatre’s high for several wk). Happy $8,000, holds. Last| prices, however, as indicated, | Night Is My Kingdom” (Indie),!tions) (1,194; $1.40-$2.65)—“Cine- 
- “Joh Ss. Stays on. Last week, | week, nifty $13,000, although under include the U. S. amusement | $1.800. Last week, “Twelfth|rama Holiday” (77th wk). Great 
s- onnny Concho” (UA), $11,000. | expectations. tax. Night” (Indie), $1,560. 


$25,500. 


Last week, $25,100. 
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Unitalia Displacing ANICA-Export 
| And, Tis Rumored, Eventually IFE 


Rome, July 31. 
rhe long-lasting Italian film pro- 
, slowdown Is said to be one 

the reasons behind a series of 
lit tle- known changes which have 
taken place in the local 


Wyetol 
1 


+ 





Jap MPC Wants US. Pix 1 


Submitted for Review. 
Tokyo, July 24. 

Motion Picture Council of | 
this week recommended to} 
Prime Minister Hatoyama that he} 
urge U. S. companies operating | 
here to submit their product to the | 
self-imposed censorship board of 
the Japanese film industry before 
release in this country. 

The 10 U. S. majors have with- 
held their films from review by 
the Japanese Motion Picture Code 


The 


vapan 


‘of Ethics Control Committee on 
the basis that such screening 
/would be double censorship in 


| 


| 


oi ust export structure. ver 
one, ANICA-Export, the organiza- 
4on set up last year to handle and 
, Italy’s pic export prob- 
; for all purposes already 
Be to operate and will be of- 
; disbanded Aug. 31 of this 
wn 
ANIC \-Export offices had been 
uy in several European capi- 
ty! th HQ in Rome, under the 
sponsorship of ANICA, the Ital- | 
in Film Industry Association 
he aded by Kitel Monaco. It is. 
s,id locally that the then-new set- 
up in such capitals as Paris, 
Madrid, Lendon, ete., at times dup- | 


licated or or stepped on the toes 


of another outfit, Unitalia Film, 
previously set up in the same capi- 
tals by the Italian pie industry. Its 
function was and is to propagan- 
‘ dize the local product all over the | e 
- yorld, in a manner later copied 
Bb Unifrance Film, Unigermania, 
© Lniespana, ete, Either because of 


this conflict of interests and activi- 
ties, or merely as an economy 
move, ANIA-Export was disbanded, 


\n offer has been made to Uni- 
 talia ‘(headed by Emanuele Cassuto) 
Pio take officially take over activi- 
Tties, especially export, previously 
Shandied through ANICA-Export, 
but Unitalia has not yet decided on 
whether or not it wants to take 
on this added burden of responsi- 
bility. Felt that it may turn down 
the offer until a later date. 

\leanwhile, effective immediate- 
ly, Unitalia takes over control and 
jurisdiction over all industry dele- 

tions with offices in foreign 
as well as exercising full 
over Italian film weeks 
’ | and delegations sent 
In addition, a “combined” 
( ssion of experts (including 
oducers and government 
vill now determine pix 
nt to film festivals in rep- 
tion of this country Pre- 
this chore had been split, 
hoard of producers select- 
up of films als, 
another committee ot 
ide the final slate. Re- 
old setup, according to 
ter, was that Italy was 
of its producers and 

suffered 
of Italian Film Export 
all these changes, is 
but feeling here 
vhile the New York (and 

IFE setup and function 
ontinue as a channel for Ital- 

in the States, IFE Rome, 

; already cut its staff and 

arply in recent times, 

ly fade away, 


a aed 


countries 


to 


for festiy 


va 4 
ias 


fter 
e doubt, 


lview of the fact that MPEA films 


imported for release here carry 
the U. S. Motion Picture Code of 
Approval seal. 

In a more friendly 


vein, the 


| ment to increase ine import of for- | 





eign films by 10° above the cur-; 
rent total of 180 ‘filme. 





Pix Preems Dip 


In Berlin Heat 


Berlin, July 24. 

As usual for the summer 
the number of big pix preems cur- | 
rently is way off. And, with the | 


| 
| 
| 





| 


| of 
| quite 


4 More Mex City Cinemas 


Mexico City, July 24. 

Cinema construction continues 
apace here, relatively matching the 
astonishing increase in population, 
jee the latest official figures 
| place at 4,005,175. Four more 
*inemas, all swanky ones, are to 
be ready by Xmas it’s estimated. 
That will make 141 film houses op- 
erating here. These four will be 
indies operated by the enterprises 
, of Gen. Abelardo L. Rodriguez, ex 
| President of Mexico. 

The Rodriguez enterprise 
chains that Gabriel Alarcon 
'Manuel Espinosa Iglesias head re- 
| portedly will have 14-15 more cine- 
mas constructed in the provinces 
by Dec. 31. 


New Arg. Pic Law 
Still in Gab Stage 


Buenos Aires, July 24. 
Exhibitors and other groups in- 
terested in the film industry have 
{had repeated confabs last we 


and 





political party leaders, selected by 
the Argentine government to re- 
port on its draft Film Law. 

Word has got around that three 
the committee members are 
open-minded on motion-pic- 


‘ture problems, whereas a third, Sr. 


| 


| 


| 


| heat, that also applies to U. S.| 
films. 

Latest Hollywood pic preems | 
here include “On Threshold of | 
Space” (20th), “You’re Never Too 
Young” (Par), ‘‘Hell on Frisco Bay” 
(WB) and “Square Jungle” (U).| 
None of these received special 
press acclaim. Metro, however, 
reissued ‘“‘Camille” and that 20- 


| They garnered 42.3°% 
| dates. 


year-old Greta Garbo starrer again 
fascinated press and public alike. 

The trend in film boxoffice 
ularity in West Germany’s 


pop- 
eight 


|Oscar Lopez Serrot (Radical), 
displayed strong nationalistic lean- | 
ings. His resignation points to com- 


Ben Henry Resigns 


| country’s beauties and advan‘a: 
| Also that exhibitors would h 


has 


plete failure to coincide with his 
colleagues. 

The draft law 
fair 


may prevent un- 
advantages for produc ers with 


months, | @ finger in the exhibition pie. SICA, 
Union would be | 


the Film Industry 
|'empowered to grant a seal of com- 


| pletion in each case, and thereupon | 
| 
|} the product would be available for | 


; exhibition. 

Another version is that the law 
would set up credits and cash 
awards for shorts depicting the | 


Zes 
ave to 


devote 10% of all grosses to a pro 


}motion fund to be managed by a 
i board representing the entire in- 
dustry, which would distribute 


most imporiant key cities (including | 


W-Berlin) last 
mestie films 


showed do- 
be on top. 


month 
still to 


of all 
(8%), 
) and 


U. S. pix had 33.5% 
dates. followe ie by French 
Austrian (7.5°O), Italian (4.9°% 
British 2.1% 
The German 
of Piroschka”’ 
leader at the boxoffice, 


film 


followed by 


three other local productions, 
and My Sons-In-Law” 
ropa) “Bor jour, Kathrin” (Greven/ 
Prisma) ard “The Marriage of Dr. 
Danwitz /Real/Europa). 

“Love Is a Many-Splendored | 
Thing” (20th) was most successful 
film in June, reaching fifth spot. 


Three other Hollywood items were 


| merit, 
of the play-| 


| 


(Real Eu- | Francisco de Paula, 


| 


| 


| 
| 


| councilor 
“T Often Think | 
(Witt/Schorcht) was | Torre Nilson and Julio C 
| and includes film critic 
“7 | Calcagno, 


cash prizes for best pictures, per- 
formances, exploitation, technical 
work and a proportion to social se- 
curity for the industry. Any awards 
to be made: strictly according to 
and not according to a pic- 
ture’s cost. 

The Committee for Recuperation 
of the Argentine Screen 
had several parleys with dissident 
Lopez Serrot. This Com- 
mittee is led by director Leopoldo 


taimundo 
f0berto Escalada and 
with Alberto 
Bousquet and Carlos Villapaz for 
the ae war bt Bousquet was for- 
merly distributor for French mate- 
rial. 


The various groups interviewed 


by the Committee have urged a re 
turn to unified censorship through- 
out the Country, protesting the gov- 
ernment’s recent move in abolish- 
ing the Entertainment Board seal 
and leaving censorship matters to 
the authorities of each province. 
The entire industry considers this 
a retrogressive move calculated to 
put it at the mercy of innumerable 
bureaucratic officials, instead 
one small group alone. 

The general text of the draft film 
law, as prepared by entertainment 


ol 


board director Antonio Aita, is eon- | 


| sidered far from satisfactory by the 


| Protection Law, 


| Province 


KENN ETH MORE’ 5 $150 among the 20 biggest grossers in| 
hi June, namely “Rose Tattoo” (Par), | 
sixth spot; ‘Rebel Without a'| 
PRIZE TITLE ON PL AY Cause” (WB), 15th; and “Rains of 
Edinburgh, July 31. Ranchipur” (20th), 17th 
More. tnoli actor, | , The most successful distributors 
pre eal oe of play | im June were Schorcht, Gloria and 
ee : thee Sareauen ? o _| Europa, all German outfits; 20th- | 
rey 2 rte n bse | Fox, Constantin, NF, He rZz0g, M-G, | 
oe io ’ ~,» | Deutsche London and Warner 
b 0 “Head Over Heart hag 
rae by $140 poe: Ly A couple of important U. S. films 
omered a oto’ prize 10F | are due to be preemed here to-| 
. Henley during Moenmétis | wards the end of July and in Au- 
Bae Pray 2 | gust. They include “The Harder 
' concerns a girl Who, | They Fall” (Col). “Trouble With | 
in illns, has to have | parry” (par), “23 Paces to Baker | 
pe stelatiner’ On het scalp 1S Street” (20th), “The Kentuckian” | 
hmark, the nine of dia- UA) and “The Conqueror” (RKO). | 
“ures os scotland : Latter had a one-night perform- 
a st ge and film ance here (for charity) early this 
authored the play, and year ; 
it with Phyllis Calvert | ° ae ae ae eee ane ae 
yn Wayne : 
managerial interest in N 
on, his first venture U-I EYEI ¢ ITS OWN 
i. In Septmber he goes | 
'o a film version of J.M.| AUSSIE DISTRIB SITE 
lhe Adn irable Crich- | 





Feldkamp’s Encere 


London, July 31. 

Films, production outfit 
oe by Fred Feldkamp, which 
4 ~ completed “The Silken Affair’ 
{ . th David Niven, starts its second 
siete sh pie this week. Film, as yet 
“i led, calls for two weeks’ lo- 

‘on on the Costa Brava. 
ue Kellino, who directed “Af- 
— will be director and pro- 
i, of the second Dragon pro- 








; sal-International, 





- Sydney 
It’s repeated 


July 24. 
that Univer- 
under the guid- 
ance of Herc McIntyre, will erect 
its own film distribution centre in 
the Wentworth Ave. area in 
very near future. U-I has been 
lecated for a long span in Syd- 
ney’s downtown warehouse zone 
and mooted moveout follows fail- 
ure to secure lease renewal. 
Paramount, Metro and 20th-Fox 
each own modern film centre here, 


here 


and U-I’s blueprint is seen as a/| 


move to keep pace with the op- 
position, at the same time becom- 
ing independent of landlords. 


the | 


industry.. For instance, one clause 
exempts theatres of less than 500 
seats from compliance with the 
which means that 
60% of the country’s houses would 
be exempt. There are 2 such‘the 
atres in Buenos Aires, 60 in the 
and some 1,000 through- 
out the rest of the country 


Many segments of the industry 
hope that the committee appointed 
by the government to examine it 
will redraft it. 

Mexico’s Tint Sked 
Mexico City, July 24. 

At least 40 tinter pix will be) 
made in Mexico by Mexicans by 
Dec. 31, owing to improvements to | 


| labs in the form of imported equip- 





ment, mostly American, and plant | 
reconditioning, revealed Cesar 
Santos Galindo, manager of th 


Churubusco studios here, Mexico's 
largest. 

Galindo pointed to success of | 
the rash of Mexican musifilms in | 
color as evidence of advances that 


are being made with tinters down} 


here. 


and | 


ek | 
Council also advised the govern- | with the four-man Committee of | 


Industry | 


{0Ssi, | 


Rain Swells London B.0.; Breakfast’ 
Fat 146, ‘Boats’ Fast $14,800, ‘Suit’ 
8G, ‘Lady’ $8, 00 Trapeze $12,500 





French Film Week SRO 
In Buenos Aires Theatre 


July 24. 
the full 


3uenos Aires, 
Advance booking for 
eight-performance cycle of ‘French 
| Film Week" was sold out in a 
‘couple of hours at the 3,000-seat 
| Opera Theatre here last week. This 
i despite the unusually high price of 
$7 to $4.60 for the full series 
The “Week” was organized in 
distribution, the Assn. of Argen- 
tine Film Critics and the Lococo 
Circuit. As a courtesty to the Ar- 
gentine industry, the last picture 
'in the cycle will be an unreleased 
| native preduction, “Edad Dificil’ 
(The Different Age), 
Leopoldo Torres Rios. 


shortly at the Ocean while Art- 
kino is also announcing a second 
Soviet Film week. 
Military Attache Morosov was ex- 
|pelled from this country for es- 


| 


ia 


London, 23. 
The wettest July for almost a 
century (there has been more rain 
in this month than in the whole of 
February, March, April and May) 
has played its part in keeping first 
run business ticking over above 
average level for the time of year. 
“Wedding Breakfast” finished its 


July 


first Empire week with a= fancy 
| $14,000, “Away All Boats” grossed 

sturdy $8,400 in its opening 
frame at the Gaumont, “Anything 
Goes” is heading for a siout $1l,- 
000 or near at the Plaza and “Man 
in the Gray Flannel Suit” is likely 
to finish its first Carlton stanza at 
over $8,000. “The Baby and the 
Battleship,” only new British en- 
try, hit a neat $8,400 in its first 
Warner sesh. 


produced by. 


A Spanish Film Week is slated 


Since Soviet | 


| pionage two weeks ago, it is doubt- | 


| ful if this film week will get much 
| acclaim, 





From Eros Films 


London, July 31. 
reement with Phil 
Ben Henry has re- 


ao 


By mutual ag 
and Sid Hyams, 


| 


isigned from the board of Eros 
Films, the British production and 
distributing outfit in which he’s | 


been in‘erested since its inception. 
He'll relinquish all his interests 
and activilies in the company at the 
end of August. 

During the 
has played 
company as 


past six years Henry 
an active role in the 
director in charge of 
sales. Prior to joining Eros he 
was, for nearly six years, British 
sales chief for Universal-Interna- 
tional. He was previously a direc- 
|tor of Associated Britisk Film Dis- 
'tributors and had served as asso- 
ciate producer for George Fromby 
Productions and as producer on a 
number of Vera Lynn films. 

Henry, who is assistant chief 
barker in the London Tent of the 
Variety Club, will be making an 
announcement on his forthcoming 
plans in the near future. 


4 ‘DON QUIXOTE’ PIX 
PLANS ON ALL FRONTS 


The recent announcement that 
Steve Bosustow’s UPA productions 
was prepping a full-length cartoon 
version of “Don Quixote” (with 
Sidney Patterson assigned as 
writer-director), brings the current 
total of planned pie versions of the 


Cervantes classic to four. 

First to announce a “Quixote” 
was Italo producer Dino DeLau- 
rentiis, who some months ago re- 


vealed plans to shoot in Spain 
with Federico Fellini directing and 
| French star Jacques Tati in the 
title role. Argentine-American di- 
rector Hugo Fregonese is likewise 
known to be prepping a “Quixote,” 
with Gary Cooper interested in the 
lead. Fregonese is currently 
ing with the idea of signing Lou 
Costello for the role of Quixote’s 
sidekic Sancho Panza 

Lou Costello and Bud Abbott 
round out the number of projects 
on the theme, 
planned under th 
\ccording to F 
currently back 


K 


> salne 
eir own banner. 
‘onese, however 
in Rome after a 
Spanish o.o. in regard to his 
“Quixote” production, the Abbott 
& Costello project has abandoned, 
ditto the DeLaurentiis plan, leav- 
ing only two: his own and the UPA 
cartoon-feature. 


re 





| Marianne Cook Busy 
Frankfurt, July 24. 

Marianne Cook, German actress 
who recently signed a Universal- 
| International pact, is making her 
| first German film since inking the 
U-I ticket. It’s Bavaria Farbfilm’s 
i “If We Were All Angels.” 

Miss Cook’s “Angels” stint will 
follow her current chores in U-I’s 
“Interlude.” 


(20th) 


“Trapeze” led the holdovers with 
a record $12,900 in its third round 
at the Odeon, Marble Arch, while 
“Keach for the Sky” continued big 
at the Odeon, Leicester Square 
with around $12,000 for its second 
stanz2 

I'stimates for Last Week 

Cariton (20th) (1,128; 70-$1.70)— 
“Man in the Gray Flannel Suit” 
(ist wk). Likely $8,000 this 
frame, after $5,500 for opening 
weekend. 

Casino (Indie) (1,337; 70-$2.15) 
—‘Cinerama Holiday" (Robin) (23d 


wk). No let-up with $16,500 this 
frame 

Empire (M-G) (3,099; 55-$1.70)-—— 
“Wedding Breakfast’ (M-G) (2d 
|wk). Steady $11,000 or near. Over 
/$14.000 opening frame. “Viva Las 
| Vegas” (M-G) follows Aug. 1. 

Caumont (CMA) (1,500; 50-$1.70) 
—“‘Away All Boats” (Rank) (2d 
wk). tleading for steady $7,300. 
Almost $8,400 previous week. “The 
Ambassador's Daughter” UA) 
preems Aug. 2 

Leicester Square Theatre (CMA) 
(1,376 50-$1.70) - “The Kkddy 
Duchin Story” (Col) (ist wk), Set 
for fine $9,800, after $6,100 in 
opening weekend 

London Pavilion (UA) (1,217: 
50-31.70 “Rock Around = the 
Clock Clo) (Ist wk) Average 
$7,500. Stays another round, with 
“The Gold Rush” (UA) following 

Odecn, Leicester Square (CMA) 
(2,200; 50-$1.70)—‘Reach for the 
Sky” (Rank) (3d wk) Solid $10,- 
000 or near. Around $12,000 pre- 
vious irame 

Odeon, Marble Arch CMA) 
(2,200; 50-$1.70)\—“Trapeze” (UA) 
($th wk Fancy $11,000 likely this 
frame Record $12,900 previous 
week. 

Plaza (Par) (1,902: 70-$1.70)— 
“Anything Goes” (Par) (1st wk). 
Heading for stout $11,000. 

Rialto (20th) (592: 50-$1.30)— 
“Seven Year Itch” (20th) (1st wk 
Fine $5,300 “The Proud Ones” 
(20th) opens July 26 

Ritz (M-G) (432; 50-$1.30)\—“T'll 
Cry Tomorrow” (M-G) (4th wk). 
Around $3,500, same as_ previous 
round 

Studio One (APT (600: 30-$1.20) 
—“Goodbye My Lad (WB) (5th 
wk) and Calamity Jane” (WB) 
(4th wk Poor $1,400 Only 
$1.600 previous week 

Warner (WB) (1,785: 50-$1.70)— 
“The Baby and the Battleship” 
(BL) (2d wk). Nice $7,500, after 
sturdy $8.400 opening week. “The 
; searchers” (WB) preems Aug. 2 


toy- 


with a comedy | 


FRENCHMAN NEW PRE L 
OF INT'L PRODS. ASSNS. 


London, J 

At the opening meet of the en- 
eral assembly of the International 
Federation of Film Produce ASS} 
J. P. Frogerais of Frante was 
named president, succeeding 
Renato Gualino of Italy, who has 
occupied the chair for the past 
| five years. 

The assembly decided, in view 
of the widening membership, to 
increase the size of its adminis- 
trative council from eight to 10. 
New additions come from Japan 





and Pakistan. Ot\.er council mem- 
bers are recruited from Germany, 
Italy, Mexico, Spain, Sweden 
Switzerland, Britain and America. 


Eighteen of the 21 international 
associations in membership of the 
Federation were present at the as- 
sembly meet, 
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Otto Preminger presents Bernard Shaw’s 


Perera 


All motion picture theatres are invited to participate in the first joint producer-exhibitor 
world-wide competition to discover a ‘new face,’ an unknown young actress to play 

Joan of Arc in Otto Preminger’s film version of Bernard Shaw’s greatest play, ‘Saint Joan.’ 
All National Screen Service exchanges can now supply free to exhibitors: 

1) Specially-filmed one-minute trailer 2) 30x40 posters 3) Entry blanks with rules of 


competition and full information on how contestants may win auditions and screen tests. 


lf you wish to take part in this search, contact your United Artists branch. 


OSS asec BR la A a8 RR IS eS 
SAINT JOAN WEEK STARTS AUGUST 6th 
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Industry's Own ‘Children’s Library’ 


Continues to Get 


Children’s Film Library of the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America 
continues in the doldrums but has 
been promised a number of. pic- 
tures out of current release. | 

Companies at one point looked | 
into the depleted stock of the li- | 
prary and promised to make avail- | 
able certain of the library “elas. | 
sics’” which are no longer avail- | 
able. 

However, it now looks as if these | 
films aren’t going to be forthcom- | 
ing. And the villain appears to be 
television. Distribs, who've either 
sold their libraries to tv or plan to} 
rent them out, no longer control | 
the rights to the negatives and 
thus can make no commitment to) 
the library. | 

MPAA setup doesn’t rent films, 
but puts out a listing of “ap- | 
proved” pix which, via agreement | 
with the distribs, are made avail- | 
able in the branches. Many of the | 
oldies have dropped out due to 
wornout prints and@ the companies’ 
inability or unwillingness to re- 
place them. 

Some sales chiefs feel that the ' 
prints aren't being used sufficient- 
ly to Warrant the expense of mak- 
ing up new ones, particularly when 
the features are in color. Exhibi- 
tors, when arranging kid shows, 
frequent!y draw on westerns and 
action pix rather than “approved” 
films in building their Saturday 
morning programs. As a matter 
of fact, what with the competition 
from tv, the kiddie show isn’t a 
widely used feature any more. 


ltaly Finally 
Passes That Law 


Rome, July 31 





With the Italian Senate approval 
» long-pending Film Aid Law, 
the legislation finally becomes ef- 
tive a with it the Italo-Amer- 
ican fil cl The draft of the 
green being readied he 
ww al uuld be signed in N-Y. 
) ek 
‘fement was drawn up 
i i iast October, bul had 
» awail yroval of the: law in 
Clauses affecting importation 
U.S. 1 ind increases in dub- 
ie l inserted 


auses affecting the U.S. posi- 


tion were passed as drawn up long 
Mainly they call for the rais- 
of t dubbing fee from 2,.590.- 


to 5,500,000 Lire pe) 
of the quoia 
rom 80 to 100 


9 no 
raising 


if Italo DIX 
lays per yea In return for these | 
nceession [Itaiy agreed that no 
ther restrictive measures against 
U.S. product would be passed 


Among the 


[talian aspects of t 


ie 
law are the following: 
1) Subsidy to producer (in form 
tax renate) of 16%) of gross 
> Tax rebate to exhibitor tetal 
20 
Yearly prizes (no longer per- 
tage subsidies to documen- 
taries, for a total of 600. Million 
Lire 


4) Subsidy via tax rebate to 
newsreel makers of 1.75% (down 
irom 3 

(5) Sufficient 
must 
before 


financial guaran- 
be given by producers 
they will be allowed to 
Start a production. 


t -cS 





Techni 125 A Share 





A reduced dividend 
ire on the common 
leclared in New 


of 12!4¢c a 
stock was 
York last week by 


the Technicolor stock. It is pay- 

able on Aug. 20, 1956, to stock- 

holders of record Aug 3. 
Commenting on the © slicing, 


Techni prexy 
described it as 
measure for the immediate fu- 
ture,” prompted by the lab’s diver- 
Sification program “and by the 
Current drop in volume in (the) 
motion picture division due to 
present conditions in the motion 
picture industry.” 

Kalmus reported a Techni net 
of $980,692 for the first six months 


of 1956, or 49c a share. This com- | 


Pares to $1,300,336 or 65c per 
Share for the corresponding period 
in 1955. 


Pix Must Resist 


Herbert T. Kalmus | 
“a constructive | 


‘Fleury. 


Orphan Treatment 





Sophocles in Tint 
Stratford, Ont., July 31. 
Sophocles’ “Oedipus Rex,” 
color-filmed in Toronto by pro- 
ducer Leonid Kipnis with Ty- 
rone Guthrie -directing the 
Shakespeare Festival Players, 
will be released in late Octo- 
ber. 
Simultaneous preem both in 


Canada and the States is 
planned, with later release in | 
Europe. 


Release contract sté#ll open. 











Pressure Groups, 


| 


Holds J. Mason 


Film industry does too much 
pandering to pressure groups and | 
should put the accent 
controversial and topical 


more ony; 
themes, 


/says actor James Mason who dou- | 


bles in brass as producer for 20th- | 
Fox's “Bigger Than Life.” Film | 
shows what happens when a man | 
overdoses on cortisone. 


Coming up with answers on a! 


large and varied range of topics, | 


2. He doesn’t favor the 
tion Code but likes the British sys- 


tem of classifying pix for kids. 

3. TV competition is keeping Hol- 
lywood from developing the needed 
crop of new stars 

4. It is difficult to “translate” 
European stars into Hollywood. 

Mason produced “Bigger Than 
Life” from an original story in the 
New Yorker mag which took a poke 
at the doctor who prescribed the 
drug. In the film, that angle was 
eliminated 

“In relation to the Medical As- 


sociation, I think I'd have been hap- 


pier to produce the picture as an! 


independent,” commented Mason. 
“Then I wouldn’t have bent back- 
wards to please the doctors. But, 


the major companies have great re- 


spect for major institutions, such 
as the Medical Assn And I was 
told that, if it wanted, t associa- 
tion could have actual] blocked 
ne snowing of the film in certain 
districts.’ 


In its current version, “I 
the doctors’ endorsement 


ife”’ has 
Had he 


produced the film independently, 
he’d have “put some cracks here 
and there,” Mason said, adding: 
“I think it makes a better picture 


Mason stressed the need 


for the 


Produc: | 


36 Foreign Features For 
New Haven Celebration 


New Haven, July 31. 


their operation of the 
coln arty house with a 42-day in- 


ternational film festival, starting 
today (31). 
Sked will include 36 features, 


representing output of 10 nations. | 


NOT PUSHING TAXES 





AGAINST TELEVISION 


Raleigh, N. C. 


| Editor, VARIETY: 


Ouch! I mean, your headline, 


page 20 in your issue of July 25. | 
the | 
lines, where I advocated privilege | 


I cannot read, even between 


licenses on Television, dtring my 


appearance before the North Caro- | 


lina Tax Study Commission. The 
story correctly states I pointed out 
“the Federal Communications 
Commission even prohibits a state, 
county or city to levy a privilege 
license on television.” 

I was showing why theatres li- 
censes should be reduced, not 
why television should be taxed. 

I assure you we are not advocat- 
ing taxes on anyone. In fact, one 


of the Committee Members re- 
minded me there is a 3° tax on 
|Stockcar Racing admissions. I re- 


plied that they possibly have pneu- 
monia but this was no benefit 
to the theatres who have double 
pneumonia. 


W. G. Enloe. 


| No. Carolina Theatres, Inc. 





Briefs from Lots 





Mason told the press in Manhat- 
tan Monday (30) that: | 

1. “Bigger Than Life” isn’t an} Hollywood. Julv 31. 
“addiction” story in the technical| Universal signed Elaine Stewart 
|sense of the word since cortisone | to a top spot in “The Tattered 
|is not habit forming. | Dress” Andy Griffith drew a 


four-picture contract with Elia 
Kazan’s Newtown Productions . 

| Alan Brown will function as 
ciate producer on “John 

Jones” for release by Warners 
Hugh Mariowe and Coleen Gray 
signed for “Man With a Whip,” to 


asso- 


Paul! 


be filmed under the Regal banner 
for 20th-Fox release Charles 
Watts joined the cast of “Buffalo 
Grass” at Warners Minta -Dur 
fee returns to the screen in Para- 
mount’s “The Jim Piersall Story” 


; John Dehner drew a top role 
in Aubrey Schenck’s “Black Stock- 
ings” , Vietro assigned Vincente 
Minnelli as director of “Designing 
Woman.” 


Marjorie Rambeau and Richard 


Eyer set in Metro’s “Slandei 
;Which stars Van Johnson, Ann 
{Blyth and Steve Cochran 

| Drew Pearson will do a trailer fo 


“Storm Center,” Bette Davis star- 


rer for Coiumbia ... Sam Spiegel 
added “The Second Man” to his 
production hedule Universal 


signed Gail Russell to co-star with 
Jeff Chandler and Jeanne Crain 

“The Tattered Dress,” Zug 
production Pine-Thoma: 


mtti 


Shayne Productions inked Francis 
D. Lyon to direct “Bail Out at 
43,000” . Keith Andes drew one 
of the thre male leads’ in The 
Girl Most Likely” at RKO 
William Dieterle will direct “John 
Paul Jones’ for producer Samuel 
Bronston for a Warner release 
Former AGVA Coast rep Larry 
Rio snagged a supporting role in 
“The Bustei Keaton Story” if 


Paramount 


major studios to tackle controver- 
sial themes in the face of the tv 
competition It’s a listake to 
it to tv to pace- 
makers,” he said The film busi 
ness used to be a year behind on 
topical stories. It didn’t matter | 
then. But today, with ty on the 
scene, Hollywood can’t afford to 
be so timid. It’s not enough just 


to have the ‘biggest’ pictures.” , 
Regarding the Code taboo on 
drug and narcotics themes, Mason 
said it struck him as “absurd” that 
an Otto Preminger should be able 
to make a film like “Man with the 
Golden Arm,” and release it via 
a major organization, while the 


major lots were bound by the Code | 


restriction. “I don’t really know 
how much the lack of a Code seal 
affected the Preminger picture,” 
Mason commented 
Actor opined that 
Life” wouldn't put off-anyone from 
using cortisone “but, in any case, 
I wouldn’t mind seeing fewer pills 


“Bigger Than 


bought.” He also recalled that the 
story was laid in 1950 or 1951, 


when cortisone was still compara- 
tively new. 

Television was hampering Holly- 
| wood in the development of new 
stars, said Mason. “Unless the mo- 
| tion picture again becomes the 
most popular medium of entertain- 
;ment, it'll always be handicapped 


in the making of new boxoffice 
| Stars,”’ he said. 
Mason’s next assignment is in 


Darryl F. Zanuck’s “Island in the 
Sun” in which he'll play Maxwell 
Pic rolls in October. 


Leonard Sampson and Bob Spo- | 
dick mark the 10th anniversary of | 


local Lin- | 


Tn Whatever Form, 





Money ’n’ Morals 
St. Paul, July 31. 
| Bill Diehl of the St. Paul 
Press-Dispatch ‘polled’ his 
readers on why they stayed 
away from film theatres and 
found his most-mentioned rea- 
SONS: 
1) Admissions were too high. 
2) Features were too sexy. 
Regarding point two, com- 
ment indicated it was the ad- 
vertising copy as much age the 
screen content which pro- 
voked homebodies. Nor did 
Diehl, or his respondents, de- 
fine what was meant by “sexi- 
ness.” 


Germany Thaws 
US. Pic Coin At 
Official Rate 


Frankfurt, July 31. 

Bank Deutscher Laender, official 
agency of the German federal gov- 
ernment, and the Federal Minister 
of Economics have just worked out 
a new arrangement of special sig- 
nificance to the American 
picture interests in West Germany. 








As of Aug. 15, 1956, American 
film distributors including MPEA 
member companies and the inde 


pendents who release through Ger 


man channels will have a new form 
of import permits providing that 
their earnings can be transferred 
to the United Siates at the official 
rate of exchange 
Formerly, the earnings had to go 
into .liberalized capital accounts 
which could be exchanged for dol 
lars only by selling on the open 
rket. This is the first time since 
war that the American com 
panies will | permit ed this of 
ul transfe of earnings to the 
State 
Actually. in transferring the ac 
coun to the Stat at the official 
ra‘e, there m be a slight drop 
n exchange as against the selling 
on the open market—with German 
D-marks in great demand, and with 
the liberalized funds representing 
the only D i with which a 
I f ( n an investment 
in Germany, it h been possible 
to { lj ! e on the open 
’ t tie OLtit 1 1 ol 
120 D i ! ear U.S 
doi 
With the constant fluctuations in 
the open arket, however, this will 
assure a more S‘able exchange ol 
cul 1 Viajor advantage of th 
decision is that it set a precedent 
or transi of tunds out otf Ger 
i! to the U.S it a sound rate 
Any funds which the American 
companies have on hand in liberal 
cd capital ount of Aug. 15 
I e] lI i( 
u 0 transit 1 to the U.S 
wt tl ) ral 


~ Economy Doesn't Mean Mediocrity 


1 


Hollywood, July 31 

Metro's drive to streamline its 
studio operation in the interests 
of economy and efficiency will not 


|change plans fer a “program of 
quality pictures,” studio chief 


Dore Schary reported in listing 12 
films to go before the cameras in 
the next 16 weeks. Studio’s objec- 
tive, he added, is to maintain em- 
| ployment at the highest possible 
| level consistent with the drive for 
|‘‘sharp, down-the-line economies.” 
Program of 12 films to be 
launched at the rate of three each 
month ‘‘backs up our confidence 
that with vigilance, the close co- 
operation of management and la- 
bor and squarely facing today’s 
,problems, a more realistic rela- 
tionship can be achieved between 
|costs and profits.” 
| Studio now has “Teahouse of the 
August Moon,” “Raintree County,” 
‘“The Great American Pastime” 





‘Dore Schary Defines Metro Goal as Big Pictures 
With Costs Under Discipline 





land “Capital Offense in produc- 
tion Twelve new films will be 
“The Wings of Eagles,” “Some- 
thing of Value,” “The Vintage,” 
“Slander,” **Les Girls,” “Silk 
Stockings,” “Ten Thousand Bed-| 
rooms,” “Designing Woman,” “The 
| Loved and the Lost,” “Moment of 
| Truth,” “Protection for a Tough 
|Racket” and “Tip on a Dead 
| Jockey.” 
| ican 
| 

° 
| Powell’s RKO Producing 
Hollywood, July 31. 
| Academy award winners Ernest 
| Borgnine and Anna Magnani and 
|; Academy nominee Marisa Pavan 
| have been lined up by 20th-Fox to 
|eo-star in “Getaway,” which Dick 


| Powell will produce. 

| Powell has a deal for four pix in 
three years, one of which is “Sit- 
ka.’ Undecided whether “Sitka” 


jor ‘Getaway” will be first. 


motion | 


Or Numbers, 


Newsreel Seen Here to Stay 


* Newsreel 


executives, while ex- 
regrets over the passing 
Warner-Pathe reel which 
Shop Aug. 23, last week 
| said the loss of the one competitor 
| would make ft easier for the rest to 
survive. 

“This has been an over-crowded 
field for some time,” noted one, 
|*There has been too much compe- 
tition since the war in a market 
that’s becoming more limited every 
|week. If you come down to it, 
i two reels could serve the theatres 
|very well.” 
| There have been reports that 
|Paramount also may be quitting 
the newsreel race and tie up with 
a television outfit. No confirma- 
tion has come €rom Par. 

It was pointed out that, while 
jthere was a good deal of over- 
jlapping in bookings among the 
jreels, the dropping out of Warner- 
| Pathe definitely left more room 
|for the res , not only in the U. S. 
but also abroad. 
| “There'll always be a newsreel,” 
| one of the reel execs said confident- 
| Ly “We've proven over and over 
| again that people want to see news- 
reels with their feature programs. 
{t's too bad that so many exhibi- 
tors, the minu‘e business drops a 
little, think it judicious to get rid 
of the newsreel.” 

Talk continues among reel execs 
,about the desirability of pooling 
the coverage of certain “static” 
even s that are now being covered 
by cameramen from all the reels. 


pressing 
| of the 
| closes 


However, nothing is being done 
; about the idea right now. 
Meanwhile, at Warner News, 
news chief John H. LeVien last 
week was conferring with a num- 
ber of “interested parties’’ on the 
sale of the Warner subsid which 
takes in also the large newsfilm 
library LeVien said he was great- 
ly encouraged by the’ in erest 
shown, Inasmuch as both the War- 
ner Neé taff and the Warner 
homeotitce are anxious to go as tar 
as possible in keeping the organl- 
zation ti (ner 
in ( ( howeve! there’s 
Ve l » ince that the War- 
nel e ! reel will be con- 
tll ynnd the Aug. 23 deadline 
Pros} purchasers appear prl- 
mal inte sted in using a re- 
duced sialf to keep turning out 
CO! f felm for tv and other 
outle Price a reported last 
V | below $1,000,000 for 
the  ( pany, with Warners 
r e! ) off th ubsid as a 
tax | 
Not ‘t clearly defined is the 
tatus of N nan Moray t War- 
! is president olf War- 
N it ts a conti nd 
to ume n ( es 
it 1 ho tt 





Jnio Supporting 


763 Situations 


Columbus, Ju 

The State of Ohio has a total of 
763 film hot now in operation, 
reports the Independent Theatre 
Josie of Ohio The number 
compares with 1,153 which were 
| operating in 1948 
As of July 1 of this year, there 
were 198 drive-in theatres in Ohio 
with three more under construc- 
tion. The number of full-time in- 
door the es declined to 496 with 
ithe othe 69 theatres operating 
le than five days a week 

In 1948 there were 1,036 thea- 
tres and 117 drive-ins. 

The ITO census relates’ that 
| drive-in theatres now operate in 
80 of Ohio's 88 countie with 
Franklin County (Columbu lead- 
ing the list (with 11 plus two un- 
der construction), 

Three Ohio counties have no 
| full-time indoor theatres. But Wile 
| states that “the greatest distance 
anyone in the state would have to 
drive to a drive-in theatre is less 
| than 30 miles. The distance to 
|the nearest indoor theatre from 
any point in the state would be 


nearer 20 miles.” 





Thomas L. Robinson, publisher 
'of the Charlotte News, who was 
recently elected president of the 
No. Carolina Press Assn. was once 
}a publicist for 20th-Fox in Manhat- 
} tan. 
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€% THE WORLD'S TOP STAR-POWER |. 


HANNE IONAMIN 


i: in “AWAY ALL BOATS” faa 
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\ | COMES YOUR WAY FROM 


JEFFREY HUNTER 


in “GUN FOR A COWARD” 


VAN JONNSON 


in “KELLY AND ME” 


ART RENE 
INET FRED MacMURRAY 





\ARTEAHIER f 


OY in “MISTER CORY” 


CURE JU RUEM 


SENSATIONAL EUROPEAN STAR 


PIPER LAURIE 


in “KELLY AND ME” 
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ecret Vote of § U.S. Majors 
o Remain Aloof From Venice 


Nine major companies have de- 
cided not to send pictures to a 
Venice film festival even if asked | 
to do so individually. 

Decision came in a resolution 
passed by the Motion Picture Ex- 
port Assn. board two months ago 
but until now kept secret, Paral- 
leling the resolution was another 
one—well publicized at the time— 
proclaiming that, on ‘account of 
the changed Venice regulations, 
the Americans would not go to 
Venice as an industry this year. 

Only exception to both resolu- 
tions was 20th-Fox, which has 
made it plain that it will go into 
any festival if asked to do so. It 
is believed that either “The King 
and 1” or “Bus Stop’”—both 20th— 
will be shown at Venice. 

It is also plain that the inde- 
pendents releasing through United 
Artists, if asked by Venice, are 
free to enter their films if they 
choose to do so, particularly since 
the Socie‘y of Independent Motion 
Picture evedanene is in no way a 
party to the MPEA stand. 

It is understood that, while 
MPEA’s Italian rep, Charles Bald- 
win, has transmitted to the Venice 
organizcrs the MPEA’s decision 
not to participate as an industry, 
he has not been told—or certainly 
has not told the Italians—that the 
nine majors had voted not to send 
pictures. 

Chances are that the companies’ 
stand won't affect Venice very | 
much inasmuch as the new rules 
call for no more than about 10 to 
15 films total to be shown. What 
the Americans object 
the British and the French—is the 
new Venice method of selecting 
pix rather than let festival partici- 
pants do the choosing. 





CINEMIRACLE SETS UP 
SHOP IN N.Y. THEATRE 


Before beginning work on the 
first Cinemiracle picture, producer 
Louis de Rochemont, who has been 
engaged by National Theatres to 
launch the new process, will pro- 
duce several short films to demon- 
strate the poten‘ial of Cinemiracle. 
First project will be “The Third 
Alarm,” a documentary that will be 
filmed in Philadelphia with the co 
operation of the fire department. 

The first Cinemiracle 
been delivered to de 
and he is beginning a “shakedown 
period” of the camera and sound 
units to familiarize technical and 
production personnel with the in- 
tricacies of operating the new sys 
tem. Cinemiracle’s portable projec- 
tion equipment, assembled in Los 
Angeles, is now enroute to New 
York and will be ins‘alled at the 
company’s N. Y. production cenire 
at the Mt. Eden Theatre in the 
Bronx. By Aug. 15, de Rochemont 
hopes to have facilities compleied 


camera has 
Rochemon 


for the showing of rushes. A new 
ly-designed optical printer Is ex 
pec ed to be delivered by Aug. 15 
and Cinemiracie’s second came: 
which will enable the start of work 
on the. feature production, is due 
shortly betore Labor Day. 


Sydney's Smart Start 
In 2d Half of Year 


Sydney, July 31. 
56 has gotten un- 
pic b« 
re Balance of year looms bofio 
with strong product \ healthy 


wool check, 


Second half of 


i 


brigntly at xoifices 


thus commercial loom 
unemployment, likewise 
the future. Pavyvees 
wisely for enteriain 
en the big 


and little 
augers ell for 
ones boom the 
nors s tT) 

| 


as been the 


pronto trom marquees, 


as | case here for many 


vears 

Columbia’s “Picnic” broke the 
alltime record at the 2600-seaier 
State under the Greater Union 
Theatres’ banner and should run 
for a lengthy term. Metro's “Guys 
and Dolls” is another to score a 
wham hit and continues to capac- 
ity. “Dam Busters (WB) has clicked 
eight smash weeks here and con- 
tinues. 

UA is pulling terrific biz with 
“The Man With the Golden Arm.” 
*Jubal” (Col) is another one like- 
ly to hit top figures in this keyer. 


20th-Fox should hit the jackpot 
with “Man in the Grey Flannel 
Suit.” 


| Hatch. 


‘him for the Cinerama expedition. 


to—as do| 


Won't Talk 


Hollywood, July 31. 

Hollywood stars and agents 
and the Screen Actors Guild 
are Maintaining a strict “Never 
heard of it” attitude toward 
New York pub-ad_ directors’ 
complaints that players are 
hampering selling of films by 
increased dictation on their 
billing. John L. Dales, nation- 
al executive secretary,of SAG 
declared that the situation is 
“so completely removed from 
Guild functions that SAG 
doesn't want to become em- 
broiled in it. There is nothing 


in our contracts regarding bill- 
ing. That’s up to the economic 
bargaining power of the in- 
dividual actor.” 

Agents, who steer and im- 
plement the “economic bar- 
gaining power” of individual 
stars maintained a tight-lipped 





JAMES PARKER DROWNS | 
ON CINERAMA RAPIDS 


Stanley Warner received word | 
via cable Monday (23) that a mem- 
ber of the Lowell Thomas expe- 
dition shooting the new Cinerama 
film, “Search for Shangri-La” was 
drcwned in the upper Indus River | 
gorge in Pakistan when the boat 
containing seven crew members 
and equipment turned over in the, 
rapids. 

Victim of the accident was, 
James Parker, 45-year-old explorer | 
and adventurer and a former ac- | 
tor. The other members of the 
crew, including director Otto Lang 


escaped from the dangerous; *° a 

W ae. In addition to Lang, those | No comment attitude when 
rescued were cameraman Jack) queried. Stars similarly 8 
Priestly, assistant cameraman | clined to pong Py pag ie 
Michael Zingale, focus man Peter | --or even to take any forma 


cognizance of the beef. 


Century Ozoner 's 
Six Boxoffices 


Century’s Theatres’ new Route 
110 Drive-In Theatre in Hunting- 
ton Township, Long Island, opened 
last Wed. (23) with accommoda- 
tions for 2,500 cars. It’s the larg- 
est ozoner in L. I. and, claims Cen- 


Passas, 
western 


grip Jack Wallace, and 
rivermen Bus and Don 














Parker, who had been with the 
Theatre Guild, had abandoned act- 
ing for a career in skiing. He was 
a ski instructor at the Aspen, Colo- 
rado school when Thomas _ hired 


his mother, a 
and a sister. 


| Nick Ray’s Africa Chore 


Hollywood, July 31. 
Nicholas Ray will direct “Bitter 


He is survived by 
brother, 





Victory” on location in Africa ‘in tury, has one of the largest screens 
Oc ober, his third film for 1956.| of all ramped situations. Six box- | 
Picture, to be produced by Paul | offices, kiddie piayland, other us- | 


Graetz, is based on Ron Hardy’s | ual facilities and a twin tower to 


novel. simulate moonlight. 

Ray recently completed’ the Also set to ungate today is 
James Mason starrer “Bigger Than Skouras , Theatres’ 303 Drive-In 
Life,” which Mason also produced, , Theatre, situated near Tappan, 
and will start “Jesse James” next’ N. Y. This also has all standard | 


month at 20th-Fox. features, including a playland. 


Inside Stufi—Pictures 


The Rank 


Organization has Jaunched a major advertising cam- 
paign, mainly confined to class papers and journals, which outlines 
ihe role of the company in British film production and its campaign 


to expand world markets. Ads quote the fact that Rank built up a 
125-theatre circuit, valued at $10,000,000, in Canada; has a financial 
interest in 500 theatres in Europe and the Commonwealth; and is 
currently trying to ‘‘open the door to the rich South American market.” 

The announcement closes with an appeal for government 
Rank’s program of British films to show to the world, 
can only be carried out if conditions at home are more 
the industry than they are today. It takes two 
planning, endeavor and continuous investment to 
This is only possible if government policy 
term financial stability. 


ads explain, 
favorable to 
vears of costly 
make a good film. 
offers the chance of long 


Bill Diehl, & 
ers to write 
they don't. 


Paul Pioneer Press-Dispatch critic, is asking his read- 
to him and tell him why they don’t go to the movies, if 
He says he wants to be helped to understand the big’ dip 
in weekly theatre attendance since 1946. However, in the Twin Cities 
for the past month, after an exceedingly rough boxoffice stretch, the 
loop film emporiums, buttressed by an exceptionally large number of 


outstanding pictures, are really pulling in the customers again in 
good old days’ fashion. So that maybe. it’s being pointed out, the 
main answer to Diehl’s question in part is that there haven’t been 
enough sufficiently strong pictures 

\ new type of lamp that provides ‘Maximum intensity. full control 
and greater mobility” than the old-style spots and are lamps has been 
developed by studio electrician “Goldy” Garnel. Lamp, tagged the 
Garnelite, is being tried out by vet lenser Ernest Haller on Security 
Pictures “Men in War,” on location Haller feels the new lamp’s 
size and candlepower make it possible to achieve top photographic 
quality with an ease of handling. Another advantage to the new lamp 


is that a burnt-out element can be replaced more rapidly than in other 
types of lamps, 


Several 


hundred feet of hitherto secret film about the work done 
under the aegis of the Atomic Energy Commission will be included in 
the upcomin John H. Burrows’ indie feature “Proving Ground.” 
ils written by Sam Neuman, is a love story set against the back- 
round of an atom bomb that failed to detonate Burrows succeeded 


in getting declassification of 25,000 feet of color film about the AEC’s 
work and will integrate some of it into his feature. 

Universal has stockpiled 2.500 feet of Japanese noises for its sound 
iibrary as a result of the filming of ‘Joe Butterfly” in Tokyo. Head 


sound technician Joe 
the cries of 


Lapis recorded assorted Tokyo sounds including 


street vendors, taxi horns, carnival music, street car bells 
and the ad-lib babbling of school children and Gina pedestrians. Two 
and a half reels will be assembled here for the soundtrack of “Butter- 


fly’ when it undergoes editing. 

The Minneapolis Star and Tribune, 
both under the same ownership, have recently adopted a new motion 
picture advertising standard-of-acceptance code. 

It’s explained that the code specifically bans advertising featuring 
“a high degree of violence” as well as that stressing sex in a distasteful 
or offensive manner. 

Sneak preview in drive-in is planned for “Julie,” 
Marty Melcher-Doris Day’s Arwin Productions. It will be simultaneous 
with preview in conventional house. Melcher feels ozone sneak vital 
because of importance of drive-ins. Also “Julie,” a Metro release, is 

‘low key lighting film and he wants to see how it will play outdoors. 


initial offering of 


help. | 


this city’s only newspapers and | 


Policy: Pay Fine—and Operate 


Reading, Pa., July 31. 

For the sixth time within seven months, Sinking Spring Drive- 
In Theatre was fined $50 and costs for operating in violation of 
the state Sunday “blue laws.” 


The theatre, operated by Pavilion Drive-In Corp., Batavia, N.Y.., 
faced the charge last December, again in May, once in June and 
three tim2s in July—10, 16 and 26. 

The operators who had failed to get the approval of voters for 
Sunday operation have formed the policy of “pay the fine and 
operate.”” Township citizens, who circulated petitions in favor of 
Sunday shows, will have to wait until the November 1957 munici- 
pal elections to vote on the matter. 


Permeated With Love 


Continued from page 





























ternational spa before World War 
I under its German name of Carls- 


desire is in seeing the American 
usage of the method. Also noted 


bad. It then got the international | was that Variety is known in the 
elite who came for its water|East with many asking points 
cures. It boasts a famous geyser | about the jargon, and a Hungarian 


in the center of town. The Sprudel 
which spouts hot water into the 
humid air from a depth of 6,000 
feet. Waters, baths and _ inhala- 
tions, plus rest and various types |, 
of physical therapy, are the main |}! 
aspects of the spa today. Now a| 
place where workers are sent, it 
also has private patrons. Soviet | 
influence is not as pronounced a | 
few years ago and there is only 
one hotel devoted to Kusso visitors. 
Still Expensive 

Still expensive for foreigners on | 
the Czech crown rate exchange, its 
main night life is centered in the 
Florentine Gardens, a room in the 
immense Moskva Hotel. It has a 
75 cent cover charge with drinks 
at $2. Floorshow is just a muscu- 
lar dance team. Orchestra plays 
| plenty of U.S. musie and nostalgic 


Red said that a recent review of 
a Hungarian pic at the Cannes fest 
was frontpaged in the leading 
papers. 














Scanning Red Skies | 








| 

| 

| Karlovy Vary, July 31. 

| Like so many film festivals, the 
competitions at Karlovy Vary were 
‘marred by too many entries. Press 
| reps and others in attendance were 
called upon to sit in on three dif- 
ferent screenings daily, beginning 
with a program of shorts in the 
mornings followed by feature 
showings both in the afternoon and 
the evening. With a couple of ex- 
ceptions, observers rated most 
patrons can run the gamut of all! product on view as fair. 








the gti ne plus a lot of new| As at Cannes, strong audience 
| ones’ hat trick e in from Austria reaction was drawn by “The Red 
or via the air waves. 


| Balloon,” whimsical and poetic 
minute French short. 
Notes on 


30- 
Town seems to have well stocked, 
expensive, shop windows and main 


some of the features: 


|product is local giassware made | “Children of Hemso.” Swedish. an 
at the Moser Works. Here all is | interesting, offbeat drama harsh 
en A and honed in practically land rugged, but too heavyhanded 
medieval style for some of the! for the United States; “A Pint of 
but hard to oneal “ey AO Ny nsive | Beer.” Hungarian, boy-girl love 
‘ ; match well acted and directed and 

One theatre is housing a student | showing promise for U. S. art 
girl ballet group doing dances to spots; “Darkness at Midday.” Japa- 
old American songs. Fred Astaire 1 nese, concerning police brutality 





| records are played between such | and okay for specfalized situations 
| dance interludes as “Begin the|in the U. S.; “If All the Guys in 
| Beguine,” “Rhapsody In Blue” and|the World” and “Fhe Best Part” 
| An American In Paris.” Danc-|(CinemaScope), both French and 
|ing 1s amateur but the fact that it | both showing quality but “World” 
can be done to American music | goes overboard in trying to build 
is another sign of the easing of | suspense and “Part” is a documen- 
| tensions. Jan Werich, the Czech | tary about dam building 
Jthe US. commented on. this and | ifs yan’ Marriage of Dr. Dan- 
| also is now doing a Satirical piece, — Lap goed ho amen. 
about the East in his Prague thea- 7 ‘a “i oes se © see ey tate 
|tre. Werich also did “Finian’s 6 pi daar one Me. ws ; 
|Rainbow” and “The Man Who | ou! neatly put together and okay 
| Came to Dinner” a couple of years oe ee ee ee oe 
ago. "pedal Bus,” Norway, adequate war a 
itt ; tioner with limited possibilities; 
Phere is a local musichall, the | “Ernst Thallmann,”’ East Germany, 
Orfeum, giving a varied bill of ac- heavy on propaganda as the Ger- 
ceptable talents, man Communist leader is deified: 
Film trading activity is on the | “La Gata” (The Cat), first C’Scope 
increase. Doing a pitch for East- | pic made in Spain, suitable for 
ern biz are West Germany and | Hispano lingo situations but not 
Japan, though there are no diplo- | much for regular runs in U. S.; “A 
matic relations between the coun-| Town Like Alice,’ British, com- 
tries. West Germany, in particular, | petently-made war film with possi- 
whose need for expansion is not. bilities for secondary feature 
being adequately fulfilled in the | placement in U. S. 
West, is making a big move here. 
Besides an official entry, the Ger-| —- 
helming of Dieter Fritko, is show- | 
ing five other pix outside the fest. | Hilton Looks 
Japan has sent a leftist pic that | 


made a dent as an outsider at thee "=" CoReaes mee ace 5 aus 


recent Cannes Fest. West Ger-)} ping line had considered building 
many and Japan can only exchange | a 22-story hotel on the site, then 
films, as yet, but outright sales are | abandoned its plan. 
expected soo ; j ] 
esi 7 lidating ite Lurie has not said where le 
a i = Rage metas nigeee Its POPU- | would have Hilton buil d the two 
i . ie ion already won on the new theatres. one with 2.000 se: 
a , get cough and 1s also ang- the other with 1.500. It is knov VI 
a hs fe 1¢ : ° tellite and Russo however, that he has an eye on two 
1, n Ms S lowcase spot. Eng- sites. One is a block or two awa\ 
and 1S In on this with a few fea- on Geary Street The two new 
res ¢ 12 ‘ - o ¢ > ¢ ork “ P ; 
ngage nating _s made a mark ! houses would be separated by : 
ag . - = . * : . ° ° . r 
~ fie — ‘ Arthur Rank’s | other building in that case. The 
: ris came in to looksee | other is on Eddy Street, a block or 


the situation and has already nego- 


so away from the city’s only other 


| tiated the sale of the entered pic 

ee : legit house, the Alcazar. 

| “A Town Like Alice.” With the eho 4 : ‘st-cli 
intense interest in ‘Marty” this | ac cay *. oa are a 
should be the first recent Holly- hotel to the city’s downtown area 


| undoubtedly would mean a show- 
case for top name acts and bands 
Also, it would furnish heavy coni- 
petition for the Fairmont, St. Frans 
cis, Mark Hopkins and Palace. 

Lurie and Hilton once jointly 
owned the Sir Francis Drake, a big 
commercial hotel just off Union 
Square, but sold out just before 
World War II. 


It’s common knowledge that Hil- 


|; wood pic to break into the East 
| When biz arrangements are finally 
decided upon between Russia and | 
the satellites and the U.S. Motion 
Picture Export Association. 

Great interest in new film proc- 
esses is evident here and this cor- 
respondent has been interviewed 
and approached on this subject 
many times by Eastern pressmen. 
The showing of open air C’Scope 
pix, one Spanish and one French,| ton has been itching to shoulder 
have been greeted as an interest-| back into the Frisco hotel scene 
ing new innovation, but the main | for years, 
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AVAILABLE 
ONLY FOR 
PECIALLY 
SELECTED 
ENGAGEMENTS” 


Because of the daring and unusual na- 














From the director of 
Rebel! Without A Cause- 
ture of this production, careful hand- A MOTION PICTURE 


, . ° ° . SO DARING YOU 
ling is essential if audiences are to 


f WILL ASK: 
derive the full impact and exhibitors “HOW DID THEY 
> dl , 
realize the full potential. Therefore, Ttaeataid 


20th is limiting availability to se- 
lected runs. If you want it, and 
can handle it, contact your 20th 





branch manager immediately. ek NOE ae ae ny 
» 4 ' & . 
2Oth Century-Fox presents _ sale . 4 pill 


JAMES MASON [eam 
BARBARA RUSH 


* 
COLOR by DE LUXE CINEmaScoPE 
co-starring 
WALTER MATTHAU * festy care. rice Steonee kip. Hamilton 
PRODUCED BY DIRECTED BY STORY AND SCREENPLAY BY 


JAMES MASON - NICHOLAS RAY + CYRIL HUME ¢ RICHARD MAIBAUM 





s 


~ 


*~ WORLD PREMIERE TOMORROW, VICTORIA, N.Y. 


NEXT WEEK (AUGUST 8th) AT KEITH MEMORIAL, BOSTON 
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HOLLYWOOD 


‘Continued from page 9) 
Dick” (WB) (4th wk-8 days). 
$25.000. Last week, $30,600. 

Chinese (FWC) (1,908; $1.25- 
$240)—"King and I” (20th) (5.h 
wk). Big $28,000. Last 
$29,600. 

Warner Beverly (SW) (1.612; $1- 
$1.75)—"‘Duchin Story” (Col) (5th 


Oke 


wk). Steady $10,000. Last week, 
$10.400 

Fox Beverly (FWC) (1.334; 90- 
$1.50)—"Great Locomotive Chase” 
(BV) (6th wk). Thin $2,700. Last 
weck, $3.300. 

Four Star (UATC) (868; 90- 


$1.50)—“Proud and Profane” (Par) 
(7th wk). Neat $6,000. Last week, 


$6,600. 

Fine Arts (‘FWC) (631; $1.25- 
$1.75) — “Fantasia” (BV-reissue) | 
(8th wk). Steady $4,500. Last 


veek, same. 

Wrox Wilshire (FWC) (2296: $1- 
$1.75) —"‘Trapeze” (UA) (9th wk). 
Okay $7,000. Last week, $8.700. 

Egyptian, United Artists (UATC) 
(1.411; 1.242; $1.10-$2.75)-—‘Okla- 
homa” (Magna) (37th wk Egyptian, 
39d wk U.A.). Nice $18,000. Last 
week, $18,500. 

Warner Hollywood (SW) (1,364; 
$1.20-$2.65'—"Cinerama Holiday 
(Indie) (38th wk). Started current 
week (29) after fine $33,100 last 
week. 


BROADWAY 


(Continued from page 9) 
—“Trapeze” (UA) (9th wk). Eighth 
session slipped to moderate $18,- 
000 following seventh’s $23,000. 
Stavs to Aug. 21 when ‘War and 
2eace” (Par) bows. 
sh (Moss) (1.700; 75-$2.20) 
—“Moby Dick” (WB) (5th 
Fourth finished yesterday (Tues. ) 
with solid $36,000 after 42G in 
third. Goes on, of course. 

Fine Arts (Davis) (468: 99-$1.80) 
—‘Rififi” (UMPO) (Sih 
Fighth ended yesterday with hand- 
some $12,000 after great $14,006 
in seventh. 

Globe (Brandt) 

“Fastest Gun Alive” x) (4th 
wk) Third frame ending today 
(‘Wed.) with okay $14,500 after fast 
$17.000 in second : 

Guild (Guild) (450; $1-S1.75 
“Private’s Progress’ (DCA) (2d 
wk). A hit, with $12,500 in first 
week ended Monday. In ahead, 
“Wild Oat” (Indie) took slow 
$3.000 in five days of fourth round. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736: 79- 
$1.80)—"Pardners” (Par) (2d). A 
fast start with this Martin-Lewis 
starrer with $30,000, or near, 
first week ended yesterday ‘Tues.). 
Previously, “Great Locomotive 
Chase” garnered slight $6.000 in 
fourth frame (eight days). 

Normandie (‘Trans-Lux) (5 
$1.80 “The Phantom Horse” (In- 
die) (2d wk). A bigtime art house 
entry with $10,000 for the first 
week ended Monday (30). In ahead, 


(1,500: 70-$1.50) 


(M-¢ 


“Tost Horizon” (Col) (reissue) 
down to $2,600 in fifth and final 
week (six days). 


Palace (RKO) (1,700; 50-$1.60)— 


“Raw Edge” (U) and vaude. Much 
stronger than the recent average | 
with $17,000 for the week’s run. 
Last week, ‘Francis in Haunted 
House,.”’ okay $14.500. 

Paramount (ABC-Par) (3,664; 
$1-$2)—‘‘Santiago” (WB) (4th wk). 
Final frame (five d*vs) down to 
mediocre $18,000. House revert- 
ing to usual Wednesday openings 
today when “Earth vs Flying 


Saucer” goes in for two weeks. 


Paris ‘Pathe Cinema) (568; 90- 
$1.80)—“Proud and Beautiful” (In- 
die) (10th wk). Ninth round ended 
Sunday (29) with moderate £8,500. 

Radio City Music Hall (‘Rocke- 
fellers) (6,200; 95-$2.75)—“Eddy 
Duchin Story” (Col). and. stage 
show (6th wk). This frame hold- 
ing up well enough at $123.000. 
Stays for a seventh week with 
“High Society” (M-G) replacing. 
Fifth week with “Duchin,” $140.- 
000 

Rivoli (UAT) (1.545: $1.50-S3.50) 

“Oklahoma” (Magna 42d wk) 
Still drawing them in, present 


week accounting for a nice $20,000 ! 


after $21.300 in 4lst week 

Roxy (Nat'l. Th.) (5,717; 65-$2.40) 
—‘‘King and I” (20th) and stage 
show (4th wk). Continues es one of 
the really tall money-makers on 
the street with fourth week ending 
tomorrow (Thurs.) heading 
$105.000. Took a wham $125,000 in 
third. 

Plaza (Brecker) (556; $1.50-$1.80) 
—"Fruits of Summer” (Indie) (3d 
wk). First holdover week ended 
yesterday (Tues.) with prosperous 
$12.700 after $13,200 in opener. 
Will be here for some time. 

State (Loew) (3.450: 78-$1.75)— 
“Somebody Up There Likes Me” 
(M-G) (4th wk). Third week ending 
today with mild $16,000 after nice 


week, | 


wk). | 


wk). | 


in | 


for | 


$22,000 in second. Has been going 


okay but more was looked for. 
Continues. 
Sutton (R&B) (561; $1-$1.80)— 


“Moby Dick” (WB) (5th wk). Third 
stanza ended last night (Tues.) with 
very strong $18,000 after second 
round brought $20,500. 

Trans-Lux 52d St. (T-L) (540; $1- 
$1.50\—“*‘La Strada” (Indie) (3d 
wk). Second week ended Monday 
(30) with mammoth $18,900 after 
record $20,170 in opener. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 50-$2) 
—‘Foreign Intrigue” (UA) (3d wk). 
Third week a meager “$7,000 after 
$9,500 in second. 

Warner (Cinerama Prod.) (1,600; 
$1.20-$3.30)—‘“‘Seven Wonders 
the World” (Indie) (16th wk). Fif- 
teenth week ended Saturday (28) 
with weighty $45,000 afier $49,900 
in 14th. The previous week had 
unusually big weekend business. 





55th St. Playhouse (B-F) (250: 
| $1.25-$1.50) —‘‘Bullfight’” (Janus) 


(5th wk). This is a ciick run, the 
‘fourth week bringing a nifty $7,800. 





‘Omaha: ‘Boats’ Landing 


Big 126, ‘Gun’ Zippy 86. 


Omaha, July 1. | 

Major topic along film row this 
week is the upsurge of biz at the 
Omaha Theater, which is coming 
out of the doldrums after several | 
years of poor grosses. Following 
on the heels of “Trapeze,” which 
did $36,000 in four weeks at the 
$5,000-average house, is “Away All | 
Boats,” which is off to a lively $12,- 
000 start. Excellent flack work 
obviously helped. 

“Fastest Gun Alive” is big in its 
opening stanza at the State and 
“Eddy Duchin Story” stays hot in 
its second week at the Brandeis. | 
“Rawhide Years,” anothernew en- 
try, is dull at the Orpheum. 

Estimates for This Week 


||Flock of 


of | 


|'Though sold at the usual Soviet 


| its 


Italo 
“Pix Sold to USSR 


| It’s not known generally here, 
but a fair number of Italian films 


| have made their way through the 
| Iron Curtain and onto the Russian 
|} market in recent years. A num- 
ber of them have become hits on 
the Russo circuits. 

Recent exports include a batch 
lof 11 features: “A Husband for 
Anna Zaccheo,.” “Two Cents Worth 
of Hope.” “I! Cammino della Sper- 
| anza,” “Roma Ore II,” “Non C’e 
|Pace Tra Gli Ulivi,” “Le Ragazze 
|di Piazza di Spagna,” “Cops and 
Robbers,” ‘‘Giuseppe Verdi,” ‘“Bel- 
; lissima,” “Ai Margini della Metro- 
|poli,’ and “Sesto Continente.” 








Films B. 0. Rainbow 








| 
i pression of the indus‘try’s realiza- 
| tion of changing times and customs. 

Distribution executives who have 
|given thought to the problem 
|frankly admit to frustration inas- 
| much as logic and business sense 
|don’t always seem to go together 
'in discussions of this issue. There 
is no question that those who run 
distribution generally would favor 
a drastic readjustment that would 
see day-and-Jate suburban runs 
with downtown wherever this is 
possible; also they would like to 
institute a more intelligent—pos- 
sibly staggered —suburban break 
to avoid large numbers of houses 
playing the same picture at the 
same time. 


But, on a more general level, 





flat rate system, the biggest gross- | 
ers are known to have been the 
three “escape” pix in the bunch: 
“Cops and Robbers,” ‘Giuseppe | 
Verdi” and “Sixth Continent.” 
Other items mainly treated social 
themes and were mostly directed | 
by men with leftist tendencies. 
Italo export to Russia is ex- | 
pected to spurt some more follow- 
ing the Italian film weeks planned | 
for October in the Russian capital | 
and in Leningrad, events to be or- 
ganized by Unitalia Film as part of 
campaign to push the local 
product in heretofore untouched 
countries in the West and Far East. 


| Bin Bvtdile—~'S6 























Washington, July 31. 
For the first half of 1956, film 
industry dividends ran slightly be- 
hind the same period of 1955. 
The half-year aggregate came to 


Brandeis (RKO) (1,000; 75-$1)— | $14.318.000, compared with $14.- 
“Eddy Duchin Story” (€ol) (2d wk). | 663,000 a year earlier. However, 
Sturdy $6,500. Last week, $9.500. |the stockholders’ melon for June 

Omaha (Tristates) ‘2,000; 75-$1) | 1956 was $3.842.000. or slightly be‘*- 
—“Away All Boats” (U). Lusty !ter than the $3,787,000 or June 
$12,000. Last week, “Trapeze” | 1955. 

( A) | c) 5 ( 

" Bamtanen "Citietan) 2.890; 75- The June figures: Loew's, $1,- 
$1)—“‘Rawhide Years” (U) and | 286,000 in June of each year; Par- 
“Congo Crossing” (U). Slow $8.500.| amount Pictures $1,094,000 this 
Last week, “King and I” (20th) | June and $1,095,000 last June. Uni- 
(2d wk). $8.500. versal $314,000 this June, and $313,- | 

State (Goldberg) (860: 75-$1)— | 000 last June. Allied Artists $21,- | 
“Fastest Gun Alive’ (M-G) and _|000 each June. United Artists The- | 
“River Changes” (WB). Staunch | atres, $8.000 each year. Roxy | 
$8,000. Last week, “Great Locomo- | Theatre $6,000 each year. Consoli- | 


tive Chase” (BV), $5,500. 





MINNEAPOLIS 


(Continued from page 8) 
ton Story” (Col) split with “Duel 
on Mississippi” (Col) and “Semi- 
nole Uprising” (Col). For the ac- 
tion fans. Slim $3,500. Last week, | 
“The Killing’ (UA) and ‘“Night- 
mare” (UA) split with “Star of | 
India” (UA) and ‘The Big Bluff” | 
(UA), $4,000. | 
State (Par) (2,300; 85-$1)—“Away 


All Boats” (U) Kudoes for this 
one and increasing b.o. momentum 
undoubtedly in prospect. Healthy 


$12,000. Last week, ‘First Texan” 
(AA), $5,500. 


World ‘Mann) (400; 85-$1.25)— | 
“King and I” (20th) (3d wk) Ex- 
citing raves on every hand and is 
in for long run. Gigantic $9.000. 


Last week, $10,000 
CLEVELAND 


‘(Continued from page 8) 


£6,000; last week “That Certain 
Feeling” (Par), $5,000 (m.o.). 

Palace (RKO) (3,285; 70-90) — | 
“Davy Crockett and River Pirates” | 
(BV), $4,500; last week, “Behind 
High Wall” (Indie), $6,000, and | 
“Outside the Law” (Indie). 

State (Loew) (3,500; 70-90) — 
“Johnny Concho” (UA). $17,500: | 
last week “Somebody Up There 
Likes Me” (MG) (2d wk), $10,000. 

Stillman (Loew) (2,700: 70-90)— 


“Trapeze” (UA) ‘m.o.). 
downtown. $10,000; 
$11,000. 


BALTIMORE 
(Continued from page 8) 


ter” (UA) and “Up In Mable’s 
Room” (UA) (reissues), $2,000. 


Fifth round | 
last week, 


New (Fruchtman) (1.600; 50- 
$1.25)—“King And I” (20th) (3d 


wk). Still boff at $11,000 after 
$17,000 in the second. 

Playhouse (Schwaber) (410; 50- 
$1) “Lovers And _ Lollipops” 
(Indie) (2d wk). Nice $3,500 after 
$4,000 opener. 

Stanley (WB) (3,200; 30-$1.25)— 
i ‘Moby Dick” (WB) (4th wk). Still 
|sturdy at $10,000 after $11,000 for 
ithe third. ~ 

Town (Rappaport) (1,400; 50-$1) 
—*Earth vs. Flying Saucers” (Col) 
and “Werewolf” (Col). Starts today 
(Tues.). “Safari” (Col) was fairish 


ly paid. 


{a 


it 


dated Amusemen’s $55,000 
June, nothing last June. 
Dept. of Commerce says the pub- 
licly announced divide1.ds in any 
industry normally amount to about 
60 to 65° of all dividends actual- 


this | 





. + 
Rencir View 
——__ Continued from page 3 


it 





more costs to make two ver- 
sions,” Renoir said, “but, speaking 
as a director, I only know that it’s | 
let more work. From the point 
view of time, ete. I'd calculate 
takes almost double. Also, even 
with a capable actress like Miss 
Bergman, the problem of shooting 
a scene in two languages is very 
great.” 


oO} 


Renoir doesn’t believe in dub- 
bing but is resigned to the fact | 


that it may be the only way to get | 
imports shown widely. ‘‘Can-Can” 
has been dubbed, and Renoir said 
he was very pleased with 
results. “Of course, it’s a different | 
picture now,” he observed, “but | 
the English dialog doesn’t harm it | 
any j 


| the suburbs is limited to the top | 


Sharply conscious of American 


4 
QO. 


“just a new way of printing. 


1 | 


| what it 


| of admissions, 


| competitive. 


distribu’ion, faced with an_ ex- 


itremely uneven domestic gross pat- | 


tern, would like ‘o experiment. 


| And, under prevailing conditions, | deep going overhaul of the distri- 
| this is made impossible. 


“What we have forgotten is that, 
with the _ television competition 
is, we must make it con- 
venient for people to come to see 
our pictures,” commented a_ dis- 
tribution topper. ‘That’s part of 
the answer for bringing people out 
of the house in the first place.” 

And a circuit man chimes in: 
“Why should hundreds of theatres 
and millions of people in a city 
like New York be punished so that 
a single downtown house can play 
a film? It’s just not good mer- 
chandising.” 

It is pointed out by distrbution 
that the department stores, realiz- 


|ing the swing away from the cities 
|}and into the suburbs, have estab- | 
| lished large branch operations that 


allow the customers to purchase 
virtually anything they can buy 
in the downtown store. Same is 
true of the supermarkets and o her 


= Continued from page 1 








for instance, where a picture will 
break all over Queens at the same 


time, costs the industry a vast 
number of potential customers 
each week, simply because of a 


lack of choice. Yet, nothing would 
indicate a change. 

“When it comes to distribution, 
you've got to remember that this 
|is a business of persor.alities,” 
|was one comment. “Many of the 
| people who started this business 
|ae still in it, both at the distri- 
bution and at the exhibition end, 
| Their thinking is rigidly set. They 
| don’t want to change at this point 
'and make enemies. That is one 
| good reason why nothing will hap- 
/pen for the moment.” 

_ There is no question that, even 
|should court and antitrust restric- 
tions be sufficiently to make 
changes, latter would require a 





| bution pattern, which is compli- 
_cated enough as is. In many cities, 
|theatres within a comparatively 
short distance from downtown 
| break with a picture on the nation- 
jal release date, and more houses 
are clamoring for that kind of run 
all the time. 

Distribution, much more so than - 
: exhibition, is awere of the problem 
jand the industry’s lack of flexi- 
| bihty. Yet, even in distribution, 
| the top brains are awed by the 
|; magnitude of the chain reaction 
| that even minor changes would 
| involve, “The question always is— 
/even in our own minds—where do 
| you draw the line?” said one of 
|the distribution spokesmen. 








| James Dean 





Continued from page 5 Sew 


outlets in the mass consumption | James Dean. He was shy in man- 
field. ner, not masterful in the ordinary 
Hate That Downtown! .}sense. The two roles he played 
From the exhibitor end. the | Were manifestations of the  all- 


question of more adequate service 
to the suburban population, which 
shows a reluctance to come down- 
town for reasons ranging from 
parking problems to the high price 
poses a variety of 
problems, some of them 

The downtown exhibitor, with a 
large investment and a high oper- 
ating cost, will not agree to hav- 
ing his picture preemed day-and- 
date within the metropolitan area, 
arguing that it would kill his busi- 
‘ness. He argues that the merchants 
in the heart of the city benefit 
from the crowds he helps draw to 
his area, and that—if shorn of the 





|incentive to come downtown—cus- 


tomers would s‘ay away more than 
ever. 

The distributor, while anxious to 
day-date, would have to make a 
choice of houses. And in so doing, 


| he’d run headlong into legal snarls 


since a multitude of houses would 
claim the right to share in the run. 


“IT know that the benefit we get | 
| from the downtown kickoff via ad- 
vertising spillover, etc. is exagger- | 


ated,” observed a distribution man. 
“By the time the picture gets out, 
the benefits of the downtown run 
have largely evaporated. 
same time, if I were to go on rec- 


| ord as saying: ‘I want my pictures 


to day-date with the suburbs’ I'd 
get a very enthusiastic echo from 
a mass of theatres. And then I’d 
have to say to them: ‘I don’t mean 


the | you.’ And before you know it, we'd | 


be in the courts again.” 
It’s pointed out, additionally, 
that the ‘‘want to see” desire in 


pix only, so that the question of 


As for the practice of the sub- 


strictly | 


| 
Come back, It won’t matter to 
} 


At the | 


American mixed-up kid of the post- 
World War II era. What he repre- 
sents in terms of the American 
state of mind, circa 1956, is any- 
body’s guess. Typical of the love 
letters still coming in are such 
endearments as this: 
“Jimmy Darling: I know you 
are not dead. I know you are 
just hiding because your face 


has been disfigured in the 
crash. Don’t hide, Jimmy. 


me... 


| One angle that makes Warners, 
| jittery is th: possibility of drawing 
social criticism if guessing wrong 
about the Dean exploitation values. 
Some adults and newspapermen are 
pretty skeptical, inclined to sus- 
| pect a long-term build for ‘‘Giant” 
though there’s absolutely no proof 
that Warners planned it that way 
or indeed that any film company 
could rig such a reaction. (Newse 
stands have been loaded with arti- 
'cles on Dean). There is evidence 
that Warners was approximately as 
| astonished by the prolonged mourne 
ing, the flowers, the clubs, the bi- 
ographies and all the rest of the 
details of an enshrinement of a 
boy-symbol as anybody else. 
United Artists may rush in where 
Warners (having seen the fan mail) 
is more cautious. A plot is afoot 
for UA to produce a biography of 
James Dean. A _ possible title, 
among several under consideration, 
is “Young Man In A Hurry.” What- 
ever the title, the real problem 
| would be locating an actor to im- 
| personate Dean. Questions already 
| being put at.UA are: will the true 
believers be pleased or outraged? 
Many theories have already been 


} 
} 


film censorship—and disapproving | day-dating preems actually arises | developed as to the meaning be- 
it—Renoir he saw the screen as| only in a limited number of cases, | hind the case of James Dean. More 


| will surely follow. Some will be 


think all kinds of pictures should | urban firstruns all breaking a pic- | Sociological; some Freudian. Per- 


to it, sex isn’t the greatest danger | 
to our young people today. I think | 
the whole approach to sex in film | 
is wrong. It’s good to be 
spoken about it.” 

As for the widely varying topics 
of his films, Renoir said it was 
quite a deliberate “diversification.” 
“It is most important to keep 
changing one’s style. For myself, 
I prefer to shoot a bad picture 
with a new problem than to do 
a good one that is nothing more 
than an imitation.” 

After he finishes “Elena,” | 
Renoir plans to settle down to 
write a book on his father, the 
painter Renoir. He has also written 
a French adaptation of Clifford 
Odets’ “The Big Knife” which will 


out- | 
| 





‘at $7,500. 





be presented on the Paris stage. 


an area almost t« the exclusion of 
other product, distribs again agree 


| it’s a bad practice but, almost in 


the same breath, add: ‘‘What thea- 
tre is going to step back and, even 
on an alternating basis, play sec- 
cnd fiddle to another house? Even 
if they did, they'd be afraid that 
some subrun would come along 
and go firstrun.” 

Attempts have been made in 
various cities to stagger the sub- 
urban break, but the problem 


i'comes back to the legal angle-ex- 


hibitors book from many compan- 
ies. In order to make such a 
system effective, the distributors 
would have to get together, and 
hat they can’t co. 

No one contests the _ theory 
that the New York arrangement, 


| be made. And when you come down | ture at the same time, saturating | haps it is not far-fetched to add 


one further thought—a medium 
which can project such a person- 
ality and evoke such a stupefying 
response (however tinged with the 
macabre) is a pretty dynamic me 
dium yet. 


Lewis Helms ‘Studio 57’ 


Hollywood, July 31. 

Richard Lewis has been named 
as producer of Revue Production’s 
“Studio 57” vidpix series spon- 
sored by Heinz. 

Lewis, also producer of the same 
vidfilmery’s “Crusader” _ series, 
launched production for next sea- 
son’s product this week. It’s plan- 
ned to hypo the series with w.k. 
names, ~ 


| 
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From Leo 


The word is spreading throughout every 
Film Row about M-G-M’s great new pro- 
duction "TEA AND SYMPATHY.” The picture 
will be talked about even more than the famed 
stage hit. It will be one of the biggest advertising 
campaigns in M-G-M history. (Deborah Kerr and 
John Kerr, the original Broadway stars, are in it.) 





And how the fans will flock to get the bare 
facts about “THE OPPOSITE SEX.” It’s 
the low down on dames, with music! (The dames: 
June Allyson, Joan Collins, Dolores Gray, Ann 
Sheridan, Ann Miller. The guys: Leslie Nielsen, 
Jeff Richards.) 





f 


Get a load of the business that “THE 
FASTEST GUN ALIVE” is doing. We -pre- 
dicted it was a real “‘sleeper’’ and oh boy! how it 
wakes up box-offices (Glenn Ford, Jeanne Crain, 
Broderick Crawford take bows!) 


IS 














The grapevine predicts a smash success for 
the killer-thriller “JULIE,” an Arwin pro- 
duction. It happens on a honeymoon and it’s 
spine-tingling. (Doris Day stars, with co-stars 
Louis Jourdan, Barry Sullivan, Frank Lovejoy.) 


= 


Every day new honors and new publicity 
for “LUST FOR LIFE.” Another tribute: 
Picture of the Month in Seventeen Magazine. 
(Kirk Douglas gives a magnificent portrayal. From 
the famed best-selling life story.) 


\ 





And we’ve saved for the last the Big news 
that "TEAHOUSE OF THE AUGUST 
MOON” has had its very first studio screening 
and it is SENSATIONAL. From now on you'll 
be hearing about its greatness. It will be one of the 
industry’s milestone attractions. (Marlon Brando, 
Glenn Ford and Machiko Kyo, Japanese beauty, 
re-enact the celebrated stage play.) You haven't 
heard anything yet. Keep listening. 


<< FOR MORE CHEER KEEP YOUR EAR TUNED TO M-G-M! 
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B&K Considers Local Deejay Show; 
Stagehands Demand 10%, Wage Boost 


- 





Chicago, July 31. 

Projected Chicago Theatre stage- 
show. to be helmed by local deejay 
Howard Miller Aug. 17, ran into 
union trouble here last week. The 
Balaban & Katz vaudfilmery 
scrapped its year-round vaude pol- 
icv last December and the Miller 
package would be the first flesh 
show since then. 

B&K’s contract with the stage- 
hands’ union, Local 2 of the Chi- 
cago Theatrical Protective Union, 
an affiliate of the International 
Alliance of Theatrical & Stage Em- 
ployees, expired last winter. The 
JATSE Chi local is asking a 10% 
increase in the stagehands’ hourly 
rate of $2.26 and a two-year con- 
tract. 

Negotiations all last week be- 
tween B&K exec Nate Platt and 
union secretary Charles E. Howard 
failed to produce agreement, al- 
though it was reported that B&K 
had made a counter-offer of a 5% 
raise in the hourly rate. Platt said 
he thought the union was trying to 
drive a hard bargain on the as- 
sumption that B&K was committed 
firmly to a show, which Platt says 
is not the case. Both parties ex- 
pressed _ belief that agreement 
would be reached some time this 
week, 


M-G’S PRUNING PANEL 





SET UP FOR 6 MOS.' 


Hollywood, July 31. 

An operations committee chaired 
pv assistant studio manager Wil- 
liam Smith has been set up at Me- 
tro to hold weekly meetings and 
implement the new economic pro- 
gram outlined by studio head Dore 
Schary a few week ago. Schary 
and executives E. J. Mannix, J. J. 
Cohn and Saul Rittenberg will 
work closely with the committee, 
members of which were chosen by 
various department heads. 

Committee was appointed for a 
sixmonth tenure as part of the new 
drive to effect a streamlining of 
studio operations to 
greater economy and efficiency In 
the running of the studio. 

Kenneth Grossman was 
secretary of the committee. 
members are Gavin Burns, 
Mal Caplan, wardrobe; Joe Finn, 
estimating; William Horning, art 
direction; Joe Luckie, property; 
George Murphy, public relations; 
Jack Rogers, editorial; Ed Stones, 
construction, and Charles Wolcott, 
music 


named 
Other 
sound; 


Buffalo Cinerama Switch 
Buffalo, July 31. 
“Cinerama Holiday” now in 
final month at the Teck here. 
Gala benefit opening for ‘Seven 
Vonders of the World” on Aug. 29 





for Building Fund of the Children’s | 


Hospital. 


— 


New Texas Film Studio 
Headed by Leo Carrillo 


Dallas, July 31. 

Leo Carrillo heads up a new 
studio to be built here by Film 
Corp. of America. Construction 
starts shortly, with the main sound 
stage to be (natch) the biggest in 
the world, measuring 350 by 250 
feet. 

Felix Taneo and Harry Preston 
of the Big “D” Film Laboratory 
are associated in project, in the 
brewing stage for several years and 
sdid to be backed by oil and cattle 
interests. 


UFA Top-Staffed; 
Aim: 15 a Year 
(Probably in 1958) 


Tey] 
ws 





Berlin, oi. 
The new UFA has now finally 

and officially been established 

here, although it is not likely that 


Vv 


1958. Eventually, the UFA will 





provide | 


its | 


have a program of some 15 fea- 
| tures, a good many of them pro- 


|duced under contract with inde- 
| pendents. 
| As the UFA is now constituted, | 


| the board of supervision consists 
}of Freiherr von Ostman (Deutsch 
Bank) as chairman; Erhard Scho- 
enicke (AGFA) as deputy chair- 
man, and Herbert Tischendorf of 
Herzog-Film, Munich. They will 
be joined by Gustav Kemna, a for- 
mer UFA man, and two repyesenta- 
tives to be elected by the UFA em- 
ployees. 

| The UFA 
Arno Haucke 


directors consist 
(UFA Theatre Co.), 
|Helmut Meyer (Goettingen film 
studios), and Heinz Zimmermann, 
who was on the board of the old 
| UFA. 

Ostmann explained that there 
| will be a fusion between the UFA 
|and the theatres as soon as the 
UFI-law (covering liquidation and 
| decentralization of the former 
| Reich-owned property) is replaced. 
| This move is expected soon. 
| There has been talk of plans for 
jthe UFA to build new studios in 
| Berlin-Marienfeld ‘in the U. S. 
sector), but it’s thought unlikely 
| that the project will go through. 
| 


William Dover 





named Universal 
studio scenario story editor, replac- 
‘ing Raymond Crossett. 














Doctor’s 


You say you can take a 
piece of my flesh and give 
me a new life again as in 
infant form? 


A "Thrilling" 
Short Novel 


All Leading 
BOOK SHOPS 


| 2.50 








“The 


Secret’’ 


By D. L. DERN 












it will start production of any con- | 
sequence until late in 1597 or even | 


of | 


| tre at Winslow, 








‘JOAN’ STAR PROWL 
KEYS EXHIB INTEREST 


That the majority of exhibitors 
are as showmanship-minded as 
| ever is believed reflected in the re- 
‘sponse to Otto Preminger’s an- 
nounced plan to seek out an un- 
known for the title role of his 
upcoming “Saint Joan.” Even 
|/some persons associated with Unit- 
‘ed Artists, financier-distributor of 
|the picture, are frankly expressing 
amazement over the reaction. 


received, it looks like a prediction 
made by William J. Heineman, UA 
distribution v.p., will be borne 
out. He said 13,000 theatres 
will participate in the project to 
‘the extent of playing one-minute 
trailers telling of the talent quest 
;and handling applications from 
'“Joan” aspirants. A total of 7,000 
‘such film clips have now been 
placed on order because of the 
exhib interest. 

| A source aligned with Preminger 
'conceded that the production may 
| die at the boxoffice—who can tell 
about a picture when it’s still on 
'the drafting boards?—but the ex- 
|citement stirred by the star com- 
| petitions should be, it was said, an 
/eye-opener for entire industry. 

| The reason is obvious. Premin- 
ger and his associates have come 
up with something genuinely fresh, 
and many of the exhibs who may 
not even play “Joan” are taking 
to it. Star-building auditions pre- 
date Barnum, of course, but in this 
case Preminger has 


immediate 
stated publicly there’s to be noth- 
ing phoney about it. He made a 
firm promise not to hire an estab- 
lished star; a newcomer is to get 
ithe job. And theatres are included 
in the promotion—tlHe cost of print- 


| On the basis of pledges already | 


| 





ing those clips plus miscellaneous | 


expenses will amount to $100,000 
to $150,000. 

Said the source from the Prem- 
inger camp: ‘Many of us in produc- 
tion and distribution frequently 
criticize theatremen for not pub- 
licizing our pictures. Maybe the 
reason has been that we haven't 
been giving them anything but the 
Same, tired ideas to work with 
Give them an angle like this Prem- 


inger gimmick and all the so-called 


lethargy disappears.” 

at a rival UA 
the theatremen’s 
Preminger’s 
proach in broader terms. They 
arrivéd at the conclusion, tenta- 
tive at least, that each picture must 
have its own selling angles to ac- 
cent, that the institutional ideas 
have mer# only when “selling” the 
industry to a law-making group or 
the press. 

The way to win back that lost 
audience is to make each picture 
attractive to the public and not to 
try to sell them all collectively un- 
der one label or with one slogan or 
contest, observed the UA competi- 
tor. 


Exees 
| pondered 
tion of 


recep- 
“Joan” arp 





Nace Adds Phoenix Duo; 


Drive-In and Art House 
Phoenix, July 31. 

Scottsdale’s two film houses, the 

Round-Up Drive-In and the KiVa 

an art theatre specializing in im-| 
ports, have been bought by Harry 


L. Nace Theatres Inc., statewide | 
| chain operators. | 
| Jack Van Leer, asst. manager of 

Nace operations, said year-old 


Round-Up will be enlaregd with | 
270 car stalis and 150-seat stadium 
| for walk-ins, plus overall beauti- 
fication. 

Seller 
Corp., 
Mayor 


was 
headed 
Malcolm 


Valley Theatres 
by Scottsdale’s 
White who built 
both houses. Ownership change 
will not affect policy at KiVa, 
leased to Louis Leithold, but Wes 
KimMg, now operating a Nace thea- 
Ariz., will be the 
new manager of Round-Up. 


Editor, VARIETY: 


So, Hooray! For Pix on Home Screens 


Brooklyn, N.Y. 

I realize that the exhibitor, like the rest of us, has mouths to 
feed, children to clothe, and payments to meet. I’m human, and 
thus I feel for any poor individual who sees his .source of liveli- 
hood crumbling before his eyes. 

However! When I read of the plight of the theatre owner today 
I find it difficult to remember he’s a fellow human, and my reac- 
tions are those of a once frequent moviegoer. I remember many 
little incidents that spanned the three or four years during which 
I made the transition from a two or three times a week attendee 
to my present state, which is once a month, at most. 

I remember, for instance, the innumerable times I made the 
long trek back up the middle aisle to tell and usher that the pic- 
ture was out of focus. He usually then informed me that I was 
sitting too close, or that my eyesight was probably bad. 

I remember the time my wife and I sat behind four youngsters 
who were raising a!l kinds of hell. I went back to see the man- 
ager, who suggested that we change our seats, as there were others 
available! 

I remember the time I went to a Loew house to see “All the 
Brothers Were Valiant.’ The film ir itself didn’t intrigue me, but 
their ads stated “stereophonic sound,” which I was quite inter- 
ested in. They ran it strictly one-track, optical. Again, the man- 
ager. He informed me that the “track broke.” Which explained 
one reel, left the others in question, and was an obvious lie at 
any rate, 

I remember freezing in the winter, and sweltering in the sum- 
mer. This was a direct result of being foolish enough to catch 
the last complete show, during the course of which heating and 
cocling units generally get turned off, as a conservation step, no 
doubt. They conserved fuel, but they lost me. 

I also remember the way 3D was sacrificed on the alter of the 
almighty projectionist—who resisted any innovation that added 
to the job he wasn’t doing right to begin with. 

I remember flickering ares, dirty washrooms, rude cashiers, 
ushers in ill-fitting, filthy uniforms. I remember the strain of try- 
ing to hear low dialog passages when the sound was too low, and 
prints in worse shape than any I've seen on television. 

And speaking of television, when the Warner and the RKO and 
Columbia backlogs start hitting my screen in the fall, 1 remem- 
ber a heck of a lot of pictures that, in general, were superior to 
todays product. They'll be interrupted by commercials, I’m sure, 
and they'll suffer from being cramped onto my 16-inch screen. 
But strangely enough, I have never seen a film on television that 
was out of focus for more than five or ten seconds before it was 
caught and corrected. I have never seen a éilm on television that 
was marred by a flickéring are. And turning up the volume con- 
trol myself is a lot easier than walking back to the lobby, searching 
for an usher and being told for my troubles that, “Well, nobody 





company 


else is complaining, 


Editor, VARIETY: 

Your 
but 
use 


story 
with one 
their own 


this week 
added fact. 


about 


needing 
Nanagers 
individuali‘y and 


Respectfully, 


Paul Caster 


New York. 


“new managers” 
must be given 
creative takents. 


is true, 
a chance to 
The theatres 


cannot be run from a desk in New York. No one man is that good. 


different approach. 


Bob O’Donnell, Ike Libson, 
The ads are the same, 
and are the same. 
the smell of popcorn. 
agement are doing well. 


Any 
The 


All ads are designed in New York, yet each city might need a 


In the great days we had Roxy, Sid«Grauman, the Balaban boys, 
and 
men. Who do we have now?—name one. 

Theatre fronts are bought by the gross 
Trailers more or less are the same, and so is 
and all 


many other great picture show- 


theatres with creative man- 


Music Hall and the small so-called 
“art houses” are doing reasonably well. 


John F. Royal. 





Drive-Ins’ Own Insurance Rates: 


Not Same as (Hi-Fee) Parking Lots 


Boston, July 31. 





study by the Massachusetts Work- 


Ozoners in Mass. have been | men’s Compensation Rate Assn. 


placed in a single category for em-| The move takes them out of the 


Watch Swedish ‘Monika’ 


As Twin Drive-In Test 


Minneapolis, July 31. 


A foreign language film, the 
Swedish “Monika,” for the first 


time is gaining entry into a-Twin 
Cities’ drive-in theatre, the Lucky 
Twins, and the industry here is 
watching the experiment with in- 
terest, 

This is a subsequent run, the 
picture having had its initial local 
showing at Suburban World where 
it ran for nine weeks more than a 
year ago. 

Lucky Twins gave the picture an 
extra big newspaper 
campaign, including advance teas- 


‘ers and elaborate display layouts. 








[It’s Mysterious ‘New York’ ] 


Actor James Mason, who turned producer to make “Bigger Than 


Life’ for 20th-Fox as an indie, 
puzzle. 


is looking for the answer to a 


In simplest terms, he'd like to know who at the 20th home- 


office hides behind the pen-nam 
“Much of what happens at 20th 
he complained. 


e “New York.” 
Fox is dictated by ‘New York,’ ” 


“Yon want to hiré a director, or make some sort 


of move, and right away it’s ‘New York won’t like it’ or ‘We’ll 


ask New York.’ I 
amorphous mass, 
what.” 

Added Mason: 





move without ‘New York’.” 


came to think of ‘New York’ as some sort of 
I still wonder whether it’s man or beast, or 


“Even the heads of the studio won’t make a 


ployes stemming from aé special 


advertising | 


double-rating class and puts them 
| in at $1.31 per $100 fee of payroll. 
| The double rate formerly was 
| 87¢c per $100 for booth workers and 
| $2.73 per $100 payroll for all other 
employes, The rate reduction is the 
result of three years of study of 
| statistics by officials of the Inde- 
| pendent Exhibitors Inc. of New 
| England and combo efforts of Na- 
| tional Allied and insurance agents 
| who submitted findings to the Rate 
| body. 


| IENE pointed out in its efforts 
that drive-ins should not be placed 
|in the same category as parking 
|lots where accident incident is 
| higher. Ozoner ops will save 75c 
per $100 payroll, as more than 
50% of the total payroll is outside 
| the booth. 
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KNICKERBOCKER 


“IN THE HEART OF HOLLYWOOD, 


New York Theatre 


— RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL— 


Rockefeller Center 


TYRONE POWER - KIM NOVAK 
“THE EDDY DUCHIN STORY” 
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in CinemaScope and Color 
A Columbia Picture 
ond SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 























Ne 
~ 








oc 
i 
Ae tee 
° Ae wt. 
ev pede S 
come Ah 
eho el 
rotenone ee 


oe 
WIN ede 
reo. 

~ 


NA OF SAND, SAVAGERY AND BLOOD — 4 ( E ANS 

EA Ing MEN LOCK HORNS 

' | wit TERROR aS Ox 
undred wounds FF | CE ! | 


_ SE __ the great Ortega 
rible death before your very eyes 
: We 14 : 
3 gee oe $ 
er ae : , ee $ : ad 
eds ‘. ‘ QS A. ee a“ } 
3 , ‘ ot rr a 2 RE 
a ins 3 ye pte ‘ . 
Bex . Lett. ‘ 4 
S y : y » oe ’ 
A” Gili reco a 


_— agin most dangerous 
sport . with no thrill oF chill e.6 
s omitted) G riti c 


— R THE Fins pei Sits sae —. - 
ee ne rT MCOLOR++ iTS GLORY ITS SUSPENSE 
© 0 a0 
5 SLILLFIGHT raved and 
| e Cr Oo wad S 


came 









betheubedeanetann 
Cel 





ee sory. 












The death of the h 






ian 

woe 
eee 

NS ts waits 

wettcas 
















: = a 
de Goddess of Peru, Con- 


h 
E: chita Cintron, battle a ton of sav" 
a 28°, ferocious razor -horned fury! 
} 
; 4 & 
‘ f : . ; , 







Ct, lati tits a ty 
VEO NaS 
oe 











Veta? 
we Newt 














peeetene ad 
oes 
OS Bas tata 
one a 

Se ee 













starring I 


WANOLETE « LUIS WIG 
JUAN BELMONTE ° » RAPHAEL ORUY 
nPARICLY + LTR» PASTOR 


A JANUS Fil 


Te Cre 
~~, 


ewer 
nine 
ae 
nn 
ee 

env 














-—— ee 








distributor 
immediately! 





PACEMAKER 
Willi PICTURES 
Erie Tere Mak Goldberg EDWARD RUFF 
FM aecttiares HERMAN BEIERSDORF HERBERT B 
00. ERT BREGSTEI 
IN 
8721 Sunset Blvd. 


Fae Br 
oadwa 
New Yo Y 
rk, N.Y 260 Tre 
Pla Pe eerie mont Street 
Nate 7-3363 Boston 16, Mass 2011 Jackson St 
ional Distributor) LUlberty 2-2797 Dalles Texas reet _ Hollywood, Calif 
(Bo t " 3 fe ‘ : del dale) 
Exchang New Haven mye 8055 esac 1-119) | 
nges} allas) Oklah \Los An 
/ re) ; geles, Pp 
Exchanges) ma tity Seattle, De ortland, . 
/ nver 
ges) 











22 


RADIO-TELEVISION ~ 





Wednesday, August 1, 1956 





Radio-TV Does a Bangup News Job 


In Covering Andrea Doria Disaster 





The Andrea Doria sea disaster off + 


Nantucket triggered -major news | 
coverage by television and radio, | 
with tv and radio nets, in addition 
to local stations, serambling to 
keep abreast of events with bulle- | 
tins and films. | 

Camera crews from the three 
major tv nets, as well as several | 
independen’ tv eutlets, were flown 
to the scene of the collision, where 
they filmed shots of the listing ship 
and the rescue operations for view- 
ing. _Tape recordings and beeper 
phones also were used by both ra- 
dio and tv soon after the disaster, 
caused by the Stockholm colliding 
with the Italian luxury liner, 45 
miles from Nantucket, 

NBC revorter Maurey Robin- 
son and NBC cameraman Jesse 
Sabin flew over the scene of the 
collision eariv Friday (27) morning, 
bringing back an eyewitness ac- 
count and footage for NBC-TV’‘s 
“Today” show. 

Staff members of CBS Televi- 
sion’s “Good Morning” with Will 
Rogers Jr., performed an all-night 
stint which resulted in Thursday’s 
morning programming offering 
some solid coverage. Producer 
James Fleming, as soon as he} 
heard of the @isaster, got the 


— 


BS News 18.8; Lux 12.8 

Refiecting the nationwide 
audience interest in the An- 
drea Doria sinking, a hastily- 
assembled CBS-TV spot news 
show which went into the 
Thursday night 19:30-11 slot 
(with “Quiz Kids” preemp‘ed) 
ran off with the Trendex 
laurels, knocking off NBC-TV’s 
more recently Top 10-rated 
“Lux Video Theatre” to the 
tune of 18.7 to 12.8 and cop- 
ping a 42.5 share of audience 
as against Lux’s 30.3. 

Helmed by Doug Edwards 
and effectwely combining live 
remote, live studio and CBS 
Newsfilm, the half-hour stanza 
turned out to be one of tv's 
finest spot news reporting jobs. 











fa tr 





show’s entire newswriting and pro- 
duction staff to concentrate on the 
disaster. 
Edwards’ Show Tops Lux 

CBS’ newscaster Douglas Ed- 
wards on Thursday flew over the 
scene with a cameraman, supplying 
recorded broadeasts. Some of the 
film taken on the flight was utilized 
in the Charles Collingwood news 
show at 6:45. But the major por- 
tion of the footage went into a 
special 30 minute telecast at 10:30 
Thursday night (with the regular 
“Quiz Kids” preempted) with Ed- | 
wards doing the narrating. The 
show also featured interviews with 
the survivors breught in by the lle 
de France. I was one of the real 
bangup shows on the tragedy and 

(Continued on page 40) 


NBC-TV Daytime 
Biz Still Perks 


NBC-TV daytime billings made 
several more strides in the last few 
days, as a fistful of accounts signed 
on for the sunlight cruise. 

Pharmaco gave the network’s 


. 


9] 


to 5:30 p.m. telefilmed “Comedy | 
Time” its first bankroller. Com- 
pany is buying a quarter-hour 
once a week for 26 weeks alter- 
nating. It also inked on “It Could 
Be You” in the same type of ar- 
rangment. Biz starts Oct. 1. 
Brown & Williamson has pur- 
chased the last remaining quar- 


ter-hour available for early fall on 
“Queen For a Day,” and sponsor- 
ship starts Oct, 2, the network dis- 
closed. Buy calls fer 10 programs 
over a 20-week period. Perkins 
Products division of General Foods 
has bought 13 alternate Thursdav 
quarter-hours of the same show. It | 
also has given NBC similar new biz 
on Thursdays via the 12:30 p.m. 
“It Could Be You.” 

Bon Ami will take over four 
spots on “Matinee Theatre,” 13 on 
“Today,” and four on “Home,” be- 
ginning in Sept.. Winding up the 
week’s davtime buying was Evin- 
rude, which took four “Today” par- 
ticipations. (It also bought four 
spots in “Tonight” for a four-day 
merchandising push in early Oct.) 
4, kU Bokuisiivg ! 


14 C 


-—~ 


, three-month old 


; Many 
|tened to get into the act, too. And 
|\there have been a WDGY “$105,000 


such 
| discontinue all contests and give- 


i¢ 


Murrow’s ‘Africa Report’ 


As BBC-TYV 2-Parter 


BBC will expose Edward R. Mur- 
row’s two-part “Report from Af- 
rica” on Aug. 21 and Sept. 10. Deal 
on the former CBS-TV film stanzas 
was made with the British outfit by 
CBS Television Film Sales. 

CBS Film has sold other public 
service shows abroad, including the 
edited “Omnibus” pix known as 
“Under the Sun,” some “See It 
Now” half-hours, “The Search” 
and some “You Are There” stanzas. 





Mpls. Giveaway 
Craze Tapers Off 


Minneapolis, July 31. 
Cities’ radio stations’ 
cash giveaway 
war, now in its dying gasps, put 


Twin 


'nearly $100,000 in chunks up to 


$1,500 into the pockets of local 
dialers lucky enough to be chosen 


_at random and to be glued to their 
'sets when they were singled out. 


The fact that the sun is setting 
on the easy money days for some 


‘radio listeners probably was bad 


news for many setowners who al- 
ways felt they had a chance, re- 
mote as it might be, to cut in on 
the dough gifts. 

When Todd Storz acquired 
WDGY here and it became known 


‘that his operation would feature 


the shelling out of realm coin, 


of the other stations has- 


contest” that resulted in only $500 


| being given away, a WCCO 10-day 


“$250,000 splurge” costing the sta- 


ition about $16,000 and a WTCN 
“$110,000 
about $10,000. 


cashorama” involving 

Storz was held responsible for 
starting the war in the first place 
and now his decision to quit the 
cash giveaways and the FCC’s 
frowns on the promotions are be- 
lieved to explain the termination. 

At any rate, after Storz notified 
the FCC he’ll cease the eash hand- 
outs the two remaining warriors, 
WCCO and WTCN, decided to do 
likewise. WCCO, in fact, already 
has “quietly” withdrawn. 

This caused Storz to write the 
commission that he was unaware 
it looks with “displeasure” on 
promotions and offering to 


aways “designed to attract audi- 
ences or influence listening” over 
his stations “as soon as possible” 
after the WQAM transfer was ap- 
proved, 

Thereupon the FCC approved 
the transfer and dropped plans to 


| investigate. 


KSTP was the first major sta- 


|tion here to drop out of the cash | 


giveaway shenanigans, its presi- 


ident, S. D. Hubbard, at the time 


denouncing them as having de- 
veloped into a “circus” that “has 
gotten out of hand” and raising the 
question of whether the stations 
weren't neglecting their  publie 
service. 


Chi WLS In Parttime 





Mutual Affiliation 


Chicago, July 31. 
not formalized by a 
affiliation contract, WLS 


Although 
regular 


has entered into sort of an opemm 


end agreement with Mutual to car- 
ry some of the latter’s offerings, It 
was anticipated Mutual would 


make an arrangement with the 50.- | 


000 watter as a parttime Windy 
City outlet with the defection of 
WGN, its longtime affil, which at 
the end of August goes it alone as 
an indie. 

Meanwhile, talks are still going 
on between WLS and ABC on a 
renewal of that affiliation pact. It’s 
expected the web and the radio 
station, which, incidentally is joint- 
ly owned by ABC and the Prairie 
Farmer publishing interests, will 
come to terms on a new ticket. 

The Mutual hookup 
individual program basis, 


SAMMY KAYE 
Swinging and Swaying 

On Tour 
Aug. 1—Sheboygan, Mich.; Aug. 2 
—RBattle Creek, Mich.; Aug. 3—Stur- 
gis, Mich.; Aug. 4— Middletown, 
Ohio; Aug. 5—Urbana, Ohio. 
Columbia Records - current release, 
“EVERY SUNDAY MORNING” 
b/w “ONCE AGAIN.” 

New Album Release: 
Sammy Kaye Swings and Sways 
MY FAIR LADY (For Dancing) 

On ABC Radio—‘Sunday Serenade” 











Red Hot Rountree 
Politico Package 


Scares Off Webs 


Martha Rountree finds herself in 
a dilemma. 

She’s got one of the real hot tv 
packages for the fall—the period 
spanning the August political con- 
ventions and the November elec- 
tions—but there isn’t a network 
that wants to touch it. 

What Miss Rountree is offering 
up, as a half-hour tv package, is a 
weekly debate between the two 
Vice-Presidential nominees, a show 
calculated to make morning-after 
headlines in the dailies. She’s even 
got a sponsor. On top of that Miss 
Rountree says she has the blessings 
of Leonard Hall, the GOP national 
chairman, and Paul Butler, his 
Democratic opposite member. 

But the networks are afraid of 
it. For the simple reason that 
there are six lesser parties that will 
have access to equal time privi- 
leges, under prevailing FCC regula- 
tions, and unless they provide free 
time for all parties concerned they 
might run into litigation and all 
sorts of trouble. 


Ed & Pegeen Reunited, 
Hectic Sked Finds ’Em 
All Over WRCA Dials 


The realignment of the WRCA, 
New York, schedules this week also 
marks the official return of Ed 
Fitzgerald to commercial AM in 
the resumption of the pioneer Mr. 
|& Mrs. radio turn. Because of ill- 
ness, he has been inactive for a 
year, Only recently resuming the 
|mike on wife Pegeen Fitzgerald’s 
daytime AMer, 

Incidentally, the Fitzgerald's 
|have perhaps the most grueling 
radio and tv grind in local indus- 
try annals, at least until Aug. 16 
when they relinquish the 10:30 
p.m. until 12:30-a.m. nightly sched- 
ule from the Starlight Roof on the 
Waldorf-Astoria to Tex and Jinx 
MeCrary, for whom they are sub- 
stituting while the latter Mr. & 
Mrs. team is vacationing in the 
| British West Indies. Along with 
the midnight two-hour session, 
Pegeen Fitzgerald has an 8:55 and 
9:55 a.m. slot on WRCA-TV, doing 
a special color “Shopwindow” spiel 
as part of the “Home” show. Her 
| “Strictly Pegeen” 30 minutes at 
| 1:30 p.m. is now the 2:30 p.m. 
| Slot, starting Monday (30) with her 
j|husband, They also do the 6:30- 
| 6:40 p.m. spot for The McCrarys, 
‘over WRCA, N. Y., which however 
|is taped, done directly after they 
complete their midday show live. 
| This, too, will be relinquished 
when Tex & Jinx return from their 
| holiday. 
| The Fitzgeralds pioneered the 
,Mr. & Mrs. format some 15 years 
'ago on Mutual and for 12 years 
| they were with ABC, both AM and 














is on an'tv, until last year when Pegeen 
with | Fitzgerald solo shifted to NBC. A 


WLS taking only those MBS shows | series of operations kept her hus- 
that den’t confitet with its own lo- band inactive for most of the en- 


al fare or the ABC airers. 
JUL i é BIVUIIL SIS 


jsuing year. 
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Sullivan's Vox Pop on Ingrid 7 


Ed Sullivan went to the unprecedented length Sunday (29) of 


using his show on CBS-TV as a 


platform to sound out the public 


on how it feels about his having Ingrid Bergman appear live on 


his stanza in the fall. 


Sullivan freely acknowledged Miss Berg- 


man as a “controversial” figure but thought the public’s “decision” 
via the letters route might determine whether she should be show- 


cased on his Sunday nighter. 


The question first came up tw 
received wide attention in the press. 


o weeks ago when the “booking” 
The Swedish-born actress, 


now in London making “Anastasia” for 20th-Fox, apparently is 


not aware of a date with Sullivan. 


for Miss Bergman’s appearance 


livan saw the actress in London and quoted her as 
20th failed to clear an acceptance with her. 
Sullivan treated of the matter 


News column as follows: 


The latter said his assurances 
came from the film studio. Sul- 


Saying that 


. 


next day (30) on his N.Y., Daily 


“Helen Hayes has agreed to do a live scene on tv with Ingrid 
Bergman in late September if Ingrid decided to fly over between 


the finale of the film ‘Anastasia,’ 
and Sympathy’ on a Paris stage. 


and her October opening in ‘Tea 
The Swedish star has not com- 


mitted herself to the tv idea, largely, I think, because she doesn’t 
know how the American audience will react to her, and how great 


a controversy might ensue.” 
newspaper public with: “Those 


Then he took the matter 


to the 
for her argue that she’s suffered 


for seven years; point out that other movie stars have been par- 


doned for equally serious moral infractions. 


flare up angrily. What do you 


Those against her 


think?” 








° ‘ oo 
Mighty ‘Margie 

Two former network telefilms 
now in rerun via WCBS-TV out- 
shone all other teleshows in N, Y., 
network or local (on seven sta- 
tions), in the latest ARB ratings 
for the period from 6:45 a.m. until 
6 p.m, 

“My Little Margie,” stripped at 
9 a.m. daily on the CBS-TV flag, 
pulled down an average of 8.3 for 
the latest July report. “Amos and 
Andy,” which is booked the same 
way at 9:30, got the next highest, 
with a 7.2 average. Garry Moore, 
who is a CBS network performer, 
got 4.4 en the Monday-Friday stint 
that follows at 10. 


Miami s Second 


VHF Makes Bo 


Miami Beach, July 31. 

The greater Miami area got its 
second VHF station Sunday (29) 
when WCKT began telecasting a 
full schedule of programs, local 
and network, as a basic affiliate of 
NBC. There was little hoopla at- 
tached to the occasion, with the 





ceremonies hailing the entry of | 


the outlet confined to a half-hour 
program, “Outlook,” in which 
Niles Trammell, former prexy of 
NBC, now president of WCKT, 
outlined programming plans which 
will feature a heavy lineup of the 
network’s shows with local shows 
temporarily to be held to a mini- 
mum. 

Trammell, who is associated with 
the Knight (Miami Herald) and 
Cox ¢tMiami News) interests in the 
new venture, left the big buildup 
to the dailies, which ran special 
sections in their Sunday editions 
hailing the end of greater Miami 
aS a one-station area for VHF; 
WTVJ (CBS) owned by Wometco 
Theatres has been the loner since 
1949, only competition coming 
from two UHF stations—WGBS, 
owned by the Storer chain (which 
will become an independent after 


longtime beaming NBC programs | 


to this area) and WITV which 
carries ABC emanations. Channel 2 
has long been assigned for educa- 
tional tv and is run by a non-profit 
organization Community Televi- 
sion Foundation under the call let- 
ter WTHS. Funds for its opera- 
tion come from the Wolfson-Meyer 
‘(Wometco owners) Foundation and 
a grant from the Ford Foundation. 
The station telecasts for two hours 
nightly Monday through Friday 
and is off the air for the summer. 


JONATHAN WINTERS 
SERIES FOR TUMS 


Jonathan Winters, who has been 
jumping from one NBC-TV guest 
stint to another for quite some- 
time, is getting his own network 
show. The comedian is taking over 
as emcee of an NBC Tuesday quar- 
ter-hour en Oct. 9, with Tums 
picking up half of the bill. 


Word is he’ll be moving into 





_Dinah Shore’s old 7:30-7:45 p.m. 
/ slot. The program will be a once- 
_weekly variety offering. Tums is 
‘taking alternate weeks. Other half 


i 


of the show has not been sold. 


—_ 


Budweiser Will 
Pour Bulk of TY 
Coin Into Radio 


A major bankroller is taking its 
allegiance away from tv and xiving 
it to radio. Budweiser is going to 
spend $1,000,000 in spot radio dur- 
ing the last quarter of 1956 and 
only $250,000 in spot tv, and tor 
the time it appears as thou) that 
j;tv spot coin is going to be the 
| brewery’s only viteo expenditure. 
| Budweiser ehange of heart con- 
| stitutes a big rap for the sight- 
|} and-sound medium. Video coin for 
, the last four months is understood 

to be going into a limited %3-mar- 
| ket spot buy. Radio cities will be 
|far more. 

| Budweiser sponsored “Damon 
; Runyon Theatre” on CBS-TV last 
| season at a cost for time and tal- 
‘ent in exeess of $2,000,000, but so 
far it hasn’t bought a 1956-57 net- 
work teleshow. 

| Busch’s Bavarian beer, a _ re- 
gional brand controlled by the 
Same company that owns Bud, Ann- 
heiser-Busch, is spending heavily 
|in spot tv at present. 

Another blow to tv is the re- 
trenchment of Monsanto Chemical, 
Though it has always been con- 
sidered a hard account to sell on 
the merits of video, it did own a 
quarter of ABC-TV’s “Warner 
| Brothers Presents” last season. 
|Next fall, however, Monsanto is 
|reportedly spending all its ad 
| dough in newspapers, with nothing 
|for video. 


“Super Circus’ To 
Berth In Miami 


“Super Cireus” will definitely re- 
iturn to ABC-TV in the fall, and it 
| will come regularly from Miami in- 
stead of N.Y. American Character? 
Doll is reported to be the hour-long 
Sabbath juve program’s first fall 
underwriter. 

Show, returning this fall to its 
5 to 6 p.m. hole, belonged to Roto 
Broil, Chucky ehocolates and Hartz 
Mountain Products a good part of 
last season. Reason for carrying 
the show fo Miami is to get hold 
of the reportedly large circus pop- 
ulation down there and to facilitate 
more outdeor preduction numbers. 
Except for a few shows last spring 
\from Miami, “SC” emanated from 
| ABC-TV’s N.Y. studios. 


Sterling Buys ‘Romance’ 


“Modern Romances,” the NBC- 
TV 4:45 to 5 p.m. eross-the-board 
seapopera, has picked up Sterling 
Drug as @ sponsor, Underwriter 
starts on Friday (3). It has inked 
for a full 15-minutes on Wednes- 
days and Fridays. 

Monday, Tuesday and ThursdaJ 
‘are still open to takers on “MR.” 


‘The purehase, through Dance! 
| Fitzgerald-Sample, constitutes the 
|drug company’s first association 
‘with daytime network televisio". 
‘It has. “The Vise” Friday nights 
lon ABC-TV. 
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TV Networks’ Global Aspirations 


The tv networks are looking forward to the day when linking of 
countries will become a coaxial reality and they will have owned- 


and-opeiated possessions outside 


the U. S._ It’s understood that 


preliminary discussions have already taken place in anticipation of 


the day when the major networks 


will have an ownership stake on 


both ends of the international co-ax cable. 
Thus far, of course, the networks’ o&o0 domain, either in radio 


or tv, has been restricted to this 
RKO Teleradio chieftain Tom O’ 
of a Windsor, Ont., tv station whi 


celebre within the Canadian Parliament.) 


country (although only recently 
Neil acquired partial ownership 
ch subsequently became a cause 
As far as is known 


there are no FCC tabus on out-of-country ownership aspirations 


on the part of networks. 


It’s simply a case of whether the other 


countries would countenance the move-in of U. S. television inter- 


ests. 








3 Out of Every 4 U.S. Households 
Have TV; 1,694,000 2-Set Homes 


Advertising Research Foundation + 
counted 37,277,000 television re- 
ceivers in U. S. households during 
Feb.-March, 1956. There were 35,- 
495,000 homes with tv, 1,694,000 of 
them having more than one set. 

Total meant that three out of 
every four households, according to 
ARF, had tv, as compared to two 
out of three in June 1955. Over 
73% of all 48,785,000 U. S. homes 
had tv in the Feb.-March tally. 
This is an increase of over 3,000,000 
tv homes in less than a year. 

In the recently released ARF 
count, 4.8% of all tv homes had 
two or more sets, against 3.5% for 
June 1955. That same June there 
were only 33,000,000 sets in use, 
over 4,000,000 less than Feb.- 
March 1956. 

This year there was a continued 
higher penetration of tv house- 
holds inside “standard metropoli- 
tan areas” than outside. In urban 
locals, about 82% of all homes had 
one or more tv sets, whereas the 
proportion in the stix was about 
59%. However, the increase in 
video’s penetration since June, 
1955, was greater outside the big 
cities than inside. Outland pene- 
tration increased roughly 9%, but 
met districts went up just 3%. 

Following is a three-way break- 
down. In 1956, urban households, 
having about a 78% proportion of | 
tv sets, continued with the highest | 
penetration as opposed to rural, | 
nonfarm homes with 68% and/| 
rural farm homes with 53%. _ In- 
crease in tv penetration since a_/| 
year ago June was in reverse order, | 
nevertheless, as rural oueaees | 
areas increased 10%, urban 7% | 
and farm homes 4%. | 

Larger households, ARF found, | 
are “more likely to have tv sets| 
than smaller ones.” Proportion with | 
sets rose with the size of the| 
family from about 40% for one- 
person households to about 85% | 
and 83%, respectively, for four- | 
person and five-person homes. It 
dropped to 75% for six or more| 
people per family. 

Geographically, the northeast has | 
82% penetration; the north cen-| 
tral U. S. had 79%, whereas the 
west had 66% and the south 62%. | 
As it worked out the northeast and 
north central parts of the country 
had more penetration in tv than 
the nation as a whole. 


Winchell To Tour 


‘Tredex Cities’ 


Walter Winchell, who has a half- 
hour Friday night vaudeo show up- 
coming on NBC-TV this fall, will 
play the “Trendex City Circuit” 
prior to the program’s bow. It's 
another in the continuing cycle 
of in-person visitations set by the 
tv network's exploitation chief, Al 
Rylander, to stimulate interest on 
a local level in shows and person- 
alities on the network roster. 

_Actually Winchell will visit 17 
cities in all for interviews, coop- 
erating on NBC affiliation station 
promotion, etc, and in each instane 
he'll tie in with the local Damon 
Runyon Fund via his own personal 
contributions, Tour will wind up 
in Hollywood where WW, imme- 
diately prior to his premiere, will 
guest on a: flock of major network 
showcases. 




















Davis’ All-Sepia Spec 

Sammy Davis Jr. has made a 
proposal to NBC-TV that it 
stage a 90-minute spec with all- 
Negro talent. Davis would star 
in the presentation. However, 
he is asking that it be done not 
as a one-shot but as an annual 
event. 

Behind the Davis spec pitch 
is a bid for the advancement 
of Negro talent intv. The net- 
work is taking it under advise- 
ment. 


Standard Brands 
Buys $1,500,000 
CBS-AM Soap 








The $1,500,000 purchase of CBS 


Radio daytime soaps several weeks 
ago by Colgate is having a snow- 
ball effect on the network’s day- 
time biz. Standard Brands, which 


NBC-TV'S $30,000, 


PECORD-BREAKING 
PROGRAM SHUFFLE 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


In perhaps the biggest single 
shift of programs and advertisers 
in tv annals, representing in the 
aggregate $30,000,000 in billings, 
NBC-TV this week finalized its re- 
vamped schedule for the new sea- 
son. The new plan, which drastical- 
ly alters the network roster four 
nights of the week, brings to full- 
blown maturity the web’s concept 
of programming on a three-weeks- 
out-of-four basis, which now en- 
compasses five nights of the week, 
with likelihood that the other two 
nights, Wednesday and Thursday, 


will also be incorporated into the 
three-out-of-four scheme on a reg- 
ular basis. 


The new lineup, the result of 
four weeks of shuttling between 
N. Y. and a variety of cities where 
clients are headquartered on the 
part of the Sarnoff-Weaver-McAv- 
ity high command, highlights the 
following program maneuvers: 

“People Are Funny” vacates its 
Tuesday night 10:30 unsponsored 
berth and shifts to Saturday night 
at 7:30, presently occupied by “Big 
Surprise” Toni has been persuaded 
to switch from the Perry Como 
sponsorship to take on “Funny.” In 
place of Toni, RCA will move in‘o 
the Como picture. (RCA was com- 
mitted to the projected Friday 
night spec series, but these are 
being abandoned in place of major 
one-hour one-a-month entries. ) 

“Big Surprise’ moves to Tues- 








|Purex-Speidel sponsorship. In‘o 


| Tuesday at 8:30 goes the new Jack | 


| Webb entry, “Noah’s Ark,” to be 
| sponsored by Liggett & Myers. (A 
| brand-new show goes into Tuesday 
| night 10:30 and NBC claims it has 
|a client which it’s keeping under 
| wraps for the present.) 

| Chevrolet, which was committed 


'to 20 Tuesday 8 to 9 shows for the 


day night at 8 under its present | 


000 JUGGLE 





,™ 
od 


NBC Radio s ‘Coming Events’ May 


Include New 


Berle’s Half-Hr. Series 


Milton Berle and Sheldon 
Reynolds are huddling on a 
new comedy adventure series 
for tv. It will be a half-hour 
format, some to be lensed in 
color, and will be made on lo- 
cation in various parts of the 
globe. Series has been in dis- 
cussion stage for some time 
with finalization reported im- 
minent. 

Series will be written, di- 
rected and produced by Rey- 
ncids, who handled the same 
chores for his “Foreign In- 
trigue” and “Sherlock Holmes” 
tv series. 

Program will bring about a 
reunion of Berle and Rey- 
nolds. Latter started as a 
comedy writer years ago on 
the Berle staff. 


Mary Martin Set 
By Hallmark For 


Born Yesterday 


Mary Martin has been signed by 
Hallmark Cards to appear in 
i\“Born Yesterday.” It will be the 
|Oct. 28 Sunday kickoff show in 
‘the “Hall of Fame” series of six 
stanzas on NBC-TV next season. 
Garson Kanin will adapt his Broad- 
way play and film for television 
|It will be his production, including 
|the direction, although George 
| Schaefer is overall producer of the 
| series and Mildred Freed Alberg 
| the exec producer. Paul Douglas is 
| being dickered to re-create his 
|legit and Hollywood role (both 
|done originally with Judy Holli- 














has been out of web radio since | new season (10 Dinah Shore and | day). 


1944, has matched the Colgate buy |10 Bob Hope entries) will divide| Of the six 


“Fame” packages, 


in terms of time and coin. With|them up between Friday 9 to 10) three will be at 7:30 to 9 p.m. (in- 


the new account, CBS has written 
$10,000,000 gross since Jan. 
Boiled down to net revenue 


time and talent, it’s somewhere 
about $7,000,000, less -agency com- 
mission. 

Standard Brands, in a time when 
a $1,500,000 gross is bigtime in ra- 
dio, inked for 10 seven-and-a-half 


| minute segs weekly in three CBS 
soap opera strips, with deal com-| 
followed by | 


mencing Monday (6), 
the start of Colgate in early Sep- 
tember. 
full $1,500,000 if the contract runs 
for a year. As it is SB has taken 
13-weeks firm. 

New 
and-a-half hour weekday sked to 
65% of SRO, but CBS claims that 
it has at least one other radidé bank- 
roller contemplating a large buy 
that will jack the time-filled status 
considerably if 
Even at 65%, it’s been at least two 
years since CBS Radio has been in 
this healthy condition. 

SB, via Ted Bates, will sponsor 
parts of “Backstage Wife,” “The 
Second Mrs. Burton” and “Qur Gal 
Sunday,” 
lective seven-and-a-half 
units still unsold, 

Other recent daytime sales at 
CBS Radio include the buyup of 


the Pat Buttram afternoon quar- | 


ter-hour strip by Wrigley. As for 
Arthur Godrey, who does a daily 
hour-and-a-half stint, he’s 95% 
sold for September. 


Boyer’s CBS-TV Pact 


Hollywood, July 33. 

Deal is being finalized under 
which CBS-TV would sign Charles 
Boyer to an exclusive pact. It’s 
likely his first appearance will be 
on the Ed Sullivan show in Oc- 
tober. 

“Playhouse 90” script is being 
written for him and there are also 
plans to star him in a “Ford Star 
Jubilee” spec. 





Network will only get the | 


biz brings the web’s five- | 


it goes, through. | 


which have 10 of 30 col-| 
minute | 


/and Sunday 9 to 10 (with 10 shows 
|going into each night). To effect 


| Goodyear, who will now do 40 
shows a season instead of 52. The 
| Dinah-Hope combo plus two Hall- 
| mark presentations will account for 
|the other 12. (In addition, Hall- 
{mark will be represented in the 
17:30 to 9 Sunday night spec 
|roster with four 90-minute attrac- 
tions plus one Wednesday night 
spec which will preempt “Kraft 
Television Theatre.” 

| Ray Bolger, who was also sched- 
uled to occupy the Tuesday 8 to 
9 segments (NBC has a 16-show 
contract which it has been unable 
ito sell), will do some of them on 
|a one-week-out-of-four basis in the 


|Tuesday period, with likelihood 
that Bolger will also fit into a one- 
out-of-four Wednesday _ slotting, 


probably in the Kraft 9 to 10 time. 


contract, as has been rumored. 

Thus the _ three-out-of-four, five- 
night spread entails Friday (Dinah: 
Hope); Saturday (Oldsmobile 
specs); Sunday (the 7:30 to 9 specs 
jand -the Dinah-Hope-Alcoa-Good- 
|} year rotaters); Monday (‘“‘Produ- 
cers’ Showcase’’) and Tuesday (Bol- 
| ger rotaters). 








Anything Goes 

There's one interesting facet 
that’s been overlooked in the 
deal negotiated by NBC-Cali- 
fornia International (ex-Kag- 
ran Prod.) whereby the NBC 
subsid operation will have a 
50% financing stake in the 
new Ethel Merman musical 
legiter. 

New general manager of 
Cal. Int. is Bob Levitt—other- 
wise the father of Miss Mer- 
man’s child by a previous 
marriage. (She’s now married 
to Bob Six of Continental 
Airlines.) 





This, however, is predicted on pos- | 
| sible decision of NBC to go ahead | 
with Bolger and not buy out his | 


|cluding “Born Yesterday’), two 


from 9 to 10:30 and an April show 


1. the Chevy switch, NBC negotiated | on a Wednesday, preempting “Kraft 
for |a cutback on the part of Alcoa and | Ty Theatre.” 


Rowan & Martin Buildup 
Vice Martin & Lewis; 


NBC Guest Slots Set 


Hollywood, July 31. 

Comedy team of Dan Rowan 
and Dick Martin, which has been 
|rising steadily on the nitery cir- 
cuit for the last two years, ap- 
| parently is all set to step into at 
| least two spots vacated by the 
| split-up of Dean Martin and Jerry 
| Lewis. 

NBC has signed Rowan and 
| Martin for a series of eight guest- 
| spots next season as to a buildup 
for their own show. Simujtan- 
eously, a deal is in the works at 
Paramount for the team to sign a 
term contract, probably beginning 
with the film “Sad Sack.” 

Rowan & Martin open at the 
Cocoanut Grove here Sept. 5 with 
Nat “King” Cole and then 
the Chez Paree, Chic2go, 
with Patti Page and from there to 
the Copacabana, New 
11, again with Cole. They first 
| worked with Cole on the latter’s 
| Australian tour in January 1955. 


KOHLER BUYS MBS 
POLITICO COVERAGE 


Mutual’s coverage of the Demo- 
cratic and Republican national 
conventions will be sponsored by 
Kohler Co., of Kohler, Wisc., man- 
ufacturers Of household and _ in- 
dustrial plumbing fixtures and 
other products. 

The deal, via Roche, Williams 
and Cleary, of Chicago, also calls 
for Kohler sponsorship of MBS 
election returns broadcasts. 














go to} 
Oct. 11) 


York, Nov. | 


Management Team 


+ NBC Radio’s dumping of “Week- 


end” and inauguration cf its cross- 
the-board “Bandstand” format, 
which preemed this week, is ap- 
parently only the beginning of a 
general overhauling of the opera- 
tion which, from all accounts, will 
not only involve programming but 
management as well. 

It’s understood that a new man- 
agement team will go in shortly 
to replace the present one, with 
the recommendations stemming 
from the Booz, Allen & Hamilton 
survey to be a key factor in the 
ultimate decision. One key net- 
work affiliate operator admitted 
getting assurance that within three 
months NBC Radio would be 
helmed by a new chieftain. 

Present operational head _ is 
Charles Ayres, who was brought 
over from ABC last year. Whether 
the ‘new order’ would result in 
his exiting or a change in adminis- 
trative status isn’t known. 

It's generally been recognized 
that, over and above the displace- 
ment of “Weekend,” something 
drastic would have to be accom- 
plished to put NBC Radio back on 
a healthy footing. (Last year’s 
$2,000,000 in losses will be consid- 
erably higher this year, it’s report- 
ed.) Particularly in view of the 
Westinghouse four-station defec- 
tion, which affects such vital mar- 


MBS-to-NBC 

Interesting to note is that 
NBC Radio, in mending its 
affiliation fences as result of 
the four-station Westinghouse 
defection, has latched ‘o on to 
Mutual outlets in two of the 
cities. 

New NBC affiliate in Cleve- 
land will be WHK, which has 
been historically Mutual from 
way back and has long occu- 
pied an MBS directorate seat. 
Station is owned by the Cleve- 
land Plain Dealer & News. 

Similarly in Fort Wayne, 
NBC has latched on to KJG, 
another Mutual affiliate. What 
the network will do in Boston 
and Pittsburgh, where West- 
inghouse has also bowed out, 
is still to be resolved. 


—_— 





kets as Boston, Cleveland and 
Pittsburgh, it’s considered a fore- 
gone conclusion that Gen. David 
Sarnoff, having dedicated himself 
to a permanent stake in the radio 
network sweepstakes, will pull out 
all the stops if necessary to re- 
(Continued on page 40) 


TV a Year Round 
Job? Here's Proof 


The almost frantic ac’ivity on 
| writer assignments off the Ashley- 
| Steiner agenting beltline within 
ithe past couple of weeks suggests 
that tv, far from being a ‘“some- 
ltime thing,” is now on a 52-week 
merry-go-round, wih July-August 
activity paced to the same hectic 
status as fall and winter. 








Deals negotiated for clients span 
a wide range, including: Sale of 
Ann Pinchot’s original teleplay, 
“Man In Exile,” to “Studio One 
Summer Theatre”; sales to same 
show of “‘A Song Wi'h Orange In 
It,’ by S. Lee Pogostin, with an 
adaptation of “Boy On His Con- 
science” also assigned to Pogostin. 
Also sold to the same CBS-TV 
drama stanza is Jay Glanzrock’s 
first teleplay, ‘Something Ven- 
tured.” 

Three plays have been sold to 
“Matinee Theatre’ on NBC-TV; 
Tony Spinner’s original teleplay, 
“The Ivy Curtain”; “The Old Pay- 
ola,” by Abby Mann and Jack 
Wilson, and “Horsepower,” by 
Mona Kent and Alfred Ryder. 

A CBS-TV “Playhouse 90” assign- 
ment goes to Bill Durkee, who is 
| (Continued on page 40) 
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Chi Auto Dealer Jim Moran Backs 
Faith in TV With Bundle of Coin 


Chicago, July 31. 
The notion that television can’t 
sell cars gets a fast rebuttal from 


Windy City auto dealer Jim 
Moran who last March switched 
from a Hudson to a Ford tran- 


chise and is now billed as the big- | 


gest Ford retailer in the country. 
And as such he also ranks vir- 
tually on top as the biggest single 


local spender on Chi tv with up- | 


wards of $700,000 earmarked for 
video this year. 

One of the pioneer users of tv 
dating back to °48 when be broke 
in as a sponsor of a wrestling show, 
Moran estimates he has spent over 
$4,000.000 in the medium the past 
eight vears. Until he took over 
the Ford dealership last 


he confined his ad money exclu- 


sively to video but currestly he’s | 


spending between 20 and 25% of 

his annual budget in newspapers 

as supplementary exposure. 
Moran was one o- the first to hit 


pay dirt via the feature film route. | 


His WGN-TV “Courtesy Theatre” 
has been a Sunday night at 10 fix- 
ture since ’49 and two weeks back 
he launched a new Thursday night 
feature on the same station. 
has used firstrun product solely 
since '52, his most recent purchase 
being the TNT package distribbed 
bv National Telefilms Assocs. Bulk 
ef his firstrun supply is worked 
out with WGN-TV whereby he 
takes over the initial showing of 
the various bundles bought by the 
station. 


Until last May, Moran both spon- | 


sored and emceed a 60-minute Fri- 
day night variety show on WBKB 
which was costing him over $5.000 
weekly for time and talent. The 
“Courtesy Hour” bowed in ’50 and 
down through the years ranked as 
one of the most expensive live of- 
ferings on the local secene. But 
the old cost-per-thousand squeeze 
eventually took hold and the auto 
merchant dumped the live show in 
favor of two back-to-back telepix. 

Although it’s too early to draw 
any conclusion, Moran and_ the 
Malcolm-Howard ad agency are 
closely watehing the comparative 
ratings of the Fridav night WBKB 
vidpix—MCA-TV's “Federal Men” 
and Ziv’s’“Mr. District Attorney” 


—and the more costly feature films ! 


WGN-TV. 

Moran has always 
own shows to the extent he’s 
well-known on the Chi 
the fulltime toilers in the loeal 
tele vineyard. And he isn’t likely 
to pinkslip himself as his own com- 
mercial gabber. After all, he says 
he has sold 3,000 Fords since he 
took over the dealership five 
months ago. 


on 
his 


as 


fronted 


Philo Coin Again 
Rides on Pageant 


Phileo will be sponsoring 
TV's coverage of the Miss America 
pageant in Atlantic Ci y for the 
third consecutive vear. Details have 
not been set, but Fred Heider will 
produce the one-shot on Sept. 8 
from 10:30 to midnight. 

Hutchins Ageney, which pacted 
the show, has also hired the Phileo 
pitchman stat¥ for the radio-tv cov- 
erage of the two political conven 
tions on the same network. On 
radio, Bob Elliott and Ray Gould- 
ing will do the manufacturer's bid 
ding 


ABC 


and for tv Frank and Grace 
Albertson, 17-year-old Ray Richards 
and 15-vear-old Doris Van Treek 
will s'and in 


KMOX SERIES TO BE 
TAPED IN RED CHINA 


St. Louis, July 31. 

An exclusive news-making series 
will be launched in September by 
KMOX, the local CBS outlet with 
Dr. Thomas Dooley. a native and 
author of “Deliver Us From Evil’ 
making tape recordings that will 
be flown to St. Louis. He will head 
a four-man, independent medical- 
diplomatic mission sponsored by 
the International Rescue Commis- 
sion into remote Red China vil- 
lages, 

The voices of the inhabitants. 


+ 


spring. | 


He | 


screens as | 





Dodson Helms WKY 


Oklahoma City, July 31. 

Appointment of Eugene B. Dod- 
son as acting manager of WKY 
and WKY-TV was announced by 
P.A. Sugg, exec v.p. of WKY 
| Raciophone Co, 

Sugg last week assumed man- 
agement of WTVT television sta- 
tion in Tampa, Fla., but will con- 


/ 


Multiple Sclerosis 
Telethon Nets 1156 


Los Angeles, July 31. 
The 10-hour multiple sclerosis 


telethon on KNXT Sunday (29) 
garnered $115,734 in cash and 


/ pledges, topping the $100,000 goal 
| Set. 


Jack Webb and Ben Alexander 


‘emceed, and among those appear- 


ing were Milton Berle, Eddie Can- 


_tor, Gregory Peck, George Gobel, 


{tinue general supervision of WKY | 


and WKY-TV in Oklahoma City | 


as well as the company’s other 
| properties, which includes WSFA 
and WSFA-TV, Montgomery, Ala. 





{ 


Lanvin Coin For 
0&0 Spread On 


Citizens Union 


| WRCA-TV’s 
i “Citizens 


| 


| 
Sunday 
Union Searchligh 


‘seen 


sustainer , 
has 


been sold to Lanvin perfumery on | 


,; NBC-TY’s six o&o stations on the 
two Sundays prior to the Chien; 
‘and Frisco conventions. It is the 
ifirst time that the three-year-old 


/350, contending that he shouldn't 
‘be penalized because the contest- 
/ant, Jean Antoine Roady, assertedly 


}local pubserver has had a sponsor | 


land i‘ is believed the first time 
that a sponsor has bought a live 
program on more than one of the 


|}o&o’s at a time. 


“Citizens Union” has always been 


| 


i was 


a local N. Y. show on WRCA, but | 
,on Aug. 12 the live half-hour moves ; 


‘to Chicago for the Democratic 
| Convention and on Aug. 19 it will 
;be in Frisco. Instead of s icking 
j to personalities of local note during 
j the two-week stint, it is out to line 
jup national figures to sit in oppo- 


{site the regular “CU” panel. Be- 
cause Ci izens Union is a _ local 
l¢iviec organization, WRCA, which |! 


will produce, is temporarily chang- 


ying the name to “Convention 
'Searchlight.” Part CU plays in 
the show will be expained in the 


program proper. 
NBC o&0’s carrying the two-week 


stanza will be KRCA-TV, L. A.: 
| WNBQ, Shi: WBUF, Buffalo, and 
;} WRCV, Philly, and two more. 


Sianza, which features Ben Grauer 
as emcee, and Gabe Pressman and 
Milton Bergerman (CU chairman) 
as panclists, will also be repea‘ed 
}on the o&o radio stations. 

Bill Berns, WRCA-TV-and-radio 
special events director, will super- 
vise the stanza in both convention 
cities. Pressman, who is a re- 
porter for the N..Y. network keys, 
will also be doing tapes for WRCA 


radio shows, “Pulse” in the ayvem 
and Tex & Jinx late nighter. Ma- 
terial will also be integrated into 


WRCA-TV news shows. 





Glucksman Coast-Bound 
After ‘A.C. Holiday’ Spec 
Keyed to Miss Universe 


Ernest D. Glucksman, who has 
been in New York since producing 
the Martin & Lewis telethon for 
muscular dystrophy three wecks 
ago, returns to his Hollywood base 


with NBC after he produces and 
stages “Atlantic City Holiday,” the 
Aug. 12 spectacular. It is keved 
to the new Miss Universe (Carol 
Morris)—incidentally the first Yank 
beaut to cop the Long Beach 
,» Calit., prize—getting the kevs to 
the city in Atlantic City. 

It will originate from the Colo- 
nial Theatre, N. Y. NBC-TV color- 
playhouse. Via a remote pickup 


from the Steel Pier, A. C., the Div- 
ing Horse will be telecast for the 
first time, along with the Comedy 
Clowns and the high-wire Dresch- 
}ier Family working over the Atlan- 
| tic Ocean terminus of the A. C. 
| Jandmark, the Steel Pier. 
| Jack Carter will emcee the show 
‘comprising Polly Bergen, Bill 
| Haley's Comets, Pat Boone, Jayne 
Mansfield, Jonathan Winters, Rockv 
waziano and Harry Sosnik’s 
chestra, with maestro Sosnik also 
| doing the arranging, 


| will understand my position. Roady 


Or- | 
|over Channel! 17. 


Tony Char- | 
‘moli staging the dances; sketches | will cost more than $1,000,000 with 


| NBC service will be carried by the |} 


Bob Hope, George Burns, Roy 
Rogers, Gale Storm, Hugh O’Brien, 
30b Crosby and Peggy Lee. 


Fedderson Stays With 
Contestant Despite 


Embezzlement Rap 


Hollywood, July 31. 
A competitor on CBS-TV's “Do 





You ‘Trust Your Wife” will be 
on Aug. 
show, despite that the FBI report- 
edly bad a confession that he em- 
bezzled $8,000 from Bank 
America. Don Fedderson, 
producer of the show, said he in- | 
tends to show the program as}; 
filmed rather than take $35,000 loss 
as entive installment would have to 
be scrapped due to the show’s for- 
mat which requires unbroken con- 
tinui y. 

Fedderson said he plans to go 
ahead with the show as filmed at 
NBC before a live audience of 


of | 


stole $8,000 from’ in ernational 
branch of Bank of America, the lat- 
ter which is depository for the 
show's funds. Paired with Roady 
his wife, the former Jackie 
Beer, onetime runnerup as Miss 
Universe. 

Both “Trust Your Wife” spon- 
sors. Frigidaire and L & M ciga- 
rets, go along with Fedderson that 
the dispu’ed show should be tele- 


cast. CBS, so far, is non-commit- 
tal. 
“The show was done in good 





foith and like all contestants, Roady 
was thoroughly investigated,” said | 
Fedderson. “I think the viewers 


had only three or four lines and I | 
don’. think we should scrap the 
whole program, which would have |} 
to be done, just because the con- 
testant, who refused to trust his | 
wife on the big question, violated 
his trust with the Bank of 
ica. 

Program wi'h the Roadys was 
filmed last June 1 and was seven 
weeks ahead to permit Edgar Ber- | 
gen, show’s emcee with his dum- 
mies, to take an eight-week vaca- | 
tion in Europe. 


Amer- | 


LUCKIES EYES SPOT 
MARKET FOR 1ST TIME 


Lucky Strike is eyeing the tv na- 
tional spot market for the first | 
time in its history. The American | 
Tobacco brand is running a test | 
spot campaign in half a dozen mar- } 
kets | 

Luckies have been repped on tv | 
only through the networks. If the} 
spot campaign becomes an exten- 
sive part of the cig video expendi- 
ture, it will compliment NBC-TV’s 
“Lucky Strike Hit Parade” on al-| 
ternate Saturdays and the CBS-TV 
Sunday 7:30 spot, in which Jack | 
senny and “Private Secretary” al- | 
ternate. 

In addition to this 
large. potential, tv spot 
got a big boost from 
largest processor of cotton and 
cotton oil products. Anderson, | 
Clayton & Co. (Dallas) is earmark- ! 
ing 65°o of the annual advertising 
budget to tv. First product to get! 
the tele treatment is the company’s | 
Mis. Tucker's brand shortenings, 
which will be repped in a South- 
west-Midwest tv sked covering 32 
markets. 


WBUF-TV Goes All-NBC 


Buffalo, July 31. 
WBUF-TV will become NBC’s ex- 
clusive local outlet next month, 
following its removal to its new 
studio building. By August 15 full 


new and 
this week | 
the world’s 





s ation which now telecasts a sub- 
stantial number of NBC programs 


Station’s new television center 





the customs of life, ete. will be | by Goorge Foster and Mort Green: ; peak output being stepped up from 


recorded and all of which 


is | Frank Bunetta staging the Colonial | 148,000 to 1,000,000 watts. 


New 


7 telecast of the} 
-_Laments Conspicuous Absence of Negro Talent On 


owner- 


| Club” 


| coming 


{x 2-inch 


i It too 


|shots are named 
because it 


Can ‘Lone Ranger Keep It Clean? 


General Mills demanded and ostensibly got an upgrading of the 
“Lone Ranger” telefilms in order to capture a greater share of the 


adult viewership. 


Alternate sponsor of the show on both CBS-TV 


and ABC-TV wants the half-hour juve veteran to go after those 
high “Gunsmoke”’-“‘Wyatt Earp” ratings. 

But the question now arises as to how serious Gen. Mills was 
in making the demand of Jack Wrather’s Lone Ranger Inc. pro- 


ductions. 


The man astride the white horse is going to keep his 


clean boots and his mask, trom all reports. A source close to the 
picture says it’s hard to get too adult in performance or story line 
if the hero doesn’t shoot to kill or can’t get dirty once in awhile. 
“Can you picture the L.R. in dirty chaps and a busted sombrero 
and without a mask?” he asked. 

There has been upgrading insofar as production costs go, it’s 
understood, with Wrather, who controls the show completely in 
the final analysis, pouring move coin into location shooting and 


the like. 


“What will the kids think?” 


Incidentally, ABC is still negotiating for an alternate 
GM bankroller Thursdays at 7:30. 
noontime exposure on Saturday 


Nestle has half of the CBS 








‘Bewildered Viewer’ Has a Gripe 


Major Network Programming 


+ 





Chemistrand TY Coin 


“High Finance,” the recently in- 
stalled Saturday nighter on CBS- 
TV, will get another 
for four entries on a once-a-month 
basis beginning in September. 


bankroller | 


New York. 
Ediior, VARIETY: 

I am exceedingly perplexed and I 
,can get no Satisfactory answer to 
my question from any other source, 
iso I am writing to you. I am no- 
| body, just a housewife, but I watch 


Mennen Co., regular sponsor of | a great deal of television and my 
| brother-in-law is in the tv advertis- 
| tising agency business, so I feel 
| pretty qualified t» raise a hue and 


the Dennis James-emceed quizzer, 
has given the nod to the Chemis- 
trand Corp. ‘Acrilan Blankets) to 
take over the plugs on Sept. 22, 
Oct. 20. Nov. 17 and Dec. 8. 





Takes a Cake Mix 


Study to Solve TV 
Sponsor Problem 


ACB-TYV is taking giant steps in 
an effort to bring “Mickey Mouse 
from 11 segs sold a week 
ago to 20 a week ‘which is SRO 
for the daily hour-long stanza). The 
network paid well into the five 
figures for an intensive study, the 
end results of which are not vet 


| fully analyzed, to demonstrate the 


effectiveness of juve video in push- 


ing the sale of adult consumer 
items. 

It's the adult bankrollers ‘AC is 
looking to for the remaining 
“MMC” sales. 

Advertest, using 150 interview- 


| ers, covered over 3,000 families in 
| Six 


major multi-station markets: 
Boston, Philly, Detroit, K. C., Dal- 
las-Ft. Worth and Friseo. Thirteen 
(Continued on page 40) 


ABC-TY’s ‘Me, Too’ On 
Midget Camera Making 
Bow at Political Meets 


The “battle of the minicams,”’ 
the live camera miniatures devel- 
oped for network use at the up- 


political conventions, has 
taken on an added warlike turn. 
ABC-TV joins NBC's four-pound. 
212 x 3 x 814-inch camera and 
CBS’ one-and-a-half pound, 5 x 1*4 
vidicon with a_ four- 
pound portable tv camera mounted 
on a gunstock and aimed as one 
aims a shotgun. 


Phileco, which will sponsor fhe 
ABC convention coverage, devel- 
oped the third minicamera. It 
measures 3!% x 614 x 10!4 inches. 
uses a videcon tube (‘to tv 
cameras what transistors are to 
radios). Camera is sighted by 
means of a small viewfinder. 
Another ‘“‘warlike” twist ABC is 
giving its convention coverage re- 
sults from the two special lenses 
for standard tv cameras. The 
lenses, for improving distance 
“The Bazooka,” 
resembles the anti-tank 
gun of World War II, and “The Big 


Jake.” which is fatter and re- 
sembles a mortar. “Jake” is Mar- 
vin Jacobs, the ABC-TV chief 


lens engineer on the Coast, who 


(developed the new camera addi- 


tion. 


| 
} 
| 


cry about what I see—and don’t see 
—on the networks. Perhaps I de 


| not know all there is to know about 
| the inner working: of the industry, 


‘tors? 
‘there is 


| 


so maybe you could tell me if there 
is within that industry a conscious 
ban against the use of Negro ac- 
My brother-in-law says 
not, that the casting 
peop!e in his particular agency use 
Negro actors whenever and where 
ever they can. But the fact ree 
mains that I see very few on tv, and 
I often see none at all being intel- 
ligently used on shows in situations 
where they logically belong. ‘For 
instance, I recently saw a Robert 


Montgomery program about a 
school situation, starring Walter 
Siezak, and there were no Negro 


teachers and not one Negro stud- 
ent in thespicture. The school was 
supposed to be located in the north 
——at least no Southern accents were 
apparent—and it was a_ publie 
s:hool to boot! Why then, no Ne- 
gro people? I don’t ment to pick on 
the Montgomery show, but to make 
matters worse, the show the fol- 
lowing week also dealt with a 
school situation and the same thing 
was true then. For yeais I have 
watched “The Big Story,” which is 
a darned good program—pbut I have 
ye. to see the story of a Negro re- 
porter dramatized. Why not? I 
could go on and on, listing practi- 
cally every major dramatic show 
and cite instances of this ... what 
shall I eall it, prejudice or stupid- 
ity? 

It saddens and depresses and be- 

(Continued on page 35) 





RCA’s 8%, Hike On 
Six-Months Sales 


Radio Corp. of America broke 
another sales record during the 
first six months of the year. Com- 
pany sold $526,488,000 worth of 
products and services for the time, 
beating the previous record, made 
in the first half of 1955, by 8%. 

Corporate earnings atter federal 
taxes, was $20,037,000 for the six- 


month period. Earnings for the 
Jan.-June time in 1955 were $22.- 
061,000. After preferred = stock 


payments, common stock paid $1.32 


per share out of net profit. Fig- 
ure was $1.46 in ’55. 
| Sales of the second quarter of 


1/1956 amounted to $251,640,000, 
ja gain an 8° increase over the 
| same '55 period. But common share 
| earnings fell: They were 47 cents 
| per share in April-June this year 
jand 62 cents the year before. 

| Meantime, Allen B. DuMont 
Laboratories Ine. reported a six- 
!month, 1956, loss of $484,000 after 
'a tax carryback credit of $608.000. 


Lenses will be used for The 24-week measure. ending June 
shots of the convention floor that | 19, 


1955, disclosed losses of $1.- 


require sharp. definition in long- | 249,000. Sales for the latest halt- 


distance camerawork. 


“Bazooka” | year were $22,471,000, 


compared 


aimed to discount Red propaganda | Theatre portion and Gary Simpson | 740 foot tewer, highes’ in the city,; was a development of engineers | with $29,741,000 for the same pe- 


against Americana. 


idirecting the A. C. remote, 


is already under construction.: 


lat KGO-TV, Frisco. 


== 


riod in 55. 
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Dean Martin: 


‘Well Get By 


Dean Martin, in an unusually candid interview with Frank Gal- 


lop and Ben Grauer on 
that 
making now, but we will both g 
Martin: 
long time. 
more mature now, I am 
can’t do that.” 

People speak of their ‘‘feud,” 
tinued Martin. People also say, 
That would be crazy.” 
made 
to be happy in our hearts, too,” 
not going “to play it solo,” 
find. ... 


“Monitor” 
“together” he and Jerry Lewis 
don’t think separately we will make as much money 


The pair are not crazy: 
“many people happy as a team, 


Lewis would be 
You can’t find a better partner 
_ Sorry wants to do his kind of show, 


over NBC Sunday (29), said 


“reached the heights, and I 
as we are 
et along quite well.” Continued 


“This is something that Jerry and I talked about for a 

We are far, far away from being enemies... . 
10 years older, 
weeks out of the year in night clubs, 


Jerry is 
but he wants to do 50 
and that is not for me. I 
but it is correct to say so, con- 
“You are not going to break up, 
they know they 
but Jerry and I would like 
explained Martin. If Dean were 
“the best you can 
than he. ... However, 
and I want to do mine.” 








3 Equally Competitive TY Stations 
In 200 Markets Asked By ABC 


Washington, July 31. + 


The ABC network submitted a 
comprehensive proposal to the FCC 
last: week to revise its allocation 
proposal to provide for at least 
three equally competitive stations 
in nearly 200 markets of the na- 
tion. 

While lauding the agency's plan 
for interim deintermixture pend- 
ing an ultimate shift to UHF as “an 
important milestone in the history 
of tv allocations,” the netwerk 
urged the Commission to go further 
in providing for additional stations 
“since all-UHF must be considered 
a distant future goal.” 

‘She ABC plan provides for four 
equally competitive facilities in as 
many as possible of the first 100 
marke's and for three equally com- 
petitive facilities in as many as 
possible of the second 100 markets. 

The additional stations would be 
provided through further deinter- 


mixture and through slight changes 


in VHF channel mileage separation 
requirements. The plan could be 
adopted, ABC told the Commission, 
“without undue dislocation and 
without significant degradation of 
existing engineering standards.” 
ABC proposals, there 
would be 67 cities with 
four stations. Another 74 
would have three stations. In one 
of the first 100 markets there would 
be two stations and in only one 
would there be one station. 

The plan calls for 52 all-UHF 
areas 
first 100 markets. 
the all-UHF 
Erie, Pa., 
the VHF 
ward Lamb 
Cleveland. 

The plan provides for 


Under the 


Included among 
markets would be 
where it is proposed that 


station be shifted to 


four sta- 


at least | 
markets | 


of which 23 would be in the | 


channel used by the Ed- | 





Welk’s Top 10 Status 

Lawrence Welk’s ABC-TV 
Saturday nighter, champing 
at the top 10 bit for several 
weeks, finally made it in the 





July ARB's. The bandstanza 
made seventh place with a 
31.7. Full top 10 rwndown 
is as follows: 

$64,000 Question (CBS). . .48.6 
Ed Sullivan (CBS) ......42.3 
$64,000 Challenge (CBS). .38.7 
What’s My Line? (CBS) ..35.1 
I've Got a Secret (CBS) . .32.9 
G-E Theatre (CBS) ...... 32.0 
Lawrence Welk (ABC) mS 
Best of Groucho (NBC) 31.3 
You Trust Wife? (CBS). .31.0 
Hite heock Prese nts (C BS) 30.7 





Travelers Gets 


Hartford, July 31. 

The FCC has granted the Travel- 
ers Broadcasting Service, 
of WTIC, a construction permit to 
| put up a VHF television station 
here. However the CP came with 
a big “if.” The “it” being, that 
after FCC action on pending de- 
intermixture proceedings, the 
channel (three) remains here, 

The FCC action confirmed an 
earlier finding by an FCC examiner 
tc ontinued on page 40) 


operators 
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Nt 
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change in 








NEW FE 


The FCC is mulling 


new multiple 


ownership rules which would per- 





| replace 


mit an indivicual or a network (or 
however the ownership corpora- 
tion breaks down?’ to own up to 
25° of total U.S. circulation. 
Proposed new set of rules would 
the five-plus-two formula 
which allows ownership of five 
VHF’s plus two UHF's, regardless 


| of total aggregate audience or cov- 


| erage. On the other hand, the pro- 
| posed FCC plan would wipe out 


‘the five-plus-two ceiling and per- 


| mit a single 





broadcaster to own 
/as many stations as he wishes, so 
long as he sta¢s within the “25%o 
of the total circulation” formula. 
There is one disturbing aspect 
of the contemplated set of rules 
| which to some is fraught with pol- 
itical dynamite aad “monoply 
thought” undertones. Under 


FCC proposal a single broadcaster | 


could, if the circumstances pre- 
sented themselves, grab within his 
own domain every important tv 
outlet within the borders of a sin- 
gle state giving him a voice and a 
power that could permit him to 
control the Congressional seat or 
seats of his state or even an unpre- 
cedented sectional influence. 

It’s understood that the major- 
ity of the FCC members are sold 
on the 25% formula as replace- 
ment for the current five-plus-two. 





L. B. Wilson’s Widow 


Hartford V Nod 


| the Lincoln 


| 50,000-watt Cincy 


| one-third of 


Agrees to $1,263,700 


Estate Settlement 


July 31 
Wilson's 
$1,263.700 
an 
the 


Cincinnati, 

Acceptance by L. B 
widow, Constance, of a 
settlement has averted 
tended court battle over 

will of the WCKY owner. 

Wilson, died Oct. 2¢ 


€X- 
last 


who 1954, 


Heft an estate valued at $4,226.7 32. 


included 
Downs, 


His interests 
Churchill 


holdings in 
Louisville, and 
Downs race track in 
He founded the 
station. 

Wilson agreed to a settle- 
in the court of Judge W. F. 
Blanton, Miami Beach, Fla., July 
24. She sought revocation of a 
1953 will in favor of one drawn in 
1948 which would have given her 
his estate in accord- 
(Continued on page 40) 


Rhode _ Island. 


Mrs. 
ment 


FARRELL 


Chicago, 


By DAVISSON 


July 31. 


The advance guard of what 


tions for Cleveland, Kansas City, 
S'. Louis, Charleston, W. Va., Hous- 
ton, Miami, New. Orleans, Provi- 
dente, Tampa, Richmond, Okla-| 
homa City, Tulsa, Des Moines, } 
Spokane, Wash., Nashville, Duluth, | 
\linn., Knoxville, Stockton, Calif., 
Wichita, Kan., Corpus Christi, Tex., 
Little Rock, Ark., Greensboro, N.C.., 


Brownsville, 
Altoona, Pa. 

Additional VHF assignments 
would be made to provide for three 
stations in Louisville, Rochester, 


Tex., and Johnstown- 


N.Y., Dayton, O., Norfolk, “Syra- | 
cuse, N.Y., Flint, Mich., Grand | 
Rapids, Mich., Davenport-Rock Is- 


land-Moline, Chattanooga, Bakers- 


(Continued on page 38) 


Wrather Dickers 
‘Lassie Purchase 


Hollywood, July 31. 
Jack Wrather is negotiating for 





the outright purchase of the “Las- 


sie” tv property from Rebert Max- | 
well Associates, with latter report- 
ed asking $4,000,000. 


Under. deal being discussed, pro- | 


ducer Maxwell and his associate, 
Ruby Abel, may stay with the se- 
ries if negotiations are finalized. 

Last year Wrather, who owns 
several tv stations and the Disney- 
land hotel, bought the 
Ranger” property for approximate- 
ly $3,000,000, 


promises to be the biggest concen- 
of radio and 
Manpower ever assembled for a 


tration 


television | 


| single event is converging on Chi- | 


cago for the Democratic convention 
which kicks off at the International 
Amphitheatre Aug. 13. ‘ 

Literally tons of electronic gear 
are being installed for the big 
| political show which figures to play 
ito 100,000,000 viewers. By the 
| time the Gpening gavel sounds on 
| Monday the 13th, upwards of 2,500 
| persons drawn from all the facets 
i of the combined industries will be 
| headquartered here. Included in 
| this army will be technicians and 
, engineers by the dozens, newscas- 
ters and pundits, directors and pro- 
| ducers, the now-traditional anchor | 
men, agency reps, network prexies | 
| and errand boys. 

And every manjack of them will 
be keeping his fingers crossed that 


|nating clambakes. 


_the 


to the tune of at least $5,000,000 
covering the quadrennial affairs, 
‘Equal Time’ Enigma 

What really gives the network 
moguls the shudders, the D. C. 
political sensitivities being what 
they are, is how they would solve 
“equal time” enigma if they 


5% MULTIPLE OWNERSHIP 





Price Not Right, ABC-TV May 


Scrap Sat. 


Circus 24.3—Allen 10.8 

Ed Sullivan's all-circus show 
on CBS-TV Sunday (29) out- 
Trendexed NBC's Steve Allen 
show by a better than 13-point 
margin. 

Sullivan’s roundup of tan- 
bark artists from the suddenly 
closed Ringling Bros.-Barnum 
& Bailey Circus, plus acts 
fromelsewhere, pul together a 
24.3, with Allen racking a 10.8. 
ABC-TV's “Famous Films Fes- 
tival” scored a 3. 6. 


Mutual May Shift 











News Setup to D.C. 


of | 
the | 


Washington, July 31. 
Transfer of ownership of local 
station WGMS to RKO Teleradio 
Pictures, Inc., parent company 
Mutual Broadcasting Slystem, be- 
comes effective this week, follow- 
ing greenlight from FCC. Along 


, with acquisition of an owned and 


operated station in the nation’s 


capital, Mutual is considering a 
move of its news operation from 
New York to Washington Web 
spokesmen admitted move is in 
the “talk stage,” stating affiliates 
are currently being sounded out on 
switch 


were forced to doublebill the nomi- , 


Television 
braintrusters have given some 
thought to setting up an emergen- 
cy arrangment to kine the opening 
of the GOP gathering for delayed 


beaming should the Demo’s still 
be in session the week of Aug. 23. 
The technical problems could be 


licked, but how toe square the beefs 
if the Democrats were getting the 
live exposure and the Republicans 
the kine treatment is another mat- 
ter. 

As of new, 


however, the feeling 


| seems to prevail at the Democratic 


| 


headquarters in the Conrad Hilten 


that they will have their presiden- | 


tial and vice presidential candi- 
dates picked in plenty of time for 
adjournment Friday night, Aug. 17. 


| the Demos will get their show off | In fact, the entire convention time- 


Frisco. 
bility that the two conventions | 
might be running simultaneously 
for a couple of sessions is a fright- | 


which under 


| 


| the road on schedule so as not to| table is geared for the Friday night 
overlap the Republican’s conclave | climax so the nominees can make 
which opens the following week in | their 
Even the remote possi- | 


acceptance speeches during 
the prime evening dialing hours. 
No Pranks on Planks 
The party's platform committee 
starts its work next Monday (6) to 


“Lone | ening prospect for the networks! avoid the ’52 experience when the 
the best of circum-| convention was 


virtually stalled 


stances figure to go into the red; while the platform planks were 


/ country 


WGMS prexy M. Robert Rogegs, 


who sold station to RKO for $400,- 
000, has a five-year contract, along 
with his wife, Teresa, to serve as 
consultants to new owners at $30,- 
000 per year. Management of sta- 
tion will be taken over by Robert 
F. Hurleigh, longtime Mutual rep 


in Washington. Hurleigh plans to 


continue as moderator for “Re- 
porters Roundup,” web's news 
panel radio-tv show. 

Yogers has announced that he 
plans to take ieave ot absence 
from his radio chores to head 
newly formed committee of show 
biz reps, and outstanding figures 
from field of arts and sciences, to 
work for reelection of President 
Eisenhower Committee, not yet 
formally named, has taken office 
space in Washington, and is pre- 


sumably recruiting top names from 
Broadway and Hollywood and from 
college c ampuse S. 


CHI PRIMPS FOR POLITICOS 


With that job 
decks should 
nominations to 
morning (15 
and seconding 


being tussled over. 
done in advance, the 
be cleared for the 
begin Wednesday 
The nominating 
speeches and the demonstrations 
are being cut down in length and 
the polling of the individual dele- 
gations will be done by clerks 
while the chairman continues with 
the state roll calls. 


Thus, with three full days for the 


speechmaking and the _ balloting 
and barring the emergence of a 
more serious threat to Adlai 
Stevenson’s bid for a re-run than is 
presently visible, the affair could 
well end on schedule. 

According to the latest count, 
the network troops will number 
1,125, with CBS, NBC, ABC each 
dispatching some 350 staffers for 
their joint radio-tv coverage. Mu- 


tual is checking in with another 75. 
Despite the allout treatment by 
webs, the convention has attracted 
a record-breaking number of radio- 
tv staffers from all parts of the 
who'll be covering their 
home state delegations. Over 1,300 
of these have been accredited. 

As in ’52, the networks’ setups 
will be located in the second floor 


of the Amphitheatre’s north wing. | 
The layouts will be basically simi- | 


lar to those used four years ago, 
although in each instance they en- 
compass considerably more floor 
space so all involved will have 


/more elbow room. 


¢ ABC 


of | 


Nite ‘Film Festival 


-TV will knock out its night- 
“Film Festival” 
unless it can bring in 
backlog of feature pix 
ABC is willing to pay, 
ABC's to 
shift “Festival” from present 
7:30 to 9 Sunday night tenacy to 
the same time segments on Satur- 
day evenings to compete with 
Jackie Gleason and Perry Como, 
but all this may go by the boards 
with ABC reverting to live stanza 
or stanzas for the 90-minute 
stretch, = 

ABC prexy Robert Kintner has 
) put an Aug. 8 deadline on obtain- 
‘ing the right pix deal for the Sat- 
urday slottings. But the network 
is stipulating that it will only pay 
$50,000 tor a seven-time screen- 
ing of a suitable weekly vehicle 
(twice at night and five times on 
“Arcternoon Film Festival.’’) Pie 
acquisitions would cover a_two- 
year span. If no major studio (and 
they've got to be U. S.-made films) 
‘is willing to embrace that pattern, 


time 90-minute 
showcase, 
a Suitable 
at the prices 
It has 


been intention 


its 


then ABC will call it quits and 
|go_ live. Program veepee Bob 
| Lewine has already been alerted 


|to that possibility and he’s mulling 
| possible entries for the 90-minute 
span, 

Thus far nobody's willing 
come in under ABC's terms. 
wants $75,000 per pic for 


to 
WB 
its back- 


‘log. RKO wants $50,000 but only 
for two showings. And ABC con- 
siders Metro’s demands as fantas- 


tic—$150,0Q90 per single-screening 
of its backlog. 
Decision would not affect. the 


daytime “Film Festival.” 


CBS-TY Gets 26 


Politico Capsules 








The Republicans and Demos have 
earmarked a total of 26 teleshows 
on CBS alone on which they will 
cu! in toward the finish with five- 


minute paid politicasts. 
live, of course 
the 

Sent. 


They’re all 
They'll run during 
Presidential campaign from 
18 to Nov. 2 

Included in the 26—14 for the 
Dems and 12 for the GOP—are 
full hour stanzas such as Arthur 
Godfrey (Wed.), U. S. Steel, “Stu- 
dio One,” “Climax,” Jackie Glea- 
son, and the new 90-minute series, 
“Playhouse 90.” Also picked off 
is another new show, Herb Shri- 
ner’s Tuesday half-hour. 

Of the 26 capsules, the parties 
are taking one each on 10 identical 
shows on various dates. These are 
“Name That Tune,” Godfrey 
(Wed.) plus his “Talent S: 
“364,000 Question,” Ll S. Steel, 
“Climax,” “I’ve Got a Secret,” 
“Studio One,” “Playhouse 90” and 
“Person to Person.” The six sin- 
gles are made up of “Stage Show,” 
“$64,000 Challenge,” Red Skelton, 
Ed Sullivan, for the Dems: and 
Jackie Gleason and Herb Shriner 
for the tepublicans. By the 
months, it’s three segments in Sep- 
tember, 20 in October and three 
in November. 


outs,” 


WPIX NOW SRO ON 
‘POPEYE’ WEEKDAYS 


With the signing of Miles Labo- 
ratories, WPIX, New York indie is 
SRO weekdays for “Popeye,” with 
the fall programmer garnering 20 
Monday through Friday participa- 
tions. 

Miles has bought participations 
in the Saturday “Popeye” segment 
as well as the Monday and Tues- 
day shows. Eight other sponsors 
will share the tab with Miles Mon- 
day through Friday. 

New York Daily News 
will program “Popeye” 


station 
Monday 


through Friday from 6 to 6:30 p.m., 
Beginning Sept. 10; Sundays from 
5 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.; 
13:30 p.m, 


Saturdays from 


to 6 p.m. 
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Live music, her kind of music. Coming from NBC BANDSTAND 
(weekdays 10 a.m. to 12 Noon, EDT) the new radio show featur- 
ing America’s favorite bands playing the memory-stirring music 


of yesterday and melodic hits of today. 


Every weekday morning Bert Parks emcees two full hours of 
live music by the nation’s favorite bands— Guy Lombardo, the 
Dorseys, Wayne King, Freddy Martin, Russ Morgan, and the 
other all-time greats. There’ll be name stars from the world of 
music and the theatre —in person. Audience participation fea- 
tures and contests with big money prizes. Johnny Mercer, Dick 


Haymes and other musical celebrities to act as “Mr. Music.” 


Here’s a new way to reach housewives in the morning. A program 


qc Radio 


with spontaneity and warmth, and the knack of easy selling. 
The cost: just $1,000 per one-minute participation, with 80- 


second and 6-second units also available. 


NBC BANDSTAND started July 30. Miles Laboratories, 
Warner-Hudnut, ReaLemon, Manhattan Soap and General 
Foods started with it. Like them, whatever you have to say to 


women, say it with music on NBC BANDSTAND. 


‘ 


Exciting things are happening on the 


Network 
a service of Re) 
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VARIETY - ARB City-By-City Syndicated and National Spot Film Chart 





VARIETY’S weekly chart of city-by-city ratings of syndicated and na- 
tional spot film covers 40 to 60 cities reported. by American Research Bur- 
ecu ona monthly basis. Cities will be rotated each week, with the 10 top- 
rated film shows listed in each case, and their competition shown opposite. 
All ratings are furnished by ARB, based on the latest reports. 


This VARIETY chart represents a gathering of all pertinent informa- 
tion about film in each market, which can be used by distributors, agencies, 
stations and clients as an aid in determining the effectiveness of a filmed 
show in the specific market. Attention should be paid to time—day and 





time factors, since sets-in-use and audience composition vary according to 
time slot, i.e., a Saturday afternoon children’s show, with a low rating, may 
have a large share and an audience composed largely of children, with cor- 
responding results for the sponsor aiming at the children’s market. Abbre- 
viations and symbols are as follows: (Adv), adventure; (Ch), children’s; 
(Co), comedy; (Dr), drama; (Doc), documentary; (Mus), musical; 
(Myst), mystery; (Q), quiz; (Sp), sports; (W), western; (Wom), 


‘women’s. Numbered symbols next to station call letters represent the sta- 


tion’s channel; all channels above 13 are UHF. Those ad agencies listed as 
distributors rep the national sponser for whom the film is aired. 











TOP 10 FROGRAMS DAY AND JUNE SHARE SETS IN | TOP COMPETING PROGRAM 
AND TYPE STATION DISTRIB. TIME RATING (%) USE PROGRAM STA. RATING 
. i. Be ls, - . KRON (4). KPIX (5), KGO (7); 

SAN FRANCISCO Approx. Set Count—-1,350,000 Stations— KOVR (13). al ) 
1. Search for Adventure (Adv) 4) See SS ee Thurs. 7:30-8:00 . OS oe 54.0 . 473 Lone Ranger eee eee 
2. Highway Patrol (Adv) . eee Sian ewees | A ee eae Tues. 6:30-7:00 ......6: | re eee. 32.4 | Western Marshal .......... ys er 7.1 
3. Badge 714 (Myst) .......... fo Pe eee re ES $440 G enews. Wed. 9:00-9:30 ........ 0 ee a, GOD 1 Bratt THOR .6o ci cc acess (3) 23.7 
4. Waterfront (Adv) ._......... Od ko ce Ga ees DE a bweieas aes Sat. 10:00-10:30 ........ Aer re 50.5 | George SE, gas sake (ee 27.6 
5. Crunch & Des (Adv) OU, Re cick i ihe pew kek Thurs. 7:00-7:30 ........ ae Ae are ee OD eee iy : Seer 12.5 
6. Celebrity Playhouse (Dr) .... KRON......... Screen Gems ..... Fri. 10:00-10:30 ........ erat eee 444 | eT eee: i 25.4 
7. Mr. District Attorney (Myst) KRON......... errr Pri, TO:sBO-15O0 okt ce . Sere 8 32.6 | Public pS re or 11.6 
8. Annie Oakley (W) ara SES asian eigen eas Pri. G00-O:20 «nsec: BE vcr ee 31.8 | Shell Newscast ............ 2 are 13.9 
x § errr rr ry Bee sivece 13.9 
®. Rosemary Common Cie). ...... TET... i cccee' s BCR: sis viascnces Sun. 9:30-10:00 ........ MS kas ana 6 ae O2.0 ' TV PERV onc ce hse 3 3). ere 19.2 
. 10. Superman (Adv) eer are Flamingo......... Wed. 6:30-7:00 ... er i Se eee 30.3|Name That Tune........ oe 10.6 





BALTIMORE Approx. Set Count—664,000 


Stations—WMAR (2), WBAL (11), WAAM (13) 











1. Annie Oakley (W) WBAL.... CRS eee Sat. 5:30-6:00 reer . 24.4;Gabby Hayes .. WAAM Orn § : 
2. Wild .Bill Hickok (W).. WRAL. iss. Flamingo...... PCs, FOrCee jkee een re 54.9... 27.5! Film Funnies 7 ee. : eee aie 
News—J. Daly .......... (7 ee 5.0 

3. Man Called X (Myst) 3 a ae Ziv ceeesess at. 10:30-11:00 SL ee 27.4 51.8) Ford Star Jubilee.......... WMAR ...... 27.4 
4. Studio 57 (Dr) WAAM.........MCA ... Tues. 10:30-11:00 ee i eh ra WMAR ......15.6 
5. Science Fict'on Thea. (Adv) Fre Ziv Sun. 10:30-11:00 ok | ae 50.9 | What’s My Line............ WMAR ...+--80.7 
6. Celebrity Playhouse (Dr) WBAL....... Screen Gems Tues. 10:30-11:00 4 ae >. 40:4 | Wrestling ......cccceescsces i Sa 15.6 
6. Turning Point (Dr) WMAR...... MCA Sat. 7:00-7:30 11.5 ee e5.5..... 25.3 | Cowboy G-Men ........... WAAME <sess Pe 
$8 Man Behind the Badge (Myst) WBAL....... MCA crepe Mon. 10:30-11:00 2 Ae |. ee 6:9 )BtuGio QMO ..6ciceccved cect WMAR ..... 25.1 
9. Confidential File (Dec) WMAR...... Guild Sun. 11:00-11:30 in oF ee ie ee 27.2 |News; Sports ............ WRAL .......368 
| Million Dollar Movie PRES 25 ices 30] 

10. Crunch & Des (Adv) WBAL 5 NBC Wed. 10:30-11:00 BOER koh oka ee 36.9|U. S. Steel Hour WMAR .......16.5 
OKLAHOMA CITY Apprex. Set Count—387,000 Stations—WKY (4), KWTV (9) 
1. I Led 3 Lives (Dr) KWTV Ziv Tues. 8:30-9:00 28.4 58.8 48.3; Man Called X TT) eee ee 19.9 
2. City Detective (Myst) KWTV even .%,' Thurs. 8:30-9:00 26.4... ee | fy Poe 59.0 | Lux Video Theatre... we. | eer 
3. 1 Spy (Myst) BWV. .c..)... ie Fri. 9:00-9:30 BE eee oes . 39.7 |Tom’s Thumbnail Theatre...WKY ........ 13.8 
4. Celebrity Playhouse (Dr) WKY noe Screen Gems Wed. 9:30-10:00 25 ree 3. ae 42.8 | Godfrey & Friends....... wae svesens 17.5 
5. Highway Patrol (Adv) KWTV...... Ziv Fri. 7:30-8:00 24.7 ore 51.9.. 47.6 |FPord Theatre .....ccecces WKY 22.9 
6. Mr. District Attorney (Myst). WKY et ZIV , Wed. 8:30-9:00 23.0 50.9 45.2| 20th Century Fox......... So 4 ai! ye 
7. Secret Journal (Dr) WKY Pip MCA Thurs. 7:00-7:30 20.3... 49.7 40.8 | Climax ays 8, | ee 20.5 
7. Crunch & Des (Adv) 2 See NBC ...... Thurs. 8:00-8:30 20.3 er TNE 8 ove oon 0 Lux Video Theatre........ WKY .. 31.7 
8. Science Fiction Thea. (Adv) WKY ‘ Ziv ae Fri. 9:30-10:00 19.9 . 46.3 43.0 |Qur Miss Brooks os 2 re 23.1 
%. Man Called X (Myst) WKY Ziv Tues. 8:30-9:00 199 41.2 48.31 Led 3 Lives KWTV 28.4 





COLUMBUS Approx. Set Count—350,000 


Stations—WLW-C (4), WTVN (6), WBNS (10) 











1. Highway Patrol (Adv) WBNS Ziv Tues. 9:30-10:00 39.8 Eee . 55.8|Science Fiction Theatre....WLW-C ..... 11.5 
2. Judge Roy Bean (W) WTVN Screen Craft Sun. 5:00-5:30 27.8 . 68.0 coves + 40.8 | Meet the Press... ..ccccce. Wiws> woos. BO 
3. Passport to Danger (Myst) WBNS ABC Sun. 8:30-9:00 26.2 GOB. ..cs cess eee memmatetr BOUr . wc. de ceoves WEVIN i vecvs 19.9 
4. Man Called X (Myst) WBNS Ziv Fri. 8:30-9:00 22.4 eee ae i ae ees ee WEAWES s valeds ro 
5. Public Defender (Dr) WBNS Interstate ; Mon. 10:15-10:45 21.9 oe i 37.7 | Caesar’s Hour .. WLW-C oo ae 
6. 1 Led 3 Lives (Dr) WLW-( Z1V Fri. 8:30-9:00 15.3 32.6 46.3 | Man Called X ...WBNS ose” 
7. Studio 57 (Dr) WLW-C MCA Mon. 9:30-10:00 14.7 32.8 . 44.8; Studio One ee ere | i Sr 
& Championship Bowling (Sp) WBNS Schwimme Sat. 11:30-12:00 13.5 489... 27.6 | 11 O'Clock Theatre.........WTVN ce eam 
©. Range Rider (W) WTVN CBS Fri. 6:00-6:30 12.9 49.3.. 26.2 | Stories of the Century WED iscvcsrdee 
10. Turning Point (Dr) WBNS MCA Fri. 10:15-10:45 12.4 30.8 40.4| Early Home Theatre WEVE .cvcws OS 
“? 
PORTLAND, MAINE Approx. Set Count—180,000 Stations— WC5H (6), WGAN (13); WMTW (8), 
; Poland Springs 
J. Highway Patrol (Adv) .WCSH (AV issuers RE TO ee! Sree ee ft Sree i fey eer err ery WORE 804.000 7.0 
2. Man Behind the Badge (Myst) WCSH 2]. 2) See, ae) | rae PR Sa oe ha bos rere se 39.6| Chance of a Lifetime....... 4c), er 6.8 
3. Long John Silver (Ady) WCSH CBS.............. Sun. 5:30-6:00 © ) eer eer 32.1|CBS Sunday News......... WGAN ....... 7.0 
4. Studio 57 (Dr) ...... WGAN ve MECA ook cea ccnie s SOS. BS0-20:09 ae Se 52.7 | Playwrights 56 ............ Wiks i scess 21.5 
5. Looney Tunes (Ch) .+3..WOCSH 0 ey ere Sat. 10:00-10:30 AM... 20.2. 0.05556 PO eos stax 20.2 | 
6. I Married Joan (Co) ......... WCSH . Interstate......... Sat. 10:30-11:00 A.M. TO: Kay ews Ss Sere 19.7 | 
7 Celebrity Playhouse (Dr) .WCSH... Screen Gems Thurs. 9:00-9:30 | RM ode cack’ a ee rT WGAR .iccc: 31.3 
8. Tales of Texas Rangers (W) WGAN .Screen Gems _. Thurs. 7:00-7:30 y * er aera ee 21.8 | ESE BNOW iiccowsesavaews WHEW e0eess 2.6 
F | Diamond Workshop ...... eee 2.3 
§. Stories of the Century (W) WOE. isi iisas SERV (is boas ROR: “T:08-8:30 et ae ee SS Serer Oe ERA ARIOE 2M. ee mee iad WGAM wives 9.3 
10. | Married Joan (Co) ... .WCSH . Siterstate. ........ M.-F. 5:00-6:20 ....... oS) Seer Mesh iccaes Sa.2 | Adventureland Pere rr rs Te WGAN 11.5 


eee eee 


rrr ar 
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STATIONS SAY ‘MORE TELEFILM’ 





+ scm aetna 


‘Sudden Death’ For Telepix Code? — ARS; SIIRVEYS 


Hollywood, July 31. 


Integration of the National Society of Television Producers into 
the Screen Producers Guild leaves the fate of the much-publicized 


code for telefilms in doubt. 
might come up at the next SPG 


One leading NSTP exec predicted it 


meeting but would “die a sudden 


death,” adding he saw no need for the code; that the NATRB 
code, the agencies, the sponsors and networks now govern vid- 


film content thoroughly. 


Martin Leeds, Desilu exec veepee who has been toiling on the 
code since December, wasn’t even apprised of the “integration.” 
He said he always felt it was an industry, not NSTP matter and 
plans to continue working on the code anyway. 

Integration was jointly announced by NSTP prexy William Self 
and SPG prexy Samuel G. Engel, who last week emphatically de- 


nied SPG was discussing such 
association. 


a move with any tv producers 








Soft Market in Syndication Gone, 
Sez Nathan; Telepix Sales at Peak 


Hollywood, July 31. 

There are mere telepix being 
sold in syndication today than 
ever, this despite the fact prices 
are going down on reruns of vid- 
films, it’s asserted by Wynn 
Nathan, sales v.p. of MCA-TV 
Film Syndication. MCA-TV is syn- 
dieating more vidseries than any- 
one else in tv—23. 

Prices are holding up on new 
product, the dip is on the old, or 
“secondary” films, Nathan noted. 
“Syndication has settled down to 
a real business, and is going 
through a leveling off period. It’s 
a business now instead of a pro- 
motion dream,” he said. 

“Today it’s a matter of salesman- 
hip and good product. There is 
o more soft market, or any sales 
being made by phone calls The 

naller guys without a sales force 
crying It’s true that in this 
ket we're feeling the pinch 
But we refuse to sell our films at 
price levels. We plan to be 
ere in 10 years, and want no part 
any cutthroat operation. 
lr} e are a lot of operators 
ite need of money, 
ll make deals at fantastically low 


ie Some outfits don’t even 
the value of their shows, and 
{ cheaper than their 
th Thi ort of thing hurts 
ot us 
i realize we now have a new 
oblem—that of the major studio 
tures against us, since the time 
en them “an that much less 
our product. But the business 
there for syndication, despite 


+ 


“T think, too, there will always 


room for the small guy in syn- 
ition. Some of them will 
rg ind come bigger fish. 
e’'re not trying to push anyone 

of business. We feel it’ 


ilthy to have the competition 


mpetition for the syn- 


itor today is the backlog of 
vies which ll take a lot of 
é If e FCC would approve 
ye channels, it would be a big 


DD. 
“We would like to see our pro- 
ucers making money. Very few 
re. That’s why there is-so little 
(Continued on page 38) 


$2,000,000 Sales 


On 20th Package 


National Telefilm Associates has 
losed deals in 57 tv markets on 
the 20th-Fox 52 package, passing 
the $2,000,000 mark. 

The new deals include: WITR- 
TV, Milwaukee; KRCA, Hollywood; 
KBTV, Denver; WFIL, Philadel- 
phia; KDKA, Pittsburgh; WCDA, 
Albany; KTTV, Los 
KOMO, Seattle; WTVC, Austin, 
Tex.; and KYTV, Springfield, Mo. 
A total of 21 deals were inked dur- 
ing the past week. 

NTA also has sold its complete 
product lineup, with the exception 
of the “Sheriff of Cochise” series, 
to KONO-TV, San Antonio, which 
S0es on the air in January. The 
reported $150,000 sale includes 


the 52 from 20th-Fox, the Selznick | 


Sroup, the Fabulous 40 package, 
‘Combat Sergeant” and the Lili 
Palmer telefilm series. 


Angeles; | 





+ 
| 


| $@’s “Mollie & Me’ 


Hollywood, July 31. 
Stephen Longstreet, film and 
legit writer, makes his debut as 
|a producer on a new series of 





comedies for Screen Gems, the Co-| 


| lumbia tv subsidiary. 

Series, tagged ‘‘Mollie and Me,” 
revolves around a small town 
| beauty parlor. Longstreet will 
write and produce. 
| 


RKO's Finest 52 
Broken Up; 0&0 
Stations Get 13 


“King Kong” is slated for fall 
airing on the RKO Teleradio o&o 
tv stations, all of which have re- 
ceived 26 features from the back- 
log held back in the Matty Fox 
deal, ineluding 13 from RKO’s 
“Finest 52.” 





“King Kong,’ currently in its 
fourth t trical rerelease, already 
has been telecast on RKO Telera- 
lio’s New York flagship WOR-TV. 
Che remaining five o&o stations 
have been given the greenlight to 
iv the monster after Oct. 1. 


ne 


7 


rhe breakup of the “Finest 52’ 
package underscores RKO Tele- 
radio's failure to date to come up 
vith a network deal, and although 
o9 still remain in the package, it 
looks like the remainder, too, will 
eventually go for telecasting on 


o&o stations. Under RKO’s agree- 

ment with Fox, the 150 held out of 

the backlog, revert back to Fox in 

December, 1957, if RKO by that 

time fails to have aired the bac] 

log via a national 
: ‘ re 


ponsol Che 
Kinest 52 package wa culle 

from the 150 

The 13 of the 52 given to o&o 
include: “Mr. Blanding 
Builds His Dream House,” “Love 
Affair,” “Once Upon a _ Honey- 
moon,” “Walk Softly, Stranger,” 
“Rachel and the Stranger,” “Out of 
the Past,” “Murder My Sweet,” 
“The Locket,” “Enchanted Cot- 
tage,” “Fallen Sparrow,” “Experi- 
ment Perilous,” “Easy Living” and 
“Flight for Freedom.’ 


Stations 


‘Dr. Christian’ For 
Overseas Markets 


Ziv has sold its “Dr. Christian” 
series to Associated Television 
Programs, Ltd., for airing’ in 
London, Birmingham, Yorkshire 
and Scotland. 


Plans, meanwhile, are underway 
to speed up the dubbing of the 
“Dr. Christian” series into Span- | 
ish. Dubbing will begin in| 
|Mexico City in October for re-| 
‘lease to the Spanish market next 
| January. 





Paul Gilbert Series 
Hollywood, July 31. | 
Paul Gilbert was signed to star 
in “Shore Leave,” new comedy 
| telefilm series being produced. by | 
Harry Sauber for Screen Gems. \ 


PIA PATTERNS 


in non-network broadcasting for 
the 1956-57 season, according to 
a national survey conducted by 
ABC Film Syndication. 


Despite the influx of new the- 
atrical libraries, the survey found 
that the general trend is not to 
increase the existing amount of fea- 
'ture film programming, although at 





nounced. 

The survey, aimed at gathering 
information on current trends in 
tv film buying, was conducted via 
questionnaire mailed out to 435 
Stations, eliciting a useable re- 
sponse from 145 stations— a re- 
sponse of 32.4°>. The mailing took 
place the latter part of June and 
the sampling received was consid- 
ered representative of the country, 
/in that it closely resembled the 
_national characteristics of the vari- 
ous tv marke’‘s, ranging from the 
single channel ones to those of 
four or more channels 


a 


« 


As to the type of film pregram- | 


ming which has been and is easiest 
now to sell to sponsors, stations put 
mystery-adventure on top of the 
list. There were 14 different types 
, listed in the results and the fcllow- 


ing came out among the leaders: | 


;} adventure, drama-anthology, mys- 
stery, Western-adult, comedy, West 
ern-children and science? fiction. 

Respondents were a « if they 
planned to use more, less or the 
Same amount of film in 1956-'57 
Over 53° said they plan to use the 
same, with 27.6 responding that 
they plan to use more and 17.9 
stating plans to use less. With ovei 
S0°%o of the tv stations setting out 
to use the same or more film, ABC 
felt that it would appear there will 
be greater opportuni‘ies for the 
|Sale of tv film in the coming sea 
son 

Regarding feature films, the 
question asked was “Do you plan 
to increase the number of hours 
of feature film programn 
1956-57?” There was no question 
relating to the “same level” as in 
the general film quer Affirma 
tive responses were received from 


lng in 





15.2 of the sta‘ions, while 80.7! 
stated they had no plans to in 
rease feature film programmin 
with 4.1 making no response in 


this category 

Of those indicating 
of feature film prog 
stated they would slot the increase 
in late evening hou: 


an expansion 
amming, 50‘ 


In reference to the total numbe1 
of hours allocated to feature film 
programmin 48.9 were listed as 
light users, utilizing 1 to 11 hours 
pel eek, 29° medium users 

1 12-21 | I eC vlloca- 

tion, 16.7 ea users. h 22 
nore hours per week l only 

Lo none-usel Responses in this 


category were not received from 
4.1% of the stations 
The degree of theatrical reruns 


(Continued on page 35) 


Frank Ross Producing 
Wife’s (Joan Caulfield) 


New Telefilm Series 


Hollywood, July 31. 

Producer Frank Ross, heretofore 
a theatrical film producer, will 
enter tv aS exec producer of a 
new series starring his actress 
wife, Joan Caulfield. 

Ross finalized an agreement witl 
MCA for financing of a pilot film 


|on the series which is based on a 


film property. ‘A Lady Takes a 
Chance,” which he produced a dec- 
ade ago, and which starred Jean 
Arthur and John Wayne. 
Projected series is planned for 
1957 sale. Ross will pick a creative 


| staff to develop the series before 
he leaves for the Riviera and the 


Sept. 1 start of his next feature 
film, ““Kings Go Forth.” Ross will 
also select the male lead before 
leaving for Europe. 

Miss Caulfield starred in the 
“My Favorite Husband” series on 
CBS-TV. 





‘WPIX Finds There’s Lots of Loot 
In That Double Exposure Formula 


U.S. tv stations plan a greater | 
accent on telefilm programming and 
a continued use of feature films 


‘this stage such fare is quite pro- | 





Yank Pix on BBC-TV 


London, July 31. 


i Pending a settlement of its 


negotiations with the British 
film industry to control the 
use of motion pictures on tele- 
vision, BBC-TV is pursuing its 
policy of casual bookings. 

On August Bank Holiday 
Monday (6), a major national 
vacation, BBC-TV_ will be 
screening Alfred Hitchcock's 
“Foreign Correspondent” star- 
i; Ying Joel McCrea, which was 
released here in 1940. 


Latex Girdle To 
Grd 50% of TV 





International Latex’s tieup with 
C & C Television will give the bra- 
| girdle-baby panties outfit the larg- 
est spot broadcasting campaign of 
}any company on tv, A. N. Spanel, 
chairman of the board of Interna- 
tional Latex Corp., claims. Spanel 
said that as of today (Aug. 1) Mat- 
ty Fox’s C & C Television Corp 
i will have sold the RKO film lib- 
rary in a sufficient number of t\ 
markets to blanket a potential ol! 
50 of the tv homes in the U.S 


Since last January, Fox has been 


ellir the RKO package to sta- 
tions in time, plus cash deals 
Latex, in turn, has a deal with 
Fox under which it get the time 
for a spot campaign, wits Sums oO 
money accruing to Fox cependent 


on the number of markets sold, an¢ 
other facto 
shares to some degree in any rise 
in Latex sales 

On the basis of the projected 
“saturation tv’ campaign, Spanel 
that Latex’s Oss busi 
vithin two years will hit $120,000 
000 annuall Currently, the out 
fit, is doing about $40,000,000 \ I 


Coincident, with the tv <¢ 
paign, the firm is branching out 
into pharmaceuticals marketing 
| odine i new no, -poisonou LO 


dine produc 


Spanel declined to name the 
mal ts in which C & (¢ ( 
he RKO pac! re lle did \ 
i Nat ) t} I O 
year, he hopes the RKO pas 
vill be sid in 100 “top marl 
giving Latex a potential of 75 tO 
90 1 0960,.000.000 — ty 


ot he over 


S& Rells ‘Confession’ 
As ‘Playhouse 90’ Entry; 
Bischoff’s ‘Ali & Baba’ 


* “Confession,” the second Screen 
Gems production for CBS’ “Play- 
house 90” series, will go before 
the cameras Monday (6), as the 


|Columbia Pictures subsid set and 


prepared for other geri 
Starring in the second 90-min 
ute telefilm will be Dennis O’Keefe 
and June _ Lockhart with Ey 
Wolas producing and Tony Leader 


directing from a screenplay by 
Devery Freeman and Ed Morri 
“The Country Husband” will be 


the first for “Playhouse 90.’ 

On the new projects front, mo- 
tion picture and tv producer Sam 
Bischoff has signed a deal with 
Screen Gems to film a new com- 
edy series,titled “The Adventures 
of Ali and Baba,” based on the 
characters from “The Arabian 
Nights.” 3ischoff is co-produce1 
with David Diamond of ‘Mystery 
Writers Theatre” for Screen 
Gems. 

Louis Appleton, Jr., former as- 
sistant director for Screen Gems’ 
“Father Knows Best” series, has 
been promoted to assistant to pro- 
ducer Herbert B. Leonard in 
charge of “The 77th Bengal Lanc- 
ers” series. 


+ Double exposure of syndicated 
films by sponsors has become a 
growing trend in the seven-station 
New York market, with indie 
| WPIX copping virtually all the 
| business to date in that field. 
| Latest ofthe six telefilm series 
/set for double exposure is “Dr, 
| Christian,” which is to be spon- 
sored in the fall by Mueller Maca- 
roni on Monday nights over WABC- 
|TV and on Wednesday nights over 
|indie WPIX. 
| The apparent growing popularity 
of double exposures lies in the ade 
vertisers attempt to get another 
crack at the large New York mar- 
kee with another airing of his 
show With 4,590,000 tv sets in 
the Metropolitan market, some 
agencies ftcel it good insurance to 
place the syndicated show on an- 
other station, sometime in a differ- 
ent time slot or day in order to 
garner a different audience. An- 
other factor is the comparative low 





| 


in some cases a shaky syndicator 
in order to close a deal will throw 
the second run in at practically 
| gratis. Aiding WPIX, too, in the 
double exposure operation is its 
«comparatively much lower time 
charges compared to the payments 
of time on N. Y. network affiliates. 
The New York Daily News’ sta- 
tion’s first double exposure deal 
was last October with Ballantine's 
sponsored “Highway Patrol.” seen 
first-run WRCA-TV, from 7 to 7:30 


charge for the second run, usually 
e ° 

running one third or less of the 
| ll In iX uys cost of the first-run. It is known 
| 

' 


p.m Monday and = second-run 
Wedne lay at 9°30 p.n ovel 
WPIX. Nielson’s June report indi- 
‘ates how uch double exposure 
can up the overall rating On 
WRCA-TYV, the rating is 14.9 and 
on WPIX 10.2 iving the he ill 
overall rating of 25.1 

Other double exposures on WPIX 


P&S Dickers For 


Bundle of Reruns 


] Py ie’ re { n ytial 
I l¢ | ( Cy ie 
( f 
é ! u t e! Spor r 
I i or 1 tO ! l 
n rK i our pro2t l 
ICA has « can is or 
| ot ) {Ol > (y ! 
i ‘ , 1 
m i ! th co \ 
\ é QO] ) I 
cone t Oo I ional spo yr | o 
n | he i Or () I - 
hn } i yt ) 
ile VIC A 
) l 
oO Oo || i] LO I ed 
| I ul ecorain tO an OD- 
erver, who believes that the pric 


MCA is offering the pix for might 
undermine the current price struc 
ture, forcing 
reatl 

selief is that the group ‘of shows 
will be rotated market to market, 
so that P&G can continue a half- 


competing costs down 


hour daily ries for approximatel 

year thout break Neithe: 
ponsol nol ynaicatol could be 
act ior comment but it’s un 


derstood they are both out in the 


field in a joint attempt to get sta- 


tion clearances for the strip tele- 
film showeca 

Since Lou Friedland a veep al 
VICA, ha been working on tli 
company’s “package” sales fou 


eral years, it is assumed he ha 
been instfumental in the forthcom- 
ing multi-package sale to P&G 


> 
MCA-TV Axings 

Three men have been axed by 
MCA-TY, it’s reported, and an ad- 
ditional number are ready to go. 
Vincent Ramos, a salesman in N. Y. 
for the international division of the 
syndication company, is no longer 
with the firm. 

Two other men, one in Chi and 
one from MCA’s Canadian sales 
staff, are understood to have been 

i given notice. 
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We have alittle announcement 
for a few select friends: ABC’s Morning Drama Bloc 











ase 


All Network Sponsored Programs 
10:00 AM-12:00 Noon (NYT), M-F 
(Common Morning Network Option Time) 


Nielsen Average Homes Reached 

Audience Rating Per Average Minute 
ABC Radio 2.7 1,277,000 
Network B* 2.3 1,088,000 
Network C 1.8 851,000 
Network D 1.3 615,000 


"The true efficiency margin over Network B can only be 
seen by looking at costs: ABC drama segments (containing 
one commercial minute) range from $1000 to $1300, de- 
pending on frequency. Network B, on the other hand, 
charges about $2000 per minute in its leading morning 
program, according to Nielsen. 








outrates all competition, by an- average margin of 50% 
according to Nielsen’s latest Radio report." Incidentally, twice 
as many homes tune to radio in the morning as tune to tele- 
vision according to Nielsen. You’re free to draw your own 
conclusions, The one we draw is this: you get more (homes) 
for less (cost per commercial minute) on ABC Morning Radio 
— Breakfast Club, My True Story, When A Girl Marries, 
Whispering Streets, Grand Central Station, The Jack Paar 
Show. For full facts, call your ABC Radio representative. 


tNielsen, June 1]. ABC advantage in previous report was 47%. 


ABC Radio Network 














Wednesday, August 1, 1956 


RIETY TELEVISION REVIEWS 31 





THE GEORGE RANK SHOW |FRED WARING SHOW 
With Jonnie Jones, Charles Kray, With Fred Waring Jr., Tom War- 


Be at 











CBS-TV's Electronic Caucuses ihuisistaien, eae at 


? | The Lassies ing, Poley McClintock, Patti 
Producer-Director: Carl Tubbs Producer: Howard Christensen | Beems, Frank Davis, Gordon 
CBS-TV can be credited with pulling off one of the neatest | 69 Mins.; Mon., 8:30 p.m. Director: Jerry Gregoris | Goodman, Leonard Kranen- 


politico tricks of this or any convention year with its brace of 
pre-convention electronic caucuses. In the words of GOP national 
committee biggie Leonard Hall, it was a “milestone in tv history” 
and certainly recognition of tv’s major role in the overa!l scheme 


of things political in America, 


particularly in mirroring the con- 


duct of convention participants in influencing future behavior and 


technique. 


Echoing Hall's sertiment were those of Demmy boss 


Paul Butler with expressions of gratitude and enthusiasm for the 


effectiveness of the caucuses. 


Through the closed-circuit technique, the network on separate 
days last week staged two half-hour shows. (both of waich, inci- 
dentally, were capsulized for an on-the-air Sunday afternoon (29) 


| PARTICIPATING 


WBKB, Chicago 
Dan Belloc and his orch have led 


| off what looks to be a parade of | 


|dancebands on Chicago tv in the 
hopes of dittoing the Lawence 
| Welk smash, On the firster, the 
| Belloc entry emerged as pleasant 
‘enough listening but was strictly 
routine as a’visual display, pointing 
|up that there’s more to the Welk 
formula than merely installing a 
| band in front of the cameras. 


| 30 Mins.; Thur., 8:30 p.m. 


Sustaining 
WGN-TY, Chicago 

WGN-TV which has traditionally 
garnered its best nighttime ratings 
via the film route is making a 
determined bid to beef up its live 
countenance with a flock of new 
flesh entries. Latest addition is 
this hitchhike on the current dance 
band video tad, featuring George 
Rank and orch. 

Stanza sampled (19) indicated the 


donck, McKay & Charles, Glee 

Club, others 
| Producer-Director: Bil Hobin 
Writer: Jack Dolph 
60 Mins., Tues. (24), 8 p.m. 
CHEVROLET 
NBC-TV, from New York 

(Campbell Ewald) 

Fred Waring has been a staple 
on the musical marts for nearly 
four decades with a trademarked 
variety of rhythmics. Waring on 
his Tuesday night NBC-TV session 


A stements are to naAC ; . -~ : 
screening). One was for the Dems; the others for the Repub- | Belloc is a glib enough emcee mg pact re be -_ TV oe on behalf of Chevrolet reviewed 
licans. In a succession of pickups around the country through although he evidenced a_ bent oe ' : * |his career in the orchestral field 


local affiliate auspices, with the “electronic caucuses” emanating 
from N.Y., state committeemen, Congressmen and those in general 
who make up the electoral vote, got a visual look-see on two 30- 
minute snaowmanly wrapups of the role tv (in this instance CBS) 


will play toward getting its share of the potential 


100,000,000 


convention viewers with a lookback at past conventions when 
radio, then tv, began to move into the picture and cue a reformat- 


| towards cuteness. 
an able group of sidemen who 
of ditties. All told there were 19 
tunes spun off, including the vocals, 
during the hour span and that’s 
a hefty diet of dance music for 


He’s backed by | 


; api | music 
served up a well-diversified clutch | 


Lawrence Welk that there's a size- 
able tv clientele who still likes 
with the “old fashioned” 
beat. Rank fronts the session with 
a good touch of enthusiasm. The 
arrangements were all solidly com- 
mercial in the Welk idiom. And the 
WGN-TV crew plaved it straight 


starting with the time in 1916 when 
a piano and three banjos comprised 
'Waring’s Pennsylvanians. Since 
then, his musical organization has 
grown to one of the largest in the 
pop field. Waring regards the 
human voice as an integral part 


enn | . * mee nbars i ccnn se oa ‘ 
ting. of convention techniques one sitting. without trying to fuse it up with |% the, Orchestral, structure, and 
Particularly impressive was the on-camera job done by news- Regular vocalists Eddie Allyn | any trick effects. This time the | 3°‘ ccteiletn  pieeiinedbe 
) ard Gini Patton and guest Betty for an impressive’ organization 


public affairs chieftain Sig Mickelson, who guided the 30-minute 


ventures through their visually hep courses. 


Subsequent mail 


received by the network from all quarters of political life testi- 





Johnson provided the pacechnangers 
in nice style. 
have been given an encore after 





| group of dancing couples was a dis- 


Miss Johnson might | 


traction. 


A round dozen ditties were 


| Remerrey as well as qualitative- 
ly 


| Of course in reviewing a career 


: : : : dished out, with a minimum of 
> « a r © . > ° > mn ” } = J : “ly « ‘ ways ipyvsog 
fied to the major impact of the tv caucuses. Rose, her fine serving of “Clay Idol. ‘patter from the host. Tunes ranged | Spanning nearly a half-century a 
wwrrss ss ++ Included were such standard from the nostalgic standards to the | little more drama might have been 
talent. showeasing current pops, with a touch of jazz|infused. It almost appeared that 


Tele Follow-Up Comment 


5-4.44-4446604464666666606666664 


Ed Sullivan Show 


The customers on the Trendex | 


line may have loved it, but the 
routining of Ed Sullivan's all-cir- 
cus show on CBS-TV Sunday (29) 
was conspicuous for its inexpert- 
ness. But Sullivan and his cohorts 


| situation. 





+++ 


!a natural dignity and ability that 


carries him over practically any 
In the case of “Pencil 
Sketch,” he applied both to good 
advantage and it was a pleasure to 
watch him work. 


gadgets as a 
| sequence featuring this time an 
| obviously professional accordionist, 
an amateur songwriting invite and 
'some shots of studio guests rug- 
cutting onstage. 

The show was cleanly cut by 
producer-director Carl Tubbs but 
the physical layout was too 


|cramped to escape the monotony 


| ot the tight shots and the allernate 
| visually meaningless long shots. 


‘thrown in. 


Rank used his trumpet 
to good advaniage in the leads. 
Vocals were handled by band 
singers Jonnie Jones and Charles 
Kray and The Lassies. Kray did 
all right by “Ivory Tower” but Miss 
Jones marred her treatment ot 
“Longest Walk” with some un- 
necessary facial mannerisms. The 
Lassies sang ‘““Moonglow” and their 
new Decca release, “Sleepyhead.” 
They sounded like they looked— 


lafter its formation, the band be- 
came adult immediately with ar- 
rangements in the 20s pretty much 
as they are today. 

The Waring format is virtually 
the same as when he first made an 
impact on video some years ago, 
Some of the personnel like singer 
Gordon Goodman are. still the 
same. Then there are the vets like 
;Tom Waring and Poley McClintock. 


“: ime Je j y ‘eate © 
are shrewd showmen; with the Pag for the most part was _ ee like three cute young girls just out ee er a “ae 
Ringling-Barnum circus having} With Mann's script, which was of highschool. Dave. ‘Like the Birdies” are re- 


done a sudden foldo in Pitt a cou- 
ple of weeks back, they latched on 
to about a dozen of the acts to put 
before the homescreens. Other 
hoopla revolved around putting on 
three shows outdoors that day un- 
der a tent on a lot near the orig- 
inating studio and bringing Mayor 
Robert Wagner into the act via a 
permit tied into the town’s Sum- 
mer Festival. 

The teleshow's cameras did a 
commuting job between studio and 
al fresco to catch the layout—pre- 
dominantly Big Toppers but also 
recruiting some _ non - Ringling 
turns such as baby elephant Opal, 
an acrobatic whammo of a pachy- 
derm hustled in from Pollack 
Bros. Circus on the Coast to steal 
the show, and several other ele- 
phants trom Hunt Bros. circus. 

One of the main troubles was 
an overload of talent, causing 
some turns to unfold as mere 
quickies. Also, the top aerialists, 





based on a hacKheyed premise and 
never allowed any of the charac- 
ters to come to life. Staging by 
director Paul Bogart also left much 
to wish for and made for a some- 
what static effect. There was never 
a feeling that this was Rome, or— 


for that matter—that the people | 


were real. 
In the main part opposite Nu- 
gent, Margo Hartman looked govud 


|'as the Italian beauty who took an 


interest in the middleaged Ameri- 
can, but her performance left 
much to be desired. She didn't 
bother with facial expressions at 
all. They are part of acting! Mii- 
lette Alexander played Nugent’s 
daughter with an almost contin- 
uous scowl and George Maharias 
did what he could with the brief 
part of Miss Hartman’s jealous 
suitor. 

Mann’s script lacked proper mo- 
tivation throughout, particularly 
for the crucial scene when Nugent 


DEBATE 

With Norman Barry; guests 
Producer: Betty Ross West 
‘Director: Dave Gray 


oe! Mins.; Sun., 10:30 p.m. 


Sustaining 
WNBQ, Chicago 

What may have seemed like a 
| gcud television public service idea 
|on paper failed to translate into 
|very exciting viewing, at least on 
segment seen (22). Scheme pits 
two spokesmen for opposite sides 
of a given issue in formal debat- 
ling situation, complete with a 
|panel of judges who select the 
winner, using the standard debat- 
ing scoring system. 

In theory the format could pro- 


vide a well-rounded ventalation of 
|a particular subject. But as dem- 


onstrated in this instance it also 
can provide a dull round of par- 
tisan soapboxing that adds ueither 
heat nor light. And the fact that 
each debater is given eight and a 


With Don Riggs, Ann Reider, T. H. 
Dudgeon, Jer.-Jean Trannett, and 
Donald Campbell 

Producer-director: Carl Papai 

60 Mins.; Fri. (20), 7:39 p.m, 

WBNS-TV, Columbus 
This special hour-long, locally- 

produced telementary commemo- 

rated the 75th anniversary of the 

Red Cross and the 40th birthday 


of the Franklin County Chapter of | 


the Red Cross. 

“Symbol of Mercy,” latest of 
WBNS-TV’s community _ service 
features, traced the history of the 
Red Cross from its founding up to 
the present day as it affected one 
family and this Ohio area. The 
family was comprised of “mother” 
Ann Reider, “father” T. H. Dud- 
geon, and their “children,” Jeri- 
Jean Trannett and Donald Camp- 
bell 

Interlarded with the live action 


“Sing 
|membered from way back, and are 
still serviceable today. When hear- 
ing these stalwarts, it seems dif- 
ficult to imagine an era, either on 
radio or television when there 
wasn't a sponsored show for the 
|Waring crew. Come io think of 
it. the outfit still sounds the same, 
only sight has been added and the 
crew has become adept at visuad 
as well as aural tricks. Jose. 


GET TO THE POINT 

With Brent Gunts, Jay Grayson, 
Pen Spvatz, Joe Croghan, Betty 
Bupp, Paul Sheilds 

Producer: Brent Gunts 

Director: John Michael White 

20 Mins.; Sun., 7 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WBAL-TV, Baltimore 
This local panel entry packaged 

by Brent Gunts is a faint carbon 

of mere than just one network 

guessing game Moderator and 


, ; en | ; ; : ‘quence ‘ere ilms ; panel vs. guest and “secret,” “same 
Pinito Del Oro and Miss Mara, are | and his girl decide they're not for| half minutes for his basic argu- ro nga iat orn A = vane name.” “line” or, as in this case 
both trapeze acts and nearly in the | One another after all. Throughout | ments and a three and a half min- “GCS, Some going bat ene biel Bact actly stuff 
apeze acrs § ‘eid: Me . | tpt ; 5 } : vears. Musical trends throughout | “point” isn't exactly new stuff. 
same groove trickwise: both great,| their brief May-to-December ro-| ute rebuttal, means that under the 7}‘ EUs 4 


but the repetition hurt the show’s | 


playability. 

Sullivan, though claiming there 
was no need for orthodox circus 
production, put a reverse twist on 
this by concluding with a 
parade” from the outdoor end; this 
was a congested melee that made 
little sense as a finale. Some of 


“circus | 


mance, their lack of enthusiasm for 
one another was pronounced. Au- 
dience must have shared the feel- 
ing. Hift. 


Firestone Hour 

Soprano Heidi Krall 
Firestone debut last 
night. 


made her 
Monday (30) 
Appearing with tenor Rob- 


best of circumstances it's still a 
lot of undiluted gabbing. 

This time Rollis S. Nelson, exec 
director of the Republican national 
committee’s farm division and 
R. M. Evans, member of the Demo- 
crat’s argriculture advisory com- 
mittee, locked horns on ‘Which 
Part Is the More Responsible for 


VIEWPOINT 


the 75-year period were added as 
an incidental gimmick to give the 
show pep but on occasion diverted 
the attention from the _ central 
theme. 

Don Riggs was the capable host- 
narrator of the program’ which 
pointed up quite graphically the 
wide scope of the Red Cross both 
on the national and international 


Entertainment values in such a 
format are always inherent in the 
“secret.” Comic content in guest’s 
“noints” misfired consistently on 
the preem of this one but even 
with fresher material, the inescap- 
able contrast with the Goodson & 
Todman shows and the general 
penel furation on the nets won't 
help here 


acts received slipshod verbal! ert Rounseville and the Howard the Farm Problem.” The Democrat scene but especially in Franklin A sampling of the preem’s panel 
illing (and no screened credits) or{ Barlow orchestra on the 8:30-9 p.m, | won the judges’ nod, but the aver-}| County. Conn, {} ne er included a lady with a 
[Yish mispronunciation which} WABC radio-tv simulcast. she pro- age Vv atcher must have been left . - iay of frozen lightning bug a 
ould have been corrected by one} jected herself as the potentially more befuddled than ever over this HOW TO WATCH FOOTBALL : + e forinid ible dowager with 
‘» to the involved “nationality” | bright star that she is. The show, COMpiex problem With Robert (Sarge) MacKenzie tent female dog 1 Mary- 
Vllables—such as a mecoy ring-; built around a summer theatre Norman Barry serves as chair- 29 Mins.; Mon., 7:50 p.m. | nd- in Irish wolfhound,. inci- 
master or announcer. The touted! motif, was musically pleasant, with; man and even he seemed a little KQED, San Francisco dentally). and the chaperone who 
‘lowns—Emmett Kelly, Felix Ad-| Miss Krall and Rounseville ably! confused at the end Dav Frisco’s educational channel, in wij] accompany Miss Maryland to 
ler and Otto Griebling—all of} dishing out a variety of tunes in . essaying a haif-hour that could be) qgjantie City next month \] 

thems idards for an rears, got 1e pere . Sl neay , ntertaining We S | ECI ly i \ ropy \ hy 
n standards for many years, got | the operatic and musicomedy veir enterta Wax dangerou | Herndon WRBAL-TV weather- 


the worst drubbing of all, with lit- 


The songstering pair each had a 


With Paul Sevareid, others 


commercial” and fails completel; 


caste} wa another guest vhose 


wal gangs 4 them off a Mid screen | solo number besides dueting on Producer: Sevareid Lo entertain with “How to Watch « point’? went too far for too little 

- 1¢ oe fe) t.. ~“ two | three other tunes. Miss. Krall Director: Elliot ~~ Football. ~ in the laugh department Tgp 
> cer > ari pe q “oa ” 1 . 4 « . » : oe . . = * 

of them miscued. erie Evans,| worked over “Someday, while Basic idea—illustrated instruc- | secompanied by six matrons whose 


longtime 
Show (until this season) was like- 


were about 15 acts, including the 


bandmaster of the- Big | 


Rounseville gave out with “Young- 
er Than Springtime”’ Their joint 


Barlow aggregation did a nice job 
on “No Business Like Show Busi- 


30 Mins.; Tues., 8 p.m. 
WTCN-TV, Minneapolis 


our government's lifeblood Pro- 


tion in some of the finer points of 
grid—is dandy, but Sarge MacKen- 


have some connection with the sale 
of season tickets 


first names 
female names to be applied to the 


corresponded to the 


ise +t i » < le | a ss *: This every-other-Tuesday-nighter ay eee SO he inition : 
es lost in the shuffle, though | vocaling took in “You Are Free,” | j, aoe. ate re roi — zie is terribly pedantic and the! f.4 ix hurricanes this summer 
q op . . W~o an actr pn * bat S ¢é ne pre se a ye , Qer ‘ 10) . > ake ; 5 ’ 
tay Bloch, the show’s maestro, The Day I Met You” and “You that frank discussion of Big mis€ | Frisco 49ers, a rich pro team, take If the panel doesn’t “get the 
Was permitted to do a quick €aper | and the Night and the Music” The ef vital custreve ‘sial or) SIGCS all the credits, which may or not point.” each panelist drops two 
with Sullivan. Altogether there at, controversial questions . 


dollars into a kitty. This is given 
to a viewer whose phone number 


mere flashes | ness” and “The Triumphal March” gram is distinctive for this area be- First eight minutes or so were|i. picked from those sent in pro- 
Taking bows in the spectator) trgm “Aida.” Jess, Causes while it's in progress, view-| spent entirely on MacKenzie’s ine the viewer ¢an answer 2 
its were Jackie sright. vational SS ers are invited to telephone mn learned dis ertation on offensive - A By . ae . br ee 
administrative secretary, and Har- | questions directed at panel partici- | tacti, If viewer is still watchins i me a aoe WBAI 
id Berg, attorney for ‘the Ameri- This Is Ottawa pants who answer them. he then gets five-six minutes of) | ile ws ont tol Brent 
in Guild of Variety Artists. This Signs of upped showmanship Show caught, concerning what MacKenzie shoving chips around a Runte ra get ‘aa 
Was apparently done as a “thank! were evident in the July 24 airing | Should be done about military air-| board into single-wing and ‘T-for- ne hausfr: audience 
you” in relation to those acts/| of the Canadian Broadcasting  Ctaft in this metropolitan district, mations, and some poor stills. Fin- ~ hn M ‘ : 1 Whit lirection 
hich worked the Ringling circus | Corp.'s weekly video showcasing oy , WaS especially timely here b ho last nape Aime " Mel gi bs : 3 
sainst the union’s picketing. They |Canada’s capital city—‘“This Is during recent weeks military air- comes the film clij rating | 4,, ae 0 too tightl t e 
id been under suspension (plus | Ottawa Tues., 10 p.m Initial | Crait On two occasions crashed into hat MacKenzie is d i 4 Rania a ] ‘ 4 
threatened $2,000 fines), but the! stanzas of the series were almost adjacent residential neighborhood But what-do these clips turn out . * 
uspension was lifted for the 60| devoid of showmanship; stiff and killing 14 persons and destroying to be? Shots of a game between 


minutes to allow the performers to 
appear on the teleshow. Trau. 





Goodyear Playhouse 


| definite 


Elliott Nugent “saved the show” | 


last Sunday (29) when the Good- 


amateurish in production and 
scripting. The latest session showed 
indications of slickness. 
but there’s quite a way to go yet 
to get it in the clicko category. The 


homes. That the matter holds great 
interest and that the program en- 
lists a susbstantial audience were 
indicated by the large number of 
telephone queries. 


the 49ers and the Los Angeles 
Dons, a member of the All-Amer- 
ica Footbail Conference which has 
been defunct several years, and 
shots of a game between the U. of 


Gunts is a familiar face to da 


Millie Trager, Exits 
Raymond Specter Agey. 
Millie T. Trager has resigned her 

twin post of publicity chief of Ray- 


) : stint was at the Federal Bureau As. skillfully and_ intelligently San Francisco and the U. of Cali-, mond Spector agency and Hazel 
dried ie Hag on NBC-TV pre-| of Statistics, as dry a subject as handled by topnotch WTCN-TV fornia during World War II. Bishop, both companies of which 
sented the Mann e under | 


Abby original, 
“Pencil Sketch.” It was the kind 
of piece that might have passed 
muster on a hot summer night, but 
with the mercury dropping to the 
low sixties it didn’t make the more 
critical grade. 


Nugent, cast as a New Englander | 


any producer would want tossed at 
him, but Michael Hind-Smith’s 
handling of the chore shot some 
color and interest onto the screen 
with the assistance of exhibit-type 
sets, fast-pan briefings by Bureau 
staffers on what the various divi- 
sions do and IBM machine fore- 


moderator Paul Sevareid, the sta- 
tion’s newscaster and analyst, pro- 
gram stacks up as a highly com- 
mendable public service contribu- 
tion. In this instance, 
never permitted the action to lag 


as he himself sounded out panel | 


members, kept the debate going, 


Sevareid | 


A brief chalk talk closes the half- 
hour. 

Prime needs of show are: 

1) A livelier interpeter of foot- 


ball who uses tess of the game’s |! 


technical jargon; 
2) More and newer film clips; 
3) Co-operation of Northern 


are under Raymond Spector's roof. 
Miss Trager was with the ad house 
for six years and with Hazel Bishop 
since the cosmetic firm was 
launched by Spector. She said her 
|plans would be announced ‘“‘with- 
/in the month.” 


_— goes to Italy to visit his | castings of what would happen the | tossed into the hopper his own and. California colleges with the 49ers, Also exiting is Harriet Levy, 
unenee and ends up falling in| next day across Canada ‘births, | others’ questions and made apt ob-| thus removing the educational | Miss Trager’s assistant at the ad 
ove with a young Italian artist, has' deaths, etc.). Gorm. | servations. Rees. ichannel’s “commercial” taint. Stef. | agency. 
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Everybody loves a ha 


a 


Here’s what 


LIBBY BABY FOODS 


Sponsor in 25 Markets (1955-56) 


SAYS ABOUT THE SHOW: 


“The ratings we are getting bear out the 





fact that Basy TIME is delivering a large 





audience of young mothers. In some mar- Produced by Herbert S. Laufman 


Executive Producer, 
James A. Jennings, Jr. 






kets we are getting nearly 50% of all 
mothers with babies one year old and 
younger — that’s pretty near to saturation. 


Moreover, Basy TIME is outpulling many 


competing programs which are supposed to 





offer more in the way of entertainment, 4 — : 
programs which have a potential audience | . \ ; 
that includes young and old, mothers and | : a4 
non-mothers. Our salesmen are enthusias- 
tic about BABy TIME.” 





 ctiaiiteaanel 


HOW “BABY TIME” SCORES IN RATINGS 


1956 — Daytime 


In N York City: . ‘ates ] 
CHICAGO. eecee 6.0 SEATTLE sa6e6e 6.8 No. gi : mn Bs wow Sey 
In Norfolk and Miami: Leads all 


SAN ANTONIO 6.8 FL PASO ed 14.0 competition, according to ARB. 


In Louisville: “Baby Time” gets 


GREEN BAY, WISC. aati 96 47.7% of the audience. 


In Pittsburgh —KDKA-TV: Aver- 


ages 10.8 rating at 2:00-2:15 p.m. 





Produced in cooperation with American Medical Association 


This is a unique and powerful “plus.” It means that the products presented in the show, inevit- 
that what this program presents will be treated ably must inherit prestige, and will therefore 
as authoritative by its viewers. It means, further, be given additional respect and consideration. 





Wednesday, August 1, 1956 “ARTETY 33 


nd every sponsor will love 











Format-Each “Baby Time” program discusses and illustrates a particular phase of child care 


and training. Discussion is non-technical and it is enlivened by utilizing a real baby and mother. 
Nurse Warren works with the baby and mother to graphically demonstrate the discussion. 
Dr. Bauer* adds pertinent medical comments and professional evaluation. He particularly di- 
rects his comments to uncovering the myths and misconceptions that so often cause mothers 


unnecessary fears and anxieties. 


Informative, Yet Entertaining- Not a clinical, sick room or laboratory approach. “Baby Time” 
material is presented for easy comprehension . .. with warmth and humor, yet with obvious 
| authority —and spiced with smile provoking scenes of baby. Dr. Bauer’s “family doctor” manner, 
and Nurse Jane Warren’s charm and natural sincerity, create a warm rapport with the viewer 


that makes for loyal responsive audiences. 





Young Mothers are the Biggest Buyers 


According to Parents Magazine, among all women, young mothers are 
the biggest buyers. And according to “Progressive Grocer”, which sur- 
veyed 8,500 women in six cities, the Young Mother “group” spends 67% 


more money for food than all other women. 





Here is an eager, responsive, receptive audience for you to tap — 
an audience that is ready, willing, and able to be persuaded to buy 


your product enthusiastically and immediately! . 


52 episodes of this new 15-minute TV film show are available. 


Can be used once, twice, or three times a week. 


Phone, wire, or write for audition print, brochure, and prices. 





Right now, practically the entire country is “open.” 





t. *Dr. Bauer is Director of Health Education for the A.M.A, ) 
Jane Warren is a registered nurse. CHICAGO: 75 E. Wacker Drive, Franklin 2-4392 


NEW YORK: 527 Madison Ave., Eldorado 5-4616 
n. & CANADA: S. W. Caldwell, Ltd., 447 Jarvis, Toronto, Walnut 2-2103 
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NBC BANDSTAND 
With Guy Lombardo, Tommy & 

Jimmy Dorsey, Wayne King, 

Freddy Martin Orchs;' Bert 

Parks, emcee 
Producer-Director: Ward Byron, 

Parker Gibbs; Tom Naud (TV) 
Director: Max Miller (TV) 
Writers: Elliot Grennard, Phil 

Minoff; Bill Gammie (TV) 

120 Mins.; Mon. thru Fri., 10 a.m. 
Participating 
NBC, from N.Y., Chicago, L.A. 

In a move to revitalize the con- 
cept of network radio, NBC jetti- 
soned the omnibus “Weekday” 
series and has come up with this 
big across-the-board layout of live 
band shows. NBC, in short, is try- 
ing to turn back the tide by (1) 
bringing back live radio and (2) 
reviving the band biz. 

On both counts, NBC is facing 
a rocky, uphill ciimb. Firstly, the 
icea that “live” performances on 
radio are superior to recorded ones 
harks from an era that has long 
since died. Emcee Bert Parks may 
repeat a dozen or so times each 
morning that “this show is coming 
to you live,” but who cares besides 
Petrillo? What's decisive is the 
quality of the entertainment that 
ultimately comes out of the loud- 
speaker, and the housewife, who’s 
the evident target of this show, 
isn’t likely to care whether it’s live, 
recorded or taped. 

Secondly, there's 
around the fact that bands don’t 
have the same impact today as 
they once did. Show biz, and radio, 
has undergone some radical evolu- 
tions since the name bands were a 
potent factor and the wish to bring 
back the band biz is not a substi- 
tute for the hard facts of life. 

Certainly, the kickoff show Mon- 
day (30) of the “NBC Band-stand” 
did little to advance the cause of 
pop orchs. It was a lacklustre pre- 
sentation with no real regard for 
programming pace. Instead of 
swinging, the show plodded along 
yearning for the good old days. 
Housewives younger than 40 must 
have wondered what some of the 
talk was about. 

Under this series’ setup, 
name bands are to work the show 
for a couple of weeks apiece, each 
crew working in 15-minute or hali- 
hour segments. For the opener, 
there was Guy Lombardo, Wayne 
King, the Dorsey brothers and 
Freddy Martin. 
ing session 


no fetting 


with the Tommy & 


Jimmy Dorsey crew, the music was | 


generally sweet, and in the case of 
the Wayne King pickup from Chi- 
cago, more than a bit sticky. While 
the absence of rock 'n’ roll Gn this 
show may be considered a welcome 
relief, there’s no reason to go 
overboard in the other direction. 

Songwriter Johnny Mercer, who 


was the opening day’s guest, turned |! 


up every quarter hour or so to plug 
his songs. He provided some of 
the best stuff on the show, even 
though his strictly hep style of 
vocalizing didn’t quite fit into the 
general square musical mood. 
Bert Parks, as emcee, is no doubt 


audience “insurance” for this show. | 


His fast, bouncy patter lends an 
air of brightness to the proceed- 


ings. Unfortunately, his and the 
kandleaders’ script called for too 
much retrospection to the past 


glories of the band biz 
In conjunction with the two-hour 


radio layout, NBC also has a half- 
simulcast on its tv web from 10:30 
to ll. The half-hour video stanza 
vas set in a handsomely dressed 
NY. studio with a hotel room 
cgecol It was an introductory ses 
sion in which Parks brought on a 
flock of the bandleaders who are 
due to appear on the series. They 


joined in a dixieland 
“Johnson Rag.” while 
och and yocalists played for the 
rest of the session. A couple of 
Arthur Murray dancers were spot- 
lighted in the “I Could Have 
Danced All Night” number, but 
otherwise, it was a straight musical 


Session on 
Lombardo’s 


presentation enlivened by Parks’ 
emceeing 

Commercial spots not pro- 
minent throughout the two-hour 
radio session Herm 


PATTY CAVIN’S SALUTI 

Director: Everett Severe 

45 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri,, 12:15 p.m. 

Participating 

WRC-NBC, Washington, D.C. 
fly ‘ ic pre 

Lie niiii l Inpow 


Linerican tal 


as it aifects the A } \ 
is that rare local show. It has not 


only won the attention of the net- 
work, but segmenis of it are to be 
used on NBC. It is only natural 
that the company headed by Gen 
Sarnoifl, chairman of the National 
Security Training Commission, 
should have more than passing in- 
terest in the subject of military 
manpower. But series itself, as it 
emerged under the capable crafts- 
manship of WRC temmecaster Pat- 
ty Cavin, merits wide distribution 
and careful listening, 

Series, carried within the frame- 
work of the daily 45-minute WRC 
feature, “Patty Cavin Show,’ 
roamed all over the field in its ef- 

(Continued on page 38) 


, 


four | 


Except for-a rous- | 


FIVE STAR MATINEE 
| With David Wayne, Joyce Gordon, 

Lyle Sudrow, Karl Swenson, Nel- 

son Olmsted, Peter Lazer 
Producer: John Cleary 
Director: Keh MacGregor 
Writers: Jack Cautcher, 

Cenedella, Earl Hamner 

George Lefferts 
| 30 Mins., Mon.-Fri., 3 p.m. 
Sustaining 
NBC, from New York 

The soap-opera apparently con- 
tinues to be the most important in 
the daytime listening scheme, many 
years having gone by with little 
occuring to disturb that theory. In 
the case of NBC, the aim indicated 
is to make these soapers bigger, 
with a name narrator-host, and 
having stories based upon the 
works of well-known writers. 

On initial try on “Five Star 
Matinee” Monday (30), the results 
seem to indicate that the net effect 
will be virtually the same as any 
afternoon strip, even with the 
gaudier trappings. First story, 
“Night of the Execution” was based 
on a yarn by Faith Baldwin, and 
adapted for radio by George Lef- 
ferts. Here’s a sweet dame, mar- 
ried to a fitstclass Simon Legree, 
who would turn her out into the 
cold and take the children from 
her on the basis of framed evi- 
dence. She wishes he were dead 
and sure enough, the guy obliges, 
and she spends the rest of her life 
|'doing penance after one of the 
'stablehands confesses that he 
cashed the gent in. But, as it turns 
out, he did it to get the wife off 
the hook. The drama is turgid, the 
plot hackneyed and the rhetoric 1s 
swollen, Despite all the dressing, 
it’s gaited a few notches below the 
mental level of what now goes on 
in the name of the soaps. 

Joyce Gordon played the suffer- 
ing and Lyle Sudrow the sadistic 
husband in the ten-twent-thirt 
vein. David Wayne contributes lit- 
tle as narrator host and the cliches 
of the proceedings are stressed 
even more in the production ana 
direction. 


Robert 
} 





Jose. 


| JAZZ UNDER THE STARS 

With Sidney Gross, Duke Ellington 
| Orch, Chico Hamilton Quintet, 
| others 

Producer: Gross 
| Director: Tom Shea 
55 Mins., Sat. (28), 10:05 p.m. 
ABC, from Bridgeport, Conn. — 

ABC Radio picked up a 55-min- 
| ute portion of the Connecticut Jazz 
Festival at Fairfield University, 
|Conn., Saturday (28) that was so-so 
| jazz and bad radio. Sidney Gross, 
lwho does a Sabbath morning Jazz 
stint on ABC, stepped in as produ- 
cer and emcee of this special. He 
had problems in making audio 
sense out of the doings, that’s ap- 
parent. 

First off. there wasn’t much va- 
riety. Most of the music was done 
iby a hot ’n’ cold combo, the Chico 
Hamilton Quintet, whose reliance 
l'on drum solos made a garble of 
the music for a radio aud. There 
were a few numbers by a sweet- 
voiced gal name of Barbara Lee, 
but she wasn’t strong enough to 
represent jazz to a national audi- 
ence, The Duke of Ellington, who 
got n award from the Interna- 
tional Rescue Committee on the 
program for his music work 
abroad. closed out the 55-minuter, 
but he wasn’t on long enough with 
his music to make a deep impres- 
Slo! 

What might have 
for a radio audience 
yreater cross-section ol! 
available at the colle fete. And 
Gross could have done more to 
have musicians ready to segue 
|smoothly from one number to the 
next, even if he had to tape some 
of the music in advance, Art. 


served better 
would be a 


the talent 
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THE FITZGERALDS 

With Ed and Pegeen Fitzgerald 
Producer: Steve White 

Director: Allin Robinson 

30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 2:30 p.m. 
Participations 

WRCA, New York 


Ed Fitzgerald, out a year because 
of illness, has rejoined his wife in 
this weekday afternoon half-hour 
strip, and the veteran Mr. & Mrs. 
team offer a light, warm talkfest. 


the weighty side, no complex or 
provoking issues, but in a very 
professional style they glean over 
the bon bons of news, ideas and 
books in a manner which should 
be enjoyable to the distaff side at 
home. 


For their afternoon stint Monday 
(30), their good judgment in what 
to talk about was evident. In the 
opening—after the weekend—they 
light into the problem of how to 
travel on the road, a nightmare 
problem to millions of New York- 
ers who spend hours in weekend 
traffic jams. Much time on the 
preem was also spent on the book 
“For the Love of A King,” written 
by the wife of the deposed Yugo- 
slay monarch. Ed Fitzgerald ‘thas 
pretty strong feelings on the pit- 
able lot of this royal household. 

Pegeen lent a homey touch ina 





number of interludes. Because he 
was away so long, Ed, perhaps 
rightfully, had much of the mike 


time on the initialer. The team, 
one of the first on radio, also is 
subbing for vacationing Tex and 


Jinx on WRCA’s evening ‘“‘Week- 
days at the Waldorf” show. 
Horo. 





THREESCORE AND FIVE 
| With H. V. Kaltenborn, others 
Producer: Dorothy Culbertson 
| Director: George Voutsas 
| Writers: Harold Blum, 
Weich 
|30 Mins.; Wed., 10:30 p.m. 
|NBC, from New York 
An interesting, informative and 
well produced series on the prob- 
lems of the aged has been turned 
'out by NBC, in association with the 
Twentieth Century Fund. Veteran 
commentator H. V. Kaltenborn, 
|apparently feeling a good deal of 


William 


| 


| empathy with those threescore and | 
| 


five and over, does a fine job. 


| The preem deals with the topic 
'of income for older 
| series, 
same 

|tupics ranging from health to par- 
|ticipation in community life. The 
| initialer indicates that this is top- 


to be aired on the net the 


|done with insight and a dramatic 
sense. A minor weakness seems to 
|be too much use of statistical in- 
'formation. The program, as 
dicated by the preem, has enough 


imaterial to offer, without going 
heavy on abstract statistics. A few 


significant figures would suffice. 

Highlighted in the preem were 
transcriptions of Kaltenborn inter- 
views with aged people from many 
walks of life and from many areas 
in the country. Additionally, Kal- 
tenborn canvassed the program of 
the U.S. Social Security Adminis- 
tration by talking with the agency’s 
commissioner. Interviews were 
held with an, AFL-CIO official 
and a pension administrator of 
Consolidated Edison, a public utili- 
ty which has its own pension plan. 
The ‘ntary. interviews and 
ranscription added up to a survey- 
in-depth which proved provocative 
and enlightening 

NBC's New York flagship WRCA 
is carrying the series on Thursdays 
at 9:30, instead of Wednesdays at 
10:30-on the remainder of the net. 
| Horo. 


comm 


+ 
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Recollections at 30 lived); Frank Lynch tenoring (he 
Ed Herlihy’s “Recollections at |! Keller Sisters & Lynch later) 
»30.” regular NBC 30-minute Thurs- | WaS part of Bernie’s “Lads.” All 
day night slot to commemorate that |CoMbined into a warm package. 
network’s 30 years of broadcasting, | Bob Howard was credited for di- 
nostalgic interlude which /|recting. Undoubtedly the rest of 
hould make a good album, prop-, ‘"e series Is a trove ol fine material 
edited. It has all the ingredi- | tor turther albuming Abel. 
ents for a good package and NBC's — : 


RCA Victor should send 


SUDSIGLary 


for the tapes and do something | 
With it as a permanent memento, 
practically as it has been edited 
and emceed by Herlihy. On this 
stint the listener is asked if he 
recalls “when they did-tap-danc- 
ing on radio” and Ken Christy's 


NBC Minstrels are paraded, with 
just that stint. 


| John J. Anthony’s “advice”; 
‘Fibber McGee & Molly’s “Old- 
timer” routine; Kate Smith, in ex- 
j cellent voice with her “This Is 
Real”; Ben Bernie “and all the 
| Lads” in a characteristic pot-pourri 
{(which conjures up what a terrific 
; tv personality “the ole 
jwould have made today, had he 


maestro” 


So They Say 
In geiting the flavor and almost 


the smell of war from selected 
tape recordings made during the 
| Korean conflict, intelligibility suf- 


| fered 
CBS 


somewhat in this special 
“So They Say” broadcast 
aired Friday (27) evening from 
9:30 p.m. to 9:55 p.m. The sound 
of exploding shells and firearms 
| were so loud in sequences as to 
| muffle the words of the G.I., or 
ithe commeniator. 

But time and again the clear 
voice of CBS’ United Nations cor- 
respondent Larry LeSeuer came 
| through as narrator to bridge the 
moments which may have been 
(Continued on page 38) 


What they have to say isn’t on) 


people and | 
ithe subsequent seven shows in the | 


time on Wednesdays, covers | 


inotch public service programming, | 


in- | 


Pore? 





From the Production Centres 


i 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


New York indie WLIB began a series of broadcasts on Sunday (29) 
of recorded lectures produced at the U. of Michigan on “American 
Negro History in the Arts, Sciences and Professions” . . . Mutual’s 
| “Footnotes to Medical History” has received United Cerebral Palsy’s 
| distinguished public service award Senate Republican leader 
William F. Knowland was Mutual’s “Reporters Roundup” guest Mon- 
day (30) . .. Marian Young Tay!or will celebrate her 15th anni as 
WOR’s “Martha Deane” today (1) Martin Starr, Mutual’s Holly- 
wood commentator, will emcee the fifth annual “Miss Westchester” 
contest. 

Former WOV latenight deejay Leigh Kamman has returned to the 
midwest where he was once a VaRIeETy stringer to take hold of a large 
ayem segment of airtime on WLOL, Minneapolis-St. Paul . .. Jo 
Ranson, chief of publicity for WMGM, returned last week from a New 
Hampshire vacation with his mitt in a cast; dislocated in a gas station 
fall . . . Robert Pauley to sales and sales development at CBS Radio 
after Benton & Bowles stint . Claude Frazier, managing director 
a. WAGA Radio (Atlanta) and Jim Baiiey, similarly titled at WSPD 
(Toledo), return to their respective homeports after powwows with 
the boys at Storer Broadcasting’s main N. Y. headquarters .. . 
Douglass Parkhirst of CBS Radio’s “Road of Life,” starring in “Seven 
Year Itch” at the Long Beach (L.I.) summer theatre WRCA’s 
Kerneth Banghart, who lost his mother last week, returns to newscast 
duties Monday (6) . Other CBS Radio strawhat circuiters: Elizae 
beth Lawrence (“This Is Nora Drake”) in Pocono (Pa.) Playhouse 
| rendition of “The Rainmaker”; Bernard Grant (“Aunt Jenny”) to 
| Beverly, Mass., for series of roles at Northshore Music Theatre . 
| CBS Radio sales manager, William D. Shaw, is off to Bermuda for 
| three weeks ... Alan Jay, WNYC staffer who sidelines as announcer 
|for WOR’s “Church World News,” doing hairwave (Bonat) spots . 
Jay Barney taped three weeks of “Helen Trent” in advance in order 
| to meet two-week stint on active duty as reserve Lt. Colonel in the 
| Signal Corps; just finished lead on “Modern Romances” . Jack 
Sterling and frau expecting in November ... Galen Drake, who like 
| Sterling is among WCBS ranks, to Maine. 
| Chuck Barris, a participant in NBC's executive training program, 
|has joined network sales as junior salesman. ... Singing comedienne 
June Carter will be starred for four weeks beginning Aug. 11 on the 
Prince Albert segment of “Grand Ole Opry,’’ NBC radio. She will 
' take over the emcee assignment of Minnie Pearl, who will be filling a 
| series of personal appearances during August. . 

... Three CBS newsmen have obtained visas from Communist Hun- 

Three CBS newsmen have obtained visas from Communist Hun- 
gary to cover a meeting of the World Council of Churches in Budapest 
on Saturday (4). Ernest Leiser, currently chief CBS news correspond- 
ent in Germany, and technicians Gernot Anderle and Jerry Schwarzt- 
kopf, will temporarliy leave their posts in Bonn for the assign- 
ment, 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Robert D. Wolfe, onetime Hollywood head of Kenyon & Eckhardt, 
assumes a like portfolio with the Grey agency setting up shop on the 
Coast. For the past year he repped the commission house . . . 
Radio station KDON, Salinas-Monterey, Cal., was sold for $225,000 
'Glen Stadler and Clark Fee Art Linkletter was Gov. “Goodie” 
Knight’s choice as toastmaster at the Governor’s Ball during the 
GOP convention in Frisco. “Link,” incidentally, does his first filmed 
| dramatic role as star of “The Big Shoot’ on General Electric Theatre. 
Frank Tashlin writes and directs Benton & Bowles’ tv topper 
Tom McDermott in Hollywood to look over the firni's two new Friday 
shows—‘Zane Grey Theatre” and “West Point” . Back among his 
old haunts for a fortnight is David Broekman, music director of ‘“‘Wide 
Wide World” . Art Jarrett, who was singing and plunking a guitar as 
|far back as the old Ziegfeld days, heads up hour daily strip on 
KNXT Clark George, new headman at KNXT, was guest at a 
pouring by his host of friends in the trade. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Newsman Austin Kiplinger is departing the Chi radio-tv scene to 
move to Washington, D.C., Sept. 1 to join his dad’s newsletter and 
mag operation. . NBC farm specialist Everett Mitchell shepherd- 
ing a delegation of U.S. farmers on a junket to Russia. Milt Bliss 
subs on his Saturday “Farm & Home Hour” and the morning strip on 
WNBQ.... Herb Futran added to the writing staff on Pat Buttram’s 
Wrigley-bankrolled CBS daytimer. ... WGN using direct reports fron 
an observation plane for its Sunday traffie bulletins. . Ed Farron 
subbing on WBBM’s “Music Til Dawn” while Jay Andres and family 
hit the road for a couple of weeks. . Whatever happened to 
WNBQ’s Tommy Tint? For the 23d year, WLS’ National Barn 
Dance troupe will appear at the Illinois State Fair Aug. 11, Singer- 
composer Stuart Hamblen will be on hand as special guest. ... Dodge 
has turned over six fresh-from-the-factory station wagons .to the ABC 
convention contingent for shuttle service use at the Democratic shin- 
dig which starts Aug. 13... . Jim Mills working two afternoon dee- 
jay strips on WMAQ.... Russell Wittberger new salesman at WISN, 
Milwaukee, and Herman Schneider ditto at WISN-TV. . . Allan 
David's “Spotlight On Talent” bows Saturday night (4) on WGN-TV 
for Don Ross’ Lincoln Park Buick. 


IN CLEVELAND... 


WGAR’s Bill McColgan named to do sportcasting at All-Stars Game 
in Chicago. Big Wilson started (30) new series of song-chatter 
10-minute telecasts KYW at 11:20 p.m. . Pat Ferko, ex-WNBK 
named May Co. fashion coordinator. . WERE’s Bob West authored 
poem for American Weave Marjorie Harbaugh, song-lady fea- 
tured on Tom Haley’s KYW-TV daily stint, leaving for matrimony i 
Denver. ... Ron Bacon, KYW-TV, succeeded Joe Tanski as president 
of Radio-TV Guild for Westinghouse stations. . WGAR'’s Hal Mor- 
gan playing diplomat’s role in Musicarnival’s “Call Me Madam”, 
WEOL’s Kenny Vincent proposing Lorain name Lake View Park aft: 
ate native Admiral Ernest J. King. ... WEWS featuring teenage) 
in Red Feather agencies in noon show. ... Don Elliott, onetime NB¢ 
staffer, now with Wilding Picture Productions, Inc, 


‘ 


IN BOSTON... 


Arlene Francis and WBZ-TV entertain the Boston press at a clam- 
bake in Cotuit Wed. (1) in connection with ‘Home,’ NBC-TV show, 
being televised from Provincetown, Cotuit and Coonamessett (1-2-3) 
Fran Corcoran, WBZ-TV p. r. director, is bringing Hub tv editors to 
Cotuit in Volkswagon busses. Dave Rodman, former program 
director and announcer at WEIM, Yankee web’s affiliate in Fitchbure 
for seven years, joined Yankee’s announcing staff at WNAC this week 
after winning out over 57 announcers auditioning for the post. 
|Barbara Bridges, WEEI p. r. secretary, married to Roger Preston; 
June Walker, engineering dep’t sec, eagaged; Margaret Donovan, sec 
to gen. mgr. Harvey J. Struthers, planning Sept. wedding and honey- 
moon in Europe; Joe Cullinane, sales promosh mgr., to be married in 
Jan.; his asst., John K. Mullaney, becomes a benedict in Oct. ... Mor- 
gan Baker, “Sunrise Salute’’ and Housewives Protective League,” 
j (Continued on page 38) 

















ow =O 21 mm 26 taut Gh DO & ob 


a a a 


amg ™ &o-, 





ws 


























Wednesday, August 1, 1956 


VARTETY 


RADIO-TELEVISION 








TV Sets Biggest 
Cost Factor In 
US. Recreation 


July 31. 
spent ove® 


Washington, 
The American public : 


$13.000,000.000 on all types of rec-| and pie rights are being kept intact 


yeation last year, the largest share 
going to the purchase of radio and 
television sets, records and musical 
instruments. Figures have _ just 


BBC-TV DRAMA AS 
LEGITER FOR FALL: 


London, July 31. 
Under a deal closed last week 
' Rodney Ackland’s teleplay, ‘The 
Seddons,” featured on BBC-TV last 
month is to be adapted for stage 
presentation and will go out under 
the H. M. Tennent banner in the 


| fall. 


ifor the time being. 


oe compiled by the U.S. Dept. | 


f Commerce, 


‘The public plunked down $2,360.- 
000,000 for the purchases, w th the 


large bulk of the money going for | 


tv sets. In addition, another £664,- 
000,000 was spent on repairs of ra- 
dio and video receivers. 

While tv continued in the fore- 
front, there were signs of a come- 
back for motion pictures. The pub- 


lic bought $1,286.000,000 worth of | 


tickets to film houses last year, 
the best record in the 
five years. 

Attendance at legit and opera 
also ciimbed last year, with $221,- 
steiay spent for tickets. It, too, 

is the ‘best year in the past four 
or ‘five. The major spectator sports 

—baseball, football, etc..—grossed 
$231, 000,000. Other 
spending ranged from the pur- 
chase of books, magazines and 

sheet music, to garden seeds, 
pleasure boats, toys and betting at 
the pari mutuels, 


TV Profit 























past four or | 
| tors, whose work I have seen be- 


The deal, agented by Eric Glass, 
called for rejection of screen ofiers 


Frith Banbury 
currently casting “‘The Diary of 
Anne Frank,” (also for Tennent), 
is to stage “The Seddons.”’ 

For the time being the Glass 
agency will veto aJl moves for an 
American telecast of the play, al- 
though existing contracts permit a 


BBC repeat within 12 months of | 


the original production. 











‘Bewildered Viewer’ 


——aa Continued from page 24 Qo 





wilders me to see this. Especially 
since there are several Negro ac- 


fore, whom I would like to see 
again. (Why not give us viewers 
a chance to get tired of them, if 
we would, just as we get tired of 
those few 


actors we see on every | 


|}channel, every program, every hour | 


recreation | 


caw CONtinued from page | Qo | 
| es known. What's the trouble here? 


outlets. Of the 149 which lost 
money, 57 were UHF and 12 were 
pre-freeze VHF stations. 

Protits of 93 pre-freeze VHF 


by networks) totaled $81,900,000 
and accounted for about 55% of 
e industry’s earnings. In 1954 

se outlets earned a total of 
$67,600.000 and accounted for 
about 75% of the industry’s prof- 


The report was notable in that 
marked the first year in which 
e post-freeze VHF _ stations 
rded an aggregate profit. The 
225 VHF outlets which reported on 
eir 1955 operations made $4,- 
000. In the previous year the 
177 VHF stations which reported 
fered an overall loss of $3,- 
) OOO, 
While the UHF stations as a 
le continued to lose money, 
their losses were substantially re- 


duced in 1955. The 103 ultra highs 
\ reported on last year’s» op- 
¢ ons lost a total of $4,500,000. 
In 1954, when 125 U’s reported, 
their losses aggregated $10,000,000. 


of every week?) When I talk about 
this with my frie of 





whom feel the same way—they al- | 


ways suggest that we write to The 
Powers That Be and say that we 
enjoyed so-and-so’s 
and would like to see that actor 
again. We write. It never seems 
to do any good. 
ways Said that tv is trying to please 
the public and will give it what it 
wants if it will only make its wish- 


Im not asking for Negro actors— 


| good or bad—all over the lot. 1 


am asking to be allowed to see and 


: | enjoy a good actor (no matter what 
stations (other than those owned | 


color he is) in a good play more 
than once in a blue moon! 

My brother-in-law gives me all 
kinds of reasons why this can’t be 

. none of which*Satisfy me. For 
one thing, he tells me that the 
buying South won't like if Well, 
there is good deal that is demo- 
cratic that the buying South won't 
like, and—on the other hand—it is 
being proven right this minute that 
part of the South has democratic 
ideals which show up Northern hy- 
pocrisy. Why doesn’t tv take a 


chance and appeal to that part of 


Some stations which got on the | 


air last year got in the black, ac- 
cording to the report. Of 55 outlets 
\ ch re ported on only part ot 
year’s operations, 10 recorded 
profits. They were all V’s. 
Q 

oO 


Of the 187 post-freeze VHF sta- 


~ 


t which were in operation all 
Of 1955, the report showed that 
l made money. Of 92 UHF out- 
if which were in operation the 
full year, 28 reported profits. How- 


ever, two stations in this group 
sequently went off the air. 


~~ 





Chicago — Ruthrauff & 
Chi radio-tv director 
lerson awarded 


Ryan’s 
George B., 
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| tions not 
|refusal and 


the enlightened South and let the 
rest go hang? 
Natalie Fuller Shean. 





~ ‘More Telefilm’ 


————a Continued from page 29 =. 


also was reflected in the report. 
Only 8.3% stated they telecast a 
feature once, while 62.7% said 
twice, 23.4% three times and 2.8% 
five times. Asked in light of the 
fresh feature packages becoming 
available, what their plans are, a 
rising 17.9% of the stations stated 
they would use features only once 
and a declining 52.4% twice and 
16.6% three times. 

Regarding repeat runs of tele- 
films, 77% of the tv stations were 
found to use reruns. Of those Sta- 
using repeats, sponsor 
station policy rather 


| than ratings were found to be the 
| primary causes. 


veepee chev-| 


Asied whether local 
for films are seasonal, 57.2% re- 


performance 


And yet, it’s al- | 


demands | 


sponded yes while 42.8% put them- | 
selves in the negative column. Of | 
| those replying in the affirmative, 
ithe fall season, as expected, was 


found to be the most popular. 
Taking a look into the local ad- 


vertising ‘picture for juvenile ap- | 


| peal programs, the 


that 65.5% of the respondents had 


|from one to five local advertisers 





sponsoring juvenile’ syndicated 
films. 12.5% of the statiens had 


and only 11% 
none of such advertisers. 

ABC’s report, just completed, 
will be mailed to all stations par- 
ticipating in the survey. 


TOM MOORE TO CBS FILMS 

Thomas Moore was named to the 
post of general sales manager at 
CBS Film Sales to fill the vacancy 
made a few days ago by Wilbur Ed- 
wards, who moved over to Encyclo- 
paedia Films in a high exec ¢ca- 
pacity. Moore has been head of 
the L. A. sales office for the syndi- 
cator. 

Moore starts in the job at the 
middle of the month. 





survey found | 


six or more of these advertisers | 
of the stations had | 
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; 
\ | SAN FRANCISCO KGO-TV 
‘NEW YORK wceBs-TV 145% / 
4 AUDIENCE COMPOSITION [ 
ii MEN WOMEN CHILDREN i 
Hi) ATLANTA 10 20 70 
| WASHINGTON 20 30 50 
: (AGAINST “MICKEY MOUSE CLUB"IN BOTH MARKETS) 


pe 


COMEDY BUILDS 
|. AUDIENCE!” 


\ MY LUNE ||| 
|| MARGIE” VE 





J] CLEVELAND 
||} BALTIMORE 


**CHICAGO — ANY QUESTIONS? 
CALL THE MAN FROM OFFICIAL! 


i] 
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CLEVELAND 65% 
st.touis 60% 


PEORIA 
BOSTON 




























LOOK AT THESE AUDIENCE COMPOSITION ' 
wire *ARB REPORTS — 1955-56 MEN WOMEN CHILOREN 
GAINS IN AUDIENCE aie ee “ * iy. 
... ALL REGISTERED st. LOUIS 17 32 51 
WHEN STATIONS | 


RE-PROGRAMMED 
DAYTIME WITH 
MARGIE"! 





ALWAYS 
LEAVES EM’ 


won-TV 2210% j/, 
KyW-tV, 910% |] | 
weal-1V 775% | ie 
430% | | - 

















LOOK AT THE SHARE i 
OF AUDIENCE “MY HERO” PULLS Hie 


73% | 


LAUGHING! 
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in markets of every size 
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LOOK AT THE AUDIENCE 2 dy WITH 
COMPOSITION AND RATINGS FOR “WILLY” 


MEN WOMEN —— CHILDREN + 
CLEVELAND 20 29 51 Ce RATHER 














ST. LOUIS 14 27 59 | THE “STU ERWIN SHOW” RATES 


CLEVELAND 13.6% ST. LOUIS 12.1% | IN SHARE OF AUDIENCE 
Station “B”’ 4.9% Station “B” 5.2% 


Station "C’” -4.4% CHICAGO won-tv 35% 
*ARB REPORTS — 1955-56 0 
DETROIT WXYZ-1V 33% 


HOUSTON KcuL-TvV 56% 


IT WAS N OKLAHOMA City KWIv 57% 
GR E AT AT TH E LINCOLN-OMAHA KOLN-TYV 64% 
PALA CE AUDIENCE COMPOSITION 


MEN WOMEN CHILDREN 


N ITS GREAT PHOENIX KPHO-TV 15 30 55 
(AGAINST ‘MICKEY MOUSE CLUB") 


: *ARB REPORTS — 1955-56 
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Television Chatter 


New York 


When Arlene Francis does her 
home show from Dennis, Mass., to- 
morrow (2), she’ll have as her guest 
actress Lili Darvas, widow of play- 
wright Ferene Molnar. Miss Dar- 
vas will be playing the role of the 
Dowager Empress in “Anastasia” 
at the Cape Playhouse in Dennis 
at the time... Barbara Ruick, 
who'll be starred in “Plain and 
Fancy” at the Westbury Music Fair 
for two weeks beginning Aug. 20, 
will be seen on tv the week of Aug. 
8 in “Crackup,” the 20th-Fox pro- 
duction .. . Wiil Rogers Jr.’s “Good 
Morning” tv’er has Alan Freed, 
rock 'n’ roll deejay from WINS, | 
N.Y., as a guest today (Wed.) ... 
Mike Wailace taking a week hiatus 
from his WABD news chores... 
Bob Downing will act for Kraft to- 
night (Wed.) ... WRCA-TV news- 
caster Reger Bowman does all of 
the “Today in New York” five- 
minute stanzas; they are on three 
times nightly ... WRCA flack John 
O’Keefe vacationing ... Betty 
Furness is the one with a secret on 
“I've Got a Secret” tonight (Wed.) | 

. Bud Austin, former prexy of 
Austin TV Associates, to Goodson- 
Todman as general sales manager 





station, hosting Lt. Commander 
Boyd Hempen, who helmed one of 
the rescue ships at the Andrea 
Doria scene last week ... “Ding 
Dong School,” the Frances Hor- 
wich stanza, has its 1,000th NBC 
telecast Friday (3); Dr. Horwich 
hasr’t missed a single show in the 
three years, 10_months... Pino and 
Fedora Bontempi, WABC-TV Sat- 
urda’ airers, become #¢randparents 
for first time: Fedora to visit her 
daughter and granddaughter this 
week in Las Vegas, where son-in- 
law pilots jets . . . Lynn Gibbs, 
who until now headed her own 
flackery, joins Trident Films as di- 
rector of flack-promotion. 














Radio Reviews 


=a Continued from page 34 jee 
fort to pinpoint the complex prob- 
lem of the reason for the drift of 
trained personnel from the armed 
services to private industry. There 
was logic and good showmanship 
in the progression of the series— 
from interviews with top men in 
the Depariment of Defense; with 
Gen. Lewis Hershey, director of 
Selective Service; with leaders in 
... Foamland, U.S.A., a chain store | industry; right through ‘o talks 
group in N.Y. and L.L, is bankroll-| with the heads of the different 
ing the return to WABD of Gregg services and with the men them- 
Juarez as “decor analyst”... ABC-' selves. Always the problem was 
TV finally uncovered vacationing | translated in terms of its effect on 
13-year-old Patti Lee, after a quick | the family of the man in uniform. 
two-day search of upper N.Y. State; Show caught, at end of series, 
kid was chosen by Disney as a for example, took the form of a 
Mousketeer for next season’s| “salute to the U.S. Marine Corps.” 
“Mickey Mouse Club,” but she had/ Treatment, which followed the 
to make it by Thursday (26) last;| pattern of the series, combined 
radio affils in Poughkeepsie and | straight interview with drama, on- 
Endicott finally reached the juve! the-scene excitement and sounds, 
performer . .. Robin Morgan, Je-| and deft musical background and 
rome Cowan, Warren Berlinger and | bridges. Since the theme was mil- 
Polly Rowles star in “Kiss and itary, music fit in especially well, 
Tell” on Alcoa Sunday (5)...)and lent interest and color to 
Week later, Aug. 12, NBC’s “At-| show, besides avoiding the pitfalls 
Jantic City Holiday” Sunday spec | of overlong dialog. 

will offer Polly Bergen, Jack Car-| Tie Marine segment included 
ter, Bill Haley and Comets, Jona-| commands by a drill instructor at 
than Winters, Pat Boone, Rocky! tho Marine base at San 
Graziane ... Ten-year-old Beverly particularly timely bit in view of 











Lunsford has signed for a part on! the current Parris Island probe, 
the afternoon 3 minute CBS serial | plus activity around the base 
Edge of Night.” And on Monday | swimming pool, to accent recre- 


(6) she again appears on the new 
Ernie Kovacs NBC nighttime va- 
riety show She recently finished 


ational facilities. The actual voices 
of the men and instructor, plus the 
=e wea) chanting of. “Honey Babe,” the 
doing a part in RKO's “Brave To-| Leathernecks’ unofficial. marching 
morrow _Anita Ekberg to ap-| song, added interest and variety. 
pear On the Frankie Laine tv show An interview with Brig. Gen. 
tonight (1), James Berkley, Assistant Chief-of 

Joanne Gilbert will be guesting Staff of the Corps, accented the 
on the first of Frankie Carle’s| serious loss of trained personnel, 
NBC-TV skein next Tuesday (7) at | after the investment of large sums 
7:30 p.m. .., George (Superman | of money for this training. Though 
Reeves coming east next week to/| the longterm advantages of service 
promote the muscle-bound hero life, contrasted to the lure of high- 
who telefilms via WABC-TV ...|)er pay in private industry, was 
Janet Tyler, weather gal for same pointed up, it is to Mrs. Cavin’s 


credit that, at all times, both sides 
of the picture were shown. 

A visit to Quantico, the Marine 
School in Virginia, wrapped up 
show with interviews with the cap- 
tain of a student platoon: with a 


femme Marine trainee; and finally | 


with a technical sergeant, a for- 
mer commercial radio rep, now in 
the Marines as a radio-tv corres- 
pondent. - | 

Show, with its careful attention | 
to detail, its painstaking research, 
its newsworthines, plus a dramatic 





documentary quality, rates kudos 
for la Cavin, who conceived and) 
executed the idea, as well as for | 
director Everett Severe, and vet | 
newsman Baukhage, who served as 
special consultant. Flor. 





|; area, 
Diego, a! 











Radio Follow Up 


ame Continued from page 4 Coe 


lost by the noise-making level of | 
grim warfare. 

The program, commemorating 
the third anniversary of the Ko- 
rean armistice which went into ef- 
fect just three years ago, was a 
shocking and dramatic reminder 
of the first U.N. war. The tape 
recordings and LeSeuer’s commen- 
tary vividly portrayed the battles 
and the truce period. 

A brief recording of President 
Eisenhower’s message at the termi- 
nation of the conflict opened the 
program. Additionally, recorded 
interviews with Army Chief of 
Staff Maxwell Taylor and General 
Matthew B. Ridgway (U.S.A., Ret.) 
attempted to answer the question 
of the lessons which the U. S. 
should have learned from the Ko- 
rean war. Gen. Ridgway felt the 
Communists should never be trust- 
ed and Gen. Taylor put an accent 
on preparedness. The program 
wound up with a statement by 
South Korea’s representative and 
a transcribed on-the-spot record by 
a CBS correspondent in South 
Korea. 

All in all, the program added up 











to a dramatic documentary of the 
conflict and a cogent looksee at | 
some of the problems which must | 
be faced up to in that troubled 
Horo. 


| 
| 


7 | 
Nathan | 


| 




















=e CONtinued from page 29 


first-run product’ in syndication 
today. The producer of a series 
should emerge in the profit column 
after his product has been in syndi- 
cation for a year,” the exec opined. | 

MCA-TV Film Syndication is 
about to begin production, via 
Revue, of the new Rod Cameron 
series, “State Trooper’; resumes 
production on the Rosemary 
Clooney series in about a month; | 
and also has “Dr. Hudson's Secret 
Journal” in production. 

















Producers of 








SAPPHIRE FILMS LTD 


“THE ADVENTURES OF ROBIN HOOD” 
“THE ADVENTURES OF SIR LANCELOT” 
“THE BUCCANEER” 


NETTLEFOLD STUDIOS, WALTON-ON-THAMES, ENGLAND 














|Prompter, according to announcement here over weekend. 


' 


| WRCA-TV, 
| Saturdays, and on WPIX, 7:30 to 


| wili be seen on WPIX in the fall 


' ° . . ” 4 
|sored ‘Science Fiction Theatre” is 
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From the Production Centres 


Continued from page 34 Gan 


WEEI, on vacash. Wally O’Hara, subbing. ... WEEI returns two 
pop programs at times “better suited” this week. Peter Potter’s 
“Juke Box Jury” now skedded from 7:05 to 7:55 p.m. on Saturdays. 
“Romance,” formerly on Saturdays from 12:05 to 12:30 shifts to 9:05 
to 9:50 p.m. Changes affect the locally produced “Q’n A” on Satur- 














| days from 7:05 to 7:30 p.m., being shifted to Sundays, 9:30 to 9:55 p.m, 


with Charles Ashley, moderator. ... WDVA’s Sherm Feller boarded 
a coastguard cutter to get on the spot news of the Andrea Doria- 
Stockholm collision. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO .... 


KQED, Frisco’s educational tv station, expects to move its transmitter 
and antenna to San Bruno Mountain in San Mateo County in mid- 
September, thus greatly improving reception in the. western half of 
the city. Site is adjacent to the present KRON (NBC) transmitter and 
should give Channel 9 a big boost in audience, says general manager 
James Day ....New general manager of KNTV, San Jose, is Fran 
Conrad, who succeeds Douglas Kahle ... Terry Hatch is new KNBC 
salesman—he previously represented Ziv TV in Northern California 
.. . Richard Simmons, “Sgt. Preston of the Yukon,” helped pep up a 
Quaker Oats sales meeting in Frisco . KBAK-TV, Bakersfield, 
joined the CBS net ...KSFO salesman Jim Brown’s been named 
assistant commercial manager at the indie radio outlet ... New CBS- 
TV salesman is Robert Perez, up from KNXT, Los Angeles ... Peter 
Potter’s “Juke Box Jury” bowed into Northern California over KPIX 

. . Jim Eakins, president of the Northern California Academy of 
Television, is recovering from a broken collar bone and face cuts 
suffered in an auto accident ... Earl Jay Watson is new sales manager 
of KOVR-TV, Stockton. 


[IN PHILADELPHIA ... 


“Big Top,” WCAU-TV’s weekly circus spectacular, will go outdoors 
for the first time when it appears at the Louisville State_Fair—Sept. 
7 and 8. Charles Vanda and Jack Sterling will fly back from Louis- 
ville after Friday show to do network television fronr Phila. on Sat. 
and return to Louisville after teevee program ... “I Hear America 
Singing” program conceived by Richard Burdick, managing director 
of WHTY-TV, will be presented live here on Channel 35 after sta- 
tion’s bow in October, then distributed on kinescope to 25 other edu- 
cational station’s throughout the country ... Mrs, Alexandria Best, 
former hostess for Convention and Visitors Bureau, has joined sales 
staff of WFLM ... Ruth Welles, veteran broadcaster of WRCY (for- 
merly KYW) has resigned from that station to go to Phoenix. Plans 
to live closer to family and do some radio work at new location... 
Sam Elber, director of advertising and promotion at WPEN, resigned 
to accept similar post at WERE in Cleveland .. . Chief Halftown, sta- 
tion WFIL-TV star, leaves with new son, Jeff, and his dife, to vacation 
at Seneca Indian Reservation in New York, Chief’s former home... 
Ed Harvey, star of WCAU’s early morning program, will emcee the 


| show prior to the Philadelphia Eag!es’ intra-squad game at Hershey 


on Sunday, Aug. 5. Ginny Stephens and Harry Prime, station voca- 
lists, will be on hand for show. 


IN WASHINGTON ... 


William McAndrew, director of news for NBC, in for staff huddles 


i|and to brief newsmen on web’s coverage of political conventions. ... 
| WTOP-CBS radio-personality Mark Evans off for a film-aking junket 
'to Europe and Far East, with lineup of guests pinchhitting on his 


daily shows. . .. Suburban radio station WINX now operating full 
time. . WDDC-sponsored “Miss Washington” beauty contests cur- 
rently holding semi-finals at Carter Barron Amphitheatre. . NBC 
newsman Peter Hackes covering the McKeon court martial in Parris 
Island S.C. ... Curt Prior, merchandise manager for WRC-NBC, 
elected v.p. of Wheels, ad club for the food and grocery industry.... 
WTTG-Dumont televised Eastern Open Golf Tournament past week- 
end. ... Stan Karas, ex of WFMD, Frederick, Md., now program 
director for WRNC, Prince .Georges County, Md. William D. 
Gargan, Jr., has resigned as manager of West Coast offices of Tele- 
Gargan, 
former NBC program exec, did not reveal future plans, 


wk | WHTN-TV- 


mmm Continued from page 22 =e CHANNEL 13 
IT’S A SELLER’S MARKET, 
but we can give you 


the BIGGEST BUY yer! 


TIME: Now, while we're still new... 
with rates set to offer low cost per im- 
pression . . » choice availabilities are 
still open 


PLACE: Huntington — Ashiand — Charles. 
ton and Portsmouth Markets. The rich, 
prosperous, tri-state area of more than 
1,250,000 population conservatively meas- 
ured from mail responses. 


SCENE: WHTN-TV with the largest trans- 
mitting antenna in the world... 316,006 
watts of power for maximum effective 
coverage . .. @ built-in audience of more 
than 200,000 sets .. . popular basic ABC 
network programs, outstanding local live 
shows and top-notch films. " 
ACTION: Get on our “bandwagon” and 
g--0-w with us! After only one month of 
maximum power, Channel 13 showed 
36.8% audience increase over the first 
audience report, 


CALL US: Huntington,” West Virginia, 























include the Clairol-sponsored 
“Rosemary Clooney Show,” to be 
aired beginning in the fall on 
11:15 to 11:45 p.m.,, 


8 p.m., Wednesdays. ‘‘Foreign Le- 
gionnaire,” for Chunkies Candy, 


on Sunday evenings first-run and 
second-run Wednesday evenings at 
6:30. 

Currently, Emerson Drug’s spon- 


telecast by WRCA-TV, 7 to 7:30 
Fridays, followed by WPIX on 
Wednesday nights at 10:30. On 
“Stage 7,” for American Home 
Foods, it is first-run on WPIX 
Monday nights and second-run on 
WABD Thursday evenings. 


ABC Allocation Bid 


fen CONtinued from page 25 gaan 











field, Calif., Beaumont, Tex.,| |, /Ackson 5-7661, or our representatives: 
Shreveport, La., and Charlotte, 
N. C. 


Alternate plans are proposed to 
provide for four all-VHF or all- 
UHF stations in Miami and Jack- 
sonville, Fla. The Albany, N. Y., 
area would be assigned three VHF 
stations or be made all-UHF. New 
Orleans would be assigned three 
or four VHF channels or be made 
all-UHF. 

ABC said the plan “would pro- 
vide an interim solution which 
would be acceptable during the 
substantial period which must en- 
sue before the long-range proposals 
(for all-UHF) bear fruit.” 
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THE INSIDE STORY OF SUSIE... 
PRIVATE SECRETARY 


They (the public) laughed when she (Susie) sat down to type, and 








that is what we hoped would happen...and that was four years ago— 


but the thing that is important is that the public is still laughing. 





The place, CBS...the host, The American Tobacco Company...the 
agency, BBD&O...the name of the show,“PRIVATE SECRETARY” 
...the star, Ann Sothern...the producer, Jack CHERTOK... Altogether 
this happy combination has made “PRIVATE SECRETARY” one 


of TV’s most exciting and successful shows. 








The formula for a success of this kind is, of course, a cinch— 





anyone can do it (with the right combination) —all you need is: 











First, a good, sound, basic idea. Then find (and lock in a room) 
a dozen excellent writers (this is very important) and keep them at 
98.6° temperature. Also see to it that you are at least twenty scripts 


ahead of production at all times (this will help to prevent ulcers all 





around and tends to keep the agency boys nice and happy)...Then 





find a top star (but make sure she’s a real pro and knows her busi- 


ness...like Ann Sothern). Then get a good director (to be on the 





safe side better get a spare, directors have a tendency to break their necks in small 
sports cars), Next assemble a top flight technical crew (be sure the cameraman is a 


wizard)...then when you have all of these easy-to- 





find ingredients, turn them over toa producer (he 
should have the wisdom of Solomon, the wit of a Fred Allen and the ways of a 
Balkan diplomat) who understands how to subtly mix these highly volatile in- 
gredients week after week and then, presto! you’ve got it made...a hit show! 
The CHERTOK Company always follows the above formula with all its 


shows, and the results are, as you would expect, consistently high-rating, low 





cost shows with highly satisfied sponsors. 

With “PRIVATE SECRETARY” we’ve had a double success. On a first 
run basis under the title of “PRIVATE SECRETARY” we have a happy, satis- 
fied sponsor with The American Tobacco Company, and on a second run basis 
under the title of “SUSIE” we have many, many happy, satisfied sponsors from 
coast to coast. * 





Other Chertok Company projects in different stages of work include a new type ANTHOLOGY series . . . a series 
about a GAL PRESS AGENT starring Jan Sterling .. . a melodrama.of the sea (tentatively being called “CAPTAIN 
McQUEEN” ) and a cracker jack Western called “FRONTIER JUDGE” starring Leon Ames (The pilot on FRONTIER 
JUDGE is finished and ready for screening.) For quick details on any of these shows call HOllywood 3-5106. 


CHERTOK PRODUCTIONS 


, A CHERTOK - MAC NAMARA ENTERPRISE 
GENERAL SERVICE STUDIOS - HOLLYWOOD 38, CALIFORNIA 
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“Lux Theatre.” 

ABC-TV cameramen were over | 
the scene in airplanes from early 
Thursday morning on. Other ABC- | 
TV crews were standing by at Nan- 
tucket and Boston. WABC radio re- | 
mained on the air virtually all 
night. broadcasting bulletins soon 
atter news of the collision. 

Mutual utilized WOR’s “Flying 
Studio,’ manned by Bob Garrity, 


competing 


for on-the-spot coverage. Addi- | 
tionally. MBS newsmen John Scoit, | 
Harry Hennessey, Frank Singiser 


and Henry Gladstone implemented 
the air-borne reports with accounts 
from. piers, ships’ offices, Coast | 
Guard and Navy headquarters and 
rescue ships. 

Stations of the Westinghouse 
sroadessting Co., which recently | 
broke its affiliation with NBC, had 
their first big opportunity to utilize | 
their concept of offering localized | 
coverage of national news events. | 
Rod MacLeish, news director of. 
WBZ-WBZA, Boston and Spring- 
tield as soon as he got word set | 
up headquarters in Nantucket; in- 
terviewing Coast Guard pilots and 
others coming back from the col- 
lision scene. From early Thursday | 
morning on, he began sending | 
hourly reports by beeper phone | 
back to Boston, from whence they | 
were fed out to the other WBC | 
radio and tv stations. WBC con- | 
tinued its coverage of the story — 
as it reached New York, through 
a tie-up with WOV, whose presi- | 
dent, Morris Novik, was rescued 
fiom the Italian ship. 

New ‘ork indie WPIX sent its ; 
roving reporter John Tillman and | 
a newsreel film crew to the col-| 
lision scene, following this with a | 
“live” remote pickup of the dock- 
ing of the Ile de France. 

WOV’'s Ship-To-Shore Coverage 

On the radio side in N.Y., WOV | 
made a ship-to-shore contact with 
its president Morris Novik. 
Throughout the day, the Italian- | 


language station broadcast bul- 
letins and reported many calls 
from listeners who had velatives 
aboard the sunken vessel. | 

WOR highlighted special pro- | 
grams from Garrity’s “Flying 
Studio” and interview programs | 
with survivors. WMGM remained 


on the air 
plete 
tion, 


all night to give com- | 
details of the rescue opera- | 
New York Times’ WQXR, | 


| gency. 


supplied a 


|'to move channel 3 from 


| necticut 
| supporting this move. 











‘and normally returns to the air 
broadcasting at) ] . 
‘agreeing to merge with Travelers, 


at 6 a.m., began 
4 a.m, Thursday morning in light 
of the disaster. 

Elsewhere around the country 
stations were alerted to the emer- 
WJAR-TV, Providence, R.I., 
supplied NBC with its initial films. 
WHDH, Boston, which 
top of the news as soon as the 
first bulleting was flashed, featured 
an interview the following morn- 
ing with a doctor at the Nantucket 


|Hospital describing the landing of 


four earlv survivors. 
WIP, a Mutual affiliate in Phila- 
delphia, held a short wave tele- 


Richardson Dilworth from 
Dilworth, who 
had been abroad the Italian liner, 
harrowing account of 
also 


what happened. He 


' months later 


stayed on | 


‘phone broadcast with Philadelphia | 
| Mayor. 
‘the Tle de France. 


com-— 


mented on the great rescue opera- | 


tion. 

WEEI, Boston, stayed on the air 
all night, foregoing its usual sign- 
off period of 1:15 a.m. The ac- 
counts of WEEI newsmen, flown 
to the scene, were integrated in 
|CBS’ reports as well as those of 
the affiliate. 


Hartford 


Continued from page 3 Qo 











that the TBS be allowed to put up 
a VHF'r here. Denied was the ap- 


| 





skirts of the three-way fight by 
if it won the channel. { 

A hearing conference opened in 
Oct., 1953, for the transference of | 
exhibits, etc. A three months |. 
series of hearings got under way | 
the early part of 1954 and resulted | 
in an examiner's verdict for the 
Travelers. 

In the event TBS eventually gets 
channel 3 on the air, WDRC will go 
on the market. WDRC is a lucra- 
tive CBS affiiate. 

Also, in the event channel 3 goes 
airwise, there is the question of | 
programming. CBS and NBC have | 
both purchased local UHF outlets. 
The former has purchased WGTH | 
and the latter WKNB. Both pur-! 
chases are still subject to FCC ap- 
proval, 


Cake Mix Study 








‘wide margin. 


| 27% used BC and 26% Pillsbury, | 
| reversing the general situation. In 


40 RADIO-TELEVISION 
o_ ee | 1947 when channels 8 and 10 were, Half are light users and half havy SSSeSe=...., 
a ‘. assigned to the Hartford area./ users, the arbitrary dividing line . 
Sh p t C Then came the deep freeze. In| being those that spend more than NBG Radio 
ip isas er overa v the reallocation of 1952 Hartford | $1 a month for such products are 
| Telecasting and WDRC, as well as} considered “heavy.” Pillsbury and |=jaa—a—a Continued from page 23 Gaepey 
Continued fron aie Oh —=E—— | WIIC, became contenders for the | Betty Crocker, the survey finds, vitalize the operation and preven: 
snared a rating that topped the; which usually signs off at 1 a.m. new) v-assigned ee See are used “most often.” Pillsbury | further alienations. 





gets 37% of the users and BC 36%. 


They beat out other brands by a WLW’s Statement 


| Meanwhile Bob Dunville, prexy 
| of Crosley Broadcasting Corp., has 
issued a clarification of WLW’; 
status in Cincinnati in relation to 


Getting to “MMC” brass tacks, | 
ABC discloses that in all video; 


homes, 24% used Pillsbury and | ‘its fut 

ure dual affiliation. Crosley 
|22 used Betty Crocker. But of | 
the “MMC tbenes interiewed | | issued the following statement: 


“WLW Radio, effective July 23. 
began broadcasting several of 
the ABC soapoperas, “Whispering 
Streets,” “When A Girl Marries." 
'and “My True Story,” on a delayed 
| basis. Prev iously, WLW began car- 


(which carries the Crocker line), | 


homes not viewing “Mickey,” 22° 
used Pillsbury and 19% Crocker. 


Point is that while Crocker was 
| 14% to the rear of Pillsbury in | | rying the ABC Don McNeil “Break. 
on-"Mickey” households, it was up| fast Club."” Robert E. Dunville 


4% over Pillsbury in homes view- | stated emphatically that this move 
| ing the 5 to 6 p.m. cross-the-board | will not in any way affect WLW’s 
program. continuing to carry the NBC pvro- 


A total of 50 tv shows were in- | 8T2™s. Many stations in the area, 
cluded in the survey by name, 25) | apparently, have decided to loc ale 
being daytimers, the rest at night. | iz¢ their schedules, with tte net 
'On all other stanzas where cake | result that satisfactory network 


mixes were advertised, Betty, service throughout the WLW area 
Crocker had less usage than Pills- could not be maintained. 
bury. | “Conceivably there may be addi« 


| tional network shows carried from 











=m CONtinued from page 24 Gea | 

, F | 
product catagories were agerend, 
desert mixes, cold cereals, dog | 
food, candy bars, baked beans, 


| cake mixes, face soap, evaporated | 
_milk, floor wax, frankfurters, salt, 


plication of the Hartford Telecast- , 


ing Co. 


Providence and make this an all- 
UHF area. Naturally, all the Con- 
Valley UHF stations are 
Even if the 
channel is allowed to remain here, 
there is the possibility of a court 
fight for the VHF’r. Hartford Tel- 
ecasting has yet to make up its 
mind whether to court contest the 
FCC findings. 

For the TBS it’ 
For after nine years of trying, 
radio operators are a long way 
from getting a tv station on the 
air. Reliable reports have it that 
the Travelers Insurance Co. proge- 
ny has spent over $1,000,000 in 
an effort to get a station on the air 
in that period of time. 

TBS first 


S a paper victory. 
the 


scouring pads and toothpaste. Web | 


| has gotten what it feels is the ef- 
| fect of tv on a few 


of the prod- 
ucts’ sales, but has not finished the | 


entire study because of the large | 
amount of data involved. 


Each questionnaire, the | 


. ; | states, took about 45 minutes to do. 
The FCC has before it a proposal 


here to) 


| near 


|;nine percent 
_ | queried (interviews were directed | 
applied for a station in! 


And the report, it feels, is val-| 
idated, even though limited to! 
just six markets, since it was in 
perfect check and balance | 
with findings of the 1950 census 
for the entire country. For in- 
stance, the six-city sample found , 
that 61° of the 3,000 families | 
were home owners, while the 150 
national average was only slightly 
lower. Negro homes were 11% of 
the total ABC-Trendex sample and 
the same percentage held among 
total U. S. families in 1950, and so 
on. So far, 75,000 IBM cards have | 
been used in tabulating the results, 

Cake mixer, as an example, was 
one of the categories with most of 
the information completed. Fifty- 
of all housewives | 


solely at them) use cake mixes. | 











Prater tate eres 


“ZN SHOWS RATE GREAT! 








- MEDISTRICT 
NORE 











beating Groucho Marx, 










ZIV TELEVISION PROGRAMS, Inc. 


George Gobel, 
Gleason, Person to Person, Fireside Theatre and many others. 


36.1 


in 2-station 


LUBBOCK 


Jack Benny, Jackie 


ARB—Feb. 'S6 





i*“One Way West,” by Lou Pelletier, 


| just finished preparation of a new} 








Cincinnati, Chicago, Hollywood, New York 





Mutual and ABC in the future, Mr. 
Dunville reiterated. However, this 
will not affect the NBC affiliation 








TV Year Round Job 


| 





nor does it mean the station is 

— Continued from page 23 =e ‘ a ae 
= changing. affiliation, but rather 
, doing an adaptation of “Brat Far-; WLW is carrying more network 


|rar,” by Josephine Tey. “Studio | shows from more networks. 
/One” has purchased an original | “In making this announcement 











from Loring Mandel, one of its con-| however, Mr. Dunville added that 
tract writers, entitled “Company |there are in the making, to be 
“ _— ct er ay eh ~~ scheduled soon, several new local 
or the adaptation o omerse + hi ; : 
. oe a, FS€EL} programs which are designed to 
ee a ee } lina meet the modern demand of radio 
DS page “ ’ -? | in th LW area.” 
and he will also share screen credit | . ied 
with Shakespeare on the tv adapta- 
‘tion of the Old Vic's presentation | s 
“pee and Juliet” on “Show- L. B. Wilson 
Kraft's NBC-TV Wednesday night ; === Continued from page 25 Samm 
dramatic segment has scheduled| ance with a marital separation 
. ; pact. 
+ Rectang td aoe tenon ieee ca |, She told the court that she pre- 
i. aaw “Maciek Giese” dautien ferred a lump sum instead of a 
a“ stant July 30. F mr B €' lifelong trust income. Mrs. Wil- 
ge ong a 2 &- CBS-TV by nd. | | son resigned as co-executor of the 
venture” shew the past season ol |estate and retains the Wilson-fur 
’ ,nished Miami Beach home. 
The gives Mrs. Wil- 


Army show, “Get Set, Go” for Dan- | agreement 


cer, Fitzgerald & Sample. ;son $1,100,000 in cash and some 
Theatre. Guild-produced “U. §. | Other, assets besides the Miami 

Steel” show has purchased an orig- | Beach home 

inal teleplay, “The Long Boat of| Judge Blanton, who voided 

the William Brown,” by Alfred; previaus agreements about which 

Brenner. “Studio 57” has bought; Mrs. Wilson changed her mind, 


| asked her: “Are you sure this one 
is final?” 

| Co-executors of the estate are 
been | U. S. Sen. George A. Smathers of 
signed by CBS-TV for exclusive | Florida and Miami Beach First Na- 
deal as one of its stable of writers | tional Bank. 

for hour and 90-minfte vidramas. | - 
Hal Welles’ “The Night I Died,” 
“Laugh It Off” and “The Call” set 


a half-hour tv play, “My Friends, 
The Birds,” by Howard Richard- | 
son and William Berney. 

Adrian Welles has _ just 





Minneapolis — Lee L. Whiting, 
who was KEYD-TV general man- 


for “Mystery Writers ‘heatre,” : ' 
write — duew a a —o ink |ager and vice-president before the 
. ming up With) cation changed hands, has joined 


Mal Wald and Jack Jacobs’ “Bro- 


- wcc -TV as: _ xecutive 
kers’ Special,” “Get Off My Back” CCO-TV 26 a8 sce Sxecut! 


| Prior to his KEYD-TV affiliation 


and “The Splinter.” ihe had been at various times 
On the directorial front, Mel; WTCN Radio sales manager and 


Ferber has been assigned to direct} WDGY general manager here. 
the Frankie Laine CBS-TV summer | = — 
show, which goes in as the Arthur | 
Godfrey replacement this week; 
Don Richardson and David Alexan- 
der doing U. S. Steel segments and | 
Len Valenta returning to “Big | 
Story.” “Producers Showcase” 
presentation of its “The Lord Don‘ | 
Play Favorites” musical (which 
opens the new season) will be di- | 
rected by Clark Jones, 














I take this occasion to express my 
gratitude for the continuing confi- 
dence placed in me by my cus- 
tomers and friends in show business. 


JESSE BLOCK 


Registered Representative 
IRA HAUPT & CO. 
Investment Brokers 
501 7th Ave., New York 18, N. Y. 
LOongacre 5-6262 





Columbus—Fred Hohl has been 
named to the talent staff of WLW-| 
C television here and will assist in | 
programming duties, announces 
James Leonard, station manager of 
WLW-C and v.p. of the Crosley 
Broadcasting Corp. 



































THANK YOU, Captain Kangaroo! 


Thank You, Bob Keeshen, Jack Miller a all the nice people at Keeshen-Miller Enterprises 
and CBS-TV for three-week-across-the-board appearance on the 


CAPTAIN KANGAROO SHOW (CBS-TV, 8:00 to 9:00 A.M., EST, Mon. thru Fri.) 


DOUG ANDERSON 


Magician - Puppeteer - Cartoonist - Ventriloquist - Actor 
CATCH DOUG ON THE SHOW ANY HAPPY CBS-TV MORNING 
Represented by: CHARLES RYAN 35 West 53rd St., New York City, N. Y. 





Phone: COlumbus 5-2051 
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| LAS VEGAS 


Columbia Hitting Fall Market With 
| Multi-Pronged Merchandising Drive 
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BETTING ON BANDS 
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BILL MILLER © Upcoming B'way Shows in Disk Deals: 
SETS TOP DARHS Col Has ‘Abner,’ Victor Gets Merman 





* w= ee 












































Columbia Records is relying on? The scramble for original cast 
d product, not deals, to get its new | Bill Miller, operator of the P Ik B Di | |aibums from the upcoming Broad- 
: fall program under way. That's | Ukulele Ike Back on Wax Dunes Hotel, has great faith in the olKa eat ISp aces way legituner season is already 
- the pitch laid out by Col prexy m . m name bands as a solution for the | a - |oniee won Initial fir are 
e Goddard Lieberson as the diskery’s With His Hits of 1920s ills of Las Vegas. Miller has booked | R&R With Phoenix DJ : ay. initial orm ; beatae 
8 sales staffers start to fan out : - jone of the top lineups of name |} was made last weck by Columbia 
$ around the country with the pres- | Cliff ‘Ukulele Ike) Edwards, hit| bands ever put together in the | Phoenix, July 31. Records for “Li'l Abner.” while 
“ entation of the fall line to retail- | disker of the 1920s, is returning | area. At this point, after the cur-| The polka, rather than the po-| RCA Victor has copped the upcom- 
, ers. It’s estimated that close to | to the wax fold via a Disneyland |;ent show with Billie Holiday and | lice, is cracking down on rock 1 | ing Ethel Merman starrer “Happy 
|. 12,000 persons will get a looksce | Records LP. Package, which isthe Jerry Gray orch, he has Count | Poll in this town. KOY here is! tunting.” : ' 
t at the new program in 65 meetings | tagged “Ukulele Ike Sings Again,’ | Basie coming in Aug. 2; Norman | Pow Stressing the “happy” polka) Vi. ee 
R during the next two weeks. Con-/| includes 16 tunes he made famous | Granz’ “Jazz at the Philharmonic” | beat rather than “sobbing” rock ‘n ‘at te Oe 4° 4 ears thank) ge 
a clave for the N. Y. area dealers | Curing the ‘20s. Aug. 16: Sauter-Finegan orch, Aug. | Toll tunes on its deejay shows. edhe calns gr ogg ¢ Noa why of 
was held at the Barbizon- Plaza} Among them are “I Cried For | 23; Lione]) Hampton, Aug. 30; Stan — Bands like Lawrence W elk, ‘im ata” this Calife nd meg of 
on Hotel last night ‘Tues.). , You,” which Edwards’ claims sold| Kenton, Sept. 6 or Sept. 20, and Frankie Yankovic, Eddie Habat | endiaetinde | "aa nea — 
n Pegged to “Your Future Is/1,720,000 platters, and “June| Les Baxter for Sept. 13. and Bernie Witkowsky are getting | Cee}. an NBC subsid. Mi “—" -" 
r. Sound” theme, platform for Col’s | Night,” which soared to a 3.200.000} inter giving two concerts “Ne bis Play. as pull Ras Been | - wsenmtie ambied hu onctsaine 
: all eamnaion is . ti sales mark ‘ isk f red |. ila, - ~., | Okay on the new policy. an recently ankled her e-clusive 
is fall campaign is to get top product | sales mark. Latter disk featurec nightly along with a free buffet, | ’ pact with Deeca which will obviat 
n into the stores in what used to be | Edwards on uke and Joe Pardo on feels that name bands loom as | a u repeat of the rhubarb araaas 
is known in the trade as the “slow j tuba. His recordings fot Vocalion | 1 vieal competition tor name acts. | 6 ° ? years ago on the eriginal cast set 
a season.” In briefing the company’s | and Pathe, among other labels in| Having gone through the name- | of “Call Me Madam.” 
kK distribs at its nationa]) meet in those days are reported to have | ving Bs ae a ee me! ying aluicer Mec ‘ , an ” : ; 
Estes Park, Colo., July 21-24, | racked up close to 74,000,000 sales. | - Ree re ag ge made oll x, rough NBC backed “Madan, 
Lieberson hammered home the | the Sahara anc oyal Nevac a | Victor was forced to issue an orvigi- 
aM aint that fer ol * part record ‘ Hotels, Miller says that he is now | /nal cast set without the star be- 
it point that for the most pa * turning his attention to bands as | atters Oar lcause of Decca’s exciusive with 
Ne selling was oldfashioned and out- | RKO U f jone way to beat the gigantic talent | ’ | Miss Merman. Decca bucked the 
al moded. : Creative selling, he | - nique 0 |rap. He feels that there is room | ‘original cast set with an aibum of 
0 stressed, “was as important as cre- | for a band setup in Las Vegas, | bd ° e |songs from the show featuring 
io ating the product.’ He also point- > | which he says was made by the | rac in ] | Miss Merman and Dick Havimes It's 
ed out that the Columbia Reeerd lability of the greenfelt country to | | reported that Miss oo eo of 
Club was part of the new sel] and ter ] - IS Spor eres ta sesteleieanh | | Feported that Miss Merman didn't 
that it’s effect on building new | give the greatest entertainmen iets Ue sila, eit renew with Decca becau. e of the 
. : a P12 'value for the tourist dollar. Whatever the legalistic ballast: NRC subsid’s backing of “Huni- 
record buyers has been positive. ; . it’s now earrving. “The Flving| ing » 5 
a Stel at Gcoxe | Miller said that after spending | © 4 Aheiagige3 PP . . | ing. 
Iie also indicated that figures on ‘ "3! Saucer” platter which took off | ‘ 
the club’s activities may be re- ar ay on unes a nominal sum ter a room and with early last week is now sparking big | Show, which is set for a Broad- 
leased in the near future. | meals being an easy bite, the aver- \traffic on the retail level for the| Y@¥ Preem in December, has a 
Along with the new product, 10 | a age visitor could afford to drop ®/ whole business. Even the disk | Sore by newcomers Harojid Karr 
popular and six Masterworks al- | Uni es salle Phare ‘ki es few quid at the tables. The situa- | panels. who don’t like the lifting (music) and Matt Dubey (lyrics), 
bums for August and 10 popular a. Pett Al film: ad ik |e is getting to the point, accord- ‘of their material in the “Flying | (© Score will be published by 
and eight Masterworks albums for S eavibins ye ote . “ “* i ing to Miller, where costs of tour- | Gaucer” number, concede that it’s | Chappell, 
September, Col will supply the Saar ees “ a has Fe gered ‘ing Las Vegas will leave less! given a much needed hypo to sales! “Li'l Abner,” which is being 
dealers with a batch of merchan- t a a fr a ‘dd ie the available for the gambling. |i, 4 summer period when business | financed by Paramount Pictures, 
dising “promotion ideas. For the ree cage ve — N be a ed on The process of booking acts pro- | jis generally the lowest. will be Columbia’s first original 
{wo-month drive, dealers will re- ootine gat tage oDheac ~yatp nice duces many inequities, Miller de- Inevitable, also, “The Flying | Cast set outing of the 1956-57 
ceive an 8°o return privilege on peer ie in the pix for tieins clared. He said that there’s no rea- Saucer,” which itself is being sued | Se ason. Col was froni-;unner in 
Masterworks and a 4% return shade the disk cov.ipany son for an act getting $2,000 in | for piracy, is being pirated. Dealers | t#e original cast set sweepstakes 
(Continued on page 48) Latest tunes ron RKO-Unique Chicago, then’ play Las Vegas at have been offered the platter by this past — with the top-selling 
ccecieidtaintalintins eae parlay are “Will You Love Me To- $10,000 and back to Lake Tahoe | sundry characters who are trying \Iy Fait Lady and “The Most 
» 9 morrow.” from “The Young | for $1,500. Miller doesn’t feel that | to make a fast buck on a fast-buck Happy Fella. Victor's - ginal cast 
Disne land S |4 Stranger.” and the title song from | Las Vegas should abandon name disk. Bob Buchanan and Dick perl ee gage — > ig i 
y “The First Traveling Saleslady,” |¢™tertainment, but thinks that the | man, wri‘ers and publishers of “en a ne of by ll Rae 
“Tomorrow” has been grooved by | buying has gotten out ef control. | “The Flying Saucer” on their, owed out ro custing coe 'vame 
e Bob Grabot while “Saleslady” was | = SS Luniverse label, compiled the rock | ad Shangreim, Seth of wien 
Alb 1956 etched by Tommy Mara » meek. 4 ‘n’ roll satire by taking tragments flopped on Broadway. 
i ums inl y seer le the astromeamed teoune | 2 ® of recent hits. The publishers! The score for “Li'l Abner” was 
music for “Saleslady” will be pub- D Im avis | and disk companies involved are| written’ by Johnny Mercer and 
Disneyland Records, launched | jjshed by Lamas Music, Unique’s trying to put the platter out of busi- Gene De Paul. It'll be published 
May 15, is already swinging | publishing subsid. Another tune in | ness via court action brought by | by Commander Music, Mercer's 
into high gear wih 14 albums set} the pic, “A Corset Can Do A Lot | ° a'torney Julian T, Abeles (& Bern-| publishing firm. 
for release by the end of the vear.| For A Lady,” was cut for Unique | S ictor Xec stein) in behalt of the Music Pub ——— 
Label already has lined up 23 dis-| py Fran Warren. Tune. however, | lishers Protective Assn. ° 
tributors to handle the line around | is being published by Mills Mu- I: se . = ’ 7 Meantime, revamped 7 of 
the country, sie. which bad a ticin with RKO James Davis, RCA Victor chief the “Flying Sauce: are being e onner 
On the upcoming album release | yp until a few months ago of the custom recerds division, has turned out by other labels. RPM, | 
schedule are soundtrack sets from ie tinh elit ehenee. Matete thd been promoted to the post ot oper- a Coast indie, has issued one called | 
old Walt Disney pix. Among them |tween pie company and diskery, } 4#0ns manager of the Victor disk , Out of This World With Flying 
ave “Bambi,” “Snow White and the! Unique is mulling switching its | division. He fills the spot formerly Saucers. Latter disk is made up | Nn eS CCCa 
Seven Dwarfs” and “Cinderella.” | artists and repertoire activities, held by Howard Letts, who was of new material written by Vick 
Disneyland soundtrackers already headed up by Joe Lasky, to the recently named a Vietor V.p. and Knight and contains excerpts from ; 7 a Decea*Rec 
on release are “Pinocchio” and! Coast. Move will depend on the |i5 now the top administrative aide | their ow n disks. Clearances have bag te J — gre : = 
Song of the South.” Also set for re-| number of artists currently being to v.p. Larry Kanaga, general man- been obtained from the publishers ords last Fric ay 7, = — ~ +e 
lease is a sound'rack set from Dis- | jjned up who are based “on the | @8¢er of the disk division. ‘involved. Sara Berner and Dave with the diskery for = — 
ney’s “People and Places” series | Coast. Meantime, RKO is holding | Davis’ Slot in the custom depart- Jarry are featured on the RPM years, most of it ot tagyt = ek 
lagged “Samoa and Switzerland” | on to the building which housed | @¢®b Which presses records for label, which is owned by Joe and | tists hagustidner ee a 
and a soundtracker from his up-! Capitol Records until the latter | Other companies and also handles | Saul Bihari : a ee : : 
coming full-lengther “Westward qiskery moved into its own circu- | '¢ RCA Thesaurus, will be filled Buchanan and Goodman no-an A replacement for Conner has 
Ho The Wagon.” tar building a few months ago. If by Emmett B. Dunn, former con- | time, are .expected to make a big; not yet been designated but it's 
Disney himself will bow on wax | Unique’s a&r division switches to troller of the disk division and | Cleanup betore any legal action | understood that the post will now 
doing the narration for Walt Dis- the Coast, it’ll move inte Capitol’s | ere recently manager of the cus- a take effect. aces a —_ be divvied up. | 
ne\ Takes You to Disneyland.” | ojq h.q. Label’s sales division. | t@™ department's administration. believes thes have a leg to stan on Conner’s future tieup ts indefi- 
fhe package will be a musical tour | powever, will remain in New Davis has beem with the company |!" their use of copyrighted ma erial | nite but he’s now mulling several 
of the five lands. Also on tap are ak | york. since 1940. having joined it as a |#md other disk artists without per-' »;ojects and is also considering a 
bums by Tutti Camarata, labél’s | Oe Le a es . cost analyst. Dunn came to RCA Mission. shift to the Coast. He joined 
musical director, by folk singers Victor a year later as an account- a ae Decca in 1945 as head of midwest- 
Frances Areher and Beverly Gile, VICTOR INKS LEE WILEY ant. : Csida in Hospital ern recording after a stint && a 
énd the Disneyland Park Band. ; —--— — —-— 5 oe CBS radio announcer in thaf’ter- 
— Joe Csida, Trinity Music exec,: eh , ‘ ; ; 
— . eee OTHERS FOR JAZZ DISKS Marhoffer Vice Ekstrand is bedded in Roslyn, L, I.. Park ae wee Ban # eh “i eae 
= King Sisters Due For . ‘ og ) _ Art Ekstrand has ankled his pro- | Hospital with an intestinal dis- Sor was Bede cottagp ns se tgp iN . 
" zee Wiley, jazz songstress who! duction manager’s post at Columbia ordei ars a diene lal ini esc 
Disk Comeback on Caps -been heard sporadically on Records. He had been ‘issociated He's being operated on this Motion. he orisinated the artists 
Phoenix. Julv = some indie labels in recent vears, with Col for the past five years week. disk jockeys promotion tou 
Four King Sisters, once among has now been signed by RCA Vic- —— = : = : 
‘op gal singing groups on disks,’ tor as part of its jazz roster build- ° : ’ 
ntly are headed for a come- yp. Fred Reynolds, head of the It Figures N.Y. Birdland S Powell 
YacK On platters due to airchecks , ae 
of thelr: warbling on the Jack Car- diskery’s jazz operation, plans to OK'd for Rival Jazzerv 
son Show over CBS this past year. | CUl Miss Wiley shortly with the A roving VARIETY man was curious, When taken to a near- an 
Glenn Wallichs, Capitol Records , Ralph Burns orch. Munich seaside spa, a charming retreat called the Hotel Bachmair The rivalry on New York's jazz 
Prexy, played the airchecks anony-| Reynolds also has inked Bob in Egern on the Tegern See, whether. Oscar. Hammerstein 2d and nitery front is easing up. For the 
nously for his ‘a-and-r men and Scobey’s Frisco Jazz Band with! the late Jerome Kern were ever actually “In Egern on the Tegern first time a Birdland regular has 
their reaction resulted in a deal. |Clamcy Hayes, a dixieland combo; See” ‘excerpt from their “Music’ In’ the ‘Afr’” score). To which |been given the okay to appear at 
First recording session is set for* Which headquarters on the Coast.| the librettist replied: another jazzery in town. The reg- 
next week, with Lee Gillette super- | Band features Scobey on trumpet | “IT make a specialty of writing songs about bodies of water that ular is jazz pianist Bud Poweil, 
Vising the date for Capitol; Initial; amd Hayes as singer and banjoist.; 1 have not-seen; J didn’t get to the banks vt thé Mississippi until who'll bring his trio into Green- 
Cutting session of’ féur’sides prob-| Victor has also added Jack Mon- 20 years after ] had written ‘Ol’ Man. River’..Doxothy (Mrs. Ham- — Wich Village’s Cafe Bohemia Aug. 
ably will be part of a 12-tune al-| trose, tenor saxist and arranger.! wmerstein) made me stoop over and put my hand in its muddy 24 for a six-week stand. 
bum to kick off the return of the He'll record on the Coast in the waters.” : ey During the first week of the Pow- 
Warblers. Marilyn, who was fea- | fall. H ‘It’s consistent with the mammy and Dixie Jegends about most ,ell gig, the alternate combo will 
tured on the airchecks auditioned, | of the Brill Bldg. habitues. Perhaps the saddest confession was {be headed up by Phineas New- 
'S the newest of the King Sisters, | T ™ ill be tl .{ made by Harry Ruby who, with ‘the ‘tate “Bert Kalmar, in the ‘born. In for a four-week stand to 
*ugmenting Yvonne,’ Alyce.’ and | Ted Fie Rito wi e the ode 1920s tigured importantly in the Hawaiian song craze. It was share the podium wih Powell after 
ail Luise, Girts have’ just * fihishéd “a” bandleader at the Chez Paree; many years later when they first visited the Beach of Waikiki | that will be Miles Davis. Alternate 
—_ Week’s stay at Silter Spur ‘nitery{ mitery in Chicago when it reopens! that both were considerably brought down by its narrow stretch ‘combo for the final week has not 
ere, | Aug, 8. j} and relatively unimpressive terrain). yet been set. 
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Georgia Gibbs: “Happiness 
Street”-“Happiness Is A _ Thing 
Called Joe” (Mercury). “Happiness 
Street,” a swinging number with a 
cute lyric and a good beat, should 
break through as a big one. Georgia 
Gibbs bounces it hard against an 
excellent background. In this 
‘‘Happiness” coupling, Miss Gibbs 
also gives a standout reading to the 


great oldie on the flip. This stand- 
ard is surefire program material 
for jocks. 

Don Cornell: “Life Is A Song’- 
“Heaven Only Knows” (Coral). Don 
Cornell's belting version of the Joe 





Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD 





does a large-scaled religioso pic 
number with dramatic punch. 
Betty Johnson: “Clay Idol’’-"“Why 
Do You Cry” (Bally). Betty John- 
son, a songstress who has been 
turning out some fine sides recent- 
ly, could hit the jackpot with “Clay 
Idol.” It’s down the middle be- 
tween the pop and folk grooves 
and she handles the lyric with 
feeling and simplicity. Like Cathy 
Carr’s “Ivory Tower,” it could go 
all the way. “Why Do You Cry” 
okay in a more rhythmic format. 
Roger Williams: “Tumbling Tum- 
bleweeds’-“I’ll Always Walk With 
You” (Kap). An interesting ar- 
rangement of the standard “Tum- 
bling Tumbleweeds” gives pianist 
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CHECPCUTH) ... occ cvccces 


DON CORNELL 
(Coral) 


BARBARA LYON 
(Capitol) 


ORESTE 
(RCA Victor) 


BETTY JOHNSON 
(Bally) 
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HAPPINESS STREET 


Ss ‘Happiness Is a Thing Called Joe 


..LIFE IS A SONG 
Heaven Only Knows 


PUPPY LOVE 
Don’t Ring-a Da Bell 


.. THIS SAME HEART 


eee reer 


....CLAY IDOL 
Why Do You Cry 
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Young-Fred Ahlert oldie, “Life Is 
A Song,” could drive it all the way. 
It’s a contemporary interpretation 
that will have juke impact for the 
kids. “Heaven Only Knows” is a 
solid new ballad handled in a slow, 
dramatic tempo also for big im- 
pact. 

Barbara Lyon: “Puppy Love’’- 
“Don’t Ring-a Da Bell’ (Capitol). 
Barbara Lyon, daughter of Bebe 
Daniels and Ben Lyon, 
promising debut on Capitol Rec- 
ords. She shows an attractive set 
of pipes and a songselling savvy 
that should make Miss Lyon, a 
British resident with her parents, 
click on both sides of the Atlantic. 
“Puppy Love” is a 
which has stepout potential. 
Italo dialect number of the flip is 
not her cup of tea. 

Oreste: “This Same 
“Lord, I’m Glad I Know Thee” 
(RCA Victor). Oreste, an operatic 
Maltese-born tenor whose square 
handle in Oreste Kirkop, bows on 
RCA Victor with two tunes from 
the upcoming Paramount pic ver- 


Heart’’- 


sion of Rudolf Friml’s ‘The 
Vagabond King” in which he 
stars. Much like Mario Lanza, 


Oreste has the power and range 
to turn up with a pop hit de- 
spite the legit quality of his pipes. 


schmaltz to give it a commercial 
flavor. “This Same Heart” is an 
excellent new Friml ballad. Georgie | 


makes a| 


ballad entry | 
The | 








| Man”’-“‘Lonely 
He adds just the right amount of | 





Roger Williams another commer- 
cial platter. He gives a highly 
elaborate keyboard display against 
an orchestral background, with 
some added choral effects. Flip is 
a straight instrumental ballad. 
Ray Heatherton: “The 


Eagle” (Cadence). Although Ray 
Heatherton has the top billing, a| 
couple of feathered friends are 
real gimmicks on this platter. “The 
Pirate Parrot” is a cute novelty | 
with lotsa moppet appeal via the 
interpolations of some real parrot 
ad libs. Flip has another amusing 
story to tell about an eagle who 
didn’t like to fly. 
dles the lyrics to both numbers in 
lucid style. 

Johnnie Ray: “In The Candle- | 
light’’-“Just Walking In The Rain” 
(Columbia). 
changing times: Johnnie Ray now 
sounds like one of our tamer sing- 
ers. A couple of years ago, his | 
style was labelled as frantic and | 
emotional. But that was 
the rock ’n’ roll storm which blew | 
in Elvis Presley. In this coupling, 


Ray does a seuda of nice ballads | Minor; 
in a style that can only be de-| Minor (Heritage). 


scribed as ‘‘restrained.” 

Jimmy Young: ‘Rich Man, Poor 
Nightingale” (Lon- 
don). “Rich Man” 
with a catching rhythm and a good | 
lyric idea. British tenor Jimmy 


Shaw handles it on the Decca label | it should cop spins in this country. 


effectively 
manner. 


in the pop 


crooning | ‘ 
On the Victor flip, Oreste pretty item also rating attention. 


‘Lonely Nightingale” is a very 








Pirate | 
Parrot’-“Alfred, The Ajir- Sick |; 


before | mendous number of versions of the 


| Emil Gilels, 
is a fine ballad | 


| prominence in the West. 
Young gives it a strong ride and | ing surface at a good LP standard, 
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Torelli: Concerti Grossi (Epic). 
A selection from the concertos of 
Torelli, an important 17th Century 
Italian composer, played with flaw- 
less taste and artistry by the I Mu- 
sici string orchestra and soloists, 
notably violinist Roberto Mich- 
elucci. 

Erich Kunz: German University 
Songs (Vanguard). An outstand- 





ing collection of songs of “wench- 
jing, wining and other irreverent | 
| pastimes” rendered vigorously by | 
| baritone Erich Kunz with a male 


chorus and the Vienna Volksoper | 
Orchestra conducted by Franz Lits- 


Heatherton han-| highly attractive package. 


chauer. Translations of the Ger- | 
{man lyrics are included in this 
Brahms: Symphony No. 2—| 


Tragic Overture (RCA-Victor). | 
| Two of Brahms’ familiar and much | 


Another sign of the | | recorded works in solid interpreta- | 


tions by the Boston Symphony un- | 
der Charles Munch's baton. The | 
market for popular longhair reper- | 
tory can apparently absorb a tre- | 


same work. 


Beethoven: 32 Variations in C 
Tchaikovsky: Trio In A) 
Imported per- 


formances from Russia by a super- 
lative trio consisting of pianist 
violinist Leonid Ko- 
gan and cellist Mstislav Rostropov- 
ich, all of whom have achieved 
Record- 


and indicates steady improvement 
in the quality of the Russian- 
imported tapes. Herm. 
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(Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10] 
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Album Reviews 





Frank Chacksfield Orch: “Close 
Your Eyes” (London). The tide of 


mood music continues to rise and 
the British orchs have been con- 
tributing an important part to this 
phase of the LP market. One of 
the smoothest and sweetest of the 
English crews, Frank Chacksfield’s 
orch has packaged another neat 
collection of standards with Bobby 
Pratt’s trumpet featured. As the 
title of the set suggests, the num- 
bers are played in a slow, lilting 
tempo designed for very relaxed 
listening. Another Chacksfield set, 
titled “You,” also has a lush quali- 
ty with the repertory framed 
around a romantic theme. 


Frank Sinatra Conducts the Mu- 
sic of Alec Wilder (Columbia). 
Frank Sinatra is doing a Jackie 
Gleason in this album, forsaking 
the trade he knows best for the 
baton. He is maestroing some off- 
beat instrumentals by the learned 
pop composer, Alec Wilder, who 
clearly knows a lot about cham- 
ber music. Sinatra actually con- 
ducts one side of this platter 
which features erudite Wilder num- 
bers like “Air for English Horn,” 
“Theme and Variations,” etc. The 
other side are clever pop compo- 
sitions played by the Wilder octet, 
a crew of crackerjack sidemen 
playing such unlikely instruments 
as oboe, bassoon, harpsichord, etc. 
Mitch Miller, Columbia’s artists & 
repertoire chief, keeps his hand in 
as the oboe sideman. 


Joseph Myrow: “Somewhere in 
the Night” (MGM). Here is an ex- 
cellent piano LP by a fine com- 
poser who can read his own mate- 
rial in standout style. Hollywood 
film cleffer Joseph Myrow works 
his way through a songalog con- 
sisting of such tunes as “You Make 
Me Feel So Young,” “It Happens 
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“Haunting Me.” 
“Autumn Noe 


Every Night,” 
“Velvet Moon,” 
turne,” and others. 


“The Magic Horn” (RCA Victor), 
The best part of the recent NBgc. 
TV jazz story on the NBC-Ty 
“Alcoa Hour” dramatic series hag 
been captured in the groove by 
RCA Wictor. Whatever the merits 
of the script, the music on the 
show was solid. Recreated in this 
Victor LP are the flock of dixie 
standards, such as “Struttin’ With 
Some Barbecue,” “Dippermouth 
Blues,” “On the Sunny Side of the 
Street” and others as played by a 
group, organized by George Wein 
and featuring the lucid trumpet 
style of Ruby Braff on most of the 
tunes. 

In addition, a flock of other jazz 
material has turned up on wax re. 
cently. Wilbur De Paris’ jaz 
band has a knockdown session of 
New Orleans music on the Heritage 
label. In a more contemporary 
groove, Milli Vernon, debuting on 
Storyville Records, makes an un. 
even impression with a studied vo. 
cal style ...A fine swinging dem. 
onstration turned in on the Nor. 
gran label by the Modern Jaz 
Sextet, comprosing the Modern 
Jazz Quartet plus Dizzy Gillespie 
and Sonny Stitt . From Britain, 
the National Jazz Federation pre« 
serts “Modern Jazz” on the Lon- 
don label, a concert by three 
groups given a couple of years ago 
at the Royal Festival Hall in Lon. 
don. This is very cerebral stuff, 
muth like the sounds made by the 
cooler groups in the U.S. ... Back 
to the U. S. and the more tradi- 
tional style of jazz, vet drummer 
George Wettling heads a neat, 
swinging session on a Kapp set 
titled “Jazz Trios,” with clarinet, 
trombone and cornet solos fea. 
tured, 





Director. Alphabetically listed. 


A Beautiful Friendship 
A Sweet Old-Fashioned Girl 
Allegheny Moon 
Canadian Sunset 
Cool Tango 
Glendora : 
Happiness Street 
How Little We Know 
I Almost Lost My Mind 


I Only Know I Love You ; 
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Make Me A Child Again .. 
Me 
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Wayward Wind... 

Whatever Will Be, Will Be 
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Believe In Love ae 
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copyrighted Audience Coverage Index & Audierce Trend Index. 
Published by Office of Research, Inc., 


Survey Week of July 20-26, 1956 
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. cad’ Glen Island Casino § 
George Marek ‘Surprised at the Way | “ten !sland Casino Sues pina P to Spinners Wit 
RCA Victor, Others On 
9 e ° cae ; 
Europe's Taking to Made*for-U.S. Beat) “lenn Miller ‘Air Checks’) Qwn Packaged anes et ot 
4 The Glenn Miller air-check al- 
OCs George R. Marek, RCA Victor¢ | bom has developed into a big legal — | yt lab ye . 
veepee just back from recording No ‘F Pus ° headache for RCA Victor. Latest Li | off svst ng ee od @ pre tomeal 
a ree istenin me off system has cued a pi 
os “Il Trovatore” and “Rigoletto” in . é wrangle came up last week when - ieberson to Europe . |move by tunesmith Harold Spina, 
- Rome, as he has done the past two George R. Marek, RCA Vic- |the Glen Island Casino filed suit} Goddard Lieberson, Columbia who has packaged some of his own 
hag or three years with other big-name | tor veep, was impressed on his |in N. Y. Supreme Court charging | aes eee wf tae eee material in a set ot promotional 
satic stars abro: is amaz . rey . : ‘ . ‘ Ae S * disk cKeys oni suc- 
by operatic stars hark ~ yl — stopover from {that Victor, Helen D. Miller (the! ceas disk situation. It’s his first aaa oe oe alia 2 becses 
rite 7 ’ ¢ ‘ * “ A | . SS ‘ l }) eas- 
ihe a ee ae ae indigenous Rome to New York by (1) a orchestra leader’s widow) ans | bape abroad since taking over the | yred in performances of Spina’s 
his American items as Elvis Presley, big charge-it phonograph shop David Mackay had wrongfully > ee Sn from James B. tunes—with the resultant boost in 
xie “mood music” albums, not to men- in the Gare de Lyons (railroad propriated the bandleader’s radio | “a ne ae . ov his N.Y. desk his performance ratings 
ith tion the obvious impact of pop has a unique broadcasts at the Casino. l ¢ . ab > iain i Bag SN. - ae: | Since the new ASC \pP to) muta 
uth artists like Perry Como, freak * Paris) merchan- : % : | SOF avou ees 'woeEs. 'went into effect, Spina has been 
th : The suit seeks an accounting and ; 
-_ diskery items like Marilyn Monroe dising pattern, and (2) a “200- . a Pet | corresponding with deejays around 
#. (who happens also to be an RCA half-hour listening | 24™Mages from the limited edition M ’ Bill D ° | | the country, suggesting they play 
a Victor recording artist) and, of | charge in the music booths.” released by Victor. The plaintiff ercury S$ Dl y aniels pony antag ge Pieen tunes - 
the course, Jazz. ; , Latter is to discourage the claims that the defendants appro- Si many cases, the mneseye in 
| The impact of jazz by now 7 kids freeloading on the new priated for their own benefit the 1gns With Polydor Also — - poe ggg hgh a _— ta 
_ omted, Gack Senaeee 5s — ‘10t| platters. hence the 60¢ charge, | radio broadcasts which were made London, July 31. | dectiind ts canes the platters. 
Te. cultists in France and Belgium but if they buy a disk there is for th laintiff. at th laintiff’s Billy Daniels, Mercury contract | 3 > ple 
Jazz made the American rhythms gen- no charge. The idea also dis- or e p “_ ’ e pla artist. now on a British vaude tour, | He selected 24 songs ranging 
a erally acceptable. But | resley, courages wasting a lot of time predecessor’s expense, at the Ca- last week was signed by the Poly-| fr om the Guy Lombardo etching of 
a who even to some Americans Is just to buy one platter, hence sino from May 15 to Aug. 30, 1939. | dor label (a subsidiary of Heli idor) | “Annie Doesn't Live | He! e Any 
on considered too offbeat to have that) the 30-minute ceiling at the _ The contract was between Mich-| which gives them world rights to| More” (1933) to “Phenix | City 
Une European impact from just a few 200-franc fee. a number of disks he will cut in| Blues,” as recorded by Meg Myles 
nao records,” surprises Marek. It’s The merchandising that in- ael L. De Zutter, owner of the Ca- this country. By this deal, Poly-| last year, and began the hunt for 
tine credited, of course, to Armed trigued Marek was the manner sino, and Miller had provided that | dor gets its biggest international | |some of the more obscure record- 
lor. Forces Network and the British in which tl ters leay all expenses for installation of! name since it began British pro-|i™8S- The rare Dinah Shore etch- 
vn ‘ore Jetwork playing of his plat- Ss Ce ee cre wires for broadcasting be paid by : g P ing of “So Nice to Have a “ee 
Jars Forces Network playin; Pp their orders for the new disks od . duction, ; ~ save ate 
ern ters. when they arrive at the rail- | ‘the Plaintiff and under agreement Because of time limitations,| Around the House” and Ben ae 
pie The mood music and film sound-| road station, picking them up, a = = was to be reproduced. | paniels’ first recording session last | !@¢k’ an ing 4 — of My Is. 
—— track albums are also “following| already packaged, when de- - oe ocks were made to help | Friday (28) took place at midnight; | With Doris Robbins on ‘ei als, pre- 
pond in the tradition of other things parting: and, somewhat unusu- Miller improve his performances. | with him were accompanist Benny | S¢nted the biggest proble: 
—_ American, like automobiles, quick- al for Paris, a charge-it sys- The suit claims that the Victor | Payne and a group of picked Brit- When the disks were asse anit 
a lunches, Coca-Cola, and the like, tem which this music mer- album totaled over $10,000,000 in| ish instrumentalists. He will not} Spina turned them over to per- 
“Ole which have taken Europe by chant has built up. sales and that the plaintiff was en-| be available to cut other disks un- | sonal manager Red Doff, who pro- 
tuff storm.” The sight of “service titled to at least 5% of the gross. ! til Aug. 20. duced a pair of 12-inch albums, 
the libre” (self-service) eafeterias off each programmed for easy deejay 
sack the Champs-Elysees is something | 'use with the pertinent information 
‘adi- Marek, an old European hand, | }earefully included on the liner 
mer wouldn’t believe unless he saw it | WARTETY | cover. Hy > ge a nt 
eat, himself. Just as he is annually | § b | also was edited to delete materia 
- Set disbelieving about the constantly | core oar | which had kept the platter from 
pm pyramiding Paris prices which, he | | being broadcast over many stations 
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feels, year after year, “just 
couldn’t go higher, but they do.” 
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TOP TALENT AND TUNES 











|when the tune was initially re- 
| teased in 1950. 

| Total of 1,000 sets were pressed, 
and the first mailing to deejays 


+went out last week. Total cost is 

} in the neighborhood of $3,000, a 

, + |figure Spina figures to recoup 

For the Mikes as Conn. \diedadh "the gaaed boom his 
. j ‘sti "1 ; | ASCAP ratings will receive. 

. Jazz Fete Hits Fat 186 Compiled from Statistical Reports of Distribution | Meet fe Cate abana “isot tor 

be By LEO MILLER Encompassing the Three Major Outlets Sale” and will be available only on 


Bridgeport, July 31. 
First Connecticut Jazz Festival 


a free distribution basis to platter 


2 . spinners. 
Retail Sheet Music | Material includes Ozzie Nelson's 


| recording of “Dark on Observatory 


Coin Machines _ Retail Disks 


is claiming distinction of biggest 
paid one-performance attendance 




















of any festival to date and most as Published in the Current Issue Hill’; Fats Waller’s “You're Not 
radio network remotes of any fes- | the Only Oyster in the Stew”; Bing 
tival, but that’s as far as the dis- | = | Crosby's “I Still Leve to Kiss You 
tinctions go. NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder ts Ee - es es | <- “4 

More than 9,000, by far the rec- arrived at under a statistical system comprising each of the three major sales outlets enu- Love You,” a an aa Fe 
ord crowd of the current Connecti- merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive ieee ian 





cut Pops season, went through the 
turnstiles at Fairfield U. field 
Saturday (28) for an_ estimated | 
gross of $18,000. Figuring music | 
package at $4,000, net was very | 
substantial. Event was for benefit 


with Variety. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- 
veloped from the ratio of points scored, two ways in the case of talent (coin machines, retail 
disks) and three ways in the case of tunes (coin machines, retail disks and retail sheet music). 


TALENT 


Muse-Art Hits Muzak 
_ With Antitrust Action; 


| | 
of Connecticut Symphony Orches- | he ey | Alleges Discrimination 
tra, making it a case of a jazz 2 3 . TN | 
concert being staged to aid a long- | Week Week ARTIST AND LABEL TUNE | An antitrust and conspiracy suit 
hair organization. Sponsors were (My Prayer er filed a N. Y. weseral Court 
so pleased that a three-day festival ] 3 PLATTERS ts BUTTE ETE OCCT CCITT )Heaven On Earth last week against the Muzak Corp. 


is being projected for next year. 


by the Muse-Art Corp of Phila- 
As a show the festival left a lot | 


(Hound Dog delphia, a Muzak affiliate Also 














1 ¥ . . : " - amed in the suit as defendants are 
7 oe desired. Poor programming, 2 6 ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) i {I Want You, I Need You mee Muzale "enees William Ben- 
oe a 2 ee Sen : {Don’t Be Cruel ton Harry Houghton and Charles 
complete lack of coordination ne- | C Cowles S it e 
. gated a great deal of the talents 3 4 DORIS DAY (Columbia) ................... Whatever Will Be, Will Be ae acai a ee 
AA involved, was n 2CO ’ : - amas ; 
lved. It n’t until the second ‘ suit involving a treble damage 
half that the concert got off the 4 ] PAT BOONE (Dot) .......ceeeeeeeeeeeeee. L Almost Lost My Mind claim of over $1,000,000, alleges 
ground as the very virtuoso Chico | Wavward Wind that Muzak entered in‘o a con- 
Hamilton quintet took over and | 5 2 Se GRIN CUED nvicvcccewcewsesccders ) so ee spiracy to obtain = ogee a 
i established a high mood which | |/Heart Hideaway monopoly in the fie d 0 hint 
generally maintained to the end | (M | music. rhe suit charges tuzak 
of the evening. : vLOTe with practicing —_ discrimination 
m . 6 5 PERRY COMO (Victor) ......e0eeee0ee++-{Glendora ‘against partieular franchise hold- 
W ith all its recent festival ex» \S’B lv Up There Likes Me ers, including Muse-Art, by charg- 
perience, the Duke Ellington orch | ody Pp =e oe ing royalties. that are grea‘er than 
missed many crowd-pleasing op- |i 7 7 VIC DAMONE (Columbia) ............... On Street Where You Live those paid by the favored fran- 
portunities. The “Festival Suite’? | = chisers. Plaintiffs state that Muzak 
ait a a co — to tonal. the 8 Q PATTI PAGE (Mercury) *eeeeeeseeeeeees Allegheny Moon | can fix arbitrary and excessive 
ill cold, an e sensational solo ; - rates which greatly increase th 
and ensemble smashes of the latter 9 8 MORRIS STOLOFF (Decca) .............. Moonglow-Pienic Theme ee 
half were too long delayed. Much | J TIN ‘uaa : »-Rion-s The it further charges tha 
more successful were the visiting 10 eo GENE VINCENT (Capitol) eo eeeeesessesese Be-Bop-a-Lula a rhe : mecegel further charge en 
1ere is a conspiracy between Niu 
solotste—Wilite (The Lion) Smith, zak and WCAU in Philadelphia to 
ee Barbara Lea, Buck TUNES deitoes Muse-Art’s busines: ' nd 
wae sae and Hank Jones. POSITIONS *ASCAP BMI prevent ‘lawful competition be- 
W hat marred the night as much This Tost ( C e t ) tween the latter two companie De 
as any faetor was the overage of | Taale Wa, Thy , Muse-Art charges that Muzak de 
radio coverage. By the time ABC, Week Week sUNS petetmmenases livered, directly or indirectly, con- 
pe on wales — Papey of | ] 4 “WHATEVER WILL BE, WILL BE .......................00++-.--Artists || fidential information of Muse Art’s 
meres, Rs ad set up| ‘ business to WCAU. Muse-Art has 
i ‘ates such | forest of mikes | 2 1 +WAYWARD WIND oeeeoevervreeeeseereeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeereese eee eves Warman | been affiliated VW ith Muzak raa over 
the musicians could hardly be seen. . (15 years. 
<n | 3 7 *MY PRAYER ea Shapiro-B : 
‘ And the time demands of the Vari- | eee eee eeoeoee reece ee seseeeeeeneereseeeeeeseees p y 2 ss ' iach 
ve a: 4 , | Under the agreement, Muse-Art, 
yk ous programs also interfered with | 4 3 *ALLEGHENY MOON . eT eee ee ee re | re Oxford fas a franchise holder, is required 
the normal processes of the live | ‘ to pay 10% of its gross to Muzak 
| Pic performance, | 5 5 v1 ALMOST LOST MY MIND . . eee essere eoeee ee ee eses Hill & Range plus supply a de‘ ailed list of names 
Sid Gross, the former British | * ‘ 'and addresses of its customers = 
disk jockey who produced the fes- | 6 6 ON. THE STREET WHERE YOU LIVE eevee ereoereeeereeres Chappell j | char ges. Muse- Art charges hat 
: tival, outdid himself in promoting | 7 2 “MOONGLOW-PICNIC THEME ........ ve seeeseee-Mills-Columbia Pics ]}| the names on its list were supplied 
the event—probably the best-sold | {to WCAU which solicited them for 
ga ever staged in these parts. | 8 $e FR PTY OEE nies coves cevess Seeks cevedwebs .seee. Presley 4}! new contracts. 
ut as an emcee he was a dud— NT . Max Ingber, president of Muse- 
especially when the Connecticut | 9 9 +I WA YOU, I NEED YOU, 1 LOVE YOU ao ae oat Gitte Presley | Art, said the suit had been “threat- 
Pops’ regular emcee, Walter Kier- |] 10 es Tewruen OCED-FASMIONED GIRL. ; ow... occ cece cece seess Valor ening” for several years and was 
— _ nan, was benched for the night. a | “inevitable.” 
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AFM ‘Receptive 
To Peace Talks 
With Local 47 


Hollywood, July 31. 
American Federation of Musi- 
cians appears to be “receptive” to 
suggested talks to achieve a fair 


and peaceful solution to the Local | 


47 revolt, it indicated here 
following departure of AFM coun- 
sel Henry Kaiser for Washington. 
Kaiser 
the injunction sought by Cecil F. 
Read, expelled from the Federa- 


was 


tion for leading the rebellion, pro- | 


hibiting the Federation from in- 


terfering with his work opportunl- 


ties and restoring him to member- 
ship pending trial of his court suit 
against the union. 

Injunction granted him full 
working privileges but did not re- 
store membership privileges. 

While Kaiser was here, it was 
learned, he held some informal 
discussions with members of the | 
dissident group, notably Max Her- | 
man, elected Local 47 veepee by 
acclamation last week. Herman, 
though long a member 





was here to argue against | 


of the in- 


| surgents, is known never to have 
publicly attacked James C. Pe- 
trillo or the union’s International 
'Executive Board 

Herman emphasized that the 
membership still feels it has a seri- 
ous employment problem but re- 
|ported there appeared to be 
encouraging signs that 
eration was willing to discuss the 
grievances. 

“The Local is faced with a grow- 
|ing problem and we need relief. I 
\think there is now a possibility 
| we may get some torm of relief 
through negotiation.” 


FLASH: ROCK ’N’ ROLL 








| 

| Tracy, Calif. July 31. 

| Some 1,500 youths danced peac- | 
ably to Fats Domino's rock 'n’ roll | 
music here Saturday (21) night 


after the dance was switched at | 


the last-minute from Siockton. 

| Stockton police chief Jack 
O’Keefe denied Domino band’s 
permission to appear after a dance 
| at San Jose had turned into a riot. 
| But here, 70 miles east of San 
Francisco, the dance was “orderly 


|and well conducted,” according to 


police chief Neil Tremaine. Only 
‘incident was the arrest of 22 
‘minors caught drinking in a lot 


next to the dancehall. 


Business Group Gives 


Haydn Society New Life; 
Catalog to Be Altered 





the Fed- | 
| which was slated to close up shop 
| due to 


| undergo 
}and refinancing. 


A group of businessmen headed 
by Howard Rikoon has come to 


the aid of the faltering Haydn So- 
city Record Co. Longhair diskery, 


lack of funds, has been 
| bought by Rikoon’s group and will 
complete reorganization 


Immediate plans for the Haydn 


| Society call for an overall catalog 
| revision. 
|} new 


DANCE IS NOT A RIOT 


According to Rikoon, the 
catalog will retain only the 
most successful numbers. New 
materials will be added on a regu- 
lar basis. Diskery also plans to 
|extend its recording scope beyond 
the longhair field to include every 
type of musical material. 

| Victor Cohen was named manag- | 
ing director and chief recording 
|}engineer of the new operation. He 
joined the Haydn Society in 1954. 





‘Record Stars’ 18G, St. L. 


St. Louis, July 31. 
“Top Record Stars of 1956” drew 
8,500 persons for a gross of $18,000 
at Henry W. Kiel Municipal Audi- 
torium Saturday (28). 
Presentation was sponsored 
Entertainment Enterprises. 


by 





| U.S. tour of the ¢ 


Tip to Tyro Writers: Cleffing’s a Cinch 
But You ve Gotta Be an A&R Genius 





Liberace’s Brit. 4 Weeks 


London, July 31. 

Liberace will stay here for four 
weeks, under Wilfrid Van Wyck’s 
management, during which he’ 
give eight one-night stands in Lon- 
don, Leicester, Croydon, Manches- 
ter, Sheffield and Dublin along 
with his brother George, who will 
conduct. 

His entourage 
his mother, Gordon 
ranger, and Seymour 
sonal manager. 


will also include 
Robson, ar- 
Heller, per- 





ANGEL SETS LP HYPO FOR 
CARABINIERI BAND TOUR 


a lieup with the upcoming 
Carabinieri Band 
of Rome, Angel Records will hit | 
the market with the group’s first 
LP to be released in this country. 
The 102-man ensemble arrives in 
New York Oct. 3 for a 42-date tour 
of the east and middle west. 


In 


Angel whipped up a similar disk | 
tie-in with the Scots Guards when | 
i they toured the U. 


S. last year. 
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* Amateurs take note: 


the secret 
of being a successful songwriter 
nowadays lies in being a _ great 
artist & repertoire talent. Anybody, 
even tyros, can write songs, but it 
takes a pro to showcase them in a 


11 | saleable way. 


According to 
| Dick Mz anning, 


Al Hoffman and 
a prolific songwrit- 
ing team who currently have the 
No. 1 hit in “Allegheny Moon,” 
selling a song through a lead sheet 
has gone the way of the buffalo. 
For one thing, musical notations 
are now like hieroglyphics to most 
modern-day publishers and_ to 
many of the a&r men at the major 
labels. They can’t read it and all 
they want is the “demo.” 

The demo, or demonstration disk, 
is now the key to Tin Pan Alley 
| salesmanship and songwriters are 
spending an increasing amount of 





time and money on turning out 
ae right kind of demo. Hoffman 
and Manning, for instance, will 


spend up to» $150 on making a 
| couple of demos with a singer like 
Ginny Gibson, plus a few sidemen 
and perhaps a vocal combo. 

Via the demo, the songwriter 
|can concretize his own interpreta- 


| tion of a song and, after he sells 
it to a publisher, the demo can 
serve to influence the disk a&r 
| chief's version along the intended 
jlines. The original demo, in fact, 
|is used all along the line. The 
writer sells it to the publisher, the 
publisher to the disker, and the 
disker to the artist. Nobody has 
| to read music any more. In the 
| Hoffman-Manning demo of “Alle- 
| Sheny Moon,” a harmonica part 


was used and then was repeated in 
the Patti Page Mercury click. 
When the publisher buys the 
; tune, he also picks up the tab for 
the demo, Songwriters of lesset 
calibre than Hoffman-Manning are 
| lucky to get their money back for 
the cost of the demos and don’t 
| bother to ask for advances. 
Hoffman and 
tally, are proot 
can buck a 


Manning, inciden- 
that a songwriter 
trend successfully. 
While rock ’n’ roll was at its hot- 
test, they were turning out click 
tunes in waltz tempo, among them 
being “Hot Diggity,” “Allegheny 
Moon,” and “We're Still Holding 
Hands.” They also tried to write 
rock ’n’ roll but couldn’t make it 
in this idiom and went back to 
what they knew best. 

Hoffman is one of 
|maining active pop 
| surviving from the era of the 
| 1920s. While others have retired 
|on the ASCAP earnings, he, along 
with a handful of others, including 
Charles Tobias, Al ewis, Al J. Nei- 
burg, Joe Meyer and perhaps a 
couple of others, are still busy 
writing and making the rounds 
| Manning, the younger member of 
ithe team, has been writing since 
1940 and joined with Hoffman four 
years ago 

Hoffman and Manning recently 
completed the score for “The Con- 
gressman,” a new Ray Bolger musi- 


cal comedy planned for Broadway 


the few re- 
songwriters 


ithis fall Book is by Don Apell 
| producer of the Vic Damone video 
i show, 


Score By Velona 
For 1957 Greus 


Prepping for his new 1957 “mec! 

anized” circus, bossman John Ring- 
ling North has tapped composer- 
; lyricist Tony Velona to pen an 
original score. The ’56 circus used 
tunes from the Frank Loesser cat 
alog. 

Velona will write about 10 new 
songs for the circus score which 
| will be handled like a legit musi- 
|}cal with a diskery tieup for an 
| original cast album and pop sin- 

| gles. However, no publisher has 


yet been set to handle the score. 
The deal for the circus was set 
by Velona’s personal manager 
Norman Rosemont, who is now 
| dickering with several pic compa- 
nies for the tunesmith’s service. 


Kellem GPM for Kessler 
Milton Kellem has taken over as 
general professional manager of 
Danny Kessler’s Pinelawn and 
Rush Music firms. Both compa- 











nies are affiliated with BMI. 
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On The Upbeat 


|Simpson ... Decca has 
| five-man comedy-vocal combo er 
|Buddy Bregman is writing the 
_material for Ella Fitzgerald’s next 
Verve “songbook” album, this one 





New York 



















Roncom Music, i 
publishing firm, landed U. S. rights | Square, 
to “Sadie’s Shawl” from British 
publisher John Fields. . 
ter was born to the 
(he’s deejay at WATO, Cambridge | eatery. 
Mass.) .. . George Wallington Trio, NBC 
play a jazz concert at the Westnor,| from _ the 


tional Enterprises (Jerry Levy-|| . 
Fred Amsel) pacted thrush Judy) with Fred 
Gaye. | 

Bobby Scott set for Steve Allen’s | 
“Tonight” tv-er Aug. 7 . The 
Four Voices to record four sides 
for Columbia this week ... The 
Rover Boys begin a week's engage- 
ment at the South Pacific Club, 
Birmingham, Aug. 6 Roger 
Coleman into the Highway Casino, 
Fall River, Mass., for one week 





, starting Aug. 13... Pianist Silvio 
|Sprigato joins the entertainment 
Perry Como’s | lineup at Herb McCarthy’s Bowden 
Southampton 
night (Wed.) . 


began a 


Westport, Conn., Aug. 7... Direc-| york's Hotel Statler Monday (30) | 
._ Gladys Shelley has collabbed 


Taking Candy From A Baby” and | 
“Sweet Sorrow.” 
itunes for the Verve label. 


Hollywood 


“In My Black Lace,” initial song 
to be published by William Hold- 
en’s Toluca Publishing Co., hits the 
music stores in mid-August. 


on Rodgers & Hart . . . Decca has 
bought the masters of two tunes cut 
by Kaycee Jones and originally 
released on the Marquee label... 


(L. 1.), to-| ponald Stein signed as musical di- 


.. South American 


. A daugh- | pianist Roger Ramirez currently at eg Hi paar eee | 
Ed Penneys| the keyboard at the Louis Petite Kauer signed to score “Outlaw 





pickup 
of New 


remote 


| James and Andrea King, 
Lounge 


Cafe 








Chicago 


Astaire on “Just Like Louis Armstrong set 


to play 
Astaire cut both , 
sored by the Chicago Sun-Times, 
Nov. 17, immediately following his 
Chez Paree engagement... Four 
Joes vocal group pacted for book- 
ing by Associated Booking Corp. 
_.. Stan Getz into the Modern Jazz 





Bal-' Wayne King one-nites it in the Chi 
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Room Aug. 15 for two frames .. .| 


lad was written by Bill & Jack;territory the last two weeks of 
signed | Octoper and all of November. . 
|Len Carrie & His Crackerjacks, a| Teddy Wilson opens at the London 





Queen,” indie pic starring Harry jonth 


} 
| 
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| 
| 
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House tonight (Wed.) for a five- 
week run... Sylvia Syms pencilled 
in for the Black Orchid opening 
Sept. 5... Carole Simpson into 
the Black Orchid Junior Room 
Aug. 21 ... Henry King on one- 


|niters in Texas Dec. 1-27. 








Pittsburgh 
Billy Rye 5 has moved to Craw- 
ford’s Grill for a run following six- 
at the Cove... Rose 


Murphy and her trio, with Slam! 


Stewart on bass, playing the Copa 
this week, a last-minute booking 
when deal for Sylvia Syms fell 
through ... Wayne Pascuzzi, Pitts- 
burgh Symphony percussionist, 
touring with Hermione Gingo!d’s 
strawhat revue, “Sticks and 
Stones.” He and George Bauer, on 
piano, are doing the show’s musical 
accompaniment... James Murray, 
with Bob McCoy band at Twin 
Coaches, filled in as Pearl Bailey's 
accompanist for most of her en- 
gagement there when Miss Bailey’s 
regular pianist, Lloyd Phillips, was 
in sick bay ... Tiny Irvin, local 
singer who used to be Dizzy Gil- 
lespie’s vocalist, now at Atlantic 
Beach Club in Bermuda... Ralph 
Marterie plays a one-nighter at 
West View Park on (3)... Cozy 
Harris at the piano in Flame Room 
nightly, with Three Gems aug- 
menting him weekends. 





Dallas 


Elvis Presley 


for Cotton Bowl Oct. 11, during 


State Fair of Texas, sponsored by | 


KLIF radio station ... Louis Arm- 
strong & All Stars will be a fea- 
ture of Negro Achievement Day, 
15, at Texas State Fair. 
Satchmo is skedded for four cuffo 
shows on the midway. Arm- 
strong’s also dated for Louann’s 


| Oct. 23, and Woody Herman is set | 
for a Dec. 7 one nighter at same} 
.. Bandleader Sandy Sandi- | 


spot . 
fer and wife Betsy Jones, his vo- 


| calist, settled here as a permanent 


base for the band’s activities. 


Seattle 


Leslie (Tiny) Martin, president 
of Seattle AFM Local 76, named 
“Prince of Mirth” and head of 
Seafair Clown CTfub for annual Sea- 





fair celebration, Aug. 3-12... Nel- 
son Alexander into Roughrider | 


Room at Roosevelt Hotel, first time | 


lounge has used entertainer... 
Northwest 


a Seafair Jazz Festival, Aug. 5 


Scotland 
Al Martino’s new date for Em- 
pire, Glasgow, now skedded as 
Sept. 3 Mel Torme making 


debut at the Glasgow vaudery Aug. 
6... The Hilltoppers pacted for 
same date Aug. 13... David Whit- 
field, English disk singer, playing 
to Scot customers Sept. 17 week 
. Billie Anthony into Glasgow 
vaude week after BBC airings... 
Howard Lockhart, Scot broadcast- 
er, doing brief deejay series... 
Freddy Randall orch to Edinburgh. 


Newell’s New Spot 


London, July 31. 
Newell, recording ex- 
and hit songwriter (his latest 
the 
who recently returned 
States after 
Carson, has 
Record Club organization. 
He will personally supervise all 
recordings under this label. 

Newell was formerly with 


Norman 
composition “By 
ot 
from 


1S 
Rome’’), 
the 
Jeanne 


writing for 
joined the 


Co- 


the fall in connection with his 
many writing activities over there. 





|Big 3 Spreads 


Out on Longhair 
And Standards 





and show pacted | 


Jazz Workshop has set | 


Fountains | 


The Big Three is expanding the 
scope of its educational and stand. 
lard activities. 

In a sustained drive to incr« 
| the use of the copyrights from the 
| Robbins, Feist & Miller catalogs, 
|}the Big Three has prepped con- 
jcert arrangements of such pop 
| standard American compositions ag 
|Louis Alter’s “Manhattan Sere. 
| nade,” Nacio Herb Brown’s “Amer. 


|ican Bolero,” Peter De_ Rose's 
|“Autumn Serenade” and “Royal 
| Blue,” Rudy Wiedoeft’s ‘“Va'so 
| Vanite,” among others. The com- 


positions have been arranged for 
a full symphonic orchestra. They 
were prepared under the editorial] 
| supervision of Ferde Grofe. 

| The pubbery also will make 
available to the trade for the first 
| time a full symphonie arrangement 
of Grofe’s “Grand Canyon Suite.” 


The composition heretofore was 
available only on a rental basi 
Publications from foreign cata- 


'logs will also be put into the big 
| Three’s stepped-up educational and 
| standard program. A deal was 
cently concluded for exclusive rep- 
resentation of copyrights from the 
catalog of Edizoni Curci, Milan 
(Italy) publishing house, for the 
North American territory. 

Most of the firm’s new material 
will be introduced at fall educa- 
tional conventions under the 
pervision of Ed McCauley, Big 
Three educational director. The 
trade relations will be handled by 
Bernie Prager, firm’s sales man- 
ager. 


| Lauralee ASCAP Pub 

| A new ASCAP publishing firm, 
Lauralee Music, has been launched 
| primarily to handle the score for 
|the planned Broadway revue, 


< 


Sue 





|‘‘Love Is King.” The firm will be 
| headed up by Leo Ross, Laura 
|Manning and Jim Downey Jr. 

The score for the revue was 


| clefted by Ross and Miss Manning 
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THE QUEEN OF SONG 


DINAH WASHINGTON 


Aug. 7—BLACKHAWK, 
Aug. 21—SARDI'S, 
MERCURY 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORPORATIO 


JOE GLASER, Pres. 


New York 
745: 5th Ave. PL. 9-4600 


203 No. 


San Francisco—2 Wks. 
Hollywood—2 Wks. 
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...they can help you sell more in this 2% billion dollar retail sales market*! 


These popular deejays bring entertainment and product news to the great and 
srowing permanent population of the nation’s Capital...and to the 4,500,000 tourists 
and businessmen who annually visit the area. Why not let these key salesmen 
help you move more merchandise in the Capital’s more than 500,000 radio homes! 


*Sales Management “Survey of Buying Power’’, 1956 
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de Stuf—Music 
} 
Catal 
Inside Stull—Musie ac {RETAIL SHEET BEST SELLERS 
Recent snapping of flagpole by third base line at Wrigley Field, 
Chicago, prompted oldtimers to recall that this zone was the congre- 
gating point in old days for the Chicage music pluggers and vaude _ | l = | ~ | e | ola 
agents and layoif actoi Most violent beitor was the late Chicago ARIETY = ls | Ole! Sic lo |O]z% | 
music publisher Milton Weil, who one day falsely accused an actor ¢ lIoleie2 | < © 2 eo | els 
in a loud voice (and Weil had no other) of welshing on a bet. Next Survey of retail sheet music ~ Elo|s a an eials a) a 
‘ : ° 3s 7;16¢ i @ >| is ~ 
day Weil took the loudspeaker microphone and apologized to the best sellers based on reports Oolals|eis be = F Siz Zz iS | 
whole ballpark for having bum-rapped the actor, having gotten this obtained from leading stores in 2 | « lx = | = | a ro e | a | 9 lol T 
bets mixed. 13 cities and showing com- gleie \2); Sie) e!1al S| & ~ |} oO 
—— parative sales rating for this —~isi| a] & | @ ein ialia@! & | o Ciel T 
Jack Benny gets “program notes” credit on the upcoming Columbia and last week. ra & | % = =) 2 oD - . Z bd + - \ 
LP by Frances (Mrs. Edgar) Bergen who. besides being the wife of * ASCAP + BMI Ss | 2 = Fi |e/;c S | = - 5 | = ° L 
ventriloquist in private life, has appeared on Benny's tv programs. 716 l } i | > | leilié iO] | els 
She only recently essayed a n:tery tour in the plush hotel and bistro ala J iZisz lS je isio} Bis | | n az 5 p 
circuit. Platter is a medley of stuff variously taped in Hollywood, National | ri = | § | £ ] ins | ls lg g | = 0 
Chicago and New York, respectively with Matty Matlock’s orchestra, Rating } zis 2/¢ | s |= | 2 | 2 | & | 5 | - 
the Art Van Damme Quintet and Johnny Eaton’s Quintet. This Last . Sis |< Sis S | ¢ Cit lala = N 
aati wk. wk. Title and Publisher Pigielelieislz2/2i2 | Sigle|s| 7 
Latest advertising jingle to get a pop tune treatment is “I Wonder - Zima li&a@inioisializsials | ain | a! Ss 
Where The Yellow Went,” recorded for Decca by the Jumpin’ Jacks, a - — 
Jingle, a Pepsodent toothepaste plug, has been given a new set of 1 1 _*Allegheny Moon (Oxford). 2.2'3 12 i%16#%1 3232 22 «7 *4YW 
lyrics by Don Williams, composer of the original jingle. Williams “2. 2 Wayward Wind (Warman) =o Sees - 2 1 1 1 2 2 104 
is a copywriter with Foote, Cone & Belding’s Chicago office. It’s “3 4 ¥Whatever Will Be_ (Artists) 1 3 9 > Tt 10 5 510 4 3 5 ; - 
his first pop tune effort as well as the Jumpin’ Jacks debut disk. Flip es a *Street You Live (C shappell) a or a z 3 Ss, 
side is “Frantic Antic,” also cleffed by Williams. = 74 
Be, “5 a *Could 1 Danced ~ (Chappell). 4 5 7 2 - 7 6 6 40 
George R. Marek, RCA Victor v.p. over the album division, is turn- 6 Je. *Moonglow _ as ; 10 4 6 5 8 5 110 39 
ing up in Harper's Bazaar August issue with a piece called “Offenbach ‘ina Se *My Prayer | (Shapiro- a 6 210 7 2 10 7 33 
in America, Actually, it’s an excerpt from liner notes which Marek = — me +Almost Lost My Mind (H&R) 10 . © F FF BS SF 32 
did for an album of that title which Victor is releasing in the fall. . _ el © __ 32 
It’s probably the first time that liner notes were given the “reprint” 9 10 ‘Old-Fashioned Girl (Valor) 4 _ 8 § . 9 6 4 8 29 
treatment in advance of publication. 10 7 __ *Ivory Tower (Morris) 8 8 5 a 97 
: ; presets ae, Sal i 11 9 +Hand— in Hand (Republic) 9 5 3. 4 5... 96 
When a Montreal columnist wrote that Elvis Presley wouldn't play 12 ‘Want, Need You (Presley) 9 - 6 oar VE lee” 
the Forum, mainstem arena, because it wouldn’t meet his price, ———— tiainianaprniaiaes no . <U 
Forum manager Frank Selke denied it. He said he wouldn't allow 13 6 *Pienic (Columbia Pic.) a — = 8 10 «6 9 10 19 
Presley to appear there because experience has shown that rock ‘n’ 14 ~ *Canadian Sunset (Meridian) 6 10 4 i 7 9 15 
roll singers attract “undesirables” and sometimes start leatherjacket 15 13  *To Be With You (Mayfair) 10 510 — 
riots. “The Forum doesn’t need the money,” he added. . . 


; same distribution facilities in sev- 
|eral key areas. In Los Angeles, 
Hart Distributors, which has han- 
dled London tor some time, is, tak- 


Dot, London To 


° ° 'ing over the Dot line with Al Ben- | 

Sh ) { h nett, former ot veepee, swinging | 

are 1S il S over to Hart as general manager. 

In Boston, Dot is switching its 

Hollywood, July 31. distribution to the London outlet 

Dot Records marked the opening Lhere, Mutual Distribution, and the 

: - existing Dot-London setups with 

of ts new Hollywood homeoffice James H. Martin Inc. in Chicago 

by finalizing a new joint distribu-| snq Lieberman Music Co. in Min- 
pac Rage rend oe oe | neapolis, will continue. 

vhic cover approximate ae PTE : 

aan, ak tee Ammeieée Gate he In the foreign deal, London will 


continue to distribute Dot product 





» oe > j > » eyictinge acree-|. ‘ . - 
the “yo a the Pv yee geen in Britain, Holland, Germany, 
oe eer he ptm . oie . +1 'aS | Italy, Spain, Switzerland and parts 
een extended for another three! o¢ the Near East 
years. 

Under the unique arrangement, 


affects the artists 
label | 
the 


which in no way 
or repertoire setup of either 
Dot and London will utilize 


Buddy Robbins Handling 
Styne’s Stratford Music 


Howard (Buddy) Robbins, 








son of 


music biz vet Jack Robbins, will 
handle the Jule Styne publishing 
setup, Stratford Music, which will 
publish “The Bells Are Ringing” 
everglowing sits score Styne, besides producing 
the Judy Holliday starrer, wrote 
the score with Betty Comden and 


MOONGLOW 


Adolph Green, who did the libret- 
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Mills Gains a Point ‘Donegan Doesn’t Think 
In Legal Mixup Over Much of U.S. Show Biz 


‘Mary Low Assignment Shortly dies eee July 31. 


| 


Col to. Reprise 
Bernstein TVers 


Leonard Bernstein will join Co- 
lumbia Records Masterworks roster 
this fall. Already pencilled in for 
Bernstein’s waxing schedule are 
groovings of two of his musical 
commentary shots on CBS-TY’s 
“Omnibus” series last season 

The “Omnibus” stanzas set for a 
wax workover are Bernstein's an- 
| alysis of the history of jazz and his 


returning from a 
A petition by Venus Music for a | 10-week tour of the U. S., Lonnie 
summary judgment to get the full Donegan, the guitarist - vocalist 
copyright renewal assignment on | Whose line is folk music with a 
the oldie, “Mary Lou,” was turned | J42z beat, said of American show 
down in N.Y. Federal Court last; biz: “There almost isn’t any, and 
week by Judge Edward J. Dimock$} What there is is very poorly pro- | 
Ruling gives the defendant pub-| duced. In fact, it’s dead.” 
lisher, Mills Music, a cortinuing| Donegan, star of the Pye-Nixa 
interest in the tune which was| bestselling disk, “Rock Island 
written by Abe Lyman, George | Line,” ventilated his beef against 
Wagener and J. Russell Robinson what everyone in Britain believed | 
in the early 1920s. |to be “slick and terrific’ setup 
Venus Music has the renewal as- | Whereas, “outside of New York, 
signments from Waggner and Rob- there wasn't any show biz, just 
inson and also claimed an assign-|@!SK jockeys. and more disk 
ment from Lyman. Latter writer | Jockeys,” said he 
was responsible for the mixup be- He declaimed about the ineffi- 
cause he admittedly signed several | Clency of show management. At 


conflicting renewal assignments. 
Lyman gave Mills, which acquired 
the tune from the Henry Waterson 


no one cared when the house 


Inc. ca alog, his renewal rights for sicians chosen to accompany him 
$200 in 1936, but this assignment ranged from the best to the worst.” 
was never recorded. In 1942, he Although he grossed around $980 
assigned his rights to Fred Fisher | 2 week throughout the tour, it was 
Music, from which Venus later ac- | hardly enough to defray his hotel, 
quired the tune. Still later, Lyman | agents’ percentages, fare and pub- 


signed an affidavit saying he was licity expenses. 








one stop, where he topped the bill, | 
or- | 
chestra failed to turn up, and mu- | 


discussion 
Symphony. 
| compositions 


of Beethoven's Fifth 
He'll also put his own 

into the groove 
orch conductor and solo pianist 


ag 











STYNE & CAHN'S 














































to. Staging is by Jerome Robbins ; my “ : ’ . 
’ ging ‘med about what he! I would like to go back,” said rT . . 
Chappell Music will distrib the | "°! fully informed bg ag ‘1c?! Donegan “ irl Pe Saturday Night is the 
, > asic . ahaa : 4. | corner ll sc act ; ’ : ans, } = 4 ® ” 
Secombe wet own the ba: ie copy! ights. Inci- Poigh . know what I’m doing.” 5 loneliest night of the week 
ered | “A the dentally, Styne has Miss Holliday Judge Dimock ruled that Venus inte sme sian ; st 
8 © ional Tea Paes for two years’ release from her Co- Music must establish that the 1936 | ti ; f ain oe the forma- State ; 
J lumbia Pictures contract by spe- assignment to Mills by Lyman was ree bs be raree- ol four-piece : oho 5% a csetetenetieseseesean etl 
cial understanding with Col prexy | Het valid. oo pa group to accompany his | : os CAHN 
Harry Cohn who thinks a couple ae staged 7s ee or | MUSIC 
ef seasons on Broadwas ae ee ee —— jan album release under his Pye 
from picture is ned aie “ al { Hi ima contract. SOR. 
—_———— — — — ———_- = Ss, IS BC S 25 é 
-= —————— —- mT around. Miss Holliday has “Solid Co umbia itting eo _ 
PROGRAM TO- DAY |} Gold Cadillac and another Col = Continued from page 41 — McKean to Magnetics —| gums hemes 
pic, “Full of Life i tl can angie 
| L, i I ai n 11e a . . e : 
| YESTERDAY'S | awaiting release privilege on pop albums. Label is As Marketing Mer. | % 
- also guaranteeing it’s hi-fi product. Gil McKean has joined Mag- | ma ry aly P| 
J li S T Y 0 ij Madera Orch to ABC-Par That is, if a consumer isn’t satis- netics Corp. of America as mar- | 
7 | The Bobby Madera orch has| fied with the hi-fi sound on the rer He — aio henbar nd 
joined the ABC-Paramount roster. | Co! alt nae al Bk | been advertising and merchandis- | 
d Uj 6 T Ra E The 13-man combo will cut several sartgy ums, he can get his money ing director for Columbia Records. | 
original tunes by Madera and An- | °°” ‘ _ |, Magnetics holdings include the | 
Music by 'tar Daly, the band vocalist, this | Diskery is also continuing its Audio-Video Recording Co., A-V | 
JESSE GREER week under the supervision of the | “Buy of the Month” program Tape Libraries, electronics sales | 
| oer artist & repertoire chief Sid| through the fall campaign. The | ww cg one ont ri Brie | FRAN KIE 
. . re 2>T ” ~ ry ’ T'S. 4 > S | 
Published by Robbins ot with ABC-Par was set by “Buys” for August are Paul Wes- duties will include canieaien teak 
| 799 7th Ave., New York 19 ll the Storper Agency. which handles | ton’s “Solo Mood” and Andre Kos- | promotion of all the various cor- recorded. fy 
— a the orch. telanetz’s onera-for-orchestra ver- poration activities. — 
— ———— — ————_——__ sion of “Madame Butterfly.” For 
Ce 2 —_—==— mite <—s a t ~y | September the “Buys” will be the Canton R&R’s 8G | TOES SNS GEE. 
ati: I I t —xs . : —— 
' oan ; Ti Ty aE: rts" ss Lalo-Bruch Concerti with Isaac | Canton, O., July 31. | ——————— 
¢/ —— ] |Stern and “Reflections” by The| More than 4,000 persons, 3,941 ““STARLIT HOUR” | 
Another BMI "p Pj | | Four Lads and Claude Thornhill’s | of — paid, tolled about $8,000 
in Up" Hit Sweeny The “Buy” platters are reg- ie gg mi ggg ah poi MGM - LP - E - 3350 
. ALMOST 7 ular 12-inch LPs set to retail at | jam session. wes | 12 Compositions 
$2.98. Featured were Al Hibbler, Carl Y 
7 7 Saas . Dey ¢ 
ae LOST MY MIND In addition to Col’s distribs and | a — Carr, Frankie Ly-| PETER DE ROSE 
a PAT BOONE. Recorded head field salesmen, diskery’s represen- |™40_ and Teen-Agers. _—_—— 
HH IVORY JOE HUNT eee cece. Dot few ige- from Canada and Mexico 
sist: Fees.” |and affiliates from Australia and 
= ELTON BRITT. hii atte. MGM South Africa attended the Estes 
i= AYLOR MAIDS TPP eeeeserceess.. Victor Park powwow. Among the Col tal- - =-¢ lian - * 
a BILL JOHNSON. Teer OR DEW © sey. s sie Capitol ‘ent on hand for the shindig were America S >Fastest 
THE HARPT a Ro Jo Stafford, Paul Weston, Tony “= 
= ONES. anex Bennett, The Four Lads, Johnny 
al siete CORDS i406 0%. coe Bru fr emg Eileen Rodgers, Jerri 5 |) ee - s| 
she Adams, Cathy Johnson, Jerry Val =§ | -R . 
; y ams, Cathy Johnson, Jerry Vale, od, a : 
HILL AND RANGE | Ray Conniff, Erroll Garner, Carl . SETING -~ ecor 
NGS, INC 
“a ° ° Smith, Johnny Horton, The Collins 
i= “ie, tte a Kids, Larry & Laurie and Enrique 


= — , 
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Kozloff Kicks Up aFuss on Nevada's — 
Cheap Politics’ in Casino License Nix 


Las Vegas, July 31. ¢ 
Veteran gambler Jake Kozloff ’ 
lashed out at Nevada’s* gambling Icer S Turkey Trot 
czars, secused Ray any S Phe, “Stars on Ice;” a 10-person show 
politics,” and said he wi SURGE | eemantiy wneinin ph 
oniedaein Mia “ins " - g in Quebec, has 
a Cen veview Sy Soev. Snares Sas been booked for a tour of Turkey 





Billy Daniels Stays 
In Britain Till Sept. 


@ London, July 24. 

Billy Daniels, whose tour of 
Britain was due to have ended this 
month, has switched plans and will 
stay here until the end of Sep- 
tember. 

He has additional dates lined up 
all round the country. 


Garland 2-a-Day 





sed g Pim pian eer OF tng | and other Middle-East stops by 
which saw him denied a license to | Mercury Artists Corp. Tavel & | 


operate the casino of the Hacienda | Marouani Agency of Paris worked 
Hotel on the Las Vegas Strip. on the tour with the Mercury 
In thumbing down Kozloff’s ap-| fice. 


plication for a gaming permit, Rob- Lately, the Mercury outfit has | 
bins Cahill, chairman of the three- | been shuttling a lot of its top per-| 
past activities in the state, his op-| Included are June Havoc, Connie 


eration of the Last Frontier and | Sawyer, and Gina & Gerardo. 


his current financial statement do | 
not meet with the board’s satisfac- | d (’ f Hi 
tion.” 0 a é t 
The denial climaxed a day-long nl on S I 
session in the board’s Carson City 
P k § 








chambers, a session that was punc- 
tuated by the revocation of several 





gambling licenses of clubs ac- 
cused of cheating players. The 
cubs held in question are located The summer has become the 
in Reno and hinterland towns| busiest time of year in London 


around the state. After taking neg- cafes, according to Harry Meadows, 
ative action on Kozloff’s applica- | operator of Churchill's there and 
tion, Cahill told capital city re-| who is currently in the U. S. buy- 
porters that “we (the Control | ing talent. Meadows declared that 
Board) are merely trying to clean | the tourist influx has become so 
up Nevada’s gambling industry and | great that the better part of the 
rid it of unhealthy elements.” business is being done at this time 


~ Set for Palace; 
8-Wk. Minimum 


i 

| 

| Judy Garland is set to bring 

| back two-a-day at New York’s Pal- 

lace for a second time. Singer has 

| been signed for a minimum eight- 

|week deal at that house 
20. Under the 


| Sept. deal, she’il 


get 60° of the gross and will sup- | 


ply the remainder of the talent. 
She’ll do the second half of the 
show. 


It will be Miss Garland’s second 
stand at the house, having done a 
19-week engagement there starting 
Oct. 16, 1951, which was played 
over a 20-week span. Number of 
| shows per week hasn't been set as 
yet, although eight is the most 
likely number. 

Possibility is that she'll do nine 


| 


starling | 


100G for Equipment 

Kozloff had sought to lease the 
casino of the recently completed 
hospice from the Hacienda Hotel 
Corp. His financial statement pre- 
sented to the agency assigned to 
police the state’s key industry dis- 
closed that he had recently shelled 
out $100,000 for gaming equipment 
and has a current bankroll of an 


additional $100,000 on deposit in a} 





of year. Situation, he said, is all| with matinees on Wednesdays 

the more remarkable inasmuch as | Saturdays and Sundays. House wili 

most cafes used to shutter during | be closed Mondays. During her 

the hot months. | (Continued on page 52) 
In former years, Meadows said, 


many of the business establish- | 


ments and factories used to cone JOEY ADAMS & CINDY 
TO PLAY Gl CIRCUIT 


to the seaside or other holiday | 
spots. The tremendous influx of | 





Las Vegas bank. 

The Hacienca ‘ex-Lady Luck Ho- | 
tel) is presently operating its bar 
and restaurant and formal ribbon- 
snipping ceremonies were pending 
Kozloff’s okay by the Control 
Board to headup the casino A | 


spokesman for the hotel told | Billy Vis egy eon set for two 
2 , ‘ 


sons has changed that, Meadows 
said. 

Meadows is in the U. S. to buy 
a supply of talent for the ensuing 
year. He'll be here until the end 
of the month. 


VARIFTY that the spa wil lup it . 

sieece at the spa will holdup its | engagements at El Morocco, Mont- 

grand opening in lieu of further! +6.) First one is for Oct. 15 and 
| « . , ° « 


(Continued on page 25) 'return takes place Jan. 21. 


tourists during the past few sea- | 


Joey Adams and his wife, Cindy 
|Heller, will junket around the 
world .playing for overseas GIs. 
|The Adamses will put on shows 
utilizing the talent among the 
troops and will act as emcee for 
the shindigs. 

Starting point for the trip is 
Germany. They'll make about 40 
stops before returning to the U:S. 
about Sept. 20. Trip is being co- 
ordinated by the Air Force 


| 


Fast Footwork Saves Sullivan's 


TV Circus After Acts, Union Balk 





: Berle’s WMA Office 


Milton Berle is establishing 
office within the William Morris 
Agency. He had a similar setup 
on the Coast during the time his 
teleshow emanated from. there 
Purpose of the setup is to facilitate 
deals by working more closely with 
the percentery. 

It’s understood that Berle will be 
doing more nitery dates starting 
in the fall or winter. 


Europe Boon For 


US. Thrillcaces 


Omaha, July 31. 
American-type thrill shows are 
ready to reap top financial bonan- 
|zas in Europe. That was the report 
here of Leo Overland, general 
manager of the Trans-World Dare- 


an 





devils, who just returned trom 
overseas. 
“We did better business in our 


70 performances in 76 days than in 
our first trip over there last year,” 
Overland declared, “and spots that 
we repeated were exceptionally 
better. Next season should be bet- 
iter than ever.” 
| Overland said next year’s tour 
|might be hiked to 20 weeks, with 
Belgium, Holland, Italy and Lux- 
embourg added. This year the Earl 
Newberry-owned unit hit England, 
France and Switzerland. 
Trans-World docked in New 
York July 18, and opened its U.S 
junket at Chicago’s Soldiers Field 
two nights later. It registered 
moneymaking turnouts of 2,700 
and 3,500 at Playland Park here 
the following two nights. 


the Cvytrix 


Overland = signed 
Troupe of English motorcyclists 
while in Britain to add drawing 
power for this fall’s fair dates 


+ 


Last-minute balks nearly pre- 


vented the Ed Sullivan Show from 
going on over CBS-TV Sunday (29), 
Although the deal by which per- 
formers on the unfair list of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
would be permitied to go on that 
show had been worked out previ- 
ously, question arose of initiation 
fees and dues of the acts on the 
prescribed list. 

Several of the turns, booked for 
Sullivan by Al Dobritch, objected 
to having to join the union, and 
AGVA reps were equally adamant. 
The affair was settled at the last 
minute on Sunday when Sullivan 
stated that he would personally 
guarantee the $109 for each of the 
performers. 

The performers from Ringling 
Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus 
were put on the banned list by the 
union for passing the picket line 
put. up by AGVA and the Interna- 
tional Brotherhood ot Teamsters, 
AGVA aiicrwaru passed a@ resolu- 
tion placing the periormers stay- 
ing with the circus on the unfair 
list and fining them $2,000 along 
With a six-month suspension. 


When question of permitting the 
acts to work tor Sullivan Came up, 
AGVA made a coicession in the 
suspension, lifting 1 tor one hour, 
it the tines were paid. However, 
iuriher concessions wcre made by 
the union, In a teiegraphed refer- 
endum to its national board which 


was completed kFriday (27), when 
/23 affirmative voles came in 
‘board has 45 members), it was 


voted to permit the acis that had 
made arrangemenis to pay the fine 
io work elsewhere during the per- 
iod of suspension. Agent Dobritch 


guaranteed payment of the fine, 
but during negotiations wit® the 


acts apparently 
the 

When three of the foreign turns 
balked at the initiation fee on the 
ground that this was a tree coun- 
try and they didn’t need permis- 
sion from the union to work, na- 


(Continued on page 50) 


hadn't figured on 
dues and initiations. 








“it was only a few years ago that Paul D‘Amate 
forecast stardom for Martin and Lewis, and as 
everyone knows his prediction ran true to 
form. Now he has high raves for the Christie 
girl. The youngster is loaded with talent as 
500 Club patrons well know by now and those 
who have seen her report she can’t miss mak- 
ing the grade as a star.” 


ATLANTIC CITY REPORTER. 


New Song Stylist 


LYNN 






CHRISTIE 









Currently 25th WEEK 
500 CLUB, Atlantic City 


——-— 


doubling MAYFLOWER HOTEL, Atlantic City 


Personal Management: CASS FRANKLIN 
Lou Walters Enterprises, Inc. 
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Vaude, Cafe Dates 








New York | 


Martha Raye into the Latin Cas- 


ino, Philadelphia, Sept. 20 to 29, Jimmy Wakely planes to Missouri 
Terri Stevens wrapped up for | to emcee “Ozark Jubilee” on ABC- | 
the Holiday House, Pittsburgh,|TV Aug. 4, while Red Foley 
Jan. 21... Davis & Reese repeat | vacashes. 
at the Elegante, Brooklyn, Oct. 11 -_—— 
_. . Lilo to make a second stand | 
at the Eden Roc, Miami wong Dallas 
il Fos signed witt : 
Gut J deinen Weide Ameen we | Colony Club, with Johnnie Bach- 
Be Blue daned ow rie Beverly emin current, has Reta Rae er 
n > , ‘ e, Sept. . 
Hills Country Club, Newport,-Ky.. Fes Los, Sept. 28, ‘and Jer yd 
Sept. 26 oe hag Darcel tapped | ern, Oct. 6... Monaco Room de- 
° i “ i a 4 tat- 
telnchionn, “Miami Beach, Aug. P| Brill. . . Don Cornel at the S | weekly. 
> he 
we 7 ol ge ol Sees —— Mindy Saran, Aue. tone Ww = Pas | 
: _ 3 Hartman due Sept anche 
Bishop dated for the Paramount, Vineyard into return date at Em-| 


N. Y., with Tommy & Jimmy Dor- 
sey on the Frank Sinatra show. 


ED 





Chicago 


Helen Traubel into Palmer 
House Dec. 27 for four trames 
Eddie Peabody inked for the Haci- 
enda, Las Vegas, Aug. 27-Sept. 23 
P Nino Nanni plays the Park 
Lane, Denver, Aug. 10-30 . 
Yonely pencilled in for the Black 
Orchid Sept. 5... Hank Thomp- 
son & Brazos Valley Boys into Ho!- 
iday House, Pittsburgh, Aug. 24 
for 10 days... Ted Lewis plays the 
Riverside Hotel, Reno, 
Sept. 12 ... Spike Jones into the 
Chez Paree Aug. 9, with vocalist 
Helen Grayco .. . Four Step Bros. 
set for the Republican 
Convention, San Francisco, Aug. 
20; they segue with a 16-day tour 
of Ohio. 


Hollywood 


Romo Vincent age stand at 
NY’s Copacabana Sept. Bob 
Crosby’s orch and The ¥ FERS 
have been set to play the Calif. 
State Fair in Sacramento, Sept. 6-9 

Miss Rae Bourbon debuts at 


the Melody Room on Sunset Strip | 


this week. It’s a new act, featur- 
ing the former femme impersona- 
tor who uaderwent sex-change sur- 
gery in Mexico some _ months 
ago ... Champ Butler will do a 
one-niter An. 4 at Hotel Coronado, 


| titorium skedding 
| day 


Aug. 30- 


| sino, 
National | 





‘at Club Harlem. 


Denver 


Lounge, Las Vegas, Aug. 16. 


|erated on a 
since 1934, 


pire Room, Fort Worth . Kiz & | 
Dick Harp, at the Bachelors’ Club, 
inked by Freddie Williamson of | 
Associated Booking Corp... Spor- 
two shows Fri- 
(3) for “Top Record Stars of 
56” show, with Cathy Carr, Al Hib- 
ler, Carl Perkins, Teenagers, Tli- 
nois Jacquet orch and three other 
acts, 








Roberta Sherwood’s Buff 


| our “Ieers” (24), “Ice” Squires 
Atlantic City, July 31. | (12), Jonn Berkman Orch (15). 
Roberta Sherwood has been | Produce rs, George & Ruth Tyson; 


signed by Harry Altman to appear 
| Thanksgiving week in the Town Ca- 
Buffalo, when she will be in- | 
troduced by Walter Winchell. All 
proceeds of her opening show will 
go to the Damon Runyon Cancer 
fund, with Winchell ma‘ching the 
take. 

In his first appearance in this 
resort in 25 years, Winchell made 
this announcement here Sunday 
morning (29). Columnist, accom- 
panied by a party including Jack 
O'Brien, N. Y. Journal-American 


| Buddy & Baddy, Jorge Valle, 
Preem for Runyon Fund, dy Murray, Smith & LaDue, Glam.- 


,choreography and staging, Chester 
| Hale; 





tv columnist; Lee Ann Meriwether 
(Miss American '55), Joe Di Mag- 
gio, Charles O’Curran, George | 


Solotaire and Harry Sobol, 
the resort after catching 
Sherwood’s 500 Club dinner 
and Larry Steele's 


toured 
Miss | 
show | 
“Smart Affairs” 
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“Genius—brilliance as 
with universal 
larious.” 


“A perfectionist." 


Circle 6-8789 





JIMMY SAVO 


CAPTURES CLEVELAND! 


appeal—droll 
—GLENN C. PULLEN, 


Cleveland Plain Dealer. 
—NOEL FRANC 


“A genius—there are few of his breed around. 
Chaplin, if he hasn't lost his touch in exile." 


—WINSOR FRENCH, Cleveland Press. 


@® Just Concluded @ 


ALPINE VILLAGE 


CLEVELAND 


xk 


a funny pantomimist 
buoyancy, hi- 


IS, Cleveland News. 


New York, N. Y. 








|a ringside seat. 


LAs Daytime Rendezvous 
‘Shelves Acts, Keeps Orch 


Los Angeles, July 31. 
What is believed to be the only 


. Bob Scobey and his| stronghold of afternoon floorshows 
' Dixieland group play the Flamingo | in the country calls off its enter- 


|'tainment for the tired businessman 
next week. 


Spot is the Rendezvous Room of 
the Biltmore Hotel, which has op- 


want more 
show, so acts are 
Arvon Dale orch 


less 
dropped. 
remain. 


will 


Room had a weekly budget of 
around $1,750, including orch. New 


policy will save almost $1,000 











Ice Review 











Holiday On Ice 


Portland, Ore., July 25. 

Morris Chalfen’s “Holiday On Ice 
of 1956," with Hayes Alan Jenkins, 
Sonya Kaye, Shirley Winter, Bill 
Blocker, Cal & Dori Cook, Raf- 
floer & Mapes, Gladys Miller, Flip 
|& Flop, Ben Dova, Hiser & Rubaki, 
Bud- 


costumes, Robert Mackin- 
tosh; 


| Horses, 


noon-to-dark policy | 
presenting floorshows | 
lat 1:30 and 5:30 p. m 
| parently 


| general 
Patrons ap- | pt 

° ! i 
dancing and|* ~ 


being | 








Circus Review 











‘Cireus Medrano, Berlin 


Berlin, July 24. 
With Ernst Arnold, 4 Jungoves, Cowboy 
Peter, Pomi, Pas de Deux, 2 Cowleys, 
Marlene, Medrano’s Elephants, 2 Car- 
tellys, Tulli Medrano & Renato as 
Trio Amedeo, Karen & Sto 
franz Lukas & Tigers, Olivia Belfort, 
Original 3 Dovitas, Hella Medrano, Me- 
dini & Peter Huebner, Taxi Number 13, | 
4 Cutanos, Medrano Ballet, Medrano 
Clowns; musical direction, Josef Jezek; 
direction, Robert Huebner; as- 
sistant director, Giovanni Pomi. Opened 
12 at Berlin Funkturm; $1.50 top. 


After the appearances of Circus 
_Collien and Circus Roland, it’s 





music, Paul Summey; ses 
and props, Ted Meza; lighting, 
Doug Morris. Multnomah Stadium, 
Portland, July 20-29; $3 top. 


A brand-new edition of 
On Ice” is back 
second year, 


“Holiday | 
in town for the. 
and everyone is hap- | 


py about it. Last year’s layout, 
pulled over 100,000 customers 
through the turnstiles at Portland 
Meadows and current icer was 
greeted by over 14,000 opening 
nite (20), 

Advance sale for this tremen- 


dous portable extravaganza is very 
heavy. This is only the second 
date for this new spectacular and 
it is by far the greatest, most en- | 
tertaining ice show ever to work' 
here. The two and one-half hours 
are loaded with talent, variety, 
change of pace, spectacle. The| 


| 60x140 portable tank is set on the| 


ballfield and gives all stubholde 


Hayes Alan Jenkins, winner of 
every major national and interna- 
tional championship, is making his | 


| pro debut with this show. He is} 
spotted in two slots and easily 
shows why he is a champ. The 
friendly guy moves with confi- 
dence and ability that gets the 
seatholders off their hands all the 
way. He will leave this unit after 


| Shirley 


_art topdrawer. 


this date and head for a “Holiday 
On Ice” outfit in Sweden. 

Pert Sonya Kaye also knocks the 
audience for a loop with her skill, 
speed, jump-splits and socko skat- 
ing. The orb-filler is a real champ. 
Cal & Dori Cook are on for some 
hair-raising acro-adagio on stilts. 
The last one-leg spin stopped the 
show cold. Flip & Flop and Buddy 
& Baddy are two comedy duos 
with different styles. F & F please 
and get yocks for their knockabout 
antics European duo work 
hobo clowns. Both acts are 
and get solid mitting. 

Ben Dova is great as a dfunk. 
His tipsy stuff atop a corner 
pole is a knockout. 
Winter is a 
graceful skater scoring with her 
glides and turns. Speed jumper 
Buddy Murray wows with his bar- 
rel jumping, 


as 


tops 


Glamorous 
beautiful, 


| 


| the 


rs | blades made of steel” 


again circus time in W-Berlin. This 
time, it’s Circus Medrano from 


Vienna, a 4,000-seater and one of | 
the oldest (it looks back on a 300-, 
year-old tradition) big tops on the | 


Continent. The group, incidentally, 
is appearing for its first German 
postwar tour on special German 
invitation. It recently completed an 
uninterrupted eight - year 
which took the ensemble to Turkey, 
Syria, Lebanon, Egypt and Italy. 

The standout act has the Four 
Jugoves from the Moscow State 
Circus doing an eye-arresting foot- 
ladder balance act on a moving 
miniature automobile — probably 
the most applauded number. 
a novelty around here with a sort 
of offbeat specialty, is ‘‘cancan in 
the air,” a rope act done by the 
circus’ ballet group. Another key 
contribution is by the Two Cartel- 
lys, a fast-paced acro act on roller 
skates. Also earning top ovation is 
Olivia Belfort’s looping the loop 
(with net) in the circus cupola. Two 
Cowleys have an act of special ap- 
peal since their elastic puppet with 
which they go through practically 
everything turns out to be a girl. 
On the flying trapeze, the 
Cutanos rate attention. 

In the animal department, 
drano’s Elephants, presented by 
Medrano-Belley and David Belley, 
are tops, mainly because of Baby, 
the star pachyderm. First-rate also 


are Tulli Medrano and Renato 
Medini’s horse cavalcade, with 
Beyruth, a rope-jumping horse, 


Arab, a ball-kicker, and Bubi, a rid- 
ing dog, garnering the lion’s share 
of applause. Franz Lukas presents 
five tigers who, among. other 
things, Jump through a fire ring. 

Of the comedy department, an 
act called “Taxi Number 13” gets 
most chuckles. Then there’s 
the dance duo Karen & Stone who 
start out with elegant terping and 
end up in grotesque. 

Of standard variety are Cowboy 
Peter; Pomi with his “shoulder- 
; Pas de Deux, 
| ridden by the Four Rentnofs: Mar- 
lene & Dogs; Trio Amadeo, and 
Italian clown group; Three Dovi- 
| tas, comical tempo cascadeurs; 
the “Musketeers,” a colorful ta- 
bleau vivant with Hella Medrano, 


| Renato Medini, Peter Huebner and 


{the beginning of the circus season 


light | 


building to an eight- | 


barrel jump for sock results. Bill } 
Blocker is on for several numbers 
with his speed, spins and acro- 
aerial work. He teams with Miss 
Kaye for a couple of smash num- 
bers. Jack Raffloer & Jerry Mapes 
do some nifty seeing-double skat- 
ing. They Iso team with Miss 
Winters in a cute number. Old- 
timers Phil Hiser & Gina Rubaki 
get smiles, chatter and applause 
for their “Down Memory Lane” 
waltz 


i ban, 


Choreographer Chester Hale has | 


come up with some smash produc- 
tion numbers climaxed by Ravel’s 
“Bolero.” Prop is a 


huge voleano | 


that spouts steam and belches fire. | 


This spectacular 
crowd over and left them talking 
to themselves during the _ inter- 
mission. “Totin’ Ice Around The 
World,” “The Guardsmen,” 
“Noah’s Ark,” “Music For Ameri- 
cans” and “Winter Mardi-Gras” 
The costumes, sets, 
lighting and production are out- 
| Standing. The musical score is 
|tops. The skaters’ are well disci- 
‘ plined in every respect. Feve. 


knocked the 


ee 


Medrano ballet. Hans. 

















Fast Footwork 


on Continued from page 49 °* 
tional administrative 

Jackie Bright and AGVA 
Harold Berg pointed out 
coming into this country, 
supplanted an American 





ee 
secretary 
attorney 
that bv 
they had 
act. At 


each act in the circus 
the opportunity of 
union for a reduced 
of $50. Having refused that op- 
portunity, they were told, they 
would have to pay the full amount. 

Union spokesmen stated that 
Sullivan had told them that he 
wouldn’t go counter to the wishes 
of the union, and union was anx- 
ious to permit Sullivan to do the 
show in light of the N. Y. Daily 
News’ syndicated columnist’s co- 
operation in this matter. 
quently, they made 
cessions as they 
get the show 

Television 


Was 
joining 


given 


Conse- 
as many 
could 
going. 
networks performers 
are, of course, under the jurisdic- 
tion of the American Federation 
of Television and Radio Artists. 
also an affiliate of the Associated 
Actors and Artistes of 
All 4A affiliates are 
respect each other’s unfair lists, 
and therefore, being under AGVA 
it would mean similar action 
AFTRA. 


con- 


by 


trek | 


Next, | 


four | 


Me- | 


and | 


the | 
initiation fee | 


/ 8K ey 
| cnt Ns 
| < wo say ie 5) 
| o 4 NC Ee a 
CONSOLIDATED ARTISTS CORP. 
| Chicago ® Milwaukee ® Minneapolis 


in helping | 


America. | 
obligated to | 


Tap Lou Walters 
For L'ville Expo 


Nitery operation seems to be a 
career that is only the starting 
point for careers in other fields, 
Billy Rose took over the operation 
| of the Ft. Worth fair; Jack Entrat- 
‘ter, ex-Copacabana, N.Y., and now 
g.m. of the Sands Hotel, Las Vegas, 
is set to produce telefilms; and now 
_Lou Walters, boniface of the Latin 
Quarter, N.Y., has been named 
| booker for the Kentucky Exposi- 
tion Center, Louisville, a $17,000,- 
000 building which preems Sept. 7, 

Arena operation, one of the 
| faster developing aspects of show 
biz, has been eyeing experienced 
show biz personnel because of the 
necessity of filling time with box- 
office attractions. 

Walters was named to his post 
by H. Clyde Reeves, exec director 
lof the exposition, in which the 
nitery operator will receive 10°) 
of the take after taxes and ex- 
penses. 

A 52-week slate of attractions for 





the big hall is being planned. 
Events already set include the 
Kentucky Horse Show, Esther 


Williams Show, “Ice Capades” and 
the regular Kentucky State Fair. 
Other lures are being scouted. 

There’s a chronic shortage of 
attractions in the arena field, part 
of which is brought on by the 
necessity of fitting in the events 
with the regular athletic schedules, 
plus the fact that a first-rate show 
with music costs more than $500,- 
000 to bring in. 

Walters’ appointment indicates 
that the large-seaters are angling 
bigger representation of 
shows in their schedules. Walters 
may even produce a show for pre- 
sentation in the arenas. 


jilor a 





Deep Rivers in Norway 
Stockholm, July 31. 

The Deep River Boys, on their 
fifth tour of Sweden, ended a 
series of click engagements here 
|and moved over to Norway this 
week for 26 days. They are also 
booked for a British tour. 

They return to the U.S. in Octo- 
ber when they are pencilled in 
for a date at the Club One-Two 
in Toronto. 














“THE COMEDIAN” 


The Only Real Nonthiy 
PROFESSIONAL GAG SERVICE 


THE LATEST! THE GREATEST! 
THE MOST-UP-TO-DATEST! 


Now in its 72nd issue, containing 
stories, one-liners, poemettes, song 
titles, hecklers, audience stuff, mono- 
logs, parodies, double gags, bits 
ideas, intros, impressions and im 
personations, political, interruptions 
Thoughts of the Day, Humorous 
Views of the News, etc. Start with 
current issue, $15 yearly — 2 years 
$28 — 3 years $40 — NO C.0O.D.’s. 


BILLY GLASON 
200 W. 54 St., New York 19 
































NARI SON RTT A OLAS cA 
WHEN IN BOSTON 
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HOTEL AVERY 


The Home of Show Folk 
Avery & Washington Sts. 
| Radio in Every Room 
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EDEN ROC, Miami Beach 
Mgt. BILL MITTLER, 1619 Broadway, New York 
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ED SULLIVAN— 

Daily News—July 9. 
“Ted Lewis breaking all summer 
records at the Starlight Roof of 
the Waldorf.”’ 


EARL WILSON— 

New York Post—July 6 
“Today's Bravos: Ted Lewis’ 
mellow act at the Waldorf.” 





JiM O'CONNOR (Gene Knight) 
Journal American—July 3 
”“'Twas like the good old nites 
late nite. Scene was the Star- 
light Roof of the Waldorf-Astor- 
ia, packed like Grand Central 
Station on the Lexington Avenue 
subwev during the rush hours. 
Every inch of space in the room 
was occupied by the tables and 


HY GARDNER— the patrons. Others sat on the 
New York Herald Tribune— stairwavs or stood in the door- 
July 10 way. Total attendance accord- 


“The nastalgic Ted Lewis, now 
entering his second record 
breaking week entertaining on 
the Starlight Roof of The Wal- 
dorf.”’ 


LOUIS SOBOL— 

Journal American—July 3 
“The huge cake they brought out 
when Ted Lewis and his gay 
troupe completed their opening 
nite chores at the Waldorf’s Star- 
light Roof last evening bore the 
numerals ‘45’ to mark the length 
of his service in show business. 
All we can say is that after 45 
years, the old vet still remains 
king in his field. Let’s face it— 
Mr. Lewis is Show Business—the 
simon pure article.” 


LEE MORTIMER— 
Daily Mirror—July 6 

“Ted Lewis’ act is 45 years 
young. Tops. Ted Lewis is a 
showman, first, last and always. 
While he’s on the floor, it’s al- 
ways jumping with gals, danc- 
ing, song and music. Ted Lewis 
really made ‘Everybody Hap- 


py.” 

VARIETY—July 4 

“The top hatted showman 
proves anew that whether its the 
gambling spas, the Dixie Belt 
resort stands, the so-called 
‘Broadway’ rooms or in the 
plusher environs of the Starlight 
Roof of the Waldorf, he is palat- 
able all the way.” Abel. 











NICK KENNY—Daily Mirror— 
July 5 
“My auto radio is a wonderful 
comfort when I’m driving. The 
other afternoon | picked up some 
rare entertainment. WRCA play- 
ed a nostalgic song from Ted 
Lewis’ new ‘Me and My Shad- 
ow’ album which brought tears 
to my eyes. It was titled ‘I’m 


Stepping Out With a Memory 
Tonight’.” 





~~. ' AK 


ing to Giai Molinari, manager of 
the Wo!dorf restarants, was 695 
—the limit allowed by the Fire 
Department. The cause of all the 
excitement—Ted Lewis. He has 
showmanship and the ability to 
please an audience. Here indeed 
is a areat performer in the qreat 
tradition cf show business.” 





BILL SMITH—Show Business— 
July 9 

“Ted Lewis jams Starlight Roof 
of the Waldorf at Preem. Ted 
Lewis with a beat up top hat 
and cane came on to yells, 
squeals, whistles and roars of 
welcome.” 





RAY WILSON—New York 
INOUIRER—July 9 

“Hundreds crowded the beauti- 
ful Starlight Roof of the Waldorf 
and many more stood outside or 
sat on stairways and annlauded 
wildly as Ted unfolded his uni- 
que revue.” 





VARIETY—RADIO- 
TELEVISION—June 27 
“Ted Lewis should kudo his 
diskery ballyhooist judging by 
the concentrated impact this 
past post midnight week on New 
York’s deejay shows. Keyed to 
Lewis’ debut at the Waldorf’s 
Starlight Roof next week, and in 
keeping with the veteran show- 
- man’s 45th anniversary, it is 
surprising how effective his style 
is projected on wax. He has been 
a prolific recording artist and 
the platter-chatters have more 
Gene Allen ’53 than risen to the occasion with 
kudos and small-talk for the 


‘Ts Everybody Happy” ‘high-hatted tragedian of song.’ 


Airing of his wax works dis- 
closes an impressive catalog of 
standards of the years.’’ 

Abel. 


— "WES" says 
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Kozloff Kicks Up a Fuss 





— 





developments aaent Kozloff's case. 

In an unprecedented verbal as-| 
sault by a Las Vegas casino baron, | 
Kozloff charged Cahill with preju- | 
dice and conspiracy growing out of 
what he described as “cut and dried | 
politics.” He said that Cahill hinted 
that the rub may have come from 
a campaign contribution assertedly 
made by Kozloff to Vail Pittman, | 
a Democrat, when the latter op- 
posed Republican incumbent Rus- 
sell in the 1952 gubernatorial race. 
Kozloff said “I squelched that re-| 
port, though, during Thursday's | 


meeting with the board when i 
presented Cahilt with valid evi-| 
dence that I had given his boss! 


(Russell) a contribution—not Pitt-- 
man,” 
‘Acts in Variance’ 

Cahill told reporters in Carson | 
City that during Kozloff's tenure | 
(Aug., ‘51 to May, °55) as general | 
manager and principal owner 
the Last Frontier Hotel, Kozloff 
had committed acts in variance 
with Nevada's gambling laws. Koz- 
loff explained that he had sold in- 
terests to several persons already 
licensed at other Vegas hotels 
without informing the Nevada Tax | 
Commission, now the parent agen- 
cy of the Control Board and then 
the only licensing agency in the | 
state. “But,” he said, “as soon as 
the Commission advised me of tlhe 
infraction, I immediately submit- 
ted the names of my new partners 
and, via Commission approval, they 
subsequently joined me on the 
Last Frontier license.” 

Kozloif said that to further point 
up the alleged bias on the part of 


of 


Cahill, he is securing affidavits 
from members of casino row here 
who he claims heard Cahill openly 
state that “Kozloff will not be 
granted a license under any condi- 
tion.” “That sounds like an out- 


Continued from page 49 








) trial without hearing,” Kozloff said. 


Raps 2 Board Members 

Koziofft also leveled a blast at 
the board's two other members. He 
described Bill Sinot, the former 
FBI agent who drew the $15,000 
per year assignment as the board's 
investigative member, as a “five- 
cent cop who was thoroughly un- 


fair in his investigation of my 
background.” Kozloff labeled New- 
ell Hancock, the board’s auditor 
member, “a rank incompetent.” 


“As a matter of fact,’ Kozloff con- 
tinued, “they're (the board)) all in- 
competent and the only thing they 
are capable of is conspiracy.” 

Meantime, VARIETY learned that 
petitions addressed to Governor 
Russell are being circulated around 
town seeking support for Kozloff. 
One gambler, who said he wishes 
for the moment to remain anony- 
mous and who described himself 
as an “old friend” of Kozloff, re- 
portetd he has secured the signa- 
tures of 100 persons in and out of 
the gambling business “who de- 
mand the governor review Kozloft's 
case and give him a fair shake 

Under law, Kozlotf cannot appeal 
the board's decision to a court. Ac- 
tually, the board's action is a rec- 
onimendation—not a ruling—that 
is passed on to the Tax Commission 
whose members grant the license. 
Governor Russell sits as chairman 
of the Commission, while Cahill is 
an execulive member 
to his duties as chairman 
Control Board. 

This could well evolve into the 
initial test of the state’s newly pub- 
lished “get tough”: gambiing regu- 
lations which were authored fol- 


| lowing last year’s collapse of three 
|new Las Vegas resorts, 


and-out case of cheap politics and | 








COMEDY MATERIAL 


All Branches of Theatricals 


THE ORIGINAL SHOW-BIZ GAG FILE 
(The Service of the STARS) 
First 13 Files $7.00—All 35 issues $25 
Singly; $1.05 per script. 


For 


3 Bks. PARODIES, per book 
MINSTREL BUDGET $25 
4 BLACKOUT BKS., ea. bk.. $25 
BLUE BOOK (Gags for Stags) $50 e 
HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 


$19 @ 
* 
- 


GIANT CLASSIFIED ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF GAGS, $300. Worth over a thousand 
No C.0.D.’s 

BILLY GLASON 
54th St., New York 19—Dept. V 
Circle 7-1130 
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RAY ROMAINE 
and CLAIRE 

“Delightfully 
Different’ 


Now 
Appearing at 
EMPiRE 
THEATRE 
NEWCASTLE 
ENGLAND 


Paris, Stockholm, 
Oslo and Belgium 
to Follow 
Direction 
LEW AND 
LESLIE GRADE 














YVONNE MORAY 


Currently 
LENZ! SUPPER CLUB 
EUREKA, CAL. 


MILTON DEUTSCH AGENCY 
9157 Sunset Bivd., Hollywood, Calif. 








‘Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


Saranac Lake, July 31. 

Ralph Atkins, secretary of Elk 
Lodge 61 Springfield, Mass hile 
enroute from Chicago’s Elk con- 
vention stopped off to chat with 
Hiappy Benway and to sightsee the 
hospltai 

Robert Simril of the Ballantyne 
Equipment Corp. of Omaha took 
about a year to beat the rap, rating 
an all-clear to go yme and resume 
work 

Harry Mevers of Capitol Theatre 
in Gotham registered in for the 
seneral o.o. and rest period 

Murray Friedman, Randforce 
Theatres, Brooklyn, and his trau 
Beatrice Fiddler in for a \ itior 
and annual checkup and both rated 
an excellent report 

Dorothy Vogeley took less than 
a year to regain her heaith and 
received | okay. 

After being for fot 
WeEeKS iS resuil ol a paralyti 
shock, Al Munroe, promotion man- 
iger of the Detroit Times, is now 
at home doing well and rapidly 
improving 

Edith Gurba ishier Lane Thea- 
tre, Philly, in for a week’s vac on 
to s her husband John 
progre is tops. She rates an 
orchid for donating favors and 
noisemakers for our hospit par- 

| ties 

Mildred Jo 
rout iitel i 
tu ) hin G i | 
ton, Va., where her husband is a 
projectionist 

Otto Hayman of. Columbia Pic- 


' Globe 


tures hit the trail for N.Y. flashin 
a greenlight indicating he h 
regained his health and could 
sume work. 

Thanks to Jack Beck, 
Theatre, Atlantic 
sending salt water taffy 
ing matter. 

Write to those who are ill. 


j 
id 


re- 


manager 
City, for 
and read- 











° WANTED ° 
NOVELTY ACTS - SIGHT ACTS 


FOR ICE SHOW PRESENTATION 


Ice Shows Can Give You a Years Work or More 


FOLDS LOOP ICE SKATING STUDIO 


Also Rehearsal Hall and Gym Centrally Located in Chicago 
Will Help Put Your Act on Ice 
Also Arrange Auditions 


1029 S. Wabash Avenue, Chicago 5, Ill. WeEbster 9-8880 








| 
| 


in addition | 
of the! 


Tom Arnold’s Twin Shows 
For Edinburgh, Glasgow 


Edinburgh, July 31. 

Tom Arnold, British impresario, 
is readying his twin “Crazy Gang” 
shows for the Christmas-New Year 
season at Empire Theatres here 
and in Glasgow. 

The Edinburgh edition will be 
titled “Meet You at the Empire,” 
and will star Chie Murray, Dave 
Willis and Denny Willis, plus sup- 
port acts. Denny Willis is son of 
vet comedian Dave Willis. 

Jack Anthony, Duncan Macrae, 
Robert Wilson, new comedian Alex 


Don and an Auld Lang Syne dance , 


oreh are likely for the Glasgow 
Empire show, “Just Dafter,” mod- 
elled on the 1955 success of “Just | 
Daft."”. The Bobby MacLeod Scot- | 
tish Country Dance Band, com- 
edian Jimmy Neil and vet com- 
edian Tommy Morgan are also 
mentioned as likely for the Glas- 
gow show. 

Harry Gordon, who was recently 
hospitalized with thrombosis, and | 
is currently resting, will return to | 


the stage with comedian Jack Rad- | 


cliffe in pantomime ai the Theatre | 
Roval, Glasgow, soon to be taken 
over as a tv theatre. 


Big Swim in A.C. 





| 


} 


TV and B 0 Lure b~ 
sVe ;} also points out that the musikers’ 


Atlantic City, July 31. 

Absecon Island, location of this | 
resort and three other suburban 
communities, was a huge grand- 
stand Wednesday (18) as the third 
around-the-island swim with prizes 
totaling $13,000 brought an influx 


| of midweek visitors plus worldwide 


publicity in all mediums. 

Big backer of the professional 
event, which attracted 22 top men 
and women athletes, was George 
Hamid Sr., who put up $5,000 first 
prize money, with the swim start- 
ing and ending at Steel Pier 
out in the Atlantic Ocean. Other 
cash was advanced by hotel and 
amusement interests here, 

CBS-TV brought it 
here for a full-hour 
and a water pa 
between 7 and 9 a.m. First half 
was carried by eastern network 
second by western. Added attrac- 
tion was show featuring 
floats and models which preceded 
mmers along inland thorough- 
or the water in of the 
island, 


his 


S Cameras 
network tele- 


cast reant, viewed 


water 


Wi 


fare, back 


Swim, now regarded ‘as one 
the season’s major attractions 
‘ar Was won by Canada’s 
n, who broke Tom 
two-year-old grip on the 
event. First to finish was Greta 
Anderson, who, with other women 
mtenders, got 30 minutes’ start 
mn the men in the field. Park, in 

ond place, $2,000 prize, 
money while Anderson got 
$1,500 plus $700 finishing 
fourth. Steven Wozniak won third 
piace and $1 O00. 


Judy Garland 


Continued 


of 
this 
Cliff 
Park's 


25-mile 


’ 
Lu nsat 


e 
rot 
Mi 


for 





ae 
run, she started with 12 
weekly, but cut down her 
schedule considerably after that. 


from page 49 
initial 
shows 


Miss Garland holds the record, 
both for length of run and the 
gate at the Palace. She pulled 
$750,000 during her stand. Danny 
Kaye had the second highest in a 
14-week run, and Betty Hutton, 
only headliner to return, played 


two four-week engagements. 

Miss Garland is currently on 
another comeback kick. She’s | 
breaking it up at the New Frontier 
Hotel, Las Vegas, at a reported 
$55,000 weekly. She’s cracking all 
records at the gaming spa. 

There had been talk that the 
show would go on tour following 
the Palace run with a series of 
two-dates in Boston, Philadelphia, 
Pittsburgh, Detroit and four or 
six weeks in Chicago. However, 
since the Palace has the right to 
exercise a series of options, no 
commitments can be made at this 
time, 

One part of the picture changed 
since the actress-singer’s first 
Palace stand. At that time, Abe 
Lastfogel, William Morris Agency’s | 
general manager, plotted her come- 
back with that date following a | 
elick at the Palladium, London. | 


This time, Music' Corp. of America 


is arranging the stands, 





‘Mr. Kelly’s, Chi Nitery, 


|upcoming bookings 


|}recently bought the film rights to 
| Talbot Jennings already is under 


| Davis’ producing company. 


JOE TERMINI 


Pantomimist — Instrumentalist 
August 2-15 
HENRY GRADY HOTEL 


Atlanta, Ga. | 
Dir.: MARK LEDDY - LEON NEWMAN 


To Relight in August 
Chicago, July 31. 

Mr. Kelly’s Rush St. nitery, 
owned by the Marienthal brothers, 
who also own the London House, is 
set to reopen in late August. Mr. 
Kelly’s has been closed since last 
winter, when a fire swept the 
nitery. 

The opening bill at Mr. Kelly’s 
will consist of the Connie Milano 
Trio, Beveriy Kenny and Audrey 
Morris, appearing on the new band- 


. 


| stand which has been moved from 
| the bar into the main room. Kelly’s 


wiil also debut a policy of show- 
casing record stars in town on 
promotional tours, on Monday and 
Tuesday nights. 

Carmen McRae is booked for 
Kelly’s Sept. 26 for four weeks and 
include the 
Buddy Greco Quartet, Anita O'Day 
and Jeri Southern. 





‘MEX COMPOSERS CRACK 


DOWN ON 14 NITERIES 


Tijuana, July 31. 


Fourteen top nitery owners here | . : a 
I . resentative, said that if the agree- 
|ment had not been reached AGVA 


face fines plus possible jail sen- 


| tences due to failure to pay musical 


rights to Mexican authors. Com- 
plaint, served by the Mexican So- 
ciety of Authors & Composers, 


| states that the cabaret proprietors 


had been advised on numerous pre- 
vious occasions that monies were 
the cleffers’ 


organization. It 


i'reps failed to make any headway 


when sent to collect the funds due. 
Among the club owners detained 
by the police, but released on 5,000 


peso ($400) bonds, were Jose 
Maria Camacho, owner of seven | 
spots, and Antonio Gomez, of the 


town’s swankiest, the 21 Club. 
Sarah Vaughan Jamming 
+P Pl . . , 
Em in Jamaican Jaunt 
Kingston, Jamaica, July 31. 
Summer concert season in 
Jamaica with a flock of U.S. names 
coming over to play this island. 
Sarah Vaughan is here on a three- 
week 


1S 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| night 


| 


| 


Philly Cafe Ops 
Nod AGVA Fund 
For Time Being’ 


Philadelphia, July 31. 


A temporary agreement was 
reached here last week between 
the Philadelphia Cafe Owners 


Ass'n. and the American Guild of 
Variety Artists in the long dispute 
over the entertainers’ welfare fund. 

Bernie Ochinan, attorney for the 





| 
| 
| 


cafe owners, said his clients will 
begin payments of $2.50 per week 
per performer to the health and 
accident fund on a “two or three- 
week trial basis.” 

Ochman said the owners inked 
the agreement as a sign of good 
faith after meeting with AGYVA 
representatives. “There is no set 
time on the agreement but our 
clubs will make payments until we 
determine the final legality of the 
plan.” 


Jack Wilson, Philly AGVA rep- 


would have pulled shows out of the 
cafes “one by one.” 

Cafe owners estimate that the 25 
clubs will contribute up- 


' wards of $20,000 a year to the na- 
| tional pool in New York. Negotia- 
| tions between AGVA and individu- 
) al night club operators have beer 
| in progress since June. 


tour and she’s been packing | 





Chi Jazz Spot Bows 
Chicago, July 31. 
Still another jazz room. has 


bowed on Chi’s southside, the Holi- 
| day 

| Billy 
| Dorothy Donegan, and Helen Mer- 


Room 
and 


Room. 
Holiday 


with 
with 


opened 
followed 


rill there currently. 
Jerri Winters is set to open there 


in August 





TOUPEE?? 


if you have tried the rest, now try the BEST 








. : 5 . The Jevnikar designed toupee is a moder 
them in Kingston’s open-air Tropi- mslresie. 
cal Theatre and at the Coral Thea- Scstuces ths. canlusive ane ot WR... Batent 
tre in Montego Bay. She’s playing No. 2233100,<combining the use of the finest 
4) 2 : - AP | Plastic-lace-FRONT, with the hand work of 
here with her own trio consisting specialists in the art of toupee making. 
of Jimmy Jones, Joe Benjamin if yeu wear a teunee you owe It te yourself 
and Roy Haines. to wear the latest Jevnikar patterned Plastic 
* , lace-FRONT piece. Crew-cut if you wish. 
Due later this summer are song- 
stress Carmen McRae, pianist Don For further proof and information 
Shirley and a rock ’n’ roll troupe, write or call 
whose personnel has not yet been JOHN E. JEVNIKAR 
7 Ninth-Chester Bidg. Cleveland 14, Ohio 
=e = a eee | 
| —- - 
Blevins Davi | 
aun Continued frem page 1 jaa DON TANNEN 


3ernstein, Robbins Music and For- 


ester Publishing Co. of Chicago. | 
The other publishing company is 
named for Frank Jennings Jr., an 


other 

The 
with Monty Matthews’ Foggy River 
Boys from the “Ozark Jubilee” 
show on ABC-TV. The talent roster 
also includes organist Eddie 
stedter, singers Jon & 
Steele. pianist Betty Miller 
Julia Lee, club singer. 
Foremost will have Max Cooper 
charge of sales. Onetime with 
Decca Sales, he now in the rec- 
ord shop biz here. Ed Roche is 
the technical adviser. 

The trio of companies will also 
handle music from motion pictures 
which Davis is readying. Prepara- 
tions have been under way for 
some time in Italy on ‘“‘Last Days 
of Pompeii,” and it is expected to 
go before the cameras in the spring 
at Titanus of Rome. Davis also 


associate of Davis 


and 


in 


is 


“We Must March,” novel by Hon- 
ore -Wilsie Morrow. Scripting by 


It 
Film 


way on this one. 
duced through 


will be pro- 
Locations, 


recording firm will kick off 


Dun- | 
Sondra | 











Opening Aug. 6 
HEADLINING 
SAVOY HOTEL 


(London, Eng.) 


(Return Engagement) 
Booked by DICK HENRY 




















BUD AND CECE 


ROBINSON 


Currently 


VAGABOND 


Miami Beach 


Direction: MCA 
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Disneyland's $8,632,954 First Year 


Coast Amusement Park Now 100% Unionized at 
Scales Up to $2.82 Per Hour 





Hollywood, July 31. | 

Disneyland marked its first 
anniversary last week by recording 
a gross of $8,632,954.89 for the 
first 12 months of operation. A | 
total of 3,642,597 persons toured | 
Walt Disney’s giant amusement 
park, spending an average, $2.37 | 
each. 
In its year of operation, the park | 
has almost doubled the amount of | 
free exhibits in addition to open- | 
ing new rides and features. Free | 
exhibits now number 21 as com- | 
pared to 11 when the park opened 
on July 17, 1955. 
As the park marked its anniver- | 
sary, it concluded union contracts 
under which it is now fully union- 
ized. As part of the deal, some 500 
employes in 30 job classifications 
received wage boosts ranging trom 
13¢c to 16'2ec an hour, plus other 
benefits, 


Highest pay for the crafts is! stand Aug. 3-4. 
horseshoers, | 


$2.82 per hour for 
followed by $2.65 per 
harness makers. 


‘Holiday on Ice’ Wham 
151G in Portland, Ore. 


Portland, Ore., July 31. 
Morris Chalfen’s “Holiday On 
Tee of 1956” racked up a sizzling 
$151,000 in 10 evening perform- 
ances at Multnomah Stadium last 


hour 





+ 





New Black Orchid Ops 


Chicago, July 31. 


Although papers transferring 
ownership of the Black Orchid 
from Al Greenfield to a group 


headed by Paul Raffles, co-owner 
of the Cloister Inn, have not as 
yet been signed Raffles was lin- 
ing up talent for the first show 
under his group’s management last 
week. 

Tentatively set for Sept. 5, date 
by which transaction should be 
complete, the first Jayout has Syl- 
via Syms and Yonely pencilled in 


Elvis 2-Niter Relights 





Olympia, Miami, Stage 


Miami, July 31. 


After hiatus of two years the 


|Olympia Theatre here will install 


a live show on its stage when Elvis 
Presley comes in for a_ two-day 
Florida State The- 
latres, which operates the big 
& Co. on a three-a-day basis, the 
r&r click reportedly grabbing 95% 
of the b.o. tote for his end. 
Presley is due for one-nighters 
in mid-Florida earlier in the week, 
then heads for the Miami dates 
with his show. The house for dec- 
ades was ace vauder in the south- 
east, featuring top names from all 
phases of show biz before switch- 
ing to straight film policy after 
union pay-raise demands _ and 





week (20-29). This is over $50,000 | dwindling b.o. led to cutoff of live 
more than “Holiday” did at Port- | shows. 


land Meadows last. year when the | 


plush 
Better location, terrific weather, 
the bigger take possible. Show 
played to capacity at Meadows and 
near-capacity here. About 13,000 
good seats were set up at the huge 
concrete showcase with bleacher 
seats available for overages if cus- 
tomers wanted them. 
House was scaled at $3. 


Despite rough times experienced 


icer made its debut here. | by exhibs in other cities with rock 
i'n’ rollers 
and rep of last year’s layout made | premises for 


who take over the 
after-show _ riots, 
'Florida State head Harry Botwick 
is evidently booking Presley on 
| basis of recent “concerts” by other 
|}names in that field who played 
|here with little-show incidents oc- 
‘curring among the cultists. The- 
atre returns to pic policy following 
ithe two-day engagement. 


New Houston Agency 


Houston, July 31. 
Local bandleader Buddy Brock 
and agent Tom Martin have 
launched their own talent agency 
here. 





| with the David P. O'Malley agency 
'in Chicago and had been booker 
|for the Edgewater Beach and Bis- 


}marck Hotels there. 


N.J. Statute Rap 
Folds A.C. Games 


Atiantie City, July 31. 

With the New Jersey Legisiature 
failing to pass a statute legalizing 
the boardwalk “skill” games, op- 
erators here have for the 
part closed shop. Those few op- 
erating are offering coupons for 
|each game—everyone playing get- 
ting one with the barkers declaring 
that there are no prizes offered 
| Enough coupons will get you a gilt 
| but it’s a tough deal to sell the 





most 





|gambling-loving public and so far | 


ithe resort's visitors are not buying. 
| Situation is that games of the 


{or | downtownery, will present Presley | <Ki}] type are through in the re- 


| sort and state, unless the Legis- 
jlature approves a referendum and 
the voters indicate they want these 


games. Feeling is that it will be 
very hard to get such an act 
through the Legislature and that 


if it was, chances are good that it 
would never be approved by the 
state’s voters. 

Most operators say if the Su- 
preme Court ruling outlawing the 
games had come in the fail it would 
not have hurt too much. Now they 
are stuck with thousands of dol- 
lars tied up in prizes and leases. 
Lyric Theatre here, an Atlantic 
Ave. picture house, operated one 
of these skill games for several 
|years but has shuttered. Spots hit 
{include the Hamid’s Steel Pier, 
where a number of the games had 
lined the pier between the theatres 
land the big Marine’ Ballroom, 


| 
| 
;some 19 places along the board- 





Martin was formerly associated | 





Kaye’s D.C. Lineup 

Lineup of acts to play with 
Danny Kave at the Carter Barron 
Amphitheatre, Washington. Aug. 21 
for one week, comprises Dunhills 
Three Houcs, Barry Sisters and 
Clifford Guest. One more act is 
to be filled in. 

This will be Kaye's repeat at this 
outdoor operation of the Feld 
Bros. In his previous two-week 





| stint there several weeks ago. Kaye | 


| scored an alltime high of $160,000 


‘Stranded King Circus 
Plans ‘New Look’ Reorg 


| 
| Stroudsburg, Pa., July 31 
| King Bros. Circus, stranded here 


for more than week, has plans to} 


| reorganize before too 
{noid Malev, a partner 


long, Ar- 
in the cir- 


jcus, disclosed on arriving here 
{from Macon, Ga. 

The eircus has been camped | 
|along a creek here, having been 


enjoined from moving by the Gov- | 


ernmént for delinquent taxes. 
Malev said if his plans develop, | 
he will take to the road with a 


completely “new look.” including a 


new name, and will stick to small | 


towns. New stockholders and new 
financing are planned. 

During the time the circus has 
| been here, it has received much 
|encouragement from local resi- 
dents. Men, women and children 
are making daily trips to the site, 
drop money in the ever-present 
cigar boxes, give the circus hands 
stacks of canned food and help 
feed the animals. 

Barney Bros. Circus, which was 


part of the King Bros.-Cole Circus | 
closed | 
Malev said that circus will | 





that 
down. 
| be merged with King if the 
setup goes through. 


went bankrupt, also 


new 


Richard Bry has joined the pub- 
|licity department of Music Corp. 


$50,000,080 Building Boom Blooms 
Wildwood; Game Ban Ups Cafe B.0. 


Wildwood, N. J.. July 31. 
| Bolstered by a $50,000,000 build- 
‘ing boom, the Wildwoods can now 
comfortably accommodate 400 000 
vacationists. It appears that a 
housing shortage is not now likely, 
although the signs 
have appeared several times so far 
in July Many hotels and motels 
are booked season, 
but the units 
means that there are always plenty 


vacancy” 


“no 


solid tor the 
large number of 
of places open for shortterm 
The building boom has 
lore ated a pastel paradise of motels 
that is attracting only favorable 
comment from vacationists. 

| The state ban on_ gambling 
'games along the boardwalk has re- 
sulted in inereased grosses of as 


‘rentals. 


imuch as 25% in the night club 
belt. Lines from a half block to 
a block in length stretch from 
night eclub doors on weekend 


nights, while weeknight audiences 
are running at capacity. 

Several added clubs are in the 
big name sweepstakes to hypo 
business. Oscar Garrigues, owner 
of a string of local hotels and a 
;Stable of racehorses, surprised 
competitive cafe owners by rush- 
jing in a big name policy to aug- 
ment his ice show in the 1.500-seat 
| Manor Hotel Supper Club. He 
|kicked otf the policy with the 
| Four Lads, Marion Marlowe, Eileen 
| Barton and Joni James. Current- 
ily in the headline slot-is Sunny 
|Gale. Garrigues has inked Vaughn 
{Monroe tor the week beginning 
Aug. 6 and Bill Haley’s Comets for 
|the Labor Day holiday week start- 
ing Aug. 31. “Adventures on Ice” 
at the Manor is proving a smash 


as augmented by record and tv 
Stars 

Frankie Laine was forced to 
cancel his August appearance at 


3en Martin’s Club Bolero due to 
jhis new tv show. However, Martin 
has signed singer Steve Lawrence 


|; walk and a number on the old |of America’s Chicago office, assist- | to fill the void starting Aug. 10 for 


'Million. Dollar Pier. 


jing Dick Marcus. 


ia week. 
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VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF 


Numerals in connection with bilis below indicate opening day of show 


whether full 


Letter in parentheses indicates circuit: (i) independent; (L) Loew; (M) Moss; 
(P) Paramount; (R) RKO) (S) Stoll; (T) Tivoli; (W) Warner 


AUGUST 1 


or split week 





NEW YO 


Music Hall (R) 2 
Rockettes 
Corps de 
Giee Club 
Clifford Guest 
Richard Hayman 
Authony Mordente 


Ballet 


RK CITY 


Palace (P) 2 
3 Tapateers 
Tanya 
Ross Wyse Jr Co. 
Billy Sheppard 
DeMattiazzis 
Evers & Dolors 
Marshall & Farrell 
Eric Badicton 


AUSTRALIA 


SYONEY 
Tivoli (T) 6 
Raves & Faye 
Jack Powell 
B Banks & Part 
Barbour Bros. & 
Jean 
Rih-Aruso 
Bill Finch 
Lawman & Joy 
Barry Rugless 
Robert O'Donnell 
Alwyn Leckie 
Adele Inge 
Lamb & Rahlen 
Barbara Howe 
teg Park 
Joe Whitehouse 
Wim de Jong 
Geott Thorne 
Dorothy Hicke) 
Bailet 8 
NEW ZEALAND 
CHRISTCHURCH 
Majestic (T) 6 
Hite & Stanley 
Howell & Radcliffe 
Ross & La Pierre 





Trio Gipsys 
Salici Puppets 
Neal & Newton 
Laycock & Maureen 
Stuffy Bryant 
Jenny Howard 
Alain Diagora 
Leon Cortez 
rank Ward 
J McCormack 
Daniel Davey 
NEWTON 
Elizabethan (T) 6 
Philip Stainton 
Percy Marmont 
Noel Howlett 
Richard Beynon 
Nicolette Bernard 
Edward Hepple 
Barbara Wyndon 
Harvey Adams 
Frank Taylor 
Mayne Lynton 
Osmond Wenban 
Victor Lloyd 
Nancye Stewart 
Stewart Finch 
Carole Taylor 


BRITAIN 
ASTON { Bobbie Limb 
Hippodrome (i) 39 | Ron Scott 
Sonny Jenks HANLEY 
Ju Manners Royal (M) 30 
6 Zio Angels Issy Bonn 
Rene Dymott Tiki & Del 


Freddie Fox 
BLACKPOOL 
Palace (i) 30 

Albert Modley 


Edna Savage 

M & B Winters 

Francis Langford’s 
Co 

4 Najarros } 

Hollander & Wart | 

Paulette & Renee 


Pip Hinton 
Matt Leamore 
Arthur Sumner 
Winter Gardens 
(ty 30 





Dave King 
Shani Wallis 


Mrs. Shufllewick | 

Jones & Arnoid { 

Warren, Devine & | 
Sparks 

Sonny Boys 


Margaret West 

12 Daydreams 

4 King Tones 
Opera House (i) 30 
G & B Bernard 
Eve Boswell 
Freddie Frinton 


20 Tiller Girls 
8 Melody Makers 
6 Mavyitair Modeis } 


Patricia Dahl 
Lane Bros 
Hall, Norman & 
Ladd 
Ghezzi Bros 
BRIXTON | 
Empress (1) 30 
( H Elliott 
Hetty King 
Randolph Su 


tton 


Jayves 

Johnson & Clark 

E & A Gerrard 

BRISTOL 

Hippodrome (mM 30 

Billy Daniels 

Alan Clive 

Stan White 

Miss Fortu 

Kelroys 

Winters & Fielding 

Pat Ro 

A&v\ Shelley 
BIRMINGHAM 

Hippodrome (M) 30 

Yana 


{t,ranee 


lore; 
t “idie Harrisoi 
Cherry Wane 
Gunter & Pin 
Gordon & Nancy 
BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome (M) 30 
Ruby Murray 
Reg Dixon 
Tommy Fields 
Audre. Jeans 
pb & D Remy 
The Skylons 
Orly 
Belles & Beaua 
Jack Sit LOR 
{ a S 
ell S ers 
CHELSEA 
Palace (f+ 30 


« | 
doe Baldw 





CARDIFF 
Ne \ M) 39 
. ples 
an mberget: & P 
Bills Stutt 
Eddi > Ash 
Duo Russmar 
K & V Glynn 
CHISWICK 
Empire (M) 30 
Dickie Bennett 
Betty Miller 
Don Fox 
Joan Small 
Milt Sealey 
Crawford 8 
toss & Howiit 
Schartens 
Windsorettes 
Davy Kayo 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 30 
David Hughes 
Delicados 
goe Church 
Joe Henderson 
Tanner Sisters 
Marie Benson 


|; Peter 


| Seeanets 


Lionel 


Morgan & Co. 
J & K Stuthard 
Lee Young 
Courtneys 

Jose Moreno 
Joan Hinde 


ps 
(M) 30 
Squires 


LEE 
Empire 
Dorothy 
J & K Ross 
Billy Baxter 
E & J Slack 
Sally Barnes 
Quinton 
he Gonella 
attersall & Jerry 
LIVERPOOL 
Empire (M) 30 
me 
Clair 2 
Harmonica 
Co 


| Cassandras 


las 


Puppets 


david Berg 
Mumtord’s 
Tex McLeod 
MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome (M) 30 
Jerry Colonna 
Silva & Audrey 
Bob Bromley 
Frank Cook 
2 Pirates 
King 
Archie Glen 
Frances Duncan 
Rita Martell 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire (M) 30 
Smith Bros 
Billie Anthony 
Murray & Maidie 
Pa & Co 
Bus ates Fiddess 
Romaine & Claire 





Eddie Arnold 
Sheila Armstrong 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 30 
Lee Lawrence 
(,eorgette 
George Martin 
Ml & E Rose 
J ackie Ross 
‘lack & Lucas 
Hi li & Billy 
NORTHAMPTON 
New (1) 30 
ro Dalton 
Lisa Le 
Ell iha 
S ! y 
' " ett 
I ! YO 
Len Palme: 
Martin Cossins 
Cathie Read 
Garry ( Ss ig 
Kay Millar 
rherese 
Katrina 
Hepp Bros 
Elsee Models 
NORWICH 
Hippodrome i!) 30 
Cl CAl Payne 
Robert (rant 
ini ‘ ras 
\ 
( - 2. « 
T I 


in Hyatt 
PORTSMOUTH 

Royal (M) 30 
D 1 Nixon 
‘hnnv Ste 


lone B Ss 


Francois & Zandi 
pi wa ag re io 
odfrey James 
8 Royal Da ncers 


SHEFFIELD 
Empire (M) 30 
Fred Emney 
'3 Balmorals 
| Leslie Lester 
| Bets Driver 
| Bert Edgar 
Diana Rhodes 
| Monsieur Detoe 
; Vie Sanderson 
| Madrigal 
| SOUTHAMPTON 
Grand (i) 30 
Dick Montague 
Penny Lee 
Marie Joy 
Rickie Johnson 
LeVacq & Juanita 
Angelina 
Margarita 
Gordon Lovelies 





Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 





Bive Angel Trio Bassi 
Dick Gautier hileen O’Dare 
Joey Carter jo Lombard: Ore 
burt Howard B Harlowe Orc 
Jimmy Lyons Living Room 
Cameo Patricia Mathews 
Morgana King Nancy Steele 
| Buddy Greco Park Sheraton 
| Chateau Madrid Alan Logan 
Heleii Aimee Eddie Layton 
| Carlos Valadez Ore Versailles 
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Ak-Sar-Ben Show 
Omaha, July 24. 
Ernie Young production with The 
Romas (4), Eriksons (5), Ted Mil- 
ler & Smiley, Gascas (2), Honey- 
mooners (2), John Tiebor’s Seal, 
Chai & Somay, Myrt & Gert, 
Chuck’s Wonder Dogs, 
Marty Gould Orch 


(3) 


» 


125, ’56. 


Ak-Sar-Ben, local civic org that 
stages two free outdoor shows for 
and their families annu- 
ally, tries to angle these along cir- 
cus lines to please the kiddie 
are barred from the earlier 
nitery-type 


First 


indoor 
layouts. . 
outdoor 
Ernie 


show usually is 
Young and 
vet Chicago booker again has 
ceeded in giving the smallfry 
ty to cheer about. In addition, 
with Ringling’s closing, 
may offer the 
papas some nostalgia. 
Top act without doubt is the 
Eriksons, three men and two wom- 
en, who work a speedy acro act 
featuring headstands. Quintet is 
always in action; offers fine cos- 
tuming and excellent stunts and 
should be ready for any medium 
Other cirecusy acts include the 
Romas, flying trapeze, who suffered 


Sure 


mamas and 


Johnny Silvers Orc 


Win- 


s, who} 


the | 
plen-| 


the circus |! 








| DON AMECHE lin, tuba. They sing, too—pops 
Songs | and classics. Unit’s name stenis 


25 Mins, 

| Top’s, San Diego 

| In his debut as a nitery per- 
‘former, the vet _ pix-radio-legit 
|musicomedy star has many assets 
going for him. He charms from 
the start. He looks the perennial 
juvenile and his baritone pipes 
have a muscular ring. Despite his 
personable air, Ameche’s act needs 
considerable bolstering before he 
can make any sort of a dent in the 
nitery field. 

A less static approach is needed 
| most of all. The act, which should 
| gel a new approach in writing al- 
together, could stand the light 
comedy touch at which Ameche 
has already proven his adroitness 
in several media. 

As though to prove his standing, 
there’s a nice recognition mitt as 
\Ameche’s entrance is preceded by 
the ringing of phone bells. “My 
theme song,” Ameche explains, be- 
fore venturing into songalog. ““You 
Can’t Have Eyerything,” meriting 
okay response, is followed by a 
“romantie tour,” including ‘Paris” 
and “All of You”—both spurring 
reference to “Silk Stockings” and 
Ameche’s_ identification therein. 
Among the other songs are “Birth 
of the Blues” and “‘That’s Amore.” 
Sid Hurwitz’s piano accomp is a 
helpful plus. A song or two of 
more current standing, especially 

few more light-hearted in tone, 
‘would be to his advantage along 
with special material 
theres a dearth. 

Overall, it’s quite a sophisticated 
turn and even as it stands it might 
do for the lorgnette set, notably 
the Maisonette Room genre. For 
the general run of niteries—Vegas, 
| more specifically—the act needs a 
hypo. But the guy‘s a charmer and 
should never be sold short. There’s 








|no reason why he shouldn't be able | 


‘to cut it. 

Bill Green’s orch (5) fills the bill 
|!for showbacking and terping. 
Don. 


‘ 
} 


| BARRY BLAKE 

, Songs-Impressionis 

9 Mins. 

Palace, N. Y. 

| Barry Blake is a 
| about 
things, but not too well. It’s 
ly a juve turn that bowls over the 
{grandparents in the parlor, but 
this boy is far from a good pro 
| performer, 

{t’s not that the youngster lacks 
savvy. In fact, his turn is spoiled 
by an excess of precocity. He 
knows all the tricks too well. He’s 
learned how to move and mugg on 
stage as if by rote and the whole 
thing gives the 
wound-up mechanical 
through a set routine. 

He sings—but off key. 
—but it’s an effort. 
couple of easy riffs. 
piano standup style—but it’s most- 
ly some faked chords, And he also 
|does some impressions of Cantor, 
Jolson and Gleason, and these are 
in the same class as the rest of his 
talents 


youngster, 


man going 


He hoofs 
He drums—a 


his boy should knock off show | 


biz for several years, learn how to 
act naturally again and maye he'll 
be able to overcome his present 
misdirected stage training if and 
when he thinks of making a ‘‘come- 
Herm. 


' 1 
VDACK 





rigging trouble opening night; the 
Gascas standard wire - walking 
turn: John Tiebor’s Seal, who 
| balked at several tricks; Chai & 
Somay good contortionists and 
hand balancers; the Winlows, 
cyclists; and Chuek’s Wonder Dog 

featuring a wall scaler. 

In addition, the Honeymooners 
Charlie & Jewell Poplir oftei 
heir crazy Ford routine. Excellent 
costuming and a buggy that 1 

ed for nearly a hundred tricks 
make this a standout attraction, |! 


minutes 
13-minute 


four 
the 


although three or 
should be lopped off 
presentation 

More for the oldsters are Ted 
Miller & Smiley, comics (latter a 
deadpan, of course), who employ 


up-to-date gags: and Myrt & Gert 
a couple. of femme _ yock-seekers 
Who will even flop at the county 
fairs if they don’t improve their 
routines 

Chearle-Duffield provided night- 
ly fireworks and have earned 
reputation in these parts of being 
the best. Buddy Peterson is ade- 
quate as an emcee and gets an 
excellent assist from cute blonde 
Patty Gray in a "ee stint to open 
the second hal Marty Gould's 


band cut an coukesiinn show 





San Antonio’s 4 Operas 
San Antonio, July 31. 
Four traditional items will make | 


Society's 
February. Victor Alessandro, mu- 
sical director, has set “Der Rosen- 
kavlier.” ‘Pagliacci’ and “Caval- 
leria Rusticana,” “Rigoletto” and 
au English language ‘Martha.’ 





Singers not yet set. 


up the local San Antonio Sy mphony | 
1957 opera Festival in’ 


THE NEW YORKERS (4) 
Songs 
10 Mins. 
Palace, N. Y. 

The New Yorkers, 
three boys, 


one girl and 


know, however, how to hammer 
home a song in big-voiced style 
and would be a greatly improved 
turn if they learned how to relax 
their formal harmonizing. 

The girl, Lynn Munn, 
asset She’s a _ standout brunet 
looker and she can trill way up 
there, She’s in the forefront of the 
combo through a good repertory | 
consisting of a “My Fair eee | 
medley, a brace of gypsy tunes and 
|some popular standards like “AU- 
|tumn Leaves” and “Lullaby of 
| Broadway.” Herm. 


is a big 





FOUR SAINTS 
_ Music, Comedy 
15 Mins. 
| Top’s, San Diego 

A fresh, youthful quartet of | 
startling musical versatility, the} 
| Four Saints have their rough 
edges but the act stirs excitement 
and is a good bet for the less so- 
phisticated rooms. Every member 


either doubles or triples on instru- 
ments—shades of Buddy Rogers!— 
with gamut including piano, trum- 
pet, guitar, trombone, clarinet, vio- 





of which | 


13, who can do a lot of | 
strict- | 


impression of a| 


He plays the | 


have a legit vocal style | 
that tends to be a bit stiff. They | 


from Dixieland theme of “When 

the Saints Come Marching In.” 
Comedy is of the obvious sort 

but still pleasing. Don. 








RAMONA GERHARD 
Pianist 

40 Mins. 

Hotel Radisson, Mpls. 

Pianist Ramona Gerhard pro- 
vides a highly listenable musical 
recital of surefire standard and pop 
tunes with little extraneous em- 
bellishment. She's a talented mu- 
sician and the pleasant melodics 
receive expert treatment at her 
hands. Her numbers include 
“Rhapsody in Blue,” show tunes 
and “Eddy Duchin Story” medleys, 
a Mexican folk song, a Gershwin 
phantasy and “Claire de Lune.” 

As she develops showmanship 
tricks and projects her personality 
to better advantage, and incorpore 
ates some more GQistinctive and 
flashy arrangements, gimmicks and 
frills into the act, the offering 
should find favor in the better ho- 
tel supper clubs, Feminine piane 
ist singles are rarities and the per- 
sonable Miss Gerhard is capable of 
making the. grade. Rees. 











House Review 














Palace, N. Y. 

Al & Connie Fanton, Marie & 
Millie, Phil Bennett, Barry Blake, 
Joe Morris & Barbara Barry, The 
New Yorkers (4), Frank Fontaine, 
Wilfred Mae Trio, Kal Kirby House 
Orch; “Raw Edge” (U-I), reviewed 
in VARIETY July 25, ’56. 


The current Palace layout is a 
typical package for this house with 
several veteran turns supplying 
the necessary strength to carry the 
whole bill. 

Frank Fontaine, in the next-to- 
closing slot, performs like he has 
the customers in his pocket—and 
he has. It’s an easy brand of 
comedics in which Fontaine does 
his excellent brand of mimicry, 
using Arthur Godfrey as the main 
foil since the physical resemblance 


is striking between the two. He 
comes on and goes off like the 
| headliner. 

| Al & Connie Fanton open the 
show with some neat hoofing, 
working solo and together in sev- 
leral routines of tapping and acro 
for a nice hand. In the deuce, 


Maxie & Millie are a potent, fast 


turn in which the male partner 
toots a wide assortment of instru- 
|ments and winds up playing seve 
eral at the same time 

Phil Bennett follows with his 
trick black crow which performs 
a whole series of calls and whistles 
on cue Jennett could add some 
comedy punch to his chatter, but 
it’s still an effective novelty, Barry 
Blake, in the No. 4 position, is ree 
viewed under New Acts along with 
The New Yorkers, No. 6 

Joe Morris & Barbara Barry, an- 
, Other act which plays here regue 
llarly, again score with their old- 
style vaude routine. She works 
fron the stage mike and he 
heckles her from the box seat in a 
seript that has stood up over the 
| years. 

In the ciosing spot, the Wilfred 


Mae Trio brings down the curtain 
with their standout display of hoop 





|juggling. It's a sock turn which 
keeps ’em in their seats until the 
vet performer and his girl! assist- 
ants bow off 

Kal Kirby cuts the show with a 
firm downbeat Her? 
au Continued from page 1 —, 
Metro product, which Is wholly 


| new to the nontheatrical 16m field 
|in the domestic market, Films Ine. 
| rece ane bought the 16m rights to 
| the RKO library from Matty Fox 
for a reported $700,000. 
If the Metro deal goes through, 
| and with the RKO product on 
| hand, observers are wondering 
| what kind of a break 20th and WB 
will get under the new arrangee 
ments. None of the M-G library 
' has gone to the nontheatrical mare 
| ket before. 

As is the case with the other 
companies, Metro’s new pix would 
go to Films Inc. in 16m version 
after a fixed period following 
their release. The RKO library 
has been around a lot since RKO 
used to handle its own 16m non- 
theatrical distribution. 
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Copacabana, N. Y. 
Eydie Gorme, Gene Baylos, Delta 
Rhythm Boys (4), Copa Girls with 
pob Trevis, Dotti Malone, Gail Rob- 
bins, Douglas Clarke, Michael Dur- 
s0 Orch, Frank Marti Samba Band; 
$5 minimum. 


After the Martin & Lewis wing- ; 
ding here, this Copa bill may be 
considered as somewhat of a 
preather from the b.o. panic of 
the past couple of weeks. But 
although the heavyweight marquee | 
punch may be lacking, the present | 
pill adds up to solid entertainment | 
and strong biz. 

Eydie Gorme, who played this 
spot once before for one night as 
an emergency replacement for 
Billy Daniels, is an attractive song- 
stress who has made a niche for 
herself on the Steve Allen ‘To- 
night” show. Miss Gorme has ex- 
cellent pipes and _ considerable 
songselling savvy. 

By some stroke of booking luck, 
Miss Gorme is breezing into the 
Copa with a disk number on ABC- 
Paramount, “Mama Teach Me To 
Dance,” that is starting to kick up 
some noise. Of course, she does 
this number here, not forgetting 
the disk plug, and also makes with 
the commercial for her previous 
“Too Close For Comfort” etching. 


The overall songalog is surefire, 





from the opening “Gypsy in My 
Soul,’ through “Hey There,” 
“Sometimes I’m Happy,” a Jolson 


medley and “Someone To Watch 
Over Me.” It gives her a chance 
to belt, to swing and to sing pretty. 
The music is fine but the script 
needs sharpening. There’s a bit 
too much of the cliched verbiage in 
the intros and in her staging, like 
the handmike bit in ‘“‘SSomeone To 
Watch Over Me” where she walks 
sround the ringside tables. Com- 
pletely unnecessary and _ distrac- 
ting. There’s no question, however, 
that Miss Gorme has a big talent 
yith lots of room still for growth. 

Gene Baylos is potent in the 
comedy slot. Making his first date 
ait the Copa, this veteran comic has 
played everywhere else and regis- 
ters as a very funny man. The 
material may not be new, but the 
gags are delivered with an ease and 
timing that bespeak the old pro. 
He opens quietly, makes the usual 
ribs about the squares in the audi- 
ence and rapidly builds into a 
steady laugh patter, containing 
one-liners, double-talk and frag- 
igi impressions. He goes over 
ig. 

Opening slot is held down by the 
Delta Rhythm Boys, a quartet of 
Negro singers who have played 
here before. Combo has a smooth 
ttyle and an amusing repertory of 
tong. It could stand some more 
variety in the vocalizing styles. 

Production numbers, with Bob 
Trevis, Dotti Malone, Gail Robbins 
and Douglas Clarke in the solo 
hoofing and singing spots, are in an 
uninspired groove. 

Mike Durso batons the show with 
4 crisp beat, also making with the 
dansapation rhythms with. Frank 
Marti’s Latin combo in relief. 

Herm. 


500 Club, Atlantic City 


Atlantic City, July 28. 
Roberta Sherwood, Billy Vine, 
Charlivel Trio, Ray Ireland, Mc- 
Kenna Girls (8), Jack Curtiss, Joe 
Frasetto Orch (10); $6 minimum 
Sats., $4 weekdays. 





No celebrity appearing in Paul 
‘Skinny) D’Amato’s plush 500 club 
—and the best have come and 
g0ne in the past decade—has been 
accorded the welcome extended 
Roberta Sherwood at her opener. 

For her first appearance in At- 
lantic City she was introduced te 
the swank crowd filling the 700- 
teater and overflowing into the 
tisles by none other than Walter 
Winchell, in town expressly for 
this purpose. As she terminated 
ltr act a dozen waiters carried to 
the stage as many baskets of beau- 
ful flowers from admirers here 
‘nd in New York, plus a beautiful 
orchid from Winchell. 

Miss Sherwood again shows that 
the has the voice, the stage pres- 
fnce, to sing any kind of a song 
to the complete satisfaction of a 
tough first-night audience. 

Attired with complete simplicity 
n a modest black cocktaildress, 
she enters through the audience to 
S € stage Singing “Love Is a Many 
pplendored Thing” and _ scores 
fom the first note. After a 45- 
Wautes she begged off to go to the 

inchell table. 

‘ Miss Sherwood is backed by two 
ef) Strong acts, Billy Vine is one 
> the best comedians to hit the 

— of the 500 in many a day. 

€ holdover Charlivel Trio prove 





Worthy of appearance in any night 


club, Show is wrapped up with 
production numbers of Boots 
McKenna Girls 8), nicest line in 
the nitery in seasons, plus the Joe 
Frasetto orch. Walk. 


Cafe de Paris, London 
London, July 24. 
June Havoc, Arthur Coppersmith 
Orch; $8 minimum. 


A combination of exuberance 
and natural talent go a long way 
in helping June Havoc to make 
the necessary impact in her Lon- 
don cabaret debut. But, as exposed 
on opening night, her act lacks 
form, having neither shape or co- 
herency in its makeup. Indeed, it 
left the impression that it had 
been presented without much 
thought to planning. Yet, obvious- 
ly, that is not the case. 

In that part of her routine which 


calls for dramatic overtones, Miss | 


Havoc excels. She’s likewise on 
top form when she indulges in a 
completely uninhibited rock ‘n’ 
roll interpretation. Individually, 
most of her numbers get by; the 
routine only looks wrong when 
viewed as a whole. 

On her first appearance down 
the cafe staircase — an advan- 
tageous point of -entry for any 
looker—Miss Havoc is wearing a 
striking red cloak over a lush 
gown, and as her act progresses 
she’s able to effect quick costume 
changes by removing top garments. 
Underneath her elaborate dress is a 
more simple creation and beneath 
that a short one-piece ensemble. 
The changes in dress style are 
timed to coincide with the varying 
mood of her routine. 

Easily her best number is her 
rendition of “One More for the 
Road,” sung with positive dramatic 
impetus. This demands as much 
acting as it does vocalistics and 
she’s not to be faulted on either 
score. A comedy lyric, “My 
Harry,” about a very refined gent, 
is not such a happy choice, but 
there are compensating values in 
her vivacious closing in the rock 
’n’ roll idiom. 

Miss Havoc has a tendency to 
play heavily on the gab stakes and 
although there’s a lot of talk it’s 
never out of place. Most of it 
segues naturally into the overall 
routine. Arthur Coppersmith’s 
resident orch does a standout job 
of showcasing a complicated act, as 
well as catering for the entire 
dance sessions. Myro. 


Hotel Roosevelt, N. O. 
New Orleans, July 24. 
Chuck Foster Orch (14), Joan 
Weber, Stanley Burns, Gregory & 
Cherie; $2.50 minimum. 


The new layout in the town’s top 
nocturnal rendezvous is a happy 
blending of song, music, humor 
and other ingredients that leave the 
customers in a gay mood. 

Music is by Chuck Foster and his 
versatile crew, with Joan Weber, 
the ‘‘Let Me Go, Lover” chirp, as 


co-headliner. Foster, who’s no 
stranger here, has assembled an 
aggregation that’s equally strong 


on the vocal and musical sides, 
with performances noteworthy for 
the choice of numbers, arrange- 
ments and, most of all, entertain- 
ment. Band’s rhythms cover a fuil 
range of tempos for terping. 

Maestro is a personable chap 
who communicates his good nature 
to tableholders. He plays a hot 
clarinet besides fronting crew. His 
earboning of Ted Lewis is a high- 
light of the band’s contribution to 
show. 

Joan Weber gives conclusive 
proof that she has all the essen- 
tials for stardom, with a _ voice 
and_ delivery that register. She 
logked and performed like a lum- 
mary at the opening. Smartly 
groomed young thrush displays 
poise, charm, sincerity and sing- 
ing know-how and puts across a 
diversified repertoire with fine 
skill. She sails through a half- 
dozen bits like “Mr. Wonderful,” 
“Goody ‘Goody,” “Pet Me, Papa” 
and, of course, “Let Me Go, 
Lover,” with authority that goes 
with complete confidence. 

Sum total is a pleasing slice of 
night club songfesting calculated 
to score even more when the open- 
ing-night rough spots are smoothed 
out. Miss Weber bowed to enthu- 
siastic palm-pounding. 

Stanley Burns and his dummy 
pals made a_ good _ impression. 
Burns, who starts slowly, manipu- 
lates his dolls realistically and 
uses to telling effect his amaz- 
ing voice. 

4cregory & Cherie offer a novelty 
turn packed with musical surprises, 
extracting . music from _ rubber 
gloves, ete. Highlight of turn is 
his demonstration of a theramin. 
scientific gadget which he “played” 
by waving his hands over it. The 
music is alternately weird and 
beautiful. They net nice hand. 

Foster’s vocalists, pretty Ursula 
Eden and Lee Sherin, also register 
solidly with their solos and duets 
off and on the bandstand, Liuz. 





Sands, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, July 25. 


“High Hat and Low Down,” star- 


ring Robert Merrill and Louis Arm- 
strong with Velma Middleton & 
His All Stars (5), Natalie & The 


| her chansons, the tablers attention- 
hold maintained through every 
facet of her stint. Sherman Ed- 
wards, who batons and accomps at 
the Steinway, lends an able assist. 

Joel Grey has been showcased 


|here before and returns with the | 


| 


Beachcombers (4), Copa Girls (14),!same basics to feature his eager, | 


Antonio Morelli Orch $2 


minimum. 


(3): 





Three years ago, producer Jack 
Entratter raised quizzical eyebrows 
when he paged Robert Merrill and 
Louis Armstrong to shareAhe top- 
line on the Sands marquee. The 
mild amazement (‘mild” because 
anything can happen in Vegas) ex- 
pressed over this unique combina- 


/tion was transformed into a thrill- 





ing night club experience, for even | 


the blase hepsters, on that initial 


opening eve. And now—three sea- | 


sons later—the billing duet of 
opera and jazz has become one of 


Entratter’s surefire lures that once | 


again will see the turnstiles click- 
ing merrily at the entrance to the 
Copa Room. This time, Merril] and 
Armstrong are 
stanza roost. 


Merrill is among those perform- , 


ers who can_ snare _ attention 


| through instantly radiating warmth 


| 


particularly as evidenced in ‘“Re- | say-Day Dancers 


| 
| 


and charm through both voice and | 
personality. The coming hoots of | 
his | 


“bravo!” are established with 
opening pronunciation of ‘“Gra- 
nada.”’ His expression is definitive 
as he pairs the spirituals “Nobody 
Knows the Trouble Ah’s Seen” and 
“Joshua Fit’ the Battle of Jericho.” 


He can tune up a ballad with the | 


same skill he lends to the classics, 


turn to Sorrento” and “On the 


in for a three-| 


|boyish quality. The new item in 
|his rep is a takeoff on “My Fair 
| Lady” and contains the possibilities 
‘for a sock routine once he tightens 
the sequence—a matter of con- 
|tinued workover on the switch of 
l\the Pygmalion premise wnich hus 
‘him as a naive slum lad taken 
|over by glamorous femme sponsor. 
| Biggest score is still his “Straw 
Hat” standard with incisive vaude- 
great impreshes, and his “folk” 
song spoof leading into triple- 
\tongued “Romania.” Grey has 
|added more lithe spin-hoofery to 
keep the pace at 
adding to overall vaiues. 

Bobby Winters is an offbeat type 
of act for this room, but comes 
|off in okay fashion with his laugh- 
langled juggling. Mugging and 
comedy biz spell his expert work, 
although there’s a tendency toward 
too much of the interim 
sometimes slowing impact of 


Ambassador Hotel, L. A. 
Los Angeles, July 25. 
Dorothy Shay, The Half Bros. 
(2), Freddy Martin Orch (16); $2- 
$2.50 cover. 


After an absence of some six 
months, Dorothy Shay is’ back 
on the saloon circuit with her slick 
repertoire of sly humor. It’s still 


'a turn that evokes’ merriment and 


the Park Avenue Hillbilly sells St 
ior top response. 

This time out, the format has un- 
dergone some mild changes with a 


|couple of new numbers and some 
| ventures into the musicomedy field 


iI Wanna Get Married.” 


. |ringsiders despite 
bright tempo | 


stuff, | 
his | 


work with clubs, tambourines. etc. | 


Sucasas and crew, per usual, back- 
|ground matters expertly, with 
‘Murray Schlamm, house emcee, 
'raaking an intelligent conferencier 
for the layout. Lary. 


Gatineau, Ottawa 

Ottawa, July 27. 
Bert Stone, 
(6) with Jack 
| Morley, Champ Champagne Orch 


Lillian Roth, 


| Street Where You Live.” The siaid | (10); $1.25 admission; $1.50 Sat. 


personality one might believe to 
be a part of the makeup of a Met- 
opera star is quickly dispelled 


| when Merrill tackles comedy, evok- 





ing roars for his offbeat impresh 
of w.k. crooners whom he describes 
as seeking a niche in the cpera. 
But, of course, opera is Merrill’s 
forte and it’s the depth with which 


| he interprets Toreador Song from 


“Carmen” and Figaro’s plaintive 
aria from ‘“‘Barber of Seville” that 
brings down the house. 

Armstrong never was in better 
form, vocally or instrumentally. 
His initial trumpet trill and gut- 
tural echo of “Sleepy Time Down 


South” is greeted by a long salvo. | 


From here, the jazz session is un- 
derway. Satchmo & His All Stars 
(Billy Kyle, piano; Trummy Young, 
trombone; Edmond Hall, clarinet; 
Barrett Deems, drums; and Dale 
“Deacon” Jones, bass) slide the 
glisses and generate a beat that 
keeps the aficionados toe-stomping 
throughout. The dixielandic sounds 
wail at a vibrant pitch as Satchmo 
spurs his windjammers through 
“Back Home In Indiana,” ‘Faith- 
ful Huzzar” and the begoff alter- 
nates, “Stompin’ at the Savoy” or 
“Mop Mop.” Latter windowcases 
Deems’ precisioned percussions. 
Armstrong takes a break midway 
in the performance and gives the 
downbeat to the rhythm section of 
Kyle, Deems and Jones who apply 
studious techniques and the de- 
voted verve of the jazzman to 
“Perdido.” Sock wrapup sees Vel- 
ma Middleton bleat ““Mama’s Back 
In Town,” toe some _ hilariously 
weighty gyrations, then duo with 
Satchmo for “Kokomo.” Alan. 





Fontainebleau. M. B’ch 
Miami Beach, July 28. 

Mindy Carson (with Sherman 

Edwards), Joel Grey, Bobby Win- 

ters, Murray Schlamm, Sacasas 


Orch, Al Navarro Orch; $3.50-$4.50 | 


minimum. 





It’s been several years since 
Mindy Carson worked hereabouts 
—at Copa City when that biggery 
was a must for cafegoéfs. Herc 
return finds her playing the lush 
hotel-cafe which hastened the 
decline of the straight nitery in this 
sector; ironically, Copa City was 
first of that group.to fold two years 
ago. 

_ Miss Carson comes back a much 
improved songstress who .. has 
reached maturity in approach to 
the tunés she essays. She’s a 
smartly gowned, smooth working 
performer with an adroitly staged 
act that befits her visual appeal and 
warm approach. Her book contains 
shrewed arrangements, blending 
torch with the bouncy, ballad with 
ringsider participation to sustain 
interest throughout. Teeoffer is 
zingy “Everybody Loves My Baby” 
to win fast acceptance, with change 
of pace in softly worked “Mr. 
Wonderful;” rundown that follows 
contains a sometimes demanding 
change of pace which Miss Carson 
handles deftly, setting up a Gersh- 
win gambit, adding sultry “Lover 
Man,” “Mean To Me,” then hitting 
the big build with Frenchy “When 
You Wear A Boutonniere” to work 
in male ringsiders and bring-on of 
a willing tabpayer for a dance 
around stage and ad lib song-hoof 
routine to heavy plaudits. 

_ Attention to staging is reflected 
in the smooth, easy approach to 





| Strongly pre-sold by television, | 


| picture and book, Lillian Roth is 
bringing top business to the Gati- 
neau Club this week and the cus- 
tomers, paying an upped tab, are 
more than satisfied. Miss Roth is 
strongly imbued with the gimmicks 
of act-selling and works them to 
| heavy impact. Stanza is loaded 
with nostalgia but it’s not every- 
thing; there’s plenty of 1956 show- 
manship throughout, all of it 
Roth’s. Canary flits back through 
songs she was connected 
“Ain’t She Sweet,’ “Honey 
“Goody Goody,” others: draws on 
weighty pathos for ‘Guy 


Named 
| Joe’ segueing into weepy “Climb 
‘the Highest Mountain” and, night 
caught (27), she had more than 900 
tablesitters, palm-slapping noisily 
only minutes before, sitting so 
quietly a match scratch was practi- 
cally an explosion in the room. 
Stint is superbly backed by 
Champ Champagne’s house band, 
augmented by two brass for this 


booking, batoned from the 88s by | 


chirper’s music director, Dave 
Fleischman. Session’s standout flaw 
occurs when Miss Roth leaves the 
microphone to gab and dance with 


until she returns to the electronics. 

Use of a hand or necklace mike 

would strengthen these weak spots. 
Gorm. 


Chez Vito. N. Y¥. 
Sirat, John Stanford, Rose Mar.- 
rone; $3.50-$5 minimums. 





Chez Vito, one of the intimate 
eastside eating spots, has hit upon 





ja novel floorshow presentation. It 
|encompasses informality with a 
maximum of entertainment and a 


surprise impact. Probably the idea 
that boniface Vito Piso has come 
up with is most simple, but 
creation of the atmosphere in 
which such a presentation can go 
over seems extremely difficult. 
The Chez Vito principal 


per- 


formers congregate at a table and | 


just begin singing. It’s a surprise 
to many patrons, at first, to hear 
well developed voices rise above 
the strings of the orchestra, Con- 
versations are hushed, then 
stopped, and the show goes on with 
an air of easy informality. 
Participants in this series of 
roundelays are Sirat, a Javanese 
soprano; tenor John Stanford and 
Rose Marrone. During the entire 
stint lasting just about 15 minutes, 


only one departure from the table 
is made. Sirat roams around the 
room while singing “Un Bel Di.” 

There are moments when the 
offerings are interrupted by ap- 
plause, but as the session is pulled 
off by this trio, there’s the illusion 
that applause is not the payoff; the 
singers give out because they like 
to and hope that someone at a 
nearby table might also. It’s car- 
ried off well and charmingly. 
There’s a wide variety of numbers 
including a batch of operatic arias 
and musicomedy tunes. The med- 
leys are put together excellently 
and the comparatively brief show 
has ample awards. 

Chez Vito has copied, to some 
degree, the Monsiegneur (Paris) 
idea of the orchestra with strolling 
fiddlers banking the room. Candle- 
light and strings provide potent 
atmosphere, Jose. 





Lind- | 


with— | 


sot 
? 
’ 


} 
| 


ringsider males. She loses the mob | 


the 


iclowning that ignites a chain 
| action 


; cases 


| 





there are no announcements and |Sticks of Jimmy Vincent. 


i standout 


“Take Back Your Mink” and 
Latter is 
better suited to her overall style 
and achieves a better impact with 
the novelty on 
“Mink,” of Damon Runyon ac- 
cent in the middle of the usual 
hillbilly material. 

Best of the newer stuff is an 
“Uncle Fud Rock and Roll,” kid- 
ding both the present trend and 
the use of “idiot sheets’ by some 
performers. She has. simulated 
“idiot sheets” distributed to ring- 
siders, ostensibly to help her re- 
'member the lyrics. It’s all a solid 
buildup to the inevitable “Effi- 
| ciency” and “Uncle Fud,” which re- 
main as two big items in an off- 
beat repertoire. 

For an opener this time, the 
Cocoanut Grove has an amazing 
| juggling team, the Half Bros., from 
South America. They. achieve 
fantastic speeds and dexterity with 
their clubs, doing rapid-fire take- 
overs and continuing atop unicycles 
and through a leapfrog bit. Stand- 
out is their use of a bandsman as a 
stooge, knocking a cigaret from his 
mouth and a cap from his head, 
| with the flying clubs. 

Freddy Martin orch holes over 
dishing a great dance beat and 
spotlighting its wares in the show 


with 


a 


on a special “Park Avenue Hoe- 
down” number that intros Miss 
| Shay. Kap. 


| Piamingo. Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, July 26. 
Gisele MacKenzie, The Goofers 
(5), Augie & Margo (2), Flamingo 
| Starlets (10), Lou Basil Orch (14); 
$2 minimum. 


Gisele MacKenzie steps into a 
smartly designed nitery repertoire 
that will receive plenty of atten- 
tion from the show-shoppers dur- 
ing the four frames she _ holds 
forth in the Flamingo Room. She 
tunes up pops, ballads and spe- 
cially cleffed material, the latter 
| successfully aimed at yocks, all of 
which is neatly paced during a 25- 
|minute sortie that garners plenty 
|of kudos. Out of her initial num- 
|ber, a specialty which she carried 
with her here last trip, she glides 
into a poignant embrace of “Pic- 
inic’ that allows her plenty of 
|room with which to display ability 
ito emote with a song. 

She evokes hearty chuckles with 
her takeoffs on Marilyn Monroe, 
lrock ‘n’ roll and hillbillies in 
“You've Gotta Have the _ Right 
Singer for the Right Song.’ More 
|comedy is deftly translated as Miss 


MacKenzie presents the distaff 
iview of things through a parody 
of “Sixteen Tons.” Sprightly 
French intonation of “Le Fiacre” 
and a volin-vocal duo of ‘Vaya 
Con Dios” are sock. Mitts soar 
lwith begoff “When They Were 


|Hard to Get.” 

The Goofers are five fellows who 
have coupled instrumental and vo- 
leal savvy to robust comedics to 
fashion an act that is solid on any 
ibill. Following their zingy open- 
ling and a more-or-less serious har- 
|monizing of ‘Bermuda,’ they 
‘launch their spirited gyrations that 
'see ’em standing on their heads to 


'windjam and, in general, turn 
everything and = anything that 
leomes along’ into nonsensical 


re- 
of roars. Goofers’ quickie 
blackout, a takeoff on radio soap- 
operas called “Portia Goofed,” is 
riotous. Drum solo followup show- 
lightning swift rhythmetie 
Another 
is diminutive 
in addition to 
most of the 
down house 


member 
Jimmy Dell who, 
playing stooge for 
act’s antics, brings 
when he swings from a trapeze 
while playing trombone. Ditto 
performance on the suspended bar 
is accomplished by Tom _ Terry 
who plunks bass for his role. 
Augie & Margo toe a series of 
slick Latino style numbers tuned 
up with a modern beat. Guy and 
lassie make handsome picture to- 
gether, and Margo’s swift change 
from gown to toreador outfit is 
smart showmanship. Flamingo 
Starlets repeat holdover from pre- 
vious bill at the top, then return 
to provide eye-arresting  back- 
ground for finale durin which cast 
passes in review. Lou Basil is pro- 
ficient with his baton, marking the 
show’s score superbly throughout. 
Alan, 
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The Gimmick 


Westport, Conn., July 25. 
Philip Langner & Philip Turgeon pres- 


entation of comedy by Joseph Julian. 
Features Larry Blyden. Staged by David 
Pressman; setting and lighting, Marvin 
Reiss. At the Westpert Country Play- 
house, July 23, "Ss. 

pO errr rrr Ter eT Larry Bly-len 
POO... co censatanns canes Patricia Smith 
NS MOR TT UP ETT ... Tammy Grimes 
MailmMaM ....ccccee Heywood Hale Broun 
Mrs. Martini ...... od Amy Douglass 
ist Policeman ...cccces- Ralph Bell 
24 Policeman .....+666- William Zuckert 
Del Bie .. .ccccccscovees Gene Soks 
Mr. Zellor epee Hal Gerson 
en Robert Carneart 


“The Gimmick” begins brightly, 
but the joke is soon overextended, 
the dialogue runs down and the 
show ends in a swamp of unlikely 
behavior. : 

The play’s wacky premise in- 
volves a qguondam advertising man 
who veally wants to write plays 
but has no means of subsidizing 
himself and his bride. He takes 
a personal ad in the New York 
papers asking people to mail him 
dollar bills and, just like that, he 
gets 27,000 letters, each containing 
a buck. 

When the wife rejects her hus- 
band’s bonanza the amusing story 
line is forsaken for a series of bad 
farcical situations, with the couple 
separating and an interloper tak- 
ing the wife's place. 

Joseph Julian, the author, is not 
to be disqualified because the play 
fails to come off. After all, he did 
think up a funny idea, and he also 
devised an amusing situation per- 
mitting 
expert at this sort of thing, to turn 
up as a burdened letter carrier. 

As the ad man-playwright, Larry 
Blyden is a_ breezy, better-than- 
competent comedian, with Patricia 
Smith okay as his wife. However, 
the best performance comes from 
Tammy Grimes as a derelict room- 
er whose scruples don’t stand 
scrutiny. 

“The Gimmick” is not for Broad- 
Way. Dorl. 


The Beggar's Opera 
Boston, July 25. 
Cambridge Droma Festival presentation 


of William Morris Hunt, Miles Morgan. 
Bryant Haliday & Michael Wager revivel 
of musical in two parts, by John Cay, 
with boek adopted by Richard Baldridge | 
and music adapted by Daniel Pinkham 
Production supervision, Burt Shevelove; 


staged b* Baldridge; music direciion 


Morgon; music.l staging, John Heawood; 
etlings, Rebert O’Hearn; lighting, Walter 
Russell and Francis Sidlauskas; costumes. 
Robert Fle-cher; choral direction, Edward 


Low At 
Mass., Juls 

Cast: Shirley 
Georee S. Irving, Jeanne Beauvais, Rob- 
ert Burr, Betty Garde, Constance Brig 
ham, Charles Boldender, Zamah Cunning 
ham, Harrison Dowd, Sorrell Booke. 
Maria Karnilova, David Nillo, Roger Evan 
Boxill, Maurice Edwards, Anita Cooper, 
Patricia Ripley, Lucy Landau, Shirley 
Chester, Francis Barnard, Arthur Malet, 
Morris Pancoast, others. 


Sanders ‘Theatre, 
25, °56; $3.50 top. 
Jones. Jack 


Cambridge, 


Cassidy, 


A rollicking, colorful and rowdy 
production of this oldie spills cut 
over the three level stage at Saa- 
ders with bouncy verve which does 
credit to the Cambridge Drama 
Festival. This version of the two 
centuries’ old “Beggar’s Opera” re- 
tains the airs oi nearly all of the 
original arrangements and chops 
down a lot of the incidental music. 

The playing is bold, bawdy and 
boisterous, spotlighting several ex- 
cellent vignettes, notably “Ladies 
of the Town.” Shirley Jones is a 
delightful Polly Peachum ond Jack 
Cassidy is a virile ishbuckling 
Macheath, and they the an- 
tique melodies admirably, 

George S. Irving, Mr. 
um, is standout, scoring with a 
deep baritone and handling the 
characterization of the sharpie con- 
vincingls Betiy Garde gets ku- 
does for her low camedy as Mrs. 
Coaxer; Jeanne Beauvais is a cap- 
tivaling vixenish Charles 
Bolender, as Fiich, turns in a slick 
porirayal, and Constance Brigham 
makes a striking Jenny. The ani- 
mating playing of distaffers Patri- 
cia Ripley, Anita Cooper, Lucey 
Landau, Shirle Chester, Maria 
Karnilova and Miss Brigham, the 
“ladies of the town,” is forcerul 
and sharpiy ete 

‘he Robert Fletcher 
effectively authentic and 
ant, splash color aeross the stage. 


sing 


as Peach- 


Lue me 


hed 
costumes, 


Macheath’s gang, played by Rob- 
ert Burr, Roger Evan Boxill, Fran- 
cis Barnard, Arthur Malet, Morris 


Paneoast and David Nillo, is prop- 
erly formidabie and diverting. 
Maria Karniiova is a click in a 
dramatic pas de deux. Pinkham’s 
score, based on oviginal harmoniz- 
ing wherever svitable, brings some 
of the music inte modern style. A 
String quintei, wind quiniet, per- 
cussion and harpsichord, is used. 
Ingenious musical effects 
high string harmonies features the 
score, all rew, somewhat = re- 
strained in view of the onstage 
boisterous histrionics, but always 
clear. The adaptation chops the 
original politico satire of the by- 
gone 


ribald flavor. Guy. 


Heywood Hale Broun, an | 


flamboy- | 


on | 


period, but accentuates the. 


Stock Reviews 


Pena Rosita. 


The Spinster 
Westport, Conn., July 22. 


| Lucille Lortel presentation of drama by 
Frederico Garcia Lorea, translated by 





Staged by J. O. Serymgeour; decor, 
John Bageris: lighting, Andrew Mare 
Leventhal: musi¢, Dominick Argento. At 
White Barn Theatre, Westport, Conn., 
July 22, °56. 

Cast: Roger Plowden, Marion Raymond, 
Anna Berger, Zohra Alton, T. Loftus 





Kristie, Ginette Martin, William Alton, 
Dolores Kapen, Kit Merriman, Nan Krule- 
| witch. Elizabeth Stearns, Mike Antonakes, 


i Francis Von Zerneck, Haig Chobanian, 
| Stephen Press. 
! 
. 
As laboratory theatre, this ar- 


tistie effort by Frederico Garcia 
‘Lorca has merit enough to justify 
\its presentation, Done against an 
altractive setting and costumed ef- 
fectively in turn-of-the-century ap- 
jparel, it. is visually quite accept- 
able. If the pace falls somewhat 
short of matching the eye-appeal, 
‘it is probably because of a light- 
i; weight story. 

The O'’Connell-Graham transla- 
tion ot Lorea’s rhythmic prose 
itells, sometimes poignantly some- 


‘times lethargically, the tragedy of | 


ithe young Spanish miss whose 
‘youthful romance with a cousin 
iturns to ashes in later life when a 
'plighted troth fails to materialize 
into marriage. There’s a “Cherry 
Orchard” atmosphere to the play’s 
iclosing as an old homestead is 
'broken up to the accompaniment 
of a final packing scene. 

Zohra Alton impresses favorably 
‘in early moments as the romantic 
isenorita but has difficulty main- 
{taining authenticity in more 
jmapnding segments as the frustrat- 
led aging spinster. Some shoricom- 
ings here, however, can be laid to 


Ce. | 


| 


Bichard O’Connell and James L. Graham. | 


2 Buff. Area Strawhats 


Vie for Musical Trade. 


Buffalo, July 31. 
Direct competition between Eric 
Greenwood’s Princess Theatre, in 


Fair, in Wurlitzer Park, N. Tona-| Vestment group for conversion into a textile building. 
wanda, is a notable development of | Elliott under lease since 1943 as a radio-tv playhouse. 


the local strawhat season. 


offering touring packages of “Out 


|}of This World,” “Where’s Charley” 


O’Hara. Erie Tavares, Sylvia Burnell, Nia | 


an interminable speech she is re-'! 


. quired to narrate. Roger Plowden, 
Marion Raymond, Erie Tavares, 
Anna Berger add varying degrees 
olf thesving interest. 

An early love seene is especially 
well done and stilted sequences of 
‘1900 parlor talk are faithfully re- 
, corded, Bone, 





Susan and the Strang» 


Barton It. Emmet, in association with 


Veartin H. Leonard, production of come:ciy 
in three aets, by Robert Nathan. Scars 
Joseph Wiseman, Nan MeFarland, Devw'd 
Write Staged by Emmet; settine, Wil- 
licm Behnert; lighting, Robert Gorech. 
At Westchester Playhouse, Mt. Kisco, 
Y., «uly 23-28, °56, 
“i re Freda Holloway 
Frommy Hester... cecicces. David Whi't« 
Suson Hester , Nan Mc"ar'!tend 
icc kadheaseste Joseph Wisemen 
ae ° |... wea aimee beats Loraine Grover 
Valentine James Hickman 


The perennial Faust legend has 
/been given another workover. 
Broadway currently has two varia- 
tions on that theme in “Damn Yan- 
kees” and “Will Success Spoil 
Rock Hunter.” Now playwright 
Robert Nathan has come through 
with one more in “Susan and the 
Siranger,” which was tried out last 
week at the Westchester Play- 
house, Vit. Kiseo, N., Y. 

Barion H. Emmet, operator of 
he Plevhouse, and theatrical ai- 
torney Martin H, Leonard, produ- 
cers of Nathan’s play, have been 
considering it as a Broadway pros- 


pect It's not strong enough fer 
that. but seems an okay light- 
weight vehicle for summer thea- 
ies 

The play Has some humorous 
moments in its be-content-w th- 
wWhat-vou-are theme, but the situ- 
aiion nd characters aren't par- 
ticulariy impressive. There are 
also cccasional stretches of poeiry 


that add up to merely ineffeciual 
chattet 

Nathan has loealed his three- 
acter in a picnic area and has fo- 
cused on a family comprised o° a 
wealthy, aging business man, his 
wife, who’sS “not very smart,” and 
their young daughter, who dreams 
of a more exciting life. There's 
also an emissary of the Devil, who 


gives the husband a feeling o° 
youth, but in exchange for his 
heart instead of his soul, as is 
usually the case, 

The stranger, however, gets a 


yen for the wife, and transfers her 
into a mentally alert woman. She 
has an affair with him in exchange 


or the return of her husband's 
heart. In the windup, the husband 
and wife contentedly revert to 


their former selves, and the daugh- 
ter, unaffected by any of the su- 
pernatural goings on, meets a 
young boy and appears destined 
for a dull future. 

Joseph Wiseman gives a smooth 
porformance in the role of the in- 
trader, while the others 


are ac- 
ceptable, William Bohnert has 
provided a_ serviceable outdoor 
setting, and Emmet has staged 
adequately. Jess, 





Vera Allen has succeeded Doro- 
thy Sands as director of the Amev- 
ican Theatre Wing’s summer work- 
shop at the Cape Playhouse, Den- 
‘nis, Mass. > 


run of 


and “Annie. Get Your Gun.” 

The canvastop Melody Fair 
opened June 15 with ‘Plain and 
Fancy” and is currently presenting 
“King and I.” The two operations, 


although on opposite sides of the | 


border, are within 10 miles. of each 
other and generally vie tor patron- 
age. 


Puddle-Jumping 


\ 





Gladys Cooper 


Gladys Cooper, who costarred 


last season in Irene M. Selznick’s | 
production of | 
Monday | 


original Broadway 
“Chalk Garden,” planed 
night (30) to Londen to take over 
ihe same part in the Tennent Pro- 
ductions edition of the comedy in 
the West Erd. She'll go into the 


Enid Bagnold play tonight (Wed.), | 


subbing tor Edith Evans, who must 
undergo emergency surgery. 

Miss Cooper had just bought a 
new car and was vloenning to start 
driving in a few cas to the Coast, 
to begin rehearsing in a touring 
company of the comedy, under the 
management of Edward 
With Judith Anderson as costar, 
the show is ta open Sent. 6 at the 
Lco>dero Theatre, Sianta Barbara, 
then go to Los Anseles for four 


weeks and San Francisco for a 
similar stand. 
Having taken aleng the cos- 


tumes she used in the 
“Garden,” 
cue to continue in the 
troupe for four weeks, 
Evans is expected to be able to 
rejoin the cast. She will return 
immediately to the U.S. and plane 
to the Coast, arriving tate for re- 
hearsals of Choate’s touring com- 
pany. Incidentally, Peggy Ash- 
croft, costarring in the West End 
edition of the show, is withdraw- 
ing from the cast at the end of this 
week, 
succeed her. 


London 
when Miss 





Legit Followup 





The Pajama Game 
(Si, JAMES THEATRE, N. Y.) 
Neile Adams, latest to play the 

pixie comedy-dancirg role of 
Glacys in this longrun smash, is 
possibly a trifle young for the as- 
signment. She's the cutest dish 
who's had the assignment, how- 
ever, at least in the oviginal Broad- 
way troupe, so even her youth and 
limited experience tend to be in- 
cidental., 


Lacking the engaging booby- 
hatch quality that Carol Haney 


brought to the secretary character 
originally, or the amusingly hoy- 
denish flavor Helen Gallagher 
save it later, Miss Adams compen- 
sates with a truly fetching face 
and stunning figger, plus infectious 
animation and eagerness. With 
added performance in the part, 
plus the pacing, projection and re- 
sourcefulness that only experience 
ean bring, the comedienne-hoofer 
could become a real find. 
Otherwise, “Pajama Game” is 
beginning to show the inevitable 
signs of its 116-week run. The in- 
dications are relatively minor, but 


unmistakable. Although John 
Raitt, in particular, retains his 
original performance quality to a 


really remarkable degree as the 
foreman and Julie Wilson holds up 
admirably as the grievance com- 
mittee chairman, the ensemble 
playing has become almost sloven- 
ly. For instance, in the “Hurry 
Up” opening number, the song ly- 
rics are now slurred unintelligibly, 
and the bits of business have lost 
the precision that practicaliy guar- 
antees audience response. 

Even allowing for a_ possibly 
lethargic house at the show caught 
last week, the laughs are nowhere 
near as frequent or big as original- 
ly, and the overall performance 
clearly reveals. the need of check- 
up directing and rehearsal. Some 
of the company even resort to that 


longrun diversion of breaking each 


ther up, which remains cornily 
unprofessional, if traditional, It’s 
difficult to spoil knockout mate- 
rial, however, and “Pajama Game” 
remains an enjoyable show. 
Hobe. 


Choate. | Alvin Johnson, but that the book requires further rewrite, 
time Max Gordon supposedly had the property. 


3roadway | 
Miss Cooper is. 


with Pamela Brown set to} 


{ 


Inside Stufl—Legit 


Coincidental with the sale of Carnegie Hall to the Glickman Reali, 
Corp., tor possible conversion into an office building, the old Maxine 
Niagara Falls, Ont., and Melody | Elliott Theatre on West 39th St. has been purchased by a realty in- 


CBS had the 
This leaves the 


The | Helen Hayes ‘nee Fulton) and the Ethel Barrymore as the lone Broad- 
Princess has recently gone musical, | Way legit houses named for thespians. 


The others—Golden, Cohan. 


| Woods, Selwyn, Harris, Ziegteld, Belasco, Shubert, Beck, Morosco, Cort 
—were named for managers, although in Cohan’s case he was an ac- 


} 
| tor-manager. 
' picture houses. 


operation. 
| Ziegfeld was recently taken under 
Booth and (Richard) 


managers, 


Mansfield were named for 
Of the above, the Woods, on West 42d St., is no more. 


The Selwyn and Harris on West 42d St. are now grind 
The Alvin's billing was coined from Alex A. Aarons 
& Vinton Freedley, who built it originally; it’s now a Norman Pincus 
The Mark He!linger was named for a newspaperman,. The 


NBC-TV lease. 


the 


The (Edwin) 
eminent actor- 


Recent move by the Shuberts to shift the current “New Faces” from 


the Barrymore Theatre, N.Y., to the Music Box, and book the incoming 


“Separate Tables” into the former 


the suggestion of Leonard Sillman, producer of “Faces.” 


vealed by Sillman himself, with 


house instead of the latter, was at 
That is re- 


the explanation that his booking 


contract gave him the option of moving his revue from the Barrymore 


to the Plymouth 
available. 


(at Shubert expense) 
With the closing of “Janus,” however, Sillman discovered 
that the Plymouth was not equipped backstage to handle the “Face.” 
physical production, so he proposed to get the Music Box instead. 


if the latter house became 


That was okay with the Shuberts, but producer Robert Whitehead has 


a contract for “Tables” to play the 


license for her Personal 


Music Box, and he declined to take 


the Barrymore or Hiymouth instead. 


Sylvia Siegler, commenting on a report in last week’s issue about 
the N. Y. C. License Commissioner’s recett suspension of the broker's 
Ticket Service, 


contradicts the statement 


| that her defunct Show of the Month Club ever filed a petition of 


| bankruptcy. 


'of debts were paid off. 


“There is no doubt that when SOMC suspended its busi- 
ness voluntarily May 1, 1953, it was ‘flat broke,’ ” she writes. 
| might also be interesied in learning that many thousands of dollars 
As for the trade speculation as to who loaned 
me the $10,000 (to buy the entire house for a performance of ‘My 


“But you 


Fair Lady.’ Ed.), there is sworn testimony that it was not any broker.” 


Understood Feuer & Martin were interested in the Sam Behrman- 


|Irving Berlin musical, based on the Wilson Mizner saga by the late 


Broadway pressagent Sol Jzcob- 
son, motoring through the 


ters, writes that they've 
sleeping in a tent and cooking all 
their meals outdoors since leaving 
Chicago. The p.a. is due back Mon- 
day (6) to resume plugging “No 
Time for Sergeants.” 

After six months’ illness, Helen 
Hoerle will return to werk as 
pressagent for Edward Choate’s 
touring production of “Chalk 
Garden.” 

Philip 
| arrange 


Lang will orchestrate and 
the music for “Li'l 
Abner,” and Genevieve Pitot will 
arrange the dance music. Stubby 
Kaye has been signed for the role 
of Marryin’ Sam. 

Carl Fisher, general manager for 
“Pajama Game” and “Damn 

| Yankees,” is vacationing in Cuba 
this week. 

Neile Adams, comédienne-dancer 
in “Pajama Game,” is being sought 
for a dramatic role in “Double in 
Hearts.” 

Benny Stein got his full billing, 
Benjamin Franklin Stein, in a re- 
lease last week announcing that he 
would be general manager for the 
Ropert Fryer & Lawrence Carr 
production of “Auntie Mame.” 

Marijane Maricle has returned 
to New York after completing an 
18-week stint at the Houston Play- 
house. 

Lehman Engel 
director and will 


will be musical 
also do the vocal 


arrangements and direction for 
“Lil Abner,” for which Joseph 
Harris is general manager and 


Harvey Sabinson pressagent. 

Harold Callen, whose play about 
Bernard Shaw, titled “The Bashful 
Genius,” is scheduled for Broad- 
way production by Rita Allen, read 
a portion of the script last week in 
Chicago, as part of the city’s cele- 
bration of the 100th anniversary 
of GBS’ birth. 

Costume designer Helene Pons 
returns to N.Y. today (Wed.) after 
three months in Europe. 

The Directors Theatre, a N.Y. 
organization, has postponed its 
scheduled production of “Affairs 
of Anatole” to Aug. 15. 

Irving Strouse, managing direc- 
tor of the Stage Arena Guild of 
America leaves Sept. 1 on the Ile 
| de France for a five-week European 
| trek. 

Oliver Smith will design the sets 
for ‘‘Auntie Mame.” 

Henrietta Jacobson 
with Diana Geldberg and Mae 
| Schoenfeld in the American-Yid- 
| dish musical, “It’s a Funny World,” 
set for an October bow at the 
, Downtown National Theatre, N.Y. 
| The initial Broadwav production 
‘under the Courtney Burr-Burgess 
Meredith banner will be Audrey 
|and William Roos’ “Speaking of 
Murder,” scheduled to begin re- 


will costar 


| hearsing in mid-October. 

Cele McLoughlin will play a se- 
| Ties of guest dates at the Cecil- 
wood Theatre, Fishkill, N. Y., in- 
| cluding “Anniversary Waltz” next 


Lesit Bits 


north- | 
west with his wife and two daugh- | 
been | 


At one 





be 


week, to followed 
Menagerie, “Happy 
and “Apple of His Eye.” 

Ralph Richardson and his wife, 
| Meriel Forbes, will appear in Rob- 
ert Whitehead’s Broadway version 
of the London production, “Waliz 


by “Glass 
Birthday” 


of the Toreadors,” slated to hit 
N.Y. in mid-January, 
Robert Morley will appear in 


the London production of “Fanny” 
in the role created on Broadway by 
Walter Slezak. 

Robert Gordon has 
“Are You Sure?” a 
Jeanette Kamins. 

Paul Shyre’s reading adaptation 
of “Pictures in the Hallway,” Sean 
O’Casey’s second autobiographical 
volume in his series of six, will be 
presented Sept. 16-Oct. 7 at tie 
Playhouse, N.Y., on Sunday after- 
noons and evenings only. Harry 
Fromkes, owner ot the Playhouse, 
is doubling as producer of the pres- 
entation, which was originally 
given a two-performance off-Broad- 
way showing last May. 

A new producing team, com- 
prised of Stephen W. Sharmat, 
Laurence H, Buck and Bill D. Ross, 
has purchased the rights to “This 
Planet Earth,” a musical comed) 
with book by Sidney Michaels, mu- 
sic by Howard Morris and lyrics by 
Stone Widney. 

David Ross, producer-director of 
the 4th Street Theatre, is back in 
N.Y. after attending. the London 
opening of “Quare Fellow,” whi 
he’s scheduled to present on Broad- 


acquired 
comedy by 


way in the fall. Carmen Capalbo 
and Stanley Chase, co-producers 
of “Threepenny Opera” at tbe 


Theatre de Lys, have also returned 
from Europe. 
Cameron Mitchell is being 
sought as male lead in “Harbo: 
Lights,” in which Linda Darnell 
will star on Broadway this fall. 

If he doesn’t do the film version 
of “Pajama Game,” repeating his 
current role in the original Broad- 
way production, John Raitt may do 
the male lead opposite Judy Hol- 
liday in “Bells Are Ringing.” He's 
also being sought for a concert 
tour under the management of Na- 
tional Concert & Artists Corp., but 
prefers pictures and legit. 

Ann Harding, with her husband, 
conductor Werner Janssen, attend- 
ed a performance of “Angel in the 
Pawnshop,” with Eddie Dowling 
starred, at the Sacandaga (N. Y>! 
Summer Theatre. Film _ actress 
wants the actor-director to stage 
'“Morgan Rock,” in which she 
| plans to return to Broadway in the 
ial: 
| Alex Robert Baron, general 
| manager of Theatre Tours, Alexan- 
| der H. Cohen’s agency booking all- 
|expense legit trips to New York 
| via various airlines, is “‘vacation- 
ing” this week as an actor in a 
revival in “The Play’s the Thing. 
at the Long Beach (L.I) Playhouse. 

Jon Essex has joined the staff 0! 
,the Clarence (N.Y.) Playhouse as 
'seenic designer and production di- 
‘rector. 
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Cat’ Hits the Roof Over Billing 


Three Actors Have Same Agent, Whose Wife 


Is Agent for 


— . 


Matters hbave apparently _ re- 
turned to the state of normal} 
tension backstage at “Cat on a Hot | 
Vin Roof,” at the Morosco Theatre, | 


N.Y. Justa few days ago. however, | 
there was a prospect of at least | 
one of the show's leads quitting | 
because of “illness.” The incident | 
involved actor billing and the 
pmanouvering of an agent. 


As of this week, Alex Nicol has} 
yeturned to the cast from vacation, 
\-ith billing upped from featured 
to eostarred wiih Thomas Gomez 
and Marjorie Steele. Claiborne | 
foster is top-featured, with “her | 
name in the program in type of 
equal size to that of the stars. In| 
the newspaper ads, where the) 
larger type would cost an extra 
acate line of space, her name is in 


| 
| 


smatier print. 4 
Although the production — staff 
fer the Playwvights Co., which 


is presenting the Tennessee Wil- 
liams drama, is determinedly mum 
en the subject, cast members have 
revealed that the atmosphere back- 
siage at the show has recently been 
a taut as a Near East diplematic 
contab. With Gomez reportedly 
laving threatened to walk out of | 
ithe key role of Big Daddy unless . 
matters were clarified, stager and | 
silent co-producer Elia Kazan 
settied the squabble. 

The situation had been brewing 
for many weeks, its genesis having | 
be en the various changes in the 
play’s leading roles. Gomez, suc- 
ceeding Burl Ives, was top-starred, 
on the basis of the size and im- 
portance of the part as well as his 

‘Continued on page © 58) 


Jerry Wayne Producing 
London Intimate Revue; 


Will Also Be the Star 


Jerry Wayne, U. S. 
currently a resident in 
has acquired “Happily Ever After,’ 
an intimate revue (with a slight 
storv thread), tor production in 
Lendon and. possibly later on! 
Broadway. The show has a book by 
Joseph Stein and Will Glickman, 


singer-actor 
England, 


with music by Dave Mann and 
lvries by Bob Hilliard. 
Wayne, who came to New ‘York 


last week on a quick visit to obtain 


financing for scheduled West End 
preductions in which he’s part- 
nered with U. S.-born Mark Mar- | 


in, planes back to England today 
Wed.). He plans to star in “Hap- 
pilv” as well as co-produce it. The 
presentation of the show depends, 
however, on theatre availability, 
an even tougher problem in the 
West End than on Broadway. 
“Happily” has been under op- 
lion to several New York manage- 
ments in the last couple of seasons, 
ahd such star combinations.as Dick | 


Powell and June Allyson, and 
Peter Lind Hayes and Mary Healy 
have been tentatively set to head 
le four-character cast. 


Bob Ardrey Goes Swiss: 
For Legit College Try 


Robert Ardrey is going to Switz- 
erland to change his luck. Although | 
he is an established screenwriter, 
he has never had a boxoffice hit 
on Broadway, and is understood to 
he figuring that the change oft lo- 
cale may give him a new perspec- 
live for a legit script. 

The scenarist-dramatist-novelist 
will sail Aug. 17 on the Caronia 

ith his wife and two sons, having | 
eased his home in Beverly Hills 
lle’ll live two vears if Lucerne. 

iere the boys will-attend the In- 
ternational School. He recently 
completed the screenplay for ‘“Mo- 
ment of Truth” for Metro. It’s a 
South American yarn and he spent 
* couple of months in Argentina 


{0 absorb local atmosphere. i 
Although he’s an_= established | 
screenwriter, Ardrey has never | 


had a boxoffice hit on Broadway 
Of his five produced scripts, “Star | 
Spangled” drew respectful critical | 
attention and “Thunder Rock” was 
an “artistic success” and subse- | 
quently a critical and popular hit | 
in London, besides being .a steady 
rOvalty-earner in stock and little | 
theatres and a repeat item on tele- | 
Vision via its British film edition. | 


| 


i 


|-Ginsbury’s 


| presentation by 


+ Columbia. 


| Hiller 


(man Richardson, 
| two 
;Show-trains to New York last win- 


-show-train 


the Author 





Wowed ’Em on Mars 

Actors, traditionally prone ‘o 
use any strategem to get jobs, 
are responding to a challenge 
offered by Kermit Bloomgar- 
den’s scheduted production of 
Arch Oboler’s melodrama, 
“Night of the Auk.” 

The play deals with inter- 
planetary travel, and hopeful 
thesps have been wriing in 
for interviews, in many cases 
enclosing photos of themselves 
in appropriate costume, some 
obviously publicity stills from 
television shows and others ap- 
parently made specially for the 
purpose, with rented or bor- 
rowed spaceman outfits. 


Sergeants Nets 








| 


} 





i ¢ 


| 


$360,000 So Far 


| screen rights and the CBS deal for 


“No Time for Sergeants,” which 
has been averaging $10,500-$11,000 
weekly profit on sellout 
since its Broadway preem last Oc- 
tober, has thus far netted approxi- 
mately $560,000. That’s based on 
the take as of June 30 accountinp 


ing four weeks. 

Actually, the Maurice Evans-Em- 
mett Rogers production has earned 
around $430,000 profit, 


business | 


' plus estimated profit for the ensu- | 


but $68,475 | 


of that was spent for the national | 


company, 
breakin 


which had .a two-week 
engagement at the State 
Fair Auditorium in Dallas in June, 
prior to beginning a regular road 
run Sept. 3 at the Erlanger The- 
atre, Chicago. 

Highlights of 
audit include 

Original 
$100,000. 

Net profit ‘including $78.628 in 
miscellaneous income), $315,430. 

Distributed profit, $240,000. Split 
50-50 between investors and man- 
agement. 


SLEZAK IN ‘FIRST GENT’; 


the show’s 
the following: 
investment (repaid), 


recent 





i} calls for 


BUDGET: $125,000. 


“The First Gentleman,” 
London 
Broadway 
next spring with Walter 
star and Tyrone Guthrie staging. 
Alexander H. Cohen will produce, 
with Ralph Alswang designing the 
scenery. 

The show. to 
$125,000, with 
overcall, will 
Rehearsals are 
late February, with a New 
breakin opening March 20, to be 
tollowed by two weeks’ tuneup in 


Norman 
success, is 


slated production 


for 


be financed at 
provision for 20°; 
have a cast of 21. 
aimed to start in 


Boston and Philly, and the New 
York preem April 8. 

The play was originally done in 
London in the summer of 1945. 
with Robert Morley and Wendy 
Hiller as leads, .and was subse- 
quently announced for Broadway ' 


Stanley 
A film version was 
England in 1948 by 
with Cecil Parker and 
Hopkins in the Morley and 
roles and Jean Pierre 
mont starred in .a romantic part. 

Also on Cohen’s preduction this 
season are a musical, “Countess to 


Barbara Pavne 
produced in 


Joan 


Boot.”” adapted from the Jack Iams 
novel: Pirandello’s ‘“‘Pleasures of 
Honesty,’ to be done first in Lon- 
don with Alfred Drake as star. and 
‘Duchess .and the Don,” by John 
Matthews, also slated for first 
presentation in London, with Con- 


stance Cummings .as star. 
Cohen will plane to London the 
middle of next week. 


Toledo’s Bard-Bus To 





Slezak as | 


|L & C and 
Haven | 


Gilkey & | 


Au- ; 
' 


Stratford (Ont.) Fest. 


Toledo, July 31. 
A show-bus to the Stratford 


'(Ont.) Shakespeare Festival is be- 
‘jing readied for Aug. 


10-11 by Dor- 
who sponsored 
Repertoire Little Theatre 
ter. The junket 
|date 36 patrons. 

Meanwhile Richardson is plan- 
ning a new season of Broadway 
operations with an 
initial trip Oct. 21-27. 


will accommo- 


‘touring company, 


CAREER WOMEN COMEDY 


Sid Caesar’s Writers Hit The Stem | 
With ‘Maybe Tuesday’ 
“Maybe Tuesday,” 
Mel Tolkin and Lucille Kallen, 
| been optioned by Walter Fried for 
| Broadway production this season. 
The play is localed in an upper 
west side Manhattan apartment 
house occupied by young career 
women. The authors are writers 
for the Sid Caesar television show. 
Also on Fried’s scheaule for this 
season is “Casual Miracle,” How- 
ard Teichmann’'s dramatization of 
a story by Nathanicl West. 


Royalties Deal 
For Musicalized 
‘Life With Pop 


Despite the previous adaptations 








of “Life with Father” for films 
j;and television. the rights are 
now completelv clear for the pro- 
posed musicalization by Rodgers 
& Hammerstein and Lindsay & 
Crouse. Werners’ lease on the 


the video 


rights have both ex- 
pired. The straight play rights 


lapsed when the Oscar Serlin pro- 


ence Day, widow of the author of 
the original Day family sketches, 
have an option to put up a portion 
of the bankroll. That will be simi- 
lar to the setup of the recent ‘Pipe 
Dream,” for which R & H 
vided their own cxnpital, with a few 
longtime investors allowed to take 
a rooting interest. 

If the show is 
will probably be 


actualy done, it 
targeted to onen 
on Broadway in the fall of 1957. 
Howard Lindsay and Russel 
Crouse are to write the book, with 
Richard Rodgers composing the 
music and Oscar Hammerstein 2d 
supplying the Ivrics. It’s under- 
stood that the royvaltv agreement 
R & H each to get 215° 
of the gross. L & C to get 2% 
apiece and Mis. Day the remain- 
ing 1% 

(Theoretically, the royalties to 
L & C and Nirs. Day would be 
split into two categories. This 
would designate 3° jor the rights 
to the original Lindsay-Crouse 
play, with the co-authors and Mrs. 
Day getting 1% each. The other 
2%o would be designated as author 


Celler Defends Arthur Miller's ‘Sin’: 
Calls Charge Bad Propaganda Abroad 


a comedy by | 
has | 


lits $375,000 investment. 


‘duction closed on Broadway nine 
years ago. 
Provided the two collaborating 
g,' teams decide that the material is | 
suitable for musical adaptation, | 
R& H wil! preduce the show, sup- 
plying the financing personally. | 
However, L & C and Mrs. Clar- 


pro- | 





Careless Research 

The recent revival of “Henry 
VV" at the Cambridge (‘Mass.) 
Drama Festival was not. as an- 
nounced by the management, 
the first performance of the 
play in the U. S. in 30 vears. 

According to Thomas D. 
Foote, of Brooklyn, the drama 
was presented on Broadway in 
1928, the late Walter Hamp- 
den in the title role: at the 
Pasadena Playhouse in 1935 
with Gyles Isham as Henry; 
ai the Oregon Shakespeare 
Festival, Ashland, in 1952. and 
at the Antioch Area Theatre, 
Yellow Springs, O., the same 
year, with David Hooks in the 
name part. 





Fella Still Has 
1506 to Recoup 


Happy Fella.” currently 
14th week on Broadway, is 
rapidly moving toward the black. 
The Kermit Bloomgarden - Lynn 
Loesser production, a virfual se!l- 
out since preeming last Mav 3 at 
the Imperial Theatre, N.Y... has 
thus far recouped about 60°, of 
It's been 
average $13.500 





“Most 
in its 


overating at 
weekly profit. 

As of a June 2 accounting, the 
Frank Loesser musical had unre- 
covered costs totaling $259.405. 
On the basis of business for 
ensuing eight weeks, it’s estimated 


an 


that figure has been reduced to 
nvound $150,000. The tab- on 
bringing the show to Broadway 


$324,120, of which $268.806 
represented production costs. 


Was 


Preliminary trvout expenses ac- 
counted for another $3.491, while 
the loss on a seven-week out-ol- 


town break-in came to $32,246. The 
tuner plaved four weeks in Boston 
and three in Philadelphia, with the 


management overquoting on its 
evoss reports for practically all 
those stanzas. An additional $19.- 


577 was spent on pre-N.Y. opening 


| expenses 


royalty for the musical book adap- 


tation, 
each. 
would 


and L& C 
Actually, 

work out as 
) 497 or 


would get 1°; 
however, that 
2°o each fo 
\Irs. Day.) 
prospective musical _ of 
joins the two most suc- 
collaborating teams in 
Broadway stage history, L & C 
dramatized the original straight 
play, which holds the alltime lony- 
run record of 3.224 performances. 
R & H wrote “Oklahoma,” which 
holds the lengrun record for a 
2.248 pertormances. 


FEDER WINS DISPUTE 
OVER ‘WIND’ LIGHTING 


The 
“Father” 
cessful 


Lighting designer Abe Feder has 
won his dispute with producer 
lerman Shumlin over the fee foi 
the lighting for the touring edition 
of “Inherit the Wind.’ .The deci- 
sion was handed down last week by 
Aaron Horvitz, solo arbiter chosen 
by the American Arbitration Assn. 

The award vives Feder the $750 
fee he sought tor lighting the 
touring show. That was half of the 


amount .he received for devising 


the lighting for the original pro- 
duction of the Jerome Lawrence- 


Robert E. Lee drama. 

Incidentally, Shumlin and Feder 
had a dispute over the charge for 
the lighting assignment even be- 
fore “Wind” went into production. 

That initial spat was settled, 
however, and Feder was given the 
stint. Later, Feder won an arbitra- 
tion of a dispute over expenses for 
the job. 

In the case of the fee for the 
Shumlin argued 
that the scenic union's rule requir- 
ing half of the original charge :did 
not apply to lighting. However 


, the arbiter overruled him, 


| tithed 


As ot the audit, $48,000 had been 
repaid to the backers 


HUB GRIPS, B.0. STAFFS 
SEEKING WAGE BOOSTS 


Boston, Julv 31 
Local stagehands and boxoftice 
men are secking wage raises. Both 
croups are members of the IATSE, 
the latter through tthe affiliate 
Treasurers & Ticket Sellers Union. 


The move applies to all Shubert- 
operated theatres in the Hub. 

The grips are asking a’$17 jump. 
from $113 to $130. They also want 
the minimum of $10.77 per per- 
formance increased to $12.39 and 
the hourly rate of $2.42 no\ 
jumped to $2.78. Under terms oj 
the new contract asked, the 
p.m. rate would be increased from 
$2.72 to $3.13. 

The b.o. men want.a basic 
of &125, instead of the present $77. 
Rate being asked for assistants is 
$115, an increase of $49. It 
derstood that J. J. Shubert 
ready turned down the b.o. 


Ed Sullivan Will Guest 
Act Again at Strawhat 


5-10-12 


salary 


is un- 
has al- 
bid 


Southbury, Conn., July 31 

For the second successive sun 
mer, Jack Quinn, operator ot 
Southbury Playhouse, has snared 
Ed Sullivan for a week of stock 
thesping. Last season, the column 
ist-tver guested in Quinn’s prcsen 
tation of “King of Hearts.” This 
vear, although the play, “See How 
They Run,” is only’ tentative. 
Sullivan has agreed to tace the 


foothights Aug. 28-Sept. 2 

While here. Sullivan will trek to 
New London for a day, as guest of 
the Navy, with a submarine at his 
disposal as a gesture of gratitude 
for his numerous Navy tie-ins 





MANHEIM-MARX PLAY 
Max Gordon has acquired the 
rights’ to the Mannie Manheim- 
Arthur Marx comedy, tentatively 
“Gordy,” for Broadway -pro- 
duction this season. 


Rehearsals are scheduled to 


i begin in October. 


the | 


Washington, July 

Playwright Arthur Miller, aie 
George Tyne and Elliott Sullivan, 
and entertainer Peter Seeger were 
cited for contempt of Congress 
last week by the House of Repre- 
sentatives. All had retused io 
answer certain questions betore 
the House Un-American Activities 
Committee and did not claim the 
protection of the 5th Amendment. 
| If found guilty in court, each 
can be fined up to $1,000 and im- 
prisoned for up to one yvear. The 
House citations have been turned 
over to the Dept. of Justice for 
prosecution. 


Miller, now honeymooning in 
Britain with Marilyn Monroe, was 
cited by a 373 to 9 vote of the 
House on charges brought by the 


Un-American Activities Commit- 
tee. The playwright refused to 
provide names of other writers 
With whom he attended meetings 
of an alleged Communist writers’ 
vroup. Rep. Emanuel Celler (D., 
N. Y.), who voted against the cita- 
iion, told the House: 

“Passage of a contempt ci- 
tation certainly will not help 
us abroad. Propagandawise, 
our political status will not be 
he!ped—indeed, it will be hurt 
in foreign parts. 

“What is his sin? Ue 
candid in his examination. 
told all about his own 
ciations. He spoke openly and 
treely about his own views. He 
refused on conscience to play 
the role of informer. He would 
not disclose names at a meet- 


was 
He 


asso- 


ing*some 10 years ago. 
“The Athenians forced hem- 
lock on Socrates. Are we to 
coerce Miller? Like Miller, 
Socrates refused to foresake 
; his unorthodox views. He re- 


tused to conform.” 
Replied Rep. Francis E. Walter, 
chairman ot the Un-American Ac- 


‘Continued on page ov) 


Old Vic Ticket Scale 
Waits Theatre Booking: 
Upstairs Trade Factor 


Although the London Old Vie 
company had been mentioned as 
opening Oct. 23 at the Winter Gar- 
den, N.Y., the theatre is not abso- 
lutely set. It’s also been men- 
tioned for the Broadway, although 
the latter house now appears likely 
to continue with the current “Mr. 
Wonderful” remaining above the 
stop clause 

Because of the relatively small 


balcony at the Winter Garden, it’s 


not regarded as entirely suitable 
for Shakespeare repertory, which 
tranditionally draws heavy up- 
Stairs trade. Until the theatre is 
finally set, however, the admission 
cale for the show can’t be decided. 
The Old Vie tour, the third 
Canadian-U.S, trek for the outfit, 
,is under the management of Sol 
Hurok. The New York run will be 
probably eight weeks 

The repertory for the tour will 
include “Romeo and Juliet.” ‘Mac 
beth,” “Richard I” and “Troilus 
und Cressida,” the latter not seen 
here since the Players Club _ re- 
vival in 1942. The company will 
include Paul Rogers, Claire Bloom, 


John Neville.and Coral Browne 


The tour will open in Montreal 
for five days, do three weeks in 
Toronto and then two nights each 
at Indiana U Bloomington. and 
Purdue U., at -Latayette, prior to 
the New York stand 


Gorlinsky’s Drury Lane 
Deal to House ‘Fanny’ 


London, July 31 
Gorlinsky, concert impre- 
who is breaking into legit 
management with the London pres- 
entation of “Fanny,” is 
deal with Prince Littler to present 
the Broadway tuner at the Drury 
Lane. It will follow “Piain and 
Fanev” some time in October. 
In recent months Gorlinsky 
been negotiating with the 
Organization for a lease of the 
Odeon, Marble Arch, but these 
talks have now been suspended in 
view of the Drury Lane deal. 
William Hammerstein, who 
rived in London last weck to stage 
the musical, is now actively -en- 


S. A 
Savio 


cClOSiINg a 


had 
Rank 


are 


gaged on casting and the stars are 
expected to be chosen within the 
i coming week, 
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Bea Lillie Record 166 at lvoryton, 
P&P $9,100 at Spa; Other Barns 


Ivoryton, Conn., July 31. | 
Beatrice Lillie, in her “Beasop’s | 
Fables” revue, toppled a 26-year 
record at Milton Stiefel’s Ivory- 
ton Playhouse last week. Take of | 
$16,000 was tremendous for a 
strawhat of limited capacity. | 
Season to date has been com-| 
fortably in the black, with a lineup 
that drew $6,700 for “Bus Stop,’ 
$6,500 for Carol Bruce in “Anni- | 
versary Waltz,” $9,400 for David 
Wayne in “Ponder Heart” and tiie 
Lillie record. 
Balance of sked includes “Strict- | 
ly Dishonorable,” with Cesar Ro-| 
mero, this week; “Solid Gold Cad-| 
{llac,” with Biflie Burke, next week; | 
“Tea and Sympathy,” with Linda | 
Darnell, Aug. 13-18; “Welcome | 
Darlings,” with Tallulah Bank- | 
head, Aug. 20-25, and “Seven Year | 


Just a Coincidence 


Visiting actors at the Ogun- 
quit (Me.) Playhouse this 
summer are getting a kick out 
of having their clothes washed 
by Helen Hayes. 

That’s the name of the lo- 
cal laundress patronized by 
strawhat producer John Lane. 


nine performances and “Annie Get 
Your Gun” and “Student Prince” 
about $21,000 each in seven. Star- 
light needs about $4.000 a night to 











; H .|Inc. He also said fact that the 
— ae - 00, erat | ing and I” film was playing at 
ssadem ” | 5th Ave. Theatre during Aqua The- 


'atre presentation of the same mu- 
;sical hurt the legit edition. 
Gross for two productions was 


Avondale, playing in a tent, is 
less affected by weather but that, | 
coupled with its location, 17 miles 


from midtown, has kept it from | $95.620, Fons ae _ 

wing full possibilities to date. | 250°. $27,172 an rs ing ; rew 
Best draws in first five of 10-week |$28.468. Each had five perform- 
season were Ruth Chatterton in | @"ces 


Local casts are paid on per- 
‘centage basis, after expenses, mu- 
'sicians and stars are paid. 


“Jane” and Leo G. Carroll in “Ten 
Little Indians,” just closed. Cur- 
rent at the 800-seater is Fay Bain- 
ter in “Glass Menagerie.” 








‘Revive ‘Homestead,’ Swanzey, N.H. 
‘Teahouse’ $17,400, Asbury Park | Swanzey, N.H., July 31. 
Robert Rapport’s touring tent, 


production of “Teahouse of the from 20 states and six foreign 


Itch,” with Art Carney, Aug. 27-| August Moon” got off to a g00d | countries attended the 15th an- 


Sept. 1. 





‘Fancy’ $9,100 at Spa 
Saratoga, July 31. 
“Plain and Fancy,” with Sylvia 
Karlton, Karen Anders and Alan 
Manson, grossed almost $9,100 last 
week, the third largest on record, 
in John Huntingten’s 587-seat Spa | 
Summer Theatre, at $3.30 top. Fig- | 
ure for the musical package had | 
been surpassed only by the $10,306 
for “Solid Gold Cadillac,” starring | 
Billie Burke, the previous week, 
and $9,300 for the tryout of “The, 
Southwest Corner,” in 1954. 
The premiere of “All on a Sum- 
mer’s Day,” comedy by Robert Saf- | 
fron, is current. 





‘Carousel’ 32G for 2 weeks 
Wallingford, Conn., July 31. | 
Oakdale Musical Theatre wound | 
up another multiple-week stand | 
Saturday (28) with an okay gross | 


for a fortnight of “Carousel.” 
Considering that this was the eae 
ond time the Rodgers-Hammer- 


stein musical had played the local | 
tent, the estimated take of $32,000 | 
for the fortnight, based on an ap- | 
proximate attendance of 14,000) 
was a money-maker. 

Following the next two musicals, | 
“Plain and Fancy,” this week, and | 
“Kismet,” Aug. 6-18, spot goes | 
legit, with “Mister Roberts,” Aug. | 
20-25, and “‘Teahouse of the Au-| 


gust Moon,” Aug. 27-Sept. 8. | 





2 Ind’pls Spots Slagging 
Indianapolis, July 31. 

Midway mark in the strawhat 
season here finds both Avondale 
Playhouse and Starlight Musicals 
still hoping for break in weather 
that will help them come out 
ahead. 
been lost by rainout, early evening 
downpours or threatening § skies 
have cost Starlight heavily in the 
first three of six shows on the pro- 
gram. Opening in open-air thea- 
tre on Butler University campus, 
“Great Waltz’ grossed $28,000 in 


| Cherry County 


|500 for last week's production of | 


While only one night has | 


start on last week. The comedy | nyal three-night revival of the 70- 
grossed $17,400 in seven perform-| year-old play, “The Old Home- 
ances at the Neptune Music Cir-| stead.” by an all-local cast, 
cus, Asbury Park, N. J. It was the! potash Bowl here, July 20-22. 
second highest grosser at the spot | By 
and the first non-musical to play 
there. 

The show continues there this 
week, and then moves out for 
other canvastop bookings. 


at 


coincidence, there was a 
feet of the outdoor theatre open- 
ing night, but not a drop fell on 
the audience. It was the second 
time in the history of the produc- 
tion that this phenomenon has oc- 
Maggie O’Brien $8,400 in ‘Gigi’ | curred, 


Traverse City, Mich., July 31. | Winard L., Thompson, of North 


“Gigi” starring Margaret | cy anzey played the part of Uncle 

O’Brien, grossed $8,400 at — \Josh for the 45th time as the re- 

ae ene | Vival was concluded in the amphi- 

during the week of July 17-22. \theatre within a stone’s throw of 

was a complete sellout for the tent | tn. gig homestead of Denman 

ag 7 we Ruth | phompson, who wrote the melo- 
ailey. | drame in its ' 

“Time Out for Ginger” opens to- | oe Oa ced tone ee “ 
night (Tues.) with Neil Hamilton | “Ww oite. Hanrahan, of Rinse he 
starred. plays the role of Cy Prime, is one 
of the few persons now alive who 
saw the original production of 








‘Trap’ Record $12,500, Cincy 
Cincinnati, July 31. 
A gigantic gross of almost $12,- 











“The Old Homestead.” 
“Tender Trap,” starring Keefe 6 5 s 
Brasselle and Betsy von Fursten- Gal Hits Roof 
berg, set a new record for Richard Pee 
L. Rosenfeld’s Cincinnati Summer | ——= Continued from page 57 
Playhouse, Virtual capacity from | various film credits. Mi 

ae : : S S. iss Steele, 
third night on topped the previ-|. ding Barbara- Bel Pann 


| succee 
was second-starred, almost entire- 


ous record set last season by Ger- | 
aldine Page in “The Rainmaker. | ly because of the size and impor- 
tance of her part as Maggie, since 


Current is Marsha Hunt in 
Roomful of Roses. it is her first appearance on Broad- 
way. 








sé 








Madam,’ ‘King ee | Nicol, who took over 
| Greater Seattle, Inc., and the | Months ago as the neurotic young 
leasts of “Call Me Madam” and_| ee had been featured, as was 
\“King and I” will split only about wena ue aa Py Gazzara. 
| $7,700 in profits from the two mu-| 4), a e and Miss Steele have 
lsicals staged this month at the|- ‘©, °ame agent, William Liebling, 

|and the latter thereby appears to 


Aqua Theatre. freer 
. 3 age on act | have been under pressure to get 
Net is less than for season last star billing for Nicol. With sea- 


rear, | yne of 1955’s vehicles 

|year, but C SB + Fi gcie tall | sonal renewal of contract at stake 

i'was “South Pacifie,”’ starring for- the ; ee : ‘ : 
'the agent was able to swing it. 


|mer local lass Martha Wright. Big 
ldraw of this combination was That only complicated matters, 
however, as Miss Foster, who had 


|credited for last year’s bigger suc-| © 
'eess by Walter Van Camp, man-|¢?me out of retirement to succeed 
y Mildred Dunnock as Big Mama, 





‘aging director of Greater Seattle, | . ‘ 
ging | also had Liebling as agent. Again 





A typical Broadway hit show 3-sheet poster 





KERMIT BLOOMGARDEN, 
Broadway Producer, says . . 


“Our TDI 3-sheet poster campaign for Frank Loesser’s 


hit musical, ‘The Most 


most happy fellas. I run a 3-sheet campaign throughout 


TDI Commuter-Land 


because I find it produces impact and results... at 


the box office where it 


| TRANSPORTATION DISPLAYS, Ine. 


the percenter sought to have his 
client boosted to star billing. At 
that point, the Playwrights Co. 
balked, but as a sop, increased the 
size of the actress’ name in the 





xg MOST fF 


and Miss Steele. 


Because of the added line it 
would require, the larger type was 
refused for the newspaper ads. 
That didn’t suit Miss Foster, or at 
least Liebling. The next pressure 
came from the agent’s wife, Audrey 


Williams, the play’s author, but in 
that capacity also has an interest 
in the production, in partnership 
with the latter and Kazan. 
Gomez, though not directly in- 
volved in all this, had apparently 
been increasingly irritated at the 
complex manouvering, and hit the 


ceiling at the final incident. De- 
spite his contract, he reportedly 
threatened to become too ill to 


continue with the show. Faced with 
that, the management contacted 
Kazan, who was on location direc- 
ting a film, and with his authority, 
issued a flat turn-down for the 
equal-size feature billing for Miss 
Foster in the ads, although con- 
tinuing it in the program. 
Williams, who merely wrote the 
play, gets small-type billing below 
the title. Kazan’s name is also in 
small type, but above the title. 


AGREAY, GREAT MUSICAL” 


MBs 


Happy Fella,’ has made us all 


with every show I produce 





Cornelia Otis Skinner has 
signed to costar with Charles 
Laughton and Burgess Meredith 
in the Robert L. Joseph & Roger 


counts!” 


GRAND CENTRAL 
TERMINAL BLDG. 





TDI 
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L. Stevens revival of ‘Major Bar- 
bara.” 





Approximately 2,000 persons| 


/heavy rain within a few hundred | 


some | 


program to equal that of Gomez} 


Wood. She’s not only the agent for | 


| ROCKLAND PLAYERS IN 
| BARN AT BLAUVELT, NY 


Blauvelt, N.Y., July 31. 


The Rockland Players, offering 
their initial season at the Green- 
bush Theatre here, have begun to 
draw moderate business after a 
slow start. The Equity group, with 
|a non-gtar policy, plays a five-per- 
formance schedule, Wednesday- 
| through-Sunday nights. 


| Producer Alvin Leber leased 
,the converted barn last spring. 
|The spot has been a Rockland 
| County fixture for some years, but 
under a _ succession of manage- 
;ments and never attracting more 
|than mild local interest. With a 
lively building boom under way 
| hereabouts, however, the Rockland 
| group has a chance to become big- 
; time, provided it improves the 
| the quality of its productions and 
|performances, perhaps using at 
least occasional guest names. 


Last week’s production of “Re- 
| clining Figure” was more or less 
| competent, with capable perform- 
jances by Samuel Ellis, Nancy 
| Wilder and Nancy Neel. The show 
| was staged by A. Raymond Peck 
|(who doubled as an actor), with a 
| setting by Burt Drexler. The staff, 
| besides producer Leber, includes 
stagers Peck, Royal Huber and Roy 
Pascal (the latter also a member 
of the acting company), and Judith 
(Mrs.) Leber as business manager 
and boxoffice, Drexler as designer, 
Robert Doidge as his assistant, 
Loris Bangs for properties and 
Irene Bray publicity. 


Miss Neel, who had a supporting 
character role in “Figure,” will 
play the femme lead in “Come 
Back, Little Sheba,” opening to- 
morrow night (Wed.), and the bal- 
ance of the season will offer ‘Dear 
Charles,” “The Rainmaker,” “Bus 
Stop” and “Tender Trap,” closing 
Sept. 3. Biggest boxoffice draw 
thus far has been “Solid Gold 
Cadillac,” week before last. 

Although it has been getting pat- 
| ronage from locally-conscious resi- 
dents, the Rockland group has been 
doing little to promote wider in- 
terest. It uses routine ads in the 
Rockland Journal-News, the local 
daily, and gets rather kindly crit- 
ical coverage from that and other 
papers in the area. It has pro- 
moted little, if any, feature atten- 
tion via press or radio, however, 
and doesn’t place window cards, 





























posters or even direction signs 
jevtas the country. 

Arthur Miller 
Guums Continued from-page 57 <————. 





tivities Committee: ‘‘Arthur Miller 
was not subpenaed for the purpose 
of squealing on anybody, as he 
and his high-priced lawyers would 
have you believe. He was _ sub- 
penaed because there was informa- 
tion that he had been a Commu- 
nist, that he was associated with 
Communists in these meetings, 
and at the moment he was apply- 
ing for a_ passport to. travel 
abroad. The committee, in its ef- 
forts to write the kind of legisla- 
tion necessary with reference to 





teresting 
groups 
| nists.” 
| It was further pointed out at the 
|session of the House that if any- 


in knowing 
were that 


who 


tions of a Congressional Commit- 
tee, outside of the safeguards pro- 
vided by the Constitution, then any 
Congressional committee could be 
defied with impunity. 

Seeger, a native New Yorker, ap- 
|peared before the Un-American 
| Activities Committee in New York, 
| on Aug. 18, 1955. He described 
| himself as “a student of American 
folklore, and I make my living as 
a banjo picker.” He was ques- 
tioned about membership in 





at Communist Party rallies and 
money raising affairs. He de- 
clined to answer. At one point, 
he was asked: 

“You are not relying on the 5th 
Amendment, are you?” 

“No, sir,” he replied. “I simply 
feel it is improper for this com- 
mittee to ask such questions.” 

Tyne, in his appearance before 
the Committee, said he was a 
radio, screen, theatre and televi- 
sion actor, but refused to answer 
questions about the Communist 
Farty. He had previously been 
identified as a Communist by ac- 
tor Lee Cobb. Sullivan, who also 
refused to answer questions but 
didn’t claim the protection of the 
5th Amendment, said he had been 
on stage, radio and television, 





one could decline to answer ques- | 


the | 
Communist Party and entertaining | 








the issuance of passports, was in- | 
those | 
were Commu- | 


Co-Producer Dalrymple 7 
Sez ‘Teahouse’ Not Flop 
Qn Latin America Tour 


New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Contrary to your story, the 
Latin American tour of “La Casa 
de Te de la Luna de Agosto” (Tea- 
house of the August Moon) could 
not possibly be termed a “flop” in 
spite of its financial difficulties, 
The play was well received every- 
where except in Rio, and even 
there the audiences loved it. 

In Montevideo it was the biggest 
hit they ever had. It ran for 21 
performances to sold out houses, 
(“Porgy and Bess” gave three per- 
formances there.) In Buenos Aires 
it astonished the Portenos when 
lines two blocks long formed ear- 
ly in the morning to await the 
opening of the boxoffice. 

The success of the American 
company in Latin America cannot 
be judged by finances. “La Casa 
de Te’’ company an Equity and 
ATPAM one, paid in dollars. Tick- 
ets were paid in local currency 
which hardly would cover the 
withholding tax, social security, 
hospitalization, etc., for an Ameri- 
can company, even with sold out 
houses. < 

As for the “atrocious” Spanish 
spoken by the company, that is 
ridiculous. Romney Brent, who 
also directed the highly successful 
Mexican production, has spoken 
Spanish from birth, virtually. He 
was born in Mexico. The idea of 
the “atrocious” accent came mostly 
from the fact that as Sakini, Rosita 
Diaz Gimeno naturally used a Japa- 
nese accent, as have all Sakinis. 
Als6 Roberto Rodriguez as Sr. 
Oshira. That didn’t seem quite 
clear to a couple of critics, who 
asked why the ‘pidgin Spanish.” 
Your informant must have been 
one of those. 

Jean Dalrymple. 

(The writer was co-producer, in 
association with Jess Hartman, of 
the show referred to. Ed.) 





Rod Colbin, fencing master and 
duel choreographer for the Ameri- 
can Shakespeare’ Festival and 
Academy, Stratford, Conn., has 
taken over the role of Hubert in 
the Festival production of “King 
John.” 











ALLAN 
JONES 





‘ey 43. 
Starrin 
SILK STOCKINGS 
Shubert Theatre, Chicago 


Management 


LOU IRWIN, Hollywood, Calif. 

















FAIRFAX 
BURGHER 


Now Appearing at the 
Amphitheatre 
Louisville, Kentucky 


“ONE TOUCH OF VENUS" 
July 30 - Aug. 5 
“THE KING AND I" 
Aug. 6- Aug. 12 
AVAILABLE AUG. 14 


MU 8-6600 
103 E. 75th St., New York 21, N.Y. 








SECRETARY-GIRL FRIDAY 


to extremely busy theatrical producer 








Knowledge of public relations and 
publicity helpful. Must be completely 
skilled, 


and personality. 


have pleasant appearance 
Hard work, long 
EXCELLENT SALARY. Willing 
to travel. Please give complete back- 
ground, photo if possible. Must be 
available immediately. WRITE BOX 
VV 102, VARIETY, 154 W. 46th St, 
New York 36, N. Y. 


hours. 

















WANTED 


Top material sketches and comedy 
songs for late fall Broadway pro- 
duction of “Love Is King,” a new 
musical revue. Reply to:— 
POST OFFICE BOX 321 
NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 








——— 
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L.A. Keeps Rolling; ‘Yankees’ 63,500, 


Booth 246, Melvin Douglas $26,100 


Los Angeles, July 31. 


+ 





Town's legit offerings generally | ‘Wish’ Gets Lush $51 500 
I 4 ’ ’ 


held their pace last week to give | 
Los Angeles its third successive 
stanza of good busirs:s. A fifth 
joined the ranks last night (Mon.) 
when the al fresco Greek Theatre 
launched “Student Prince,” first of 


} 


the two operettas it is producing | 


for the season. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Damn Yankees, Philharmonic 
Aud (MC) (4th wk) ($4.95; 2.670; 
$65,000) (Bobby Clark). Up slight- 
ly to over $63,500. Closes Aug. 
18. (Figure ineludes usual tax, 
since it’s on non-profit Civie Light 
Opera Assn. season; net would be 
$56,700). 

Desk Set, Carthay Circle (C) (2d 
wk) ($4.20: 1.518; $34,800) (Shirley 
Booth). Half-week without cut- 
rate season tickets let it bounce up 
to great $34,000; previous week, 
$30,000; due to close Aug. 11 but 
may hold. ‘Figure includes tax, 
since it’s part of non-profit Artists | 
Embassy season; net would be! 
$30,600). 

Inherit the Wind, Huntington 
Hartford (D) (2d wk) ($5.20-$4.95; 
1,024; $31.000) ‘Melvyn Douglas). 
Theatre Guild subscription tix 
keeping it down to $26.100; pre- 
vious week, $21,200 for first seven 
performances, with only the mati- 


nees failing to go clean; continues 
through Sept. 1. 
Witness for the Prosecution, 


Biltmore (D) (3d wk) ($4.95; 1,636; 
$41,000). Skidded to a dour $16,- 
200; previous week, $20.500; closes 
next Saturday (4). 


‘Fancy’ Is Plain $36,000 
For K.C. Outdoor Week 





; Kansas City, July 31. 
Starlight Theatre had one of its 
more modest stanzas last week 


with “Plain and Fancy” as the sixth 
production of the al fresco season 
in Swope Park. It closed Sunday 
night (29) behind fine critics ap- 
praisals, but moderate play by the 
public. Week figured up to $36,- 
000. 

This is passable, but a woeful 
way from the previous week's $80,- 
000 with Gisele MacKenzie in “An- 
nie Get Your Gun,” indicating the 
variable range in the big theatre 
(7,600 seats). Rains which have 
plagued the early season, have let 
up, giving the company a square 
shot at biz. “Plain and Fancy” 
had Evelyn Page, Robert Smith, 
Dran Seitz, Tom Reider, David 
Daniels, Toba Sherwood, Michael 
Kermoyan and Joseph Macaulay. 

“Chocolate Soldier’ opened last 
night (Mon.) as the seventh offer- 
ing of the season with a moderate 
advance sale. Cast lists Laurel 
Hurley, Mitchell Gregg, Earle Mac- 
Veigh, Muriel O'Malley, Donald 
Clarke, Toba Sherwood and Ker- 
moyan, with ballet team of Mia 
Slavenska and Robert Morrow. 





Touring Shows 


(July 30-Aug. 12) 

Anniversary Waltz (‘Richard Eastham, 
Marjorie Lord—Aleazar, S.F. (30-4) ‘(clos- 
Ing). 

Boy Friend—Curran, S.F. (30-11). 

Damn Yankees (2d Co.) (Bobby Clark) 
-—Philharmonic Aud., L.A. (30-11). 

Desk Set (Shirley Booth)—Carthay Cir- 
ele, L.A. (30-11). 

Inherit the Wind (2€ Co.) (Melvyn 
Douglas) — Huntington Hartford, L.A. 
(30-11). 

Lark (Julie Harris)\—Opera House, Cen- 
tral City, Col. (4-1). 

Pajama Game (2c Co.) ‘Larry Douglas, 
Buster West, Betty O’Neil—National, 
Wash. (30-11). 

Silk Stockings ‘Allan Jones} —Shubert, 
Chi (30-4) (closing). 

Teahouse of the Altcust Moon 
Parks)—Geary, S.F. (30-11). 


(Larry 


Witness for the Prosecution—Biltmore, | 


L.A. (30-4); Aleazar, S.F. _@ 1D. 





SCHEDULED N. Y. OPENINGS 


(Theatres indicated if set) 
Bulid One Hand (9-26) 
Loud Red Patrick, Ambassador (10-2). 
Sixth Finger, Longacre (10-3). 
Harbor Lights, Playhouse (10-4). 
Reluctant Debutante, Miller (10-10). 
Too Late Phalarope (10-11). 
Waiting for Godét, Booth (10-14). 
Happiest Millionaire «wk. 10-15). 
Double in Hearts (10-16). 
Apple Cart, Plymouth (10-18). 
Li‘t Abner, St. James (Wk. 10-22). 
Separate Tables, Music Box (10-25). 
Old Vic, Winter Garden (10-23). 
Separate Rooms 10-25). 
Sleeping Prince, Coronet (Wk. 10-28). 
Major Barbara, Beck (10-30). 
Auntie Mame, Broadhurst (0-31). 
City Center Drama Season (11-7). 
Best House in Napies, Lyceum (11-8). 
Child of Fortune, Rovale (11-12). 
Very Special Baby, Belasco (11-14). 
Girls of Summer, Longacre (11-19), 
Candide, Beck (11-22). 
Bellis Are Ringing, Shubert (11-29). 
Happy Hunting, Majestic (12-6). 
Hote in Head (12-12). 
Visit Small Planet, Booth (-9). 
13 Daughters, Wint. Gard. (Wk. 2-18). 


OFF-BROADWAY 


Three for All, Carnegie (8-1). 
Hotel Excelsior, Provincetown (8-7). 
No Exit, Theatre East (8-14). 
Barbizon-P. 


co re neeavous in Vienna, 


- ~ Take @ Giant Step, Jan Hus (9-25). 


Best of Season, St. Loo 


St. Louis, July 31. 
First local presentation of “Wish 


You Were Here,” scaled to $3 in 
the Municipal Theatre Assn. al- 
| fresco Forest Park playhouse, 


grossed a juicy $51,500 last week. 


| That was the best take of the sea- 











| 
| 
| 
| 





son thus far. Top roles were 
played by Patricia Marand, An- 
drew Gaines, Beverly Bozeman, 


Sonny Sparks, Jack Collins and 
Kenny Ackles. 

“Kiss Me Kate,” presented in 
the open air amphitheatre in 1953, 
opened a revival last night (Mon.), 
with a cast including Robert 
Wright, Terry Saunders, Peter 
Conlow, Laurel Shelby, Jack Col- 
lins, Olive Cliff, Bertha Powell and 
Gene Verrone. 


~“John’-“Measure’ Okay At 
236 at Stratford, Conn.; 
Ontario Fest Perking 


Stratford, Conn., July 31. 

The American Shakespeare Fes- 
tival Theatre had its best stanza 
so far, with $23,200 gross for eight 
performances of “King John” and 
*‘Measure for Measure” last week. 
That was a welcome improvement 
from the $21,800 of the previous 
week. “Measure” has so outdis- 
tanced “John” that additional per- 
formances of the comedy have 
been skedded for August, with 
several showings of “John” being 
excised. 

“Taming of the Shrew,” third 
and last of the season’s produc- 
tions, opens Sunday (5) after sev- 
eral previews. Beginning the week 
of Aug. 7, Sunday night perform- 
ances will be dropped and Wed- 
nesday matinees slated instead. 








Canadian Bard Better 
Stratford, Ont., July 31. 
After four light weeks at the 
b.o., the Shakespeare Festival here 
hit 93° capacity, 14,400, in the 
fifth stanza, ending July 21. Five- 
week total neared 60,000. Scale is 


$1-$6. 

Slow build may have been due 
to the early (mid-June) opening, 
plus Festival-sponsored jazz as 


well as serious concerts and opera 
offering competition to the drama. 
Nonetheless, it may add ballet 
next season, when the plays will 
be housed in the new $984,000 
permanent theatre instead of the 
present big top. 


‘PAJAMA’ NEAT $40,700 
ON 2D WEEK IN WASH. 


Washington, July 31. 

Second week of ‘“‘Pajama Game” 
at the National Theatre climbed 
nearly $2,000 over the _ initial 
stanza, with $40,700 in the till. 

Holdover included a Sunday 
evening performance, instead of 
the less profitable Wednesday 
matinee. Including that night, the 
1,658-seat house was scaled to a 
top of $5.50. Absolute sellout 
— have been $51,000. 

Early sale on the current week 
indicates that the musical: will do 
even better this semester. 


British Shows. 


(Figures denofe opening dates) 


LONDON 
Boy Friend, Wyndham’s (12-1-59). 
Caine Mutiny, Lon. Hipp. (6-13-56), 
Chaik Garden, Haymarket (4-11-56). 
Doctor in House, Vic. Pal. (7-30-56), 
Dry Rot, Whitehall (8-31-54). 
Family Reunion, Phoenix (6-7-56). 
For Amusement Only, Apollo (6-5-56). 
Gigi, New (5-23-56). 
Hotel Paradiso, Wint. Gard. (3-2-56), 
House by Lake, York’s (5-9-56). 
Kismet, Stoll (4-20-55). 
Likely Tale, Globe (3-22-56). 
Malice Domestic, New Lind (6-20-56). 
Man Alive, Aldwych (6-14-56). 
Mousetrap, Ambassadors (11-25-52). 
Night of 4th, Westminster (6-29-56). 
Pajama Game, Coliseum (10-13-55). 
Paris by Night, Prince Wales (4-9-55), 
Plain & Fancy, Drury Lane (1-25-56). 
Piume de ma Tante, ge (11-3-55). 
Quare Fellow, Comedy (7-24-56). 
Rainmaker, St. Mart. (5-31-56). 
Reluctant Deb, Cambrid $, (3-24-55). 
Repertory, Old Vic (9-7- 
Romanoff & Juliet, Picendill ‘as 17-56). 
Sailor Beware, Strand (2-16- 
Salad Days, Vaudeville 185.54), 
South Sea Bubble, Lyric (4-25-56), 
Spider's Web. Savoy (12-14-54). 
Such Is Life, Adelphi (12-14-55). 
Teahouse Aug. Moon, Her Maj. (4-22-54) 
To My Love, Fortune (6-6-56). 

Trip to Bountiful, Arts (7-4-56). 
Waltz of Toreadors, Criterion (3-27-56). 
SCHEDULED OPENINGS 

Long Echo, St. James's (8-1-56), 

Seagull, Saville (8-2-56). 

Young & Beautiful, Arts (8-15-56). 
Closed Last Week 

Rivals, Saville (2-23-56). 

Ruth Draper, St. James’ (7-2-56). 

Someone Talk To, Duchess (7-18-56). 

















Romero Not Bad $16,700, 
‘Guys’ $16,000, Det. Tents 


Detroit, July 31, 

Biz continued to be canvas- 
backed at the area’s two tenters, 
with Cesar Romero drawing only 
$16,706 last week in “Strictly Dis- 
honorable” at the Northland Play- 
house and “Guys and Dolls” 
ing $16,000 at Melody Circus. 

Northland’s nut is $12,000, with 
a potential capacity of $25,678 at 
a $3.60 top, less 25° discounts to 


Kroger Supermarket customers. 
Melody’s breakeven is $12,000, 
with a potential capacity of $41,982 | 
ata $4 top, less discounts. Melody 
seats 1,500; Northland, 1,400. 
Current offerings are “Gigi,” 
starring Margaret O’Brien, at! 


Northland Playhouse, and a second | Clear, 


week of and Dolls” at 


Melody. 


“Guys 





‘Boy Fast 486,S.F.; 


Teahouse $25,000 


San Francisco, July 31. 


Business is fantastically good 
here, with all three houses show- 
ing fat grosses last week. 

“Boy Friend” improved in its 
second frame at the Curran, “Tea- 
house of the August Moon” at the 
Geary looked very healthy despite 
fact that this is show's second ex- 
posure here, and 37th round of 
“Anniversary Waltz” at the Alca- 


zar rang up nightly takes un- 
equalled since last January. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Boy Friend, Curran (2d wk) 
($5.40; 1,752; $52,000). 


$48, 000; previous week, $47,000. 
Teahouse of the August 
Geary (lst wk) ($4.40; 1,550; $37,- 
000) (Larry Parks). Nearly $25,000 
for the starting frame. 
Anniversary Waltz, Alcazar (37th | 
wk) ($3.85; 1,147; $27,341) (Rich- | 
ard Eastham, Marjorie Lord). Nice | 
$13,800; previous week, $13,200. 





Roosevelt, Miami Beach, 
Folds Stock Operation; 
Every Show Lost Money 


Miami Beach, July 31. 

Sam Hirsch has tossed in the 
towel on his initial stock season at 
the Roosevelt Theatre here. The 
operation folded last Saturday (28) 
after taking a financial beating on 
all shows offered. Hirsch _at- 
tributed the closing principally to 
the high cost of name talent on top 
of a 60/40 rental deal with the 
owners of the theatre. 


The Roosevelt was scaled to a 
weekly capacity gross of $22,000, 
but never came near that figure. 
One of the top takes was registered 
by “Will Success Spoil Rock 
Hunter,” which grossed $7,400 in 
the first week of a three-frame 
stand, then dropped sharply. Dag- 
mar and Lionel Stander had the 
lead roles in the comedy. 

Other productions offered at the 
spot included “Dial M for Mur- 
der,” with Vincent Price and 
Louise Albritton; “Tender Trap,” 
with Sloane Simpson, Dick Shawn, 
Johnny Desmond and Nancy Berg, 
and the windup entry, “Cham- 
pagne Complex,” with Bramwell 
Fletcher as a last-minute subsfitu- 
tion for Frank Albertson. The lat- 
ter left the show during rehearsals, 
after his daughter was killed in: an 
auto accident in Connecticut. 

A tryout of Edward Chodorov’s 
new comedy,. “The Spa,” with 
Gloria Vanderbilt starred, had 
been skedded for the house, but 
was cancelled, as was ‘“‘What’s the 
Rush,” package revue starring 
Robert Q. Lewis. Hirsch is now 
scouting another outlet for a win- 
ter operation, but feels that com- 
petition from the Coconut Grove 


Playhouse is going to be tough to} 


beat. That spot, which opened last 
winter, is operated by oil million- 
aire George Engle, who’s been 
booking top stars. 








Cancelled—by TKO 


“Matilda,” a new play by 
Irene Gawne, will not be tried 
out at the Stockbridge (Mass.) 
Playhouse, next week as orig- 
inally scheduled. 

Miss Gawne, a sister of New 
York talent agent Sara En- 
right, adapted the play from 
a novel, but reportedly failed 
to clear the project with the 
original author. 


gross- | 


Almost | after nearly a month with 








Hildegarde’s Can-Can 
| In $43,800 Week, Dallas 


Dallas, July 31. 
“Can-Can,” starring Hildegarde 
in her first legit role, tallied a 


nifty $43,800 for the first seven per- | « 


| formances through last Sunday (29) 
matinee at State Fair Musicals. 
hot weather greeted the 
‘opening week of the Cole Porter 
revival. 


here from past nitery dates, 
slight dialog mishaps at the July 
23 opening, but scored heavily with 
her piping. 

Charles R. Meeker Jr., Musicals’ 
Managing director, produced 
current show, fourth of the 
week season, 
vesterday ‘(Mon.) for “Great Waltz,” 
Aug. 6-19. Liberace and brother | 
George Liberace make their legit | 


12- 


| musical. 


‘Silk’ $23,300 (3), 





Chicago, July 31. 
Loop legit, revived with the ar- 
rival of “Silk Stockings” last week 
no 
relapses this Sat- 





;shows in town, 


Moon, | urday (4) with the musical’s quick 


| folderoo. 

Fall slate is beginning to shape 
iup, however, leading off with “Bus 
| Stop,” Aug. 13, Harris; “No Time 
|for Sergeants,” Sept. 13, Erlanger; 
\“‘Witness for the Prosecution,” 
Sept. 24, Selwyn, and “Boy 
Friend,” Oct. 1, Blackstone, and 
“Damn Yankees,” Nov. 6. Shubert. 

Estimate for Last Week 
Silk Stockings, Shubert (1st wk) 





($5.95; 2,100; $61,000) (Allan 
Jones). Over $23,300 for first five | 
performances; opened last Wed- 
nesday (25) to negative notices 


from the four local critics (Har- 
ris, News; Kogan, Sun-Times; 
Dettmer, American, Raven, Trib- 
une); tuner folds here this week, 
ending the tour. 


‘Can-Can’ in Clear, 30G, 


Despite Rain in L’ville 


Louisville, July 31. 

“Can-Can,” fourth production of 
the season’s musicals in Iroquois 
Amphitheatre, racked up a good 
$30,000 last week, under hopes, 
but still satisfactory, everything 
considered. Heavy rain Saturday 
(28), ending before curtain time, 
didn’t prevent show from going on, 
but hurt attendance. 

Musica! cast 
mitri and John Tyers in leads, 
with Erik Rhodes, Leonard Elliot 
and Marcella Dodge in support. 


Stock Tryouts 


(July 30-Aug. 12) 











All On a Summer’s Day, by Robert Saf- 
fron—Spa Summer Theatre, Saratoga, 
N.Y. (30-4). 

Beasop’s Fables (Beatrice Lillie) revue 
—Lakes Region Playhouse, Laconta-Gil- 
ford, N.H. (30-4); Westport (Conn.) Coun- 
try Plavhouse 6-11) (Reviewed in VARI- 
ETY, July 4, °56). 

Dead On Nine (Barbara Britton), by 
Jack Poppelwell——Cape Playhouse, Dennis, 
Mass. (6-11) (London en reviewed 
in VARIETY, Aug. 31, 

Doctor in Spite of fieneolt, new ver- 
sion by James Lipton—Westport, (Conn.) 
Country Playhouse (30-4). 

First Night, by A. P. Mollison—Sea 
Cliff, LI. Summer Theatre (30-4) 

Golden Egg ‘Donald Cook), adapted by 
Gioia ‘Mrs. Donald) Cook from Philip 
King’s British play, “On Mondsy Next’’— 
Ogunquit (Me) Playhouse (6-11). 

House Remembered, ty Louis A. Lippa 
—Hedgerow Theatre, Moylan, Pa. (11). 

Question ‘Aline MacMahon, Clarence 
Derwent), by Dana Burnet—Stanford 
(Cal.) U. (9-11). 

Scapin the Rascal, 
of the Moliere comedy—Monmouth Fes- 
tival Theatre Co., Tinton Falls, N.J. (1-12). 

Spa, ‘(Gloria Vanderbilt, Turhan Bey, 
Violet Heming), adapted by Edward 
Chodorov from Ferenc Molnar’s ‘“‘Olym- 
ia”— Camden Hills (Me.) Theatre (30-4); 

yde Park (N.Y.) Playhouse (6-11). 

‘Sticks and Stones (Hermione Gingold), 
revue—Bucks County (Pa.) Playnouse 
(30-11) (Reviewed in VARIETY, July 18, 


). 

Sudden Spring (Celeste Holm), Elihu 
Winer’s adaptation of a play by Halstead 
Welles — Pocono Playhouse, Mountain- 
home, Pa. (30-4); Falmouth Playhouse, 
Coonamesset, Mass. (6-11). 

Up From Everest, by George Hitch- 
cock—Williamstown (Mass.) Summer The- 
atre (31-4). 

Welcome Darlings (Tallulah Bankhead), 
revue—Lake Whalom Playhouse, Fitch- 
burg, Mass. (30-4); Sacandaga Park Thea- 
tre, Sacandaga, a ie - 11) (Reviewed in 
VARIETY, July 25, ” 

What's the Rush ashen Q. Lewis). 
revue—Fayetteville (N.Y.) Country Play- 
house (30-4): Spa Summer Theatre, Sara- 
toga, N.Y. (6-11) (Reviewed in VARIETY 








July 18, °56). 


B way still Sinking: 
Diary 22146, ‘Rock 1246, ‘Rain’ $146, 
‘Wonderful’ $42,100, ‘Faces’ $2? 400 


¢ Broadway 


The Milwaukee chanteuse, known | 
had | 


the | 


Rehearsals started | 


debuts here in the Johann Strauss | 


To Fold in Chi 


included Rita Di- | 


English translation | 


‘Yanks’ 43146, 


continued in the dol- 


drums last week. Business, wihiteh 
dropped substantially for practi- 
cally all shows, was particularly 


sour for the Saturday n 
brokers reportedly geiting stuck 
|} With tickets for the only two 
acity-grossers, ‘My Fair Lad) 
No Time for Sergeants.” 
“Most Happy Fella” 
capacity 
scare at 
night, 
funds. 
| Estimates for Last 

| Keys: C (Comedy), D 
» 
} 


and 


fell out of the 
lineup because of a bomb 
the theatre Vriday :28) 
resulting in a rash of re- 


Week 
(‘Drama 2 


CD ‘Co? nedy-Drama, R ‘Revue), 
MC (Musical-Comedy), iD (Alusi- 


| cal-Drama), O (Oper OP ‘Op 
ere ta). 

| Other parenthetic designations 
| refer, respectively, to weeks plaved, 
jnumber of performances through 
|last Saturday, top prices, nuncber 
of seats, capacity gross and stars. 
| Price includes 10° Federal and 
5° City tar, but grosses are jet; 


i.e., exclusive of tax 

Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, 
(D) (71st wk; 564; $6.90; 
000) ‘Thomas Gomez \larjorie 
Steele). Previous week. $21.500; 
last week, over $19,300: Alex Nicol 
has been upped to co-star billing. 


\iorosco 
946: $31.- 


Damn Yankees, 46th St MIC) 
(65th wk; 516; $8.05; 1.287: $50,- 
573) ‘(Gwen Verdon). Previous 
week, $47,700; last week, almost 
$43,500. 

Diary of Anne Fran?, Cort ‘D) 


(43d wk; 341; $5.75; 1.036; $28,854) 


(Joseph Schitdkraut). Previous 
week, $25,200; last week. almost 
$22,500. Co-star Susan Strasberg 


is on vacation through Sept. 1, 
with her understudy, Dina Doron, 
pinchhitting. 





Fallen Angels, Playhouse ‘C) 
(28th wk: 20; $5.75-$4.60: 994: 
S37, 251) (Nancy Walker, Vlargaret 


| Phillips). Mary McCarty su ceeded 
|Miss Walker last Monday '30) 
| Previous week, $13,500 on twoters; 
|last week, nearly $13.200 on two- 
fers. 
Fanny, (MD) (91st 
1724; $7.50; 1.625; $62.968) ‘Law- 
rence  Tibbett, Billy Gilbert). 
| Previous week, $29,800 on iwoflers; 
last week, almost $27,700 on two- 


Majestic wk; 


fers. 
Hatful of Rain, Lyceum (D) 
(38th w: 301; 5.75-$4.60; 995; 


$23.33. ‘Vivian Blaine). Previous 


week, $9,800; last week, under 
| $8,500; closes Sept. 29, to tour 
Matchmaker, Royale (C) ‘34th 
wk; 272; $5.75; 1,050; $31,000) 
(Ruth Gordon, Eileen Herlie, Lor- 
| ing Smith). Previous week, $13,- 


100; last week, over $12,700. 

Mr. Wonderful, Broadway (MC) 
(19th wk; 148; $7.50-$6.90: 1,900; 
$71,000). Previous week, $45.500; 
last week, almost $42,100. 

Most Happy Fella, Imperial (MD) 
} (13th wk; 100; $7.50; 1,427; $57,- 
875). Previous week, $58,400; last 
week, nearly $56,400; management 
had to refund $2,000 last Friday 
(27) night because of a false report 
of a bomb in the theatre, causing 
|a near-hour’s delay in the start of 





ithe show. 
| My Fair Lady, Hellinger (MC) 
(20th wk; 156; $7.50; 1,551; $64,- 


| 240) (Rex Harrison, Julie Andrews). 
| Previous week, almost $65,200; last 
| week, same. 

New Faces of 1956, Barrymore 
(R) (7th wk; 52; $7.50-$6.90;. 999; 
$38,577). Previous week, $27,500; 
last week, nearly $22,400. 


| No Time for Sergeants, Alvin 
(C) (41st wk; 324; $5.75-$4.60; 
1.331; $38,500). Previous week, 


last week, over $38,600. 
Pajama Game, St. James (MC) 
1(116th wk; 924; $6.90; 1,615; $52,- 
118) ‘John Raitt, Eddie Foy, Jr., 
Julie Wilson). Previous week, $30,- 
500; last week, over $27,700. 

Will Success Spoil Rock Hunter, 
Shubert (C) (42d wk; 332; $5.75; 
11,453; $41.668). (Jayne Mansfield 
| Walter Matthau, Martin Gabel), 
Previous week, $14,800; last week, 
nearly $12,500. 

OFF-BROADWAY 

Call of Duty, Provincetown 
19-56); closes next Sunday (5). 

Iceman Cometh, Circle in Square 
(5-8-56). 

Men of Destiny, Downtown (5- 
21-56). 

Threepenny Opera, de Lys (9- 
20-55). 

Uncle Vanya, 4th St. (1-31-56). 

World’s My Oyster, Actors Play- 
house (7-31-56). 


$39,000; 





(6§- 





Louis A. Lotito, president of City 
Playhouses, Inc., and general man- 
ager of the Martin Beck Theatre, 
N.Y.> will plane to London in mid- 
August to catch the new shows, 
then perhaps make a quick sight- 
| seeing visit to Rome. 
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TV Books 

Tad Mosel’s “Other People’s 
Houses” and five other plays are 
being published under that title by 
Simon & Schuster this fall. Paddy 
Chayefsky’s “Television Plays” did 
so well that S&S is reissuing them 
in a $1.50 paperback edition. 

In a lighter vein, Shepherd 
Mead’s “How to Get Rich in TV 
Without Really Trying” is also an 
early fall item from S&S. 





Walter White's Biog 

Poppy Cannon, who is a Cau- 
easian, widow of Walter White, 
longtime exec sec of the National 
Assn. for the Advancement of 
Colored People, who though blue- 
eyed, fair-haired and of decidedly 
white pigmentation chose to iden- 
tify himself with the Negro cause, 
has done a book on her late hus- 
band. Miss Cannon is a cookery 
and style authority in her own 
right, with national radio and tv 
background and a number of books 
to her credit. Rinehart is publish- 
ing this fall. / 

Negro poet Langston Hughes’ 
memoirs, “I Wonder As I Wander,’ 
is also a Rinehart item for Novem- 
ber. 





Bromfield’s Farm 
Friends of the late Louis Brom- 
field hope to buy the writer’s famed 
Malabar Farm, neat Mansfield, O., 
tu serve as an agricultural research 
and demonstration centre. 





More On Flying Saucers 

Gray Barker, who books most of 
the pix showing in West Virginia, 
should be a sucker for the present 
crop of saucerian sagas. In tact in 
time he may even have a chance to 
book one ot his own. He has written 
a lively one called, “They Knew 
Too Much About Flying Saucers” 
(University Books, $3.50). 

He tells about what happened to 
certain investigators who presum- 
ably knew where the disks came 
from and reports in detail about 
one Charles K. Bender of Bridge- 
port who ran a research bureau 
until ordered by three men to con- 
cern himself with other things than 
flying saucers from now on. They 
confiscated all copies of Space 
Review. He wouldn't say they were 
Government agents but since they 
made him pledge on his honor as 
an American citizen to say no more 
the inference was they were from 
Washington. 

This one seemed to follow a 
pattern, according to Barker, who 
tells the story in a straightforward 
documentary manner. Major 
Keyhoe, most prolific writer on the 
subject, has maintained that the 
Pentagonians are split down the 
middle between the silence group 
and those who want to tell all. 
Bender may have run into some of 
the silence group. Before he be- 
gan W. Va’s ace booker, Barker 
was a projectionist and later a the- 
atre manager. He once headed the 
English department of a Maryland 
school district. Scul. 





Van Druten’s Novel 

“The. Vicarious Years” by John 
van Druten (Scribners; $3), 
novel of growing awareness to an 
independent life. Hero is a young 
Englishman with literary aspira- 
tions, who depends emotionally on 
the approval of a shoddy set of 
minor intellectuals. When 
longer requires the stimulus of 
these people, his own life, in real- 
ity, begins. It has been hinted that 
there are autobiographical refer- 
ences in the book. 

If true, the van Druten who em- 
bellishes the contemporary theatse 
is not easily explained in terms of 
the colorless background he estab- 
lishes for his central character in 
*“Vaearious Years.” Down. 





Padula’s Post 
Charles F. Padula, veteran court 
reporter and political writer for 
the Albany Times-Union, has been 
appointed confidential assistant to 
the Appellate Division in the capi- 


tal city, at an annual salary of 
$8,800. In his new post, to be 
assumed Wednesday (1), Padula 


will handle press 
other assignments. 
created job 
Padula started with the Times- 
Union as a copy boy 28 years ago. 


relations and 


He has been covering courts for a | 


quarter of a century and politics 
for 15. years. Padula has been 
public information officer for Al- 
bany County since 1948. 





USSR's ‘Squareroo’ 

The names of Vsevolod E. Mey- 
erhold. one of the Soviet Union's 
most distinguished actors and pro- 
ducers, and Isaac Babel, Soviet 
writer of Jewish origin, both 
purged during Stalin’s regime, are 
being posthumously rehabilitated, 
according to Soviet literary pub- 
lications. 


Meyerhold, innovator of new 


‘| well-known Yiddish 


theatrical techniques in the late 
1920s, first produced “‘Klop” (Bed- 
bug), the play satirizing Soviet of- 
ficialdom, now enjoying a great 
success on the Soviet stage. The 
newspaper Sovetskaya Kultura an- 
nounced that a commission had 
been formed to conSider the “‘liter- 
ary’ legacy” of Meyerhold. He had 
been purged in the '30s afier es- 
tablishing a reputation as one of 
the leading actors of the Moscow 
Art Theatre and as an innovator 
of the modernistic and futuristic 
school of Soviet drama. 


Commission members reassess- 
ing the late theatrical producers 
legacy will include his daughter 
and Ilya Ehrenburg, the writer. 


Regarding Babel, the Soviet lit- 
erary newspaper’ Literaturnaya 
Gazeta confirmed reports of his 
death and established 1938 as the 
year of his passing. Babel, whose 
most famous work is “Red Cav- 
alry,” is believed to have perished 
in one of the big Soviet purges of 
the period. A committee has been 
appointed to study Babel’s literary 
legacy and a collection of Babel’s 
works is about to be issued. 

The Soviet publication also con- 
firmed the deaths of two other 
writers and 


poets, Itsik Feffer and Perets 
Markish, both believed purged 
during the 1948-49 anti-Semitic 


drive. The posthumous rehabilita- 
tion of Markish’s name also is un- 
derway, according to Soviet dis- 
patches, which indicate the wide 
sweep of the anti-Semitic literary 
purge during Stalin’s regime. 





Latest On Boston Post 


Latest development in the Bos- 
ton Post situation came Saturday 
(28) when atty. John S. Bottomly, 
who headed a group which sought 
to buy the paper after it failed to 
publish for one day on July 7, quit 
all negotiations. 

The attorney charged that John 
Fox, publisher of the Post and the 
Post Publishing Co. “have broken 





is a| 


he no | 


It is a recently 


itheir option agreement with me 
and under the circumstances I have 
no alternative but to cease all 
negotiations.” 

The Post published Saturday 
morning, but only after the repre- 
sentatives of unions in the plant 
held a long conierence with Fox. 
It was reported that they demanded 
back pay and other benefits owed 
them and gave Fox a deadline to 
meet them. 

It was reported that the unions 
have given Fox until Wednesday 
(1) to meet back pay demands. Fox, 
reportedly, said that he would have 
an additional $4,000,000 by 
Wednesday. 





Rev. Mal Boyd’s Book 

| tev. Malcolm Boyd, the former 
|radio-tvy program packager who 
| worked with Mary Pickford and 
Buddy Rogers, will have his tome, 
“Crisis in Communication: A Chris- 
tain Examination of the Mass 
| Media,” published by Doubleday 
|early next year. 

| Final draft on the book was done 
iby Boyd as he studied at Union 





| Theological Seminary in N.Y. last | 


| year, 





‘The Japanese Film’ 
Charles E. Tuttle Co., publisher 
operating out of Rutland, Vt., and 
| Tokyo, plans an illustrated “The 
| Japanese Film” for this winter. 
| Text covers all phases of the local 
industry from historical survey to 
| business angles. Authors are 
iseph L. Anderson 
|Richie, two Americans 
‘the Japanese film world. 
} 


Neb. Kidding Itself 
| U. of Nebraska Press, in 
| piling a book re the home 
is devoting a full chapter in 
tome to jokes and wisecracks, since 
they helped formulate many of the 
public’s attitudes about Nebraska 
Publisher is currently 


com- 


according to a spokesman, since 
the electronic media “reach the 
widest audience.” 





| Ray Josephs’ S.A. Trip 

| Ray Josephs, with a trio of books 
and a host of mag articles under 
‘his belt re South America, 
returned to Brazil (last time was 
1948) to get a drst-hand glimpse 
into fast-changing conditions there 
for some more written coverage. 





Francoise Sagan’s Encore 
Francoise Sagan, the 20-year-old 
|Fremch authoress whose “Bonjour 
|_Tristesse” was a 1955 No. 1 best- 
_ Seller for 12 weeks (38 weeks in 
}all on the national bestseller lists), 
| has broken a 30-year record in the 
ine history of E. P. Dutton & 

0. 

' Her current “A Certain Smile” 








JO- | 
and Donald} 
active in|} 


State, | 
the | 


seeking | 
radio-tv gag-files to cull material, | 


has | 


paces like two bestsellers in a row 
of unprecedental proportions at 
this old house because the first 
print order of 50,000 was exhaust- 
ed in four weeks, resulting in re- 
peat order of the same. Which 
means that the book, which is of- 
ficially published on Aug. 16, will 
have 100,000 copies in print. Film 
rights were bought by 20th-Fox 
ifrom the galleys. Otto Preminger 
lhas “Tristesse,” which will be a 
!Columbia release. 








P-H’s 3% Stock Divy 
Prentice-Hall has declared a 
stock dividend of 3° on outstand- 
ing common stock, payable Sept. 
28. Percentage will be paid in ad- 
ditional common stock to holders 
of record as of Aug. 31, 1956. 





CHATTER 

Grove Press publishing ‘The 
Antic Muse: American Writers in 
Parody,” edited by Robert P. Falk. 

Irma Benoit named art editer of 
Fashion, new Ziff-Davis quarterly 
which bows in the fall; formerly 
with Woman's Day. 


Tay and Lowell Thomas Jr. (Mr. 
and Mrs.) have authored “Our 
Flight To Adventure” for Double- 
day, due in November. 


“Spiked Heel’ (Holt) author 
Richard Marsten is said to be the 
nom-de-plume of Evan Hunter 
(“The Blackboard Jungle’’). 


William M. Pollock, son of the 
late songwriter Lew Pollock, has 
joined Ziff-Davis as the Coast ad 
rep for Sports Car Illustrated. 


Stan Swinton’s AP dispatch from 
Rome on Egypt’s President Gamal 
Abdel Nasser’s nationalization 
move was captioned Nasser’s Suez- 
cide. 


Fortune mag’s profiles on cap- 
tains of industry have been assem- 
bled into a Doubleday anthology 
under the title, “The Executive 
Life.” 


Pressagent Spencer Hare bowed 
as a mag writer with an article in 
current issue of American Sales- 
man on how to remember names 
and faces. 

Alex Austin, quondam drummer 
and an editor for Lion Books, has 
authored a satire on the silent 
screen, “‘The Greatest Lover In 
The World,” for Rinehart. 

Dean Jennings, Satevepost fea- 
ture writer, has a six-part article 
on Victor Borge starting in Octo- 
ber. He’s staying at Borge’s Con- 
necticut farm while penning the 
biography. 

Satevepost special feature writer 
Pete Martin wants to know “Will 
Acting Spoil Marilyn Monroe?” in 
his upcoming Doubleday book 
which, “for those who can’t read, 
there are always pictures.” 

Caskie Stinnett, asst. p.r.o. for 
Curtis Publishing, has authored a 
satire on commuting, “Will Not 
Run February 22d,” which Rine- 
hart will publish in November. 

Radio-ty vet Erik Barnouw, new 
associate Professor of Dramatic 
Arts at Columbia U., has written 
a comprehensive book on ‘Mass 
Communication, Radio, Film, 
Press,” for October publication by 
Rinehart, 

Robert Lewis Taylor’s New 
Yorker profiles have been put to- 
gether into book form for Double- 
day this fall under the title of 
“Center Ring: The People of the 
Circus,” including closeups’ on 
John Ringling North and 
Leitzel. 

Tex Maule, Dallas Morning News 
|sports staffer, joins Sports Illus- 
| trated next week as senior football 
writer. Past stints included flack- 
ing chores for the Los Angeles 
Rams and the ex-Dallas Texans— 
now the Baltimore Colts — pro 
| pigskin teams. - 

David Patten, 
ithe Providence 





Journal-Bulletin, 


1953, 
for 


his first 
publication 


has authored 
Rinehart 


of S’cunnet Childhood.” 
personal memoir. 
Rinehart & Co. “poured” on 
Monday (30) at a literati cocktailery 
for Margaret Case Harriman at the 
Algonquin, long her father’s (the 
late Frank Case) hostelry, in 
connection with her new _ book, 
“Blessed Are The Debonair.” It’s 
more about the Algonq’s “round- 
table” and assorted characters. Ben 


Bodne has since taken over the 
Algonquin, 
On the heels of the Variety 


exclusive about Ed Aswell, former 
v.p. and editor-in-chief of McGraw- 
Hill joining Doubleday, Douglas 
M. Black, president of the latter, 
issued a formal announcement stat- 
ing, “Edward C. Aswell has joined 
the Editorial staff of Doubleday & 
Co., Inc. Kenneth McCormick con- 
tinues as editor-in-chief and Le- 
Baron (Lee) Barker and Walter 
Bradbury as executive editor and 
managing editor respectively.” 





Lillian | 





for 35 years on| 


retiring as its managing editor in| 
book | 
titled | 
“Three Sides to the Sea: Memories | 
It’s a| 


| grows, even redwood trees, eventually decays and dies. 


| losses equalled half the national debt. 








SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 





+ By Frank Scully 





Hollywood, July 31. 
One of the convictions of modern print is that you can hold to almost 


‘any ideas and write for the reactlonary press but if you write for a 


leftist publication you must surely share their ideology. This convic- 
tion is less true in England than in America but, generally Speaking, 
it’s accepted on both sides of the ferrous drape. 

We have had writers in the past who could turn out detective stories, 
upholding law and order one day and anarchistic essays on art the next, 


but such schizophrenics have no piace to go these days. Claud Cock- 
burn (pronounced Coburn in the cockeyed way Britons fight phonetic 
spelling) may be the last of these non-conformists. 


He has tossed off an autobiographical item called “A Discord of 
Trumpets,” which Simon & Schuster has published on this side for 
$4.10 including tax, or $3.95, excluding tax, and who can? 


Rarely has a newspap2rman come to his craft in more devious ways. 
Cockburn’s greatest achievement I suspect was becoming a foreign 
correspondent for the London Times without first being indoctrinated 
in the paper’s partyline in Printing House Square. His next big suc- 
cess was in getting in circulation a mimeographed periodical called 
The Week, which was full of what England considers libel. The Week 
was judgment-proot because it had no assets to attach. He himself 
brags that it was “the nastiest-looking bit of work ever dropped on 
a breakfast table.” It had none of the typographically clean qualities 
of Kiplinger’s mimeographed reports from Washington on finance or 
Pearson's on politics, but it was loaded with the inside stuff big wheels 
talk around a luncheon table but never include in state papers. 

Seven Subs, All Paid For 


It was the first publication to describe Lady Astor's fascist minded 
friends as “The Clivedon Set” and to tell what they said and thought. 
It got hold of the sucker list of Foreign Affairs, mailed out thousands 
of copies and roped in seven subscribers. From there it began to 
build, for obviously it couldn't go lower without going out of biz. 


In two years diplomats, bankers, senators, kings and Indian mahara- 
jahs read it before they read their bank balances. Joe McCarthy 
listed its editor as one of the 269 most dangerous Reds unjailed. That 
was the week a Czech Communist confessed he had been recruited to 
the cause of anti-Communism by this same Cockburn and was promptly 
hanged for his dereliction. 


Correspondents around London, Paris, Berlin, Vienna, Budapest 
and New York knew Cockburn as an odd screwball who could cer- 
tainly write believable pieces for his London Times in “the little 
moment,” in French Ambassador Paul Claudel’s phrase, “which re- 
mains between the crisis and the catastrophe.” 


Between issues of The Week, Cockburn wrote features for The (Lon- 
don) Daily Worker, a Communist rag, all of whose views he certainly 
didn’t share. But the anarchists of Spain came within seconds of 
shooting him when he presented the credentials of the Worker te 
their leader during the civil war there. The anarchists seemed to hate 
Communists as much as McCarthy and Capone claimed they did. The 
anarchists were sure Cockburn was Franco spy and was heading 
to join the counter-revolutionaries when they caught him wandering 
beyond their front lines. He saved his life by outshooting them as 
proof that he was a stronger enemy of France than they were. 

Cockie Rides Again 


Claud was the first member of the Cockburn family to visit Washing- 
ton since Admiral Sir George Cockburn burned the White House in 
1814. The correspondent saw history almost repeat itself when on his 
first night in Washington the dome of the Capitol burst into flames 
from a house painter’s dropped cigar. His experiences in New York 
during the crash of 1929, however, struck me as more interesting. 

I was in London for Varrety at that time and all that went on during 
Prohibiition and the bull market were incredible hearsay to me. It 
took this gangling to bring it home in clearer focus than anyone else 
has been able to do—barring of course Variety's explanation that it 
was an egg Wall Street had laid. 


Cockburn as a plaid-colored fish out of water from the start. Though 
of Scotch descent, he actually was born in Peking where his father 
was in the British diplomatic service. But of course he was shipped 
home to Oxford when it came time for him to be educated like a 
gentleman. 

His wanderjahre through Central Europe after he came down from 
Oxford was hardly above the economic status of an American road 
kid of the Dempsey-Tully era. But he managed to latch on to the 
fringe of the London. Times Berlin bureau and from there climbed 
to eminence in their far-flung news chain. He baffled the paper's 
brass when they wanted him to succeed Wilmott Lewis as chief of 
the Washington bureau and he quit the paper instead. 

London Times Left But Not Extreme Left! 

Messrs. Dawson, and Deakin, high priests of Printing House Square, 
tried to talk him out of quitting. “I have always regarded the Times,” 
Dawson assured him, as something of an organ of the left. Though 
never, I hope, of the extreme left. 

This shows you what people think of themselves. Around London 
we thought of the Times as right of Neville Chamberlain. 

Wilmott Lewis must-have been a doll of a boss. He had been an 
actor, down and nearly out. Once in Eastbourne he sat up all night 
writing new material for the stranded troupe. The only thing he 
retained in Washington from those sad days were the gestures of an 
actor, 

He once asked President Hoover, “As you gaze into the future, as 
you peer down the gray vista of the years, do you not apprehend, sir, 
that the problems of the United States are not only problems of growth 
but” his voice sank to a whisper—‘of decay?” 

Hoover didn’t think so and later in a speech said the country’s prob- 
lems were those of growth only, not decay. Of course everything that 
But Hoover 
Was an engineer, not a philosopher. 

Within a year he was to see the stock market skid until investors 
Yet that September and October 
weren't all bad. Felischmann was still selling 2c cakes of yeast and 
doing so well at it they were hiring Rudy Vallee at 15,000 a week to 
croon to time-servers, his being theirs. At least so he said. 

But Cockburn was aware of what a dent the boom-or-bust would 
make on the face of the world. In time it produced millions of layoffs 
in all countries, 14,000,000 in this country alone. 


Cockburn’s cloak and dagger version of how he nearly got the ex- 
clusive of Edward VIII's fight with Prime Minister Baldwin for his 
mimeographed Week is a fascinating example of how reader-belief is 
sometimes vastly more important than circulation figures. It ended, 
however, with a messenger on a motorcycle tearing across town from 
the King’s palace to the garret office of The Week at one o’clock in 
the morning with a one line unsigned letter. It read: “The situation 
has developed too fast.” Baldwin won, and the King abdicated to join 
his Wally Simpson in France. 


People may think Cockburn died years ago. Actually he returned 


to Ireland, took the name of James Helvick and is writing novels now. 
I guess his long legs went back on him after all. 
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Inside Stuff—Concerts 


London Daily Telegraph reports that Zinka Milanov, of the Metropol- 
itan Opera, deliberately flaunted theatrical precedent (or superstition) 
by appearing onstage at Covent Garden carrying a bouquet of real 


” 


flowers in the role of ‘Tosca. 


Subsequently it was argued that beyond 


superstition there’s a commonsense reason for it: fallen leaves or 
petals are a potential danger to chorus and dancers. 











Enolish-Guided 
Dutch Ballet 


Amsterdam, July 31. 

In the month of July when art- 
ists of the Netherlands Opera and 
the Netherlands Comedie are hay- 
ing their (paid) holidays, it is pos- 
sible for other theatrical groups 
to lease the Amsterdam Municipal 
Theatre. Thus the Ballet Der Lage 
Landen (Ballet Of The Low Coun- 


tries) could give five performances | 


(July 17-21) for prestige. 

Working with only small subsids 
and touring the provinces, this bal- 
jet group has been improving its 
level during the last three years 
under guidance of and in training 
by English dancers Angela Bailey 
and Jack Carter. Its repertory 
consists of some 25 ballets, of vary- 
ing styles, including ‘“Coppelia,” 
alternatively danced by Norman 
McDowell and Ren De Rochemont. 

Carter, who is first choregrapher 
of group, has conceived an impos- 
ing “Witch Boy,” violently danced 
by Norman McDowell. New item 
in repertory is ‘“Caleidoscope” 
(preemed July 17) by Walter Gore 


who made a new version of his 
ballet, It is a light divertissement 
along rather architectonic lines, a 


colorful spectacle and spectre, that 
danced with style and perfec- 
tion. 


DISPEKER LINES UP 





EUROPEAN DATES 


During her 
oundrobin of 


seven-week 
Italian and Ger- 


recent 
the 


an opera houses, N. Y. manager 
Thea Dispeker signed a bevy of 
American singers. They include 
Claire Watson at the Frankfurt 


Opera, Donald Grebe with Krefeld 
Opera in Rhineland, Florence Ro- 
chelle at Kaiserslautern, Germany. 
Doris Young goes to the Swiss 
(Zurich Opera). 

Vieanwhile other Dispeker clients 
include Franca Duval 
film on “Tosca” in Rome and Heidi 
Kroll readying as Elsa and Desda- 

ona at the Berlin Opera in Sept. 
and Norman Scott, the Met basso, 
who'll do Mephisto come fall at 

enna’s Volksopera. 





High Schoolers at Philly 


Ormandy Rehearsals 


Philadelphia, July 31. 
The Philadelphia Orchestra will 
permit thousands of Philadelphia 
high school children to attend or- 
chestra rehearsals this season to 
€ 
& 


courage the appreciation of mu- | 


ic and aid.talented students in 
making progress with careers. 
Four open rehearsals are planned 
for this season with about 
Students attending each. Letters 
ave been sent to heads of public, 
Parochial and private high schools 
iting them to participate in the 
program. in 
Ormandy will play host at the 
ir sessions and explain inner 
Workings of orchestra to students. 


1 


Nutmeg Dance Festival 


New London, July 31. 

Connecticut College School of 
the Dance, which has been punctu- 
ailing its annual summer semester 
With lectures by such terps names 
aS Martha Graham, Edwin Denby, 
Jose Limon, Doris Humphrey, 
Francis Fergusson, Anna Sokolow, 
Alwin Nikolais, Delia Hussey, will 
top off the term with its Ninth 
American Dance Festival. 

This year’s schedule, running 
Aug. 16-19, will offer the troupes 
of Jose Limon, Anna Sokolow, Al- 
win Nikolais, Pauline Koner, plus 
Birgit Akesson, Ruth Currier and 
Margaret Dietz, and the Doris 
Humphrey Repertory Group. 


making a} 


3,000 | 








JAYE P. MORGAN AND 
PEERCE SHARE NEWPORT 


| Jaye P. Morgan, the gal jazz song 


‘stylist, will divide the solo honors 
| Aug. 4 at Newport’s Carnival of 
| Music with Jan Peerce. Orchestra 
numbers 76. 

| Joel Herron, Miss Morgan’s regu- 
‘lar NBC video conductor, will han- 
dle the stick for her portion. 
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Concert Reviews 
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New Jersey Festival 
Millburn, N.J., July 31. 
New Jersey’s Summer Music 
| Festival ended here Sunday (29) 
| with the largest audience of the 
|three-program series, the gross 


j|hitting close to $2,500 for the pop 
program under direction of Samuel | 


;Antek. Operatic and operetta ex- 
|cerpts with Richard Cassily tenor, 
and Maria di Gerlando, soprano, 
soloing with the festival orchestra 
outpulled the all-Mozart menu 
|which opened the series and the 
i“*Bach to Barger” fare that had 
| Leonid Hambro and Jascha Zayde, 
i|WQXR duo-pianists, as principal 
soloists. 

| Jt was the inaugural season and 
the modest deficit for the tri-part 
fest indicates there will be more 
in the future at Frank Carrington’s 
Paper Mill Playhouse, long success- 


ful in drama and operetta. Maestro 
| Antek, according to report, do- 
jnated his services for the summer 
icencerts. a good-will gesture that 
!cannot hurt his position in the 
| Jersey communities that support 
his winter season activities as 


musical director of the New Jersey 
Symphony Orchestra. 
Sunday's festival finale 


with Antek directing a sparkling, 
lively performance of “Dance ot 
the Comedians” from Smetana’s 


seldom-performed opera “‘The Bar- 
tered Bride.” He took it at a brisk 
pace, but the attacks and 


opened | 


intona- | 
|tion were clean and the ensemble | 


—— 


AE BUT I 
LD SOOKE 


By PAUL PIMSLEUR 














As far as the concert business 
goes, Latin America is just one big 


happy hemisphere, solidly booked | 


by one mam He is Ernesto de 
Quesada, of Havana, Cuba. As 
president of Conciertos Daniel, he 
has a hand in booking almost every 
artist performing anywhere in his 
vast territory, which stretches over 
5,000 miles from the U. S. southern 


border to Cape Horn, and contains | 


175,600,000 people in an area al- 
most three times as large as the 
U. &. 


Since his name rarely appears in 


print, Quesada is comparatively 
| little known, even in the concert 
trade. But in terms of distance 


and population covered, he is the 
world’s top impresario. Only one 
| other, Sol Hurok, comes to mind, 
the difference being that Hurok 
| has heavy competition, so he can 
“make ’em” but he couldn't “break 
7em.” 

One of the keys to Quesada’s 
preeminence is the fact that he has 
| three sons sirategically located as 
the leading managers of their re- 
spective cities. Alfonso de Que- 
sada runs the Buenos Aires Office. 


| Ernesto Jr. is the manager in Mex- | 


ico City. Brother Enrique is ditto 
in up-and-coming Caracas, Vene- 
zuela. 
playdates tied up, plus other play- 
ing time assured by long-time 
agents in other places, Quesada 
has sure knowledge of how long a 
tour he can offer an artist. 


Combined with his 40-vear rec- 
ord for scrupulous honesty, this 
gives him a strong position in con- 
tracting aitists 

His only competition for big- 


name performers comes from rival 
Conciertos Iriberri in Buenos 
Aires, run by an equally long-es- 
tablished and equally reputable 
gentleman But Quesada can offei 
the whole of Latin America, while 
Iriberri works mainly in Argentina 
Uruguay and Brazil. Their rivalry 
over the years been stiff but 
friendly. 
Madrid Office, Too 


has 


| was all that could be asked. Egmont | 


Overture followed, then Antek did 


ithe prelude to ‘‘La Traviata” to | 
lset the stage for Miss de Ger- 
lando’s solos from that Verdi all- 
|time fave. Miss Gerlando, an ai- 
tractive, personable gal did “Ah 
|forse lui,’ followed by “Sempre 
|libera’” with solid results and en- 


cored with excerpt from the Broad- | 


| Way hit of some years ago, “Song 
|!of Norway’. Warbler has possibili- 
|ties for the smarter bistros, if she 
ielects to go into that field. Broad- 
|way musicals also are her dish. 
| Tenor Cassilly did the “Flower 
Song” from “Carmen” and encored 
with “Yours is My Heart Alone” by 
Lehar. His is a robust tenor, and 
he scored with the audience, par- 
ticularly with the Lehar. He could 
|loosen up a bit on the stage; pre- 
isently, his platform manner does 
not equal his vocalizing. ‘ 
After two light works by the 
orch, solo pair returned to do the 
| duet that ends the first act of Puc- 
cini’s “Madame Butterfly.” The 
warmth and drama of Puccini’s 
melodies were fully realized and 
the two voices blended ideally 
Batoner Antek kept the orch well 
under control and gave fine support 
to his soloists, who encored with 
Viennese-type duet. Concert closed 
with Strauss’ “Emperor Waltzes,” 
which would have profited with a 
more “eccht” Viennese lilt, but it 
was a well-received closer to a pops 
program that sent the Sunday 
|}audience home to dinner in a 
happy frame of mind. Wien. 





Oceanside Recitals 


Atlantic ity, July 31. 

The nigth annual Ventnor Sum- 
mer Music Festival Aug. 7, will be 
topped by Leon Fleisher, pianist. 
Recitals occupy Ventnor’s' pier 
auditorium. 

Other bookings include William 
Warfield, baritone, Aug. 14; Beaux 
Arts trio, with Daniel Guilet, vio- 
linist; Bernard Greenhouse, cellist; 
Menahem Pressier, pianist, Aug. 
21; and Elaine Malbin, soprano, on 
Aug. 28th, 





The big cohesive factor in Que- 
sada’s empire is the Spanish lan- 
| guage tie He is Spain’s major 
manager, as well as longhair king 
of Latin America. His Madrid of- 
fice, run by Swedish Felicitas Kel- 
ler, provides most of the foreign 
artists for Spain’s orchestras, opera 
and concert tours. But Quesada’s 
area is not all Spanish-speaking 
Portugal and Brazil speak Portu- 
guese, some of the Caribbean is- 
lands speak English, and one of 
his spots (Curacao) speaks Dutch 

Perhaps most important in ex- 
plaining the unflagging loyalty of 
his widespread associates is the 
personality of Quesada himself. He 
is a small, wiry, bright-eyed man, 
now mid-sixtyish. Conversation 
‘with him is always exciting, for he 
bristles with energy and creative 
ideas. Most astounding is his mem- 
ory. He remembers every detail of 
sall tours he ever managed, and all 


»f +h 


aspects of the many current negoti- 
ations. He rarely keeps records 
except on scraps of paper. Hun- 
dreds of these, bound with a rub- 
ber band, bulge in his jacket 
pocket. 

He has no regular place one 
could call an office, his telephone 
number is secret, and he has no 
secretary other than a stenogra 
pher who comes in every morning 
to take dictation and type the 
| scores of letters he writes daily. 
| His world-wide business is con- 


ducted solely by correspondence, 
with a liberal sprinkling of cable- 
| grams. An idea of the number of 
cables he sends can be gathered 
| from the fact that his Buenos ‘Aires 
office paid a cablegram bill of 
| $4,000 in. 1955—far under the 
Havana figure. 
A Dependable ‘Latin’ 

Most of Quesada’s agents have 
been working with him for years, 
contributing to his remarkable 
pioneering effort in developing the 
concert business in a part of the 
world where distances (and there- 
fore costs) are enormous. His far- 





Having these three pivotal | 


; tween 


CONCERT KING 





) Is Mrs, R. The Masked Benefactor? 


Music tradesters have been speculating about the identity of the 


“anonymous donor” 


who has guaranteed the fees for six young 


pianists to appear in a special series at the Metropolitan Museum 


of Art next season. 


Museum may lead to a simila. 


The test run for the tyro keyboarders at the 
showcasing in other cities, accord- 


ing to the plans as revealed in VARIETY last issue. 
Generally, when a concert is given or a work commissioned in 
the longhair field, credit is given to the foundation, organization 


or individual who is the source of the funds. In 


this case, how- 


ever, strict secrecy surrounds the details and it is believed that 
less than half-a-dozen insiders are acquainted with the facts. 


One guess: Mrs. John D. 
Metropolitan QOpera’s new 


Rockefeller 
production of 


Jr. made possible the 
“The Magic Flute,” 


Which cost upwards of $90,000 and which was the Met’s principal 


celebration of the Mozart 


Bicentennial, 


She has helped many 


young singers and musicians get special coaching abroad, all on 
a sub rosa basis and with even the recipient, in most cases, being 


unaware of his benefactor. 


n her youth, she herself was a pian- 


ist and, in tact, studied with the late Artur Schnabel, generally 
regarded as one of the all-time greats. 

Regardless of the correct identity of the Museum's musically- 
minded donor ‘and other guesses mention foundations) a number 
of colleges and institutions throughout the country will be watch- 


ing the results with interest 


Many cultural projects support 


concert series, but none can afford to present the youngsters who 


need engagements. Emphasis, even away from the commercial 
impresarios, 1s On the big names with b.o. pull. But, given a 


subsidy in the shape of free concerts by talented youngsters, many 


non-profit institutions could 


expand 


their concert series, giving 


more to their public and at the same time helping to build careers 


for the future. 
New York experiment. 


Therein lies the far-reaching significance of the 





TOO BROAD A JUMP 


Schwieger’s Kansas City-To-Nuern- 
berg Alternating Off 


Kansas City. July 31. 

A stunt whereby Hans Schwieger 
would have become the first 
phony director to commute 
jobs on contin: 
through last when 
proved impractical. Sx 
conductor of the 


SsVm- 
be- 
fel) 
timing 


wo nts 
week 
nwiegel 

Kansas City Phil- 


larmonic, and was in the running 
tor the parttime job of director of 
the Nuernberg Germany Sym- 
pnony. 

Schwieger has been in Germany 
all summer conducting, and did a 
guest shot at Nuernberg 


Nuernberg post has now gone to 
British-born Erich Riede, who 
director of the Palatinate 
Kaiserslautern 


c 


Opera at 


ghted leadership has resulted in 
an number of regulal 
concert series all over Latin Amer- 


imposing 


ica, even in small towns. Quesada 
has often dropped censiderable 
sums, selling attractions at less 


than cost to help a fledgling series 
grow. He’s been Known to rent a 
special plane, costing more than 
the tee received, to make sure 
attraction got to its performance 
on time He has established 
fidence in a volatile. or 
part of the world. He 
of the fast buck 

A list of the artists Quesada has 
managed in Latin America would 
include almost every important 
concert name of the last dec 
ades Just a sampling: pianists 
Hoffmann, Rubinstein. Iturbi, Brai- 
lowsky: violinists Elman, Kreisler 


an 
COtl- 


nanana 
is no aevolee 


+ 
AOUT 


Thibaud, Heifetz, Francescatti 
Stern; cellists Casals, Feuermann, 
Fournier; singers Flagstad, Schu- 
mann, Moore, de los. Angeles; 
Quaftets Budapest, Kolisch; dance 
attractions Ballet Theatre, both 
Ballet Russes: conductors Furt- 
wangiler, Karajan Weingartner 
Ormandy, Rodzinski, Kleibe 
Markevitch; group attractions Vi- 
enna Choir Bovs, Trap} oF I 
both Don Cossacks. Yale Glee Club 
Salzburg Marionettes 

On many oi these tours, Qu¢ 
} self accompanied the 
tour manage! Knowing the 
aches of a tour In nananalanad 
certain big-name artists have a pro 
viso in their contracis that 1f Que- 
sada doesn’t go with them, they 


dont’ go, 


A normal tour of Latin America 
under Quesadas management last 
from three to five menths. In most 
places, an artist will perform on a 
series booked mainly or wholly by 
Quesada. Many of these take 
place in small cities with unexpect- 
edly high interest in serious music, 
fostered over the years by Quesada 
in cooperatic:: with local citizens 
who devote time, money and effort 
to boosting their concert series. | 
More than one local manager has 
summed it up by saying: “If it) 


weren't for Quesada, we wouldn't their U.S. 


have live concerts here.” 


| 


Lighter Works Set 
For Volksopera 


Vienna, July 31. 
Plans to stage a “Bayreuth of 
Light Music” at the Volksopera 
a branch of the state opera, were 
indicated with the appointment of 
Marcel Prawy, an Austro-American, 
as producer for the Volksopera. 
Contract gives him the power to 


elect new works and to produce 
two musicals per year. Prawy also 
will act as the official talent scout 


for the opera 


Piankova, Cournand, 
Fokine Jr. in Newly 
Formed Paris Ballet 


24. 
St. 


Paris, July 
the 
Tatiana Pian- 
appointed artistie 
director and ballet mistress of new 
French ballet company, Le Thea- 
tre d'Art du Ballet de Paris being 
assembled for opening in Paris 
some time in the fall 

New 


Forme! ballerina’ of 
Peterburg Opera, 
kova, 


has been 


company is financed’ by 
dancer Eveline Cournand who will 
be one ot the leads of the new 
outfit which, however, will have 
no stars in the accepted tradition 
Equal 


opportunities will be given 
to all the 20 dancers who will form 
the new company) Vitale Fokine, 
son of famous choreographer. has 
been put under contract for two 
years in order to revive all the 
principal ballets of his father. 


MAGYAR BALLET C0. 
A CLICK IN GENOA FEST 


Rome, July 2: 


The Hungarian State Dance 
Grouy the latest of a series of 
uccessful performers which have 

de thi vear’s Nervi (Genoa) 
Ballet Fe top event in its 

mnnd yeal In for five perform- 
ances troupe, already known to 

ny via its filmed appearance: 
Hungarian shorts, received  na- 
tional attention via press and 


newsreels. Group featured 130 
dancers with choruses directed by 
Bela Bartok and Zoltan Kodaly, 
orchestra led by Imre Czenki. It’s 
their first appearance in Italy. 
Ballet Festival ends next week 
with performances by an Indian 
dahce company, led by Ram Gopal, 


'also on its first Italian swing. Pre- 


viously, fete had spotlighted the 


) Royal Theatre Ballet of Stockholm, 
ithe Scala Theatre Ballet Co., and 


the Hungarian soloists, Nora 


‘Kovach and Istvan Rebausky, who 
incidentally had a close call on 
return voyage aboard 
jthe illfated Andrea Doria. 
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Broadway 


Ticket broker Jack Leffler (Pic- 
cadilly) and wife off today (Wed.) 
for Europe on S.S. Independence. 


Howard Dietz, Metro’s pub-ad 


v.p., back at his homeoffice desk | 


after vacationing in Santa Barbara, 
Calif. 

The Martin Gabels (Arlene Fran- 
cis) building a summer place on 








| 


ground adjoining the Benmett Cerfs | 


at Mt. Kisco, N. Y. 

With Bert Allenberg east, Marty 
Jurow headed west’ yesterday 
(Tues.) for 10 days of William Mor- 
ris Agency business in Hollywood. 

Director Sidney Franklin, who 
helmed “The Barretts of Wimpcle 
Street” for Metro, returned from 
London and headed for the Coast. 


prior to six-week jaunt to Europe 
with the Boston Symphony orch. 

“Call Me Madam,” in which 
Olympic champ Dick Button skates 
and plays the Russell Nype role, 
holds for a third week at the John 
Hancock Theatre. ' 

Dave’ Brubeck Quartet with Syl- 
via Syms soloist plays theatre-in- 
the-round at North Shore Music 
Theatre, Beverly, Sunday (5) for 
two performances. 

Carol Bruce and Edmon Ryan 


|in town on their way to Ogunquit, 


Martha Raye mulling a Broad- | 


way legit revue under Herbert) 
(Blue Angel) Jacoby and Harry 
Rigby production auspices. Herb 
Sanford to stage. 

Milton Biow, founder of the ad 
agency bearing his name until he 
disbanded his operation some 
months ago, may buy a tv station 
and return to partial activity in 
that manner. 


The Hi (radio-tv_ producer) 
Browns’ daughter, Hilda Joan 
Brown, a senior at Sarah Law- 


rence College, engaged to a Brook- 
lyn College undergraduate, Robert 
Theodore Kahn. 

Sheree North and her husband 
John M. (Bud) Freeman, in Dallas 
for a visit with his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles J. Freeman of Inter- 
state Circuit who were baby-sitting 
while couple were in New York. 

Tobe, others Mrs. Tobe Coller 
Davis, syndicated fashion commen- 
tator, to Russia next month on a 
general survey. Fannie Hurst, who 
was to have accompanied her, still 
hasn't received her visa, so she will 
probably not make it. 

A funeral service for actor Henry 
Stephenson, who died April 24 in 
San Francisco, was held July 26 
at the Protestant Episccpal Church 
of the ‘Transfiguration (Little 
Church Around the Corner), in 
New York. 

Robert Livingston, son of stylists 
Leon J. Livingston (Mollie Parnis), 
back from two years at Oxford and 
joining Yale U’s educational staff 
on the administrative side. He pre- 
fers being an educator to joining 
the family business. 

Rube Goldberg, Clarence Bud- 
ington Kelland and Sport Ward 
feted at a dinner at the North 
Hempstead (L.I.) Country Club 
Thursday (26) by the Artists & 
Writers Assn. Pressagent Ed 
Wiener won the golf tournament 
the fourth year in a row with a 77. 

George Jessel, east on a quickie 
to meet his ex-wife Lois Andrews 
and their 15-year-old daughter 
Jerilyn, returned over the weekend 
for his Par pic chore in “Beau 
James,” playing himself in the Bob 
Hope starrer based on Gene Fowl- 
er's biog of Mayor James J. Walker. 


Jessel and Walker were lifetime 
pals. 
The 13 permanent residents of 


the Lincoln Hotel on 44th and 8th 


Ave., which William Zeckendorf's 
Webb & Knapp beught recently, 


are holding out for $7,000 to $10.- 


000 fees each, otherwise they will | 


contest eviction under the 
tory rent laws. They’ve' been 
offered $3,000 apiece but the 13, 
many of them in fringe show biz 
positions, have been there too long 
and prefer not to be discommoded. 

Food poisoning aboard the plane 
carrying her from L. A. to N. Y. 
was the cause of Judy Holliday’s 
fallout from last week’s Steve Allen 
NBC-TVer. Similar mishap, on an 





Me., Playhouse where they opened 
in “Anniversary Waltz” last Mon- 
day (30) for a week. 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 
Karl Mackay, director of Lake- 


wood Players, put “Remarkable 
Mr, Pennypacker” into works to 


start season Sept. 12. 


Charles L. Cananave, prez of 


Fred Astaire Dance Studios, made | 


his first hometown visit in eight 
years to officiate at trophy ball 
here. 

Beverly Sills, prima donna of 
N. Y. City Opera, back at Musicar- 
nival for lead in current “Merry 
Widow” and then “Carmen” under 
canvas. 

Old Uptown Theatre, once Cleve- 
land’s largest nabe deluxer, being 
razed to provide site for another 
Kruger grocery store. Chain paid 


/ $165,000 for property. 


Frances Langford and husband 
Ralph Evinrude dock their big 
Chanticleer yacht here _ today 
(Wed.) to plug singer’s new disk 
with a press-deejay cocktail party. 

Chris Connors’ jazz trio at Cot- 
ton Club vieing against Dorothy 
Donegan at Theatrical Grill, Mimi 
Kelly at Korman’s Back Room and 
Sonny Til’s Orioles at Loop 
Lounge. 

Kay & George Paderewski, for- 
mer Cleveland musical team, play- 
ing three weeks at Al Naiman’s 
Zephyr Room before reopening 
their own restaurant in Fort Lau- 
derdale, Fla. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal V. Cohen 

Denise Darcel booked for Ankara 
Oct. 19 right after Jane & Betty 
Kean. 

Frank Bollinger, the Playhouse 
p.a., has a new Girl Friday, Connie 
Kane. 

Music critic Ralph Lewando go- 
ing to Switzerland for Lucerne Mu- 
sic Festival. 

Restaurateur 
heart attack and is 
land Hospital. 

Del Ray comes back from Florida 
to magico for two weeks at Dore’s 
beginning Aug. 13. 

Richard Widmark canceled two- 
day visit here this week to drum- 
beat “Run for the Sun.” 

Ted Goldsmith back to N.Y. this 
weekend after p.a.’ing summer 


Ben Gross had a 
in Westmore- 


| opera company’s six shows, 


| 


statu- | 


Denise Huot has joined resident 
company at William Penn Play- 
house for month of- August. 


White Barn Theatre doing ‘De- 
sign for Living’? week Aug. 27 in- 
stead of “Bus Stop,” which was 


withdrawn. 


Philadelphia 


Norman Krasna, film writer-pro- 


ducer-director, in a two-day visit 
with some old friends. 

Manie Sacks lining up a stellar 
program for Hero’ Scholarship 
Rodeo which will be held at Mu- 
|nicipal Stadium Sept. 7 Hal 
| March, Pearl Bailey and Frankie 
Laine 

Bookbinder’s on St. came 


international flight, still has George | 


Jessel “delicate” because of the 


virus, and is said to be at least par- | 


tial cause for hospitalizing film ty- 


| ing 


coon Louis B. Mayer, who was on| 
the same plane with Jessel on the | 


transAtlantic hop back to the U.S. 


Boston 


By Guy Livingston 
Lou Daley current at the 
ford Roof. 
Eileen Rod reETrs 
vere Beach Frolic. 
“Lil Abner,” new musical. set to 
open the Shubert Oct. 2. 
Steve Lawrence current 
Bowery in Salisbury Beach. 
Ruby Braff opened at Storyville 
yesterday (Tues.) for week. 
Arlene Francis hosts Hub tv edi- 
tors at a clambake in Cotuit today 
(Wed.). 
A Hollywood style preem is be- 
ing planned for “Seven Wonders 
of the World” booked for the Bos- 
ton Theatre Aug, 27, 


Brad- 


current at Re- 


at the 


Nora _Kaye and John Kriza 
opened in “Ballet Theatre” at Lee 
Falk’s Boston Summer Theatre 


Monday (30) for a week. 

Shirley Jones and Jack Cassidy. 
current in “Beggar's Opera” : 
Sanders Theatre, Cambridge, will 
wed in Cambridge Sunday (5). 


and music critic, 


15th 
up with an interesting display to 
attract business and attention dur- 
recent American Legion and 
VFW conventions—World War I 
sheet music. 

Atlantic City Race traffic ought 
to be better than ever. Announce- 
ment saying Grace and the Prince 


would visit with parents in Ocean 
City with frequent stopovers at 
track operated by her father has 


resulted in much interest here 


By Bill Barker 


Don Cornell at Statler-Hilton’s 
Empire Room. 

Hildegarde starring in “Can- 
Can” at State Fair Musicals. 

Johnnie Bachemin playing an- 


nual fortnight at Colony Club. 
Jane Russell and Bob Waterfield 

in for personal plugging of “Run 

for for Sun,” 
Sheree North 


and hubby Bud 


| Freeman visiting his parents; fa- 


at | 


port here for her flight to Caracas. | 
| Venezuela, 


ther is Charles J. Freeman, Inter- 
state Circuit exec. 
Connie Towers picked up a pass- 


where she’s 
two-week nitery date. 
Ramsey Burch, major domo of 


Margo Jones Theatre ’56, heading 


doing a 


: |for N. Y. next week to 0.0. scripts 
Cy Durgin, Boston Globe drama | ne 30. 


and engage a cast for the new 30- 


off for vacation! week season. 


|extended to Aug. 
| Foster, former Copa, N. Y., pro- 


Chicago 
| Percy Haid new keyboarder at 
the Black Onyx. 





_ Maywood Park's Italian Festival. 

| Chicago Tribune gossip column- 
jist Herb Lyon vacationing for two 
| frames. 

New York’s Viennese Lantern op 
| Max Loew and spouse visited Chi a 
couple of days last week. 

Irene Hervey in from the Coast 
to join hubby Allan Jones, starring 
in the “Silk Stockings” legiter at 
the Shubert. 

Universal Chi exchange sales 
manager Herb Martinez and spouse 
off to Pittsburgh for a two-week 
visit with her family. 

Universal western district man- 
ager Foster Blake in Chicago last 
week for conferences with Manie 
Gottlieb, Chi divisioggmanager. 

Hotel Sherman launthed an open 
competition contest for a new vo- 
calist to work with Frank York’s 
orch 
house. 

Norman Krasna, producer-direc- 
tor-writer of “The Ambassador's 
Daughter” (UA), in town last week 
for pic’s opening at the Esquire 
Theatre. 


Las Vegas 


Hal Belfer spent the first 10 
days of his new role as entertain- 
ment director of the Flamingo on 
a talent hunt. 

Harry Belafonte, currently at the 
Riviera, catching a daily flight to 
IL. A. to keep abreast of his RCA 


| Victor platter chores. 


Georgia Carr’s contract at the 
Dunes’ Sinbad Lounge has been 
15. Ditto Tony 


duction crooner. 
Dorothy Collins commuting be- 
tween her Thunderbird perch and 


| Hollywood to handle her assign- 


ment of the spa’s current show and 
to keep an album date with Coral. 
| Count Basie continues Bill Mil- 
| ler’s big band policy in the Dunes 
, Arabian Room with a fortnight jazz 
sortie starting tomorrow (Thurs.). 
| Followup is Norman Granz’s ‘Jazz 
At The Philharmonic.” 

Lucky Strike and “Hit Parade” 


get pretty fair representation dur- | 


ing the tourist month on hand 
what with La Collins toplining the 
’‘Bird and Gisele MacKenzie atop 
the bill at the Flamingo downstrip. 

Harvey Stone, now at the Sahara, 
set for a fall guest shot with Perry 
Como. Meantime, Stan Irwin con- 
tinues to search for a replacement 
for Ann Blythe who had to post- 
pone her October Sahara engage- 
ment because of a pic commitment. 


Omaha 


By Glenn Trump 
Lambert Bartak orch played 
Pops Concert at Peony Park last 
week, 
Omahan Judy Jones, acrodancer, 
now at Club Hiawatha, Manitou 
Springs, Colo. 


in the College Inn Porter- | 


| 


| 





| 
| 


| 





|and Abbe Lane (Mrs. Cugat) have 


Duck,” story of H. M. S. Amethyst. 


for the Sky” 


year, 
|after a year’s leave. 


clicking 
Japan keys. 


filming in Mexico, is organizing a 
Spanish folklore show headed by 
her and her sister Carmen Flores. 
Show will be presented by im- 


Dick Contino heading the bill at | P?¢sario Lumbroso at the Marigny 


theatre in Paris, than in London 
and North Europe. 


A company headed by the doy- | 


enne of the Portuguese Theatre, 
81 years old Palmira Basto, is 
rehearsing “The Conspirators” a 
classic play by Mendoca Alves that 
has been allowed on the stage by 
the censorship after a 30-year ban 





for political reasons. 
Reported here that Xavier Cugat | 


bought a farm and a villa facing | 
the sea on the Mediterranean coast, | 
near Barcelona. The Cugats are} 
building an international show, but 
with a Spanish flavour, around the 
Cugat orch and will present it in 
September in Paris and _ tour 
Europe. 


Scotland 


By Gordon Irving 





(Glasgow: Kelvin 1590) 

Jerry Colonna returning to Em- | 
pire, Glasgow, Aug. 20. 

Perth Theatre Co. celebrating | 
2ist anni in September. 

Edinburgh Festival Tattoo may | 
go on tour of Canada. Negotiations 
are under way. 

Duncan Macrae _ into 
Bridie’s “Mr. Bolfry” 
before London opening. 

Lennox Milne and Tom Fleming 
heading cast of Bridie’s ‘‘The Anat- 
omist,” choice of local Gateway 
Theatre for Edinburgh Festival. 

Richard Todd on quickie vaca- 
tion weekend to Isle of Bute. He 
will film next in “The Sitting 


tour of | 
July 30) 


Kenneth More set to visit Edin- 
burgh for Scot preem of “Reach 
(Rank) at Interna- 
tional Film Festival. More stars 
as flying ace Douglas Bader. 


Tokyo 
By Richard H. Larsh 
(Press Club — 27-0161) | 
Vet film actor Sessue Hayakawa | 
signed by Toei for eight films a} 
marking his return to pix 








Chinese opera star Mei Lan-Fang | 
and 36-member troupe left this | 
week for Communist China after | 
in two-month tour of | 
Strauss, great-grandson | 
Strauss, in town for} 


Edward 
of Johann 


series of appearances as guest con- | 


| ger 


Hollywood 


Peggy King back in town after 
nitery dates. 

Ray Danton recuping from a 
Stomach ailment. 

Michael Wilding and Betsy Blair 
planed to Copenhagen. 

Ray Noble sold his house and left 
for England for at least a year. 

Arthur Lubin back at his RKO 
desk after three weeks in Tokyo, 

James Stewart to New Orleans 
for annual convention of Air Force 
Assn. 

Paul Grossinger (of the Catskill 
resort family) visiting with Eddie 
—" on the set ot “Bundle of 
oy. 

Al Jolson Lodge of B'nai B'rith 
has established a permanent Al 
Jolson Memorial Scholarship at 
UCLA. 

Marion Davies home from Ce- 
dars of Lebanon where she had 
been under treatment following a 
slight stroke. 

Sam Spiegel awarded a gold 
medal by Marcha, Paraguay’s lead- 
ing periodical, for producing “On 
the Waterfront.” 

Marshall Thompson got a med- 
ico’s greenlight to return to work 
after recovering from a tropical 
ailment contracted in Africa. 

Harshe-Rotman fiackery, which 


|recently acquired the Academy of 


Motion Picture Arts & Sciences 
account, elevated Daniel H. Baer 
to assistant manager of the local 
office which will handle Acad. 

Scholarship in memory of Bob 
Francis has been established at the 
Batomi Schneider Drama Work- 
shop here. Francis, who was killed 
in a plane crash a year ago today 
(Tues.), was a Schneider student, 
prior to entering films. 


New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 


Harry Feldman, local IATSE 


'prexy, flew to England for a sum- 
‘mer holiday 


Ernest Borgnine in for a brief 
hometown visit with his father and 
other relatives. 

Shubert p.a. Don Glenn has been 
holding down similar assignment 
at Shakespeare Straford Fest this 
summer. 

Arthur Zigouras, Yale Drama 
School 1956 grad, stepped into di- 
rector’s spot with Winnipeg Little 
Theatre in Canada. 

Lew Schaefer, quondam mana- 
£ of local Paramount and cur- 
rently running the New Meriden 
filmery, a visitor in town. 

Carl Goodman, local IATSE, 


| ductor of Tokyo Symphony Orches- |} made out of court settlement with 


| 


isent 327 reels of film to its agencies 


| 


| 


tra in programs heavy with Strauss 
schmaltz. 

The Foreign Office has to-date 
} 
abroad to publicize Japan’s indus- | 
try, culture and other national | 
features. Embassy in Washington | 
gets most—16 films so far. 

Josh Logan and William Goetz | 
supervising CinemaScope-Warner- | 
color shooting of scenes from} 
famed Gion Festival in Kyoto for | 





Eddy Howard Orch week-ended | use in Goetz’s production of James | 


at Joe Malec’s Peony Park (27-29), | Michener’s 
with Les Brown coming in for a/ Logan 


one-nighter Friday (3). 

Ak-Sar-Ben Rodeo here, slated 
for Sept. 21-30, will offer $15,000 in 
prize money. Gene Autry, Annie 
Oakley (Gail Davis) and the Cass 
County Boys will head up the en- 
tertainment. 


Reno 
By Mark Curtis 

sam Levene in Reno for cure. 

Mapes downstairs opens second 
entertainment lounge. 

Roberta Sherwood pacted 
Riverside in September. 
Martha Davis & Spouse due back 
Riverside lounge soon. 
Carson City Nugget’s first fling 


in 


| 


} 


} 


for 


at lounge entertainment paying off, | 
,currently with Bernie Jones Quar- | 


tet 

Holiday Hotel, originally planned 
to have no entertainment, now 
mapping a lounge. Due to open 
in about 60 days. 


Mary Kay Trio will break prec- | 


edent when they play Harrahs 
Club, Lake Tahoe, soon, then move 
to Northend of Lake for Bal Taba- 


rin stand, 
Lisbon 


By Lewis Garyo 
All Lisbon theatres are closed 
with the exception of the Monu- 
mental presenting a play by actor- 
playwriter Costa Ferreira. 





Actor-manager Francisco Ribeiro | 


is touring the provinces with his 
Portuguese Popular Theatre. Ru- 
moured that he will take over the 
Teatro Trindade for the 1956-57 
season. 


Impresario Vasco Morgado, with | Contest 


| here 





“Sayonara,” which | 
is directing. Cameramen | 
for Daiei studios shot the footage, | 
first to appear in a foreign film and | 
first ever made in widescreen color. | 





Berlin 


By Hans Hoehn 
(760264) 

Lilli Palmer reportedly will have 
leading roles in two Bavaria pix 
to be made next year. 

The 1956 Berlin Oktoberfest has 
been skedded to take place here 
Sept. 15 through Oct. 21. 

Berlin accordion player Hans 
Boll won the 1956 German Accor- 
dion Championship in Stuttgart. 

O. W. Fischer, Maria Schell and | 
possibly Gustaf Gruendgens will | 
have top roles in Arthur Brauner’s 
CCC pic, “Faust.” 

During the first six months of | 
1956, Americans in Berlin changed | 
$3,.100.000 (DM 13,000,000) for 
shopping purposes. 

Dr. Alfred Bauer, general man- 
ager of the annual Berlin Film 
Festival, has been offered job as} 
Unitalia’s German rep. 

J. Arthur Rank is distributing 
the German film, ‘“Tierarzt 
Dr. Vlimmen” (Veterinary Surgeon 
Vlimmen), a Real production. 

There were 464,811 tv set owners 
registered .in W-Germany (incl. 
W-Berlin) as of July 1, or 19,715 
more than in the previous month. 

Studio Theatre is again showing 
“Devil in Silk” (Fono-Deutsche 
London) which recently won Lilli 
Palmer the Federal Award for best 
acting. 

A writing contest 


is currently 


| carried out by DEFA, sole pic pro- 


ducing outfit 
is for 


in East Germany. 
the best comedy 


a subsidy of the Ministry of Infor- | stories. 


/mation, is sending a repertory com- 
;pany headed by his wife. Laura 
provinces. 

' Also Lola Flores, 


back from 


| 
| 
; 
| 


Reinhard Kolidehoff took over | 
| ' Peter 
Alves, for a two-month tour of the | German 


Pasetti’s role in “Liane,” 
pic whose exteriors are 


being shot in Africa. Pasetti was 


| of new’ DuPont-Tarleton in 
| town 


“My Fair Lady” producers regard- 
ing short notice droppings from 
that crew. 

Chet Morss, Carolyn Class, Walt 
Varenka, Bill Warfel, Newt White, 
products of Yale Drama School, 
are guiding lights of nearby Mont- 
owese strawhat. 

Clinton Harrower, ex - Wall 
Street Journal, has taken over as 
head flack at Oakdale Musical 
Theatre in Wallingford. 


Miami Beach 


By Lary Solloway 
GAC’'s Tom Rockwell in town for 








/a gander at agency talent working 


here. 

Wilbur Clark and Moe Dalitz i 
from Las Vegas for takeover of the 
Isle De Capri Hotel. 

Maurice Rocco will head up nev 
revue opening Friday (3) in Club 
Chalet of the Lucerne. 

Fontainebleau’s La Ronde will 
shutter for 10 days after Labor 
Day to undergo refurbishing. 

Budd (ex-Stoopnagle &) Hulick 
and wife in from Albany, Ga., to 
spend balance of summer at Boca 
Raton. 

Al (Tarleton Hotels) Jacobs here 
finalize details on construction 
down- 


to 


Miami. 
Rogow resigned Sevillé 
Hotel publicity post to join Hank 
Meyer Associates. Virginia Rut! 
ven, local newsgal, replaced. 
Lijjan Roth set for Eden Roc 
date on the 17th. Dick Contino 
precedes for one frame with Kitt 
Kallen and Billy De Wolfe curren! 
Martha’ Raye, currently at the 
Beachcomber—until end of sul 
mer—may do a musical this wit- 
ter, scripted by Abe Burrows and 
George Axelrod. 


Murray 


Westport, Conn. 


By Humphrey Doulens 

Burt Rose to Hawaii. 

John Cecil Holm here from Capé 
Cod. 

Cristiani’s Circus booked in this 
area next week. 

Maynard Morris doing some !o- 
cal theatregoing. Ie 

Big advance for Beatrice Lillies 
revue opening here (6). 

Marty Clark back at Stone- 
henge’s Druid Room after vacation. 

Angna Enters booked for one- 





injured in an auto accident. 


nighter at White Barn Playhouse 
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OBITUARIES 


WILLIAM SHILLING 
William Shilling, 70, vet outdoor 


booker and producer of sports- 
men’s shows, died July 27, at 


Southampton, L. I, N. Y. Before 
turning to the outdoor and sports | 


and ¢Gircus owner, died July 23 in 
San Francisco. 

Fisher, whose orignal name was 
Samuel Cohn, operated carnivals 
and fairs in the eastern U.S. tor 
many years until moving to Cali- 


field,’ Shilling was a vaude per-/|fornia in 1936. On the Coast he 
former, writer and producer of | organized and ran Golden West 
units. He also agented several acts|Shows until he_ retired several 


including Sharkey the Seal. As an 
agent, Shilling was one of the few 
that voluntarily refused to hook 
up with any of the theatre circuits. 
He was able to sell acts to all the 
chains. In the past few years, | 
Shilling was in semi-retirement, | 
bulk of the business was carried | 
on by his son, William Jr. 

Shilling was born in Baltimore 
and started as a stereoptican lec- 
turer, then went into vaude and | 
jegit in various capacities. Among 
shows produced by him were “A | 
Foo] There Was,” “The Lash” and | 
“Destiny.” During World War I, | 
Shilling created shows for disabled | 
vets and wrote a book, “What the | 
Boys Did Over There.” 

Survived by his wife, two sons, | 
a brother and two sisters. 


JOHN A. HIMMELEIN 
John A. Himmelein, 88 once 
operator of the now demolished 


Sandusky ‘O.) Theatre and also of 
a similar legit at Elyria, O., died 
July 24 in Sandusky, O. 

He 


started with a_ theatrical 


years ago. In Frisco he helped 
organize the local branch of Show 
Folks of America. 

Widow, and a son, Nate 
theatrical attorney, survive. 


JOHN LEWELLEN 

John Lewellen, 46, freelance 
writer and one of the originators 
of the radio-tv “Quiz Kids” show, 
died July 27 in Chicago, after a 
brief illness. 

After leaving college, he worked 
for eight years on the staff of the 
Muncie (Ind) Evening Press. He 
then was on the Time-Life-For- 
tune staff in Chicago for one year, 
before joining with Louis G. Cowan 
in the development of the “Quiz 
Kids.” He left the Cowan organ- 
ization last year. 

Wife, daughter and son survive. 


Cohn, 


DR. FRANCIS B. TRUDEAU SR. 


Dr. Francis B. Trudeau Sr., 69, 
noted for his studies in tubercu- 
losis, and father of Edward kb. 


‘Ned) Trudeau, manager of WABY 


‘in Albany, died July 20 of a heart 








In Mem 


1897 - 


he | 
bought the Sandusky and the Ri- 
to of Elyria, which he owned and 


company in 1890. In _ 1903 


operated for 19 years. He also or- 


nized. owned, and managed 
an’ tock companies, traveling 
th m for 21 years. He then 


opened an office in N. Y. City and 
operated his companies from there. 


He was the father of Mrs. Gus 
Sun Jr., Springfield, O. His late 


ife, Beatrice, also of the theatre, 
died Oct. 6, 1955. 

ALLAN R. MACDOUGALL 
Allan Ross Macdougall, 62, au- 
ior, editor and former. secretary 
o Isadora Duncan, died July 19 in 

Paris. 
Born in Scotland, he came to the 


U.S. in 1914. During 1914-15, he 
served as secretary to Paris Sing- 
f a patron of the arts, and to 
Percy Mackaye, poet, dramatist 
nd critic. In 1916-17, he was sec- 
retary to Miss Duncan, and at the 
time of his death had just com- 


pleted a biography of the dancer. 
He had also appeared on the stage 
a member of the Provincetown 
Plavers, and in the film “Soak the 
Rich.”’ 
A sister survies. 


EDWIN F. SINDER 
Edwin F. Sinder, 64, former first 
violinist and assistant conductor 
h the WHAS studio orchestra 
years, died in Louisville, | 





In Remembrance 


Barrett H. Clark. 


August 5, 1953 


His Staff at 
Dramatists Play Service 
SS a A DOIN RN 


23. Lead violinist With the | 
Iroquois Amphitheatre orch until}. 
he retired three years ago, Sinder 

first appeared professionally when | 
le was 13, when he conducted at | 
the old Holkins Theatre. He was 

Violinist with the old Macauley’s | 
Theatre and with the Louisville 

Orchestra. His father, the late 

Fred B. Sinder, was a clarinetist in 

Louisville for many years. 

Wife and four sisters survive. 





July 


NICK D. HUFFORD 

Nick D. Hufford, 71, oldtime 
blackface comic, died July 24, in 
Briarcliff Manor, N. Y., while visit- 
ing his son. He began in show 
business with the Al G. Fields 
Minstrels where he became the top 
Comie. With the decline of min- 
Strelsy, Hufford became a single 
and, in 1926, played the Palace, 
N. Y. His wife, Etta Lickhard, with 
“hom he partnered for a while, 
‘led some years ago. He lived in 
Columbus, O., since his retirement. | 

Survived by a son and daughter. 





HARRY POLISH FISHER 
Harry Polish Fisher, 70, carnival 





| died 
| Miss Woodbury. lately a character 
and | 


ory of 


PJ 


AUSTIN “RED” COGHLIN 


1956 


| performer, 


i ber ina 


‘ers of St. 


attack in Saranac Lake, N. Y, De- 
ceased’s father, the late Dr. Ed-} 
ward Livingston Trudeau, was a} 


pioneer in the treatment of tuber- 
culosis and was the founder of the 
famed Trudeau Sanitarium at Sar- 
anac Lake. 
Another 
survives. 


son, a physician, also 


MICHAEL EGAN 

Michael Egan, 61, British play- 
wright, died July 27 in London, 
after a long illness. 

He launched his career as a mari- 
time wireless operator with the 
Royal Air Force during World 
War 1. Later he wrote for 
radio and electrical mags and 
turned out several books’ on 
those subjects. Egan wrote seven 
plays including “The Dominant 
Sex,” which appeared on Broad- 
way in 1935. 

HARLAN G. PALMER SR. 

Former Judge Harlan G. 
mer Sr., 71, owner-publisher of the 
Hollywood Citizen-News for 45 


'vears, died July 25 in Los Angeles, 


He bought the Citizen, then a 
weekly in 1911. 
Palmer, a University of Cali- 


fornia Law School graduate, was 
the first attorney to set up prac- 
tice in Hollywood and in 1915 was 
appointed a judge of the Los An- 
geles court. 
FRANCES WOODBURY 

Frances Woodbury, 67, actress, 

July 27 in Wayland, Mass. 


in stock, 
on Broadway 


actress, was active 
later appeared 
“Harvey,” “It Pays to Sin” and 
“Empress of Destiny.” She also 
worked in the radio serial, ‘‘Myrtf 
& Marge.” 

Survived by her husband, Elmer 
Pearson. 


in 


PHILIP E. BRIGANDI 

Philip E. Brigandi, gentral man- 
ager. of Ryder Sound Services Inc. 
for the four years, died in Holly- 
wood July 23 from injuries suf- 
fered in an automobile accident 
two weeks earlier. Wife, daughter 
and brother survive. 

Prior to joining Ryder, Brigandi 
was supervisor of production sound 
recording at RKO. He formerly 
had worked at Eastman 
United Artists and RCA, 


JOHN HENRY MEARS 

John Henry Mears, 78-year old 
producer-manager-lyricist, 
Thursday (26) ig Hollywood. 
Mears, manager of John Drew 
Theatrical Co. for eight years, was 
in on Broadway ventures with 
Florenz Zfegfield Jr. and Morris 
Gest and partnered on songs with 
such as George Gershwin, and 
Harry Tierney. 

Daughter survives. 


PAUL CHOLET 
Paul Cholet, 61, former vaude 


Kodak, | 


died July 

fall at a nursing home in Kansas | 
City. He had been suffering from 
a heart ailment. Cholet worked | 
the Pantages and Orpheum circuits 
until 1932 and afterward produced 
shows for tours in Mexico and 
Canada. 

Survived by wife, brother and a 
sister. 

AMALIA MOLINA 

Amalia Molina, dancer, 
Barcelona at the age of 75. 
hed danced in ali the 
the world and besides her classic 
Spanish dancing plaved the cas- 
tanets in unusual style. 

She worked professionally until 
late in 1955, doing her dance num- 
musical show with Antonio 
\maya and Aladvy. 


died in 
Amalia 
theatres in 


HARRY R. BURKE 

Harry R. Burke. 71. retired mu- 
sic and book critic for the St. Louis 
Globe-Democrat. died at his home 
in Brownsville. Ore., July 19. He 
seyved on the San _ Francisco 
Chronicle and Portland Oregonian 
before coming to St. Louis in 1920 





to join the defunct St. Louis 
Times. 

on | 

ARTHUR RICHARDSON 
Arthur (Doc) Richardson, 85, | 
billed in vaude as “Wizard of the 
Bones,” died July 27 in Bridge- 
port, Conn. He entered show biz 
when he was 21 and specialized in 

playing of carved ebony bones. 
Recently he made several tv ap- 
pearances with his unusual rou- 


tine. 
SINUEL ROBERTS 
Sinuel Roberts, 47, died in Chi- 
cago July 24. Roberts was owner 


of the southside Palace Theatre 
and a former board member of 
Allied Theatres of Illinois. 


His wife and four sons survive. 


HAROLD M. CAHILL 

Harold M. Cahill, 58, an invest- 
ment counselor and active in the 
Players Club and Community Play- 
Louis, died of a heart 
ailment in St. Louis July 25. 

Widow and a brother survive. 

Abraham Schiff, 77 
ager of Natienal 
home office died 
July 25th, in 
N. Y. Survived 
daughter, son 
children, 


traffic 
Screen Service 
of a heart attack, 
Flushing Hospital, 
by wife, Helen; 
and two. grand- 


man- 


S. Wallace Green, 53, owner and 
operator of the Strand Theatre, 
Youngstown, O., for the past nine 
years, died July 20 of pneumonia, 
at South Side Hospital. Wife, Mar- 


|garet, and a brother, Harold, sur- 


Pal- | 


meme Continued from page 3 


died! 


vive. 


Robert Berry Bridge, 74, pioneer 





radio station operator, died in San 
Antonio, on July 24. Bridge was 
credited with setting up KTAP, 
predecessor to KENS. The station 
later became KABC and _ then 
KGBS. 

Mrs. Carrie Augusta Smith, 82 
mother of president Paul C. 
Smith of Crowell-Collier Publish- 
ing Co., died July 23 in San Fran- 
cisco. 

Mrs. Mary Christman, 78, for 
many years a tight rope valker 
with Ringling Bros. Circus, died 


recently in a Norfolk, Va., hospital. 


Jack Wahlstrom, 45, former ex- 
ecutive assistant manager in NBC 
guest relations dept., died July 26 
in Washington, D.C. 

. Dr. S. Fehl, 87. father of theatri- 
cal photographer Fred Fehl, died 
July 26 in New York. 

Miguel Inclan, 56, one of Mexi- 
co’s leading character actors, died 
July 25 in Tijuana. 

Mother of Kenneth Banghart, 
NBC commentator, died July 26 in 
Elizabeth, N. J. 

Austin Coghlan, 59, 
died July 27 in N.Y. 
a legit stage managel 





legit 


actor, 
He 


was also 


Father, 66. of director Arnold 
Laven, in Hollywood July 25. 








Hypnotism 





that “Bridey’” was a conversation 
piece throughout the country but 
interest has now fallen to the point 
where even the’ second-echelon 
comics don’t tell jokes about the 
story any more. 

Advancing “Bridey” on the re} 
lease schedule has resulted in a/| 
delay of the sale of ‘“‘The Moun- |} 
tain,” Spencer Tracy starrer. Lat- | 
ter had been scheduled for August | 
and has now been pushed back to 
November. | 





15 from a| 








Backlog 


quae Continued from page 3 = 


about making a deal behind the 
Iron Cur ain if the terms are right 

Countries like Czechoslovakia. 
Russia. Hungary and Poland had in 
dicated repeatedly they're now 
again anxious to buy US. pix. How 


ever, the attitude of the American 
industry to date has been not to 
sel] Availability of the Warner 
and RKO libraries, now both con 
trolled for the most part by ty 
interests. may change that picture 


drastically. It is also likely to make 


it tougher than ever for the Mo 
tion Picture Export Assn. to main 
;} tain a common front abroad, inas 


imuch as countries currently being 


boycotted—Spain and Denmark 


could then avail themselves of out 
side pictures and could resist the 
MPEA demands indefinitely. 

Yet another aspect of the situa 
tion is that, in many European 
countries, the “old” stars are still 
very popular and the age of ‘he 
films sold to tv actually is a boon 
rather than a handicap. 


It is also a fact that in the ‘free’ 
markets — particularly in South 
America—the tv-held libraries will 


undoub edly be used as competi 
tion vs. the new pix being brought 
in by the very distributors who 


originally sold out to television 





- . 
ing Rel 
Timing Releases 
Gui, Continued frem pase 3 aaa 
we're always afraid the other fel- 
low might step in-and grab a buck. 
“Take the suburbs, for instance 


We know that there are places 


'where it would pay to take some 


houses and turn them into second 
runs instead of having a brace of 
theatres all play the same film. 
Yet, we don’t do it. And why? 
Because we're afraid some other 
‘fellow might come along and up- 
igrade his second run situation to 
firstrun. So we stay where we are, 
and everybody suifers 

Same with double billing J 
know of a number of exhibitor 
who'd love to chuck twin bills. But 
they won't do it. and for only one 
reason the fellow across thi 
street nightn’t follow suit. and 


maybe he'll gross a couple of dol 
lars more. In tact, instead of drop- 
ping the dual bill, I know of some 
instances now where a man is 
booking triple features.” 





Show People 


page 2 


aaa Continued from 


— 
from Italy with her three-year-old 
son, Richard, was also aboard 
Italian luxury liner. They were 
separated going down a rope lad- 
der on the ship’s side. She returned 
on the Ile de _ France, which 
picked up many survivors, and the 
boy was returned aboard the bad- 
ly-limping Stockholm. Janet Ste- 
wart, a friend of the actress who 
was aboard, and NBC associ- 
ate director Gordon Rigsby made 
appearances on NBC-TV’s “To- 
night” when they returned Thurs 
day, to recount their adventure 


the 


also 


Miss Stewart and Rigsby told 
of passengers’ heroism Michael] 
Stoller, who cleffed “‘Black Deni: 
Trousers” and other songs in the 
rock ’n’ roll idiom, accused Doria 
crewmen of negligence. He led a 
petition to that effect John W 
Griffin, exec secretary cf the 


Record Industry Assn. of America, 
was also on the 


Doria 
| Betsy Drake, actress-wife of 
Cary Grant, was on the Doria. Mrs 
|Cianfarra had been working on a 
story about Grant in Spain, and 


the two women 
a rescue snip 


Morris Novik’s Account 


stayed together on 


Morris S. Novik, president of 
New York’s indie station WOV 
which specializes in biling 
broadcasts, had returned from an 
extended trip to Italy with his wite 
Their visit had cultural and quasi- 
| Official overtones, in light of his 
| station’s partiality to Italian-lan- 


guage broadcasts. 

His closeup on the catastrophe 
is one of being eminently fair, dis- 
claiming that he “naturally 
couldn’t know what was 
ing in other parts of the ship, but 
the fact is that suddenly I found 


myself something like a_ school 
monitor in trying to help the 
women and children slide down 


the 45-degree decks to the Jacob’s 
Ladder from whence they de- 
barked into lifeboats.” (Mrs. 
vik observes that every one of the 
rescued femmes “must have real 


sore backsides, but we sure were 


happen- | 


No- | 


lucky getting onto the rope-ladders 
ithat way”). 

The radio station executive 
continued, “It is true there were 
no instructions in English, that ali 


the Italian crew said was an 
occasional ‘be calm,’ spoken in 
Italian, but that’s all that would 


have been heard by the Americans 
if, whoever was issuing the infre- 
quent admonitions could have 
been heard. I don’t say it wouldn't 
have helped but with 200-300 pas- 
engers in our segment of the ship 
we were doing all right, just be- 
cause there ho panic in our 
group anda of the Americans 
were calm.” Novik had praise 
for one diningroom steward 
came along, rather belatedly, 
when he came along he took 
irom him and then the male 
sengers were able to descend 
the lifeboats trom the Ile 
France, 


MARRiAGES 
Helen Vita to Walter Baumgart- 


ner, Vienna, July 1. 
German actress; 


Was 


few 


who 
but 
over 
pas- 
into 
de 


Bride is a 
groom a German 
actor, 

Sonja Sorell to Erich 
leff, July 2. 
German actress 

Ruth Lommel to Teddy Vorster, 
Munich, July 6. Bride is a German 


von Bert- 


Vienna, Bride is a 


actress; groom is a German motor 
ar race! 

Ann Sheridan to James Owens, 
Pittsburgh, July 28. Bride’s on 
KDKA-TV staff. 


Petty Gadd to Joseph MacKrell, 
Pittsburgh, July 14. He’s a staffer 
at WQED. 

Johnny Frisbie to Carl (Kini 
Popo) Hebenstreit, Honolulu, July 
21. Bride is a Tahitian dancer. 


Pauline Feuer to Milton Elel- 
man, Los Angeles, July 28. He’s 
head of National Screen Service 


trailer department. 
Maxine Roberts to Frank Fisher, 


Houston, Tex., on July 19. He is 
a director on KTRK-TV in that 
city, she is “Merrie Melodye” of 
the KTRK-TV “Play Ranch” which 
he direcis 

Delores Sutton to Michael Ries. 
N. Y., July 29. Bride is an actress: 
he’s with Columbia Artists Man- 

ement 

BIRTHS 

I and Mrs. Dennis Farnon, 

laughter Surbank, Cal., July 23. 


lather is composer and RCA Victor 
album producer om the Coast. 

Mr Mrs. Fran Dowie, 
daughter, at Ealing, Eng., recently. 
Dowie & 


comedy 


and 


Father and mother are 


Candy) Kane, Canadian 


act 

Mr and 
daughter, 
Father is 


Mis Lou Sanman, 
Hollywood, July 22. 
ABC network production 


coordinator on the Coast. 

Mr. and Mrs. Felix Bilgrey, son, 
New York, July 24. Father is di- 
rector of and general counsel for 


Times Film Corp. 

Vir. and Mrs. Louis A. Nicoletti, 
on, Burbank, Cal., Juiy 19. Father 
is an assistant purchasing agent at 
Desilu 

Mr. and 
Hollywood 
sistant 

Mr. and 
daughter, 


Viother was 


Mrs. Bruce Bilson 
July 25. Father is 
director at Desilu. 

Mrs, Bill McNarama, 
Pittsburgh, July 2a. 
formerly in KQV con- 
tinuity-promotion department. 


son, 


as- 


Mr. and Mrs. Emilio Fernandez. 
daughter, Mexico City, July 26. 
Father is a film director. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Durwood, 
son, July 20, Kansas City. Father 
is general manager of Durwood 
circuit. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Vance, son, 
London, July 23. Father is drama 


supervisor with ABC-TV 

Mr. and Mrs. Walt Cross, son, 
Bedford, Ohio, July 23 Father is 
member of floor crew at WBNS- 
TV, Columbus. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tom. Gleba, son, 
Columbus, July 25. Father is 
WBNS-TV announcer 

Vir. and Mrs. Don Hassler, son, 
Hollywood, July 19. Father is in- 
ternational promotion manager for 
Capitol Records. 

Mr. and Mrs. Johnny Apt, 
daughter, Salina, Kas., July 25. 
Father is former ballroom owner 
and concert-legit promoter in Ft. 


| Wayne, Ind. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Janoff, son, 
New York, July 29. Father is with 

| Frank Loesser’s music publishing 
| firm. 
Mr. and Mrs. David Klein, daugh- 
iter, New York City, July 25. Fa- 
|/ther is assignment editor of NBC 
inews cameramen, 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kapp, 
daughter, N. Y., July 20. Grand- 
father is Dave Kapp, head of Kapp 
Records. 
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2 fention 
attention 


All producers, performers, y 





and sponsors looking for an even break 
(or better) in the first ratings 


of the new a 





television season. 





TV GUIDE offers you the attention of America’s top 4,000,000 


iets 


“television families (the families who live, eat, breathe, and 


talk television.) 


ee Television viewing habits don’t carry over from one season to the next. 
Every fall, new shows, new stars, and new times make it necessary for the viewer 
to remake his own personal viewing schedule. 
The time for promotion is when those schedules are made. The rating sweepstakes 


knows no stretch runners. A show makes the grade in the first six weeks, or, usually, not at all. 
Viewing habits are easier to make than to break. 












Shows that want the maximum possible effective audience promotion should build 
their advertising plans around TV GUIDE. Its readers—100% television 
viewers—are concentrated in the key television areas, in the important 
city and suburban areas where mass audiences live. 


4,000,000 families will begin making their fall viewing plans 
on September 12, the issue date of TV GUIDE’s# 
annual Fall Preview. In this important and eagerly 
awaited issue, T'V GUIDE will offer a comprehensive 
analysis of the new season, giving every available fact 
about every entry, new and old, on the network lineups. 












What an opportunity to capture the attention of 
10,000,000 key viewers, to tell them your plans 
for the season, to get that all-important 
head start on your competition ! 









Fall Preview copy deadlines 







National Feature Section........ .. August 17 
PN INI, cca ddenceeesessecoecas August 31 






Reserve your space immediately 






America’s Television Magazine 
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10 Rockefeller Plaza 6277 Selma Avenue 
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